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PREFACE. 






The success of a former production is, perhaps, 
the best apology for the appearance of another by 
the same authors. In publisoing the present charac^ 
teristic Tale, illustrative of scenes, manners, and 
sentiments, which must necessarily be novel to the 
far greater portion of society, it may be only requbite 
to say, that the authors have been encouraged to ap- 
pear again before the public, by the indulgent and 
flattering reception the Naval Sketch Book ob- 
tained in each edition. 

Compared with the view of society contained in 
these pages, the former Work may perhaps have been 
considered too professional for some readers. In the 
present instance, the writers l^ave endeavoured to 
consult the general taste, particularly that of the In- 
fluential Fair, by presenting a story enlivened by 
the introduction of characters, to which parallels may 
have been found within the circle of almost every 
reader^s society ; with -the exception of thef veteran 
hero, whom the cognoscenti may be disposed to con- 
sider a unique. 

In conclusion, it may be necessary to explain the 
reason why the authorship of the former Work was 
announced in the singular number. In some instan- 
ces, the subjects examined were so strictly technical, 
that one of the parties, not being himself a naval man, 
felt a degree of diffidence in seeming to claim a share 
in originating several suggestions, which could only 
have been the fruit of intimate acquaintance with 
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the nrnutUB of the service. In the present instance^ 
it hat been deemed necessary partly to throw off the 
incognito ; and as, among the conjectures which have 
been hazarded by reviewers and others, that Work 
has been confidently asserted to be the joint produc- 
tion of several professional men, the authors beg to 
assure the reader, that whatever merit their former, 
or their present Work may be considered to possess, 
it is not too much to be shared between two indivi- 
duals — a NAVAL OFFICER and a temflar. 






SAILORS AND SAINTS. 



CHAPTER I. 
l'ouverture. 



•A home returning bark- 



Blow fair, thou breeze ! she anchors ere the dark. 

Already doubled is the cape — our bay 

Reeeivea the pruw which proudly spurns the spray. 

Btrox. 

"A STRANGE sail, hy all that's brave:" — exclaimed 
old Captain Crank, as he had adjusted to his eye a favourite 
Dollond's day-and-night telescope, which was handsomely 
mounted in the oriel window of one of the most compact 
neat cottages that graced the picturesque banks of (he 
river Dart. Erected o?i rather an abrupt eminence above 
the cliff, this rural retreat commanded an almost boundless 
view of the English channel on three sides ; save where 
it was intercepted, on the west, by the bold projection of 
the Start Point ; a headland so oi\eh hailed with delight, 
as the harbinger of home, by the returning wanderer of 
the wave. 

" Let me see,'* continued the captain ; " what — three 
reefs out o' the taup^tles* on a wind ! — never did that in 
my time — don't dream of the squall that 'ill catch him off 
the point — a younker, I warrant ! — Shoud'nt wonder if 
his top-masts went over the side ; — all comes of boys ship* 
ping swabst before they shave. — Weather fore-taupsle- 
sheet not hom.e by a fathom — jib stay in a bight, to<H- 

* Topsaili— 4he pronnnoiation of this word instantly deteetf the 
Jaadsman. 
t MooatiBg epaolettesi which io his day denoted a captnii* 

1* 



6 SAILOBS AND SAIKTS. 

Dot a block to be seen low or alofl-^bless my soul !-^nor 
a hand in the chains \* She 's ashore for a shilling." 

But the subject of these testy criticisms soon assumed a 
very different appearance. It was true, that at the mo- 
ment the veteran had pronouncted her ^^ jib-stay to be in a 
bight," and /*^her fore-topsail-sheet not home by a fa- 
thom," her crew were in the act of set^ng up the one, and 
" singling" the other,^-the latter being a practice fre-, 
quently adopted of late by dfficers for the purpose of clew- 
ing up the top sails with a celerity, which to either a novice^ 
or one of the old school of seamen, had all the appearance of 
legerdemain. The critic could not fail to i>e in some 
degree surprised by the effect of this rapid evolution in 
^^ shortening sail ;" and he had the further mortification of 
finding hinnelf ^< out in his reckoning" as to another fore* 
boding ; for the vessel, with all her broad and lofly canvass 
spread, as if wooing the wind, not only stood into her an« 
chorage in admirable style ; but, to the evident mortifica- 
tion of the petulant prophet, took up a safe birth, suddenly 
clewing up every thing, in a position near enough to give 
the veteran a full view from his window, of her busy, but 
orderly deck. 

The only auditors which this nautical Nestor had for his 
critical comments upon the rising generation of our sea- 
men, were two female relatives, who constituted the whole 
of his fireside circle. The elder, a respectable middle- 
aged matron, the captain's sister-in-law ; whose life had 
been sufficiently chequered to have imparted to her cha- 
racter all those chameleon hues, which result from a know- 
ledge of the world. Of an ambitious disposition, though 
humble extraction, she had been principally indebted to a 
fair share of personal attractions for her establishment in 
life, if more than existence it might be called, whose daily 
inconveniences and perplexities were te be constantly en- 
countered and defeated by shifts and evasions absolutely 
necessary to maintain appearances in the early stages of 
her husband's professional career. He had been a coun* 
try attorney in a small town, where the spirit of litigation 
had been restrained by the potent spells of religious enthu- 

;^ * AlMdifeuatoafcertalathsdeptkofwater. 
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siaam ; or, in other wonds, as most of its population wero 
members of the same sect, their disputes were, too often 
for the attorney's interest, amicably adjusted by the inter- 
rention of the pulpit, rather than the woolsack. It was 
not wonderful, Uierefore^ that Crank's prize money should 
now^nd then be invested in other hands than those of the 
Commissioners of the Navy Four-per-Cent». 

The wortliy veteran continued for years to supply the 
wants of a brother, whose choice of a profession had been 
so unfortunate. A sense of dependence and degradation 
gradually brought on an apathy and distaste for life, from 
which the attorney vainly sought relief in the too frequent 
use of spirituous liqudrs ; and he paid (he penalty .pf these 
culpable attempts to escape from the cares of the world, by 
an attack of apoplexy, which closed Jiis career, without 
burdening his family by any regret for his loss. What had 
proved poison to her husband's temporal concerns,. turned 
out a balm to the sorrows of his spouse — she became a 
convert to those principles whose influence had ruined the 
lawyer's practice ; — was frequent in her attendance at 
" meeting ;" — seldom seen at church ; and rose, as vete- 
rans ought in the forces, with her standing, through the 
different grades of "• hearer," " convert," " class-sister," 
and ^' band-sister," until she became as constant in her 
attendance on the service at Zerubbabcl Chapel, as the 
pillar which supported its pulpit. 

The next in order of rank, though far above her in the 
estimation and afiection of the veteran, was his niece. 
Raised to a sphere far beyond her early expectations by 
her kind-hearted uncle, who had adopted her on his bro- 
ther's death, and completed her education at .considerable 
expense ; Emily, like girls of any emulation, rose in spirit 
with her altered circumstances. She must have been dull 
indeed not to have perceived her own increased import- 
ance even while at school, in the deference and marked 
civilities of both mistress, teachers, and school-fellows, 
the moment she was recognised as the presumptive heir- 
ess of the retired old Ingee admiral, the title by which her 
uncle was usually designated. 

Emily had acquired in the captain's society a compe- 
tent acquaintance with sea terms to comprehend that the 
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front, was compressed behind io a neatly tied queue, whicli^ 
without disparagement to the perspicacity displayed by 
money-lenders in our time, might have been discounted 
at sight, for thousands, any day between three and fiye, 
on the Royal Exchange. — To prove that Bellena was no 
stepdame, she had complimented him by a scratch in the 
face (which lubbers would have denominated a frightful 
gash), inflicted by a splinter from a two-and-thirty pound- 
er, as it winged its Wanton way through the quarter deck 
bulwark of the R— r in Rodney*8 ever memorable vic- 
torjF* This, in those days, was a species of reminiscence of 
services, which was somehow very sillily appreciated by our 
officers, when the cheap .distinctions of commemorative 
ribbons and medals were not the only blazonry of valo- 
rous achievements. 

A blue coat, stand-up collar, long in the waist, a 
<^ square tuck,!' with kersey merQ vest, ambitiously display- 
ing on each button ah anchor, the only exterior symbol of 
his profession ; with a pair of blue ^^ unmentionables,'^ 
white fleecy stockings, and short black gaiters, composed 
the atfire of the veteran. 

Tiller completed a triumph on which Hogarth would 
have exercised his pencil with pleasure. He was a tough 
tar, so nearly his master's age, that (he old gentleman, 
when in very 'good humour, used to joke with him fami-' 
liarly on their close approximation in this respect, always 
afTecting to forget who was the elder of the two. — They 
had entered the profession nearly at the same period of 
boyhood ; had seen, therefore, nearly equal periods of ser- 
vice,.for Tiller retlr^ with his master. — Tom, too, bad 
reaped his share of honours, as well as the veteran, having 
been for several years previously, a captain also — that is, 
of a top. He was of a spare habit, extremely bow-leg- 
ged, small in the waist, and long in the arms ; bis eye (for 
he had but one, the other having been whisked out by the 
explosion of a powder-horn, when priming his carrouade 
in action) always resting on his commander's ; his com- 
plexion mahogany, enlivened with an odd streak here and 
there (particularly on the nose) of vermilion, and beto- 
kening long service in a variety of cHmates, as he contend- 
ed — possibly, an undue preference to strong potations. — 
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He^ too, sported a tolerable tail, which, on ordinary oc- 
casions, was bent up in a-bight ; but, on Sundays and 
holydays, was uncoiled, and displayed in all its fair propor- 
tions. — He wore the ordinary dress of a sailor, marked by 
a scrupulous exactness ; and a rigid attention to cleanli- 
ness, as an atonement for a peculiar feeling, which had 
well nigh robbed Camperdown cottage of not the least 
worthy of its inmates. This arose from an attachment to 
his profession, and old habits. In fact, no earthly consi- 
deration could have induced him to substitute a livery for 
the blue jacket and white trowsers of the tar. Indeed, 
when his mistress bad alluded sometimes to the circum- 
8tanc-9 of his appearing in a gentleman's family so singu- 
larly attired, Tiller uniformly accompanied the remark with 
an unconscious stare, as if ignorant of her meaning, and 
an obvious anxiety to leave the room ; though the next 
momiog, while dressing his master, he never neglected 
to signify his unalterable dislike to the proposed innova- 
tion, by alluding to an intention he had long cherished^ 
Ihoi^h as often postponed, to give up service, and go into 
the country to see his friends. — This would have been to 
Crank a separation of soul and body, so that Tiller was 
sure to gain his object, and the point was decided by the 
captain at last jocosely observing to his sister, that ^< it 
was quite out of the question, to expect a square-rigged 
craft, like Tom, ever to bend a fore-and-aft suit of sails." 
. The above sketches from the life will suffice to intro* 
duce to Mxe reader's acquaintance a few of the dramatU 
fcrsoiUB who fi|[ure in these volumes. 
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CHAPTER n. 

JOINING CO. 
Many aprorthy man merificei his peace to formalities. 

L'ESTRAMGE. 

The garden walk terminated with a gate opening int« 
a steep ravine, richly planted and arched overhead, which 
rather abruptly descended to the shore. At some dis- 
tance beneath the umbrageous fohage, two figures were 
seen slowly winding up the ascent. The dim light which 
pervaded this hollow way threw them farther into perspec- 
tive than might have been imagined from the distinctness 
with which their conversation reached the ears of our par- 
ty. The subject was rather startling to the dignity of the 
old gentleman, accustomed as he was to the more stately 
demeanour, and reserved habits of officers in his day. It 
seemed to refer to himself; and the observation had called 
forth a laugh from the superior, as he conjectured, at his 
expense. Nor did the officer (for it now evidently ap- 
peared the couple approaching belonged to the brig) seem 
to be one of those likely to exact much deference from 
his attendant, who, notwithstanding, kept, out of respect 
for his superior, a little better than ^' a boat-hook's length 
in his wake." 

^^ Perhaps, Sir,'' said the inferior, closing up abreast of 
his officer, and who happened to be bqw-man of the boat, 
which had not long landed from the brig, ^^ Perhaps, Sir, 
as I draw less water nor you, it might n't be amiss to let 
me lead through the narrows." 

^^ Why, Jones, you 're as cautious as a Portuguese pi- 
lot," returned the officer ; '' surely we 've no danger t« 
dread." 

^^ I does n't know that^ Sir ; — it 's as well to sound as 
•^flvego. — If you takes my advice, Sir, you 'd 'connitre the 
old boy afore we board him in the smoke." 
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^'I admire your prudence ; but pray, Jones, why tV 
precaution ? The old gentleman appears to have hoist; 
his colours in compliment to the brig's putting, into port ; 
and it 's not likely that an old officer would turn his back 
on a blue-jacket, or shut his doors against a sailor." 

"Why, I hope you *re not out in your reck'niag, Sir; — 
but you see. Sir," said the tar, assuming the air of one 
endowed ^ with a learned spirit of human dealings ;' " you 
see. Sir, when a man 's a long time out o' commission, he 
can't help getting, as a body may say, — shore-hardened a 
bit-^a touch o' the two ways wi' him — heaves-in, you 
know. Sir, when' he means to stick-out ; — and polite enough 
to ax you to freshen your i^ip, when at the same time he 'd 
as soon give you a drop of his blood as a drop of his 
bottle.'* 

*'*' Probably SO ; but I make it a rule never to distrust 
the cloth ; and^ to ijts honour be it said, I 've never yet 
been deceived. But, hollo ! who have we here ?" 

" The commodore, by all that 's blue !" said the bow- 
man, who had previously learned from the fishermen on the 
beach the appellative by which the veteran was known in 
the neighbourhood. " Oh, it 's him. Sir, as sure as a gun, 
for here 's the gate close aboard ; he *s overhard us for 
sartin." 
'* Well, Sir," said the other, elevating his voice sufficiently 
to reach dbtinctly the person it was meant to conciliate, 
"he can have heard nothing of which he or Ihave any 
reason to be ashamed." 

He had hardly time to put his hand to his hat, and sa- 
lute the party, ere the old gentleman accosted him with an 
obviously constrained famUiarity : — 

" Your humble servant. Sir. — I presume the brig 
brought up below is yours ?" 

"I have the honour to belong to her," replied the 
officer. 

" Belong to her ? — you mean she belongs to you. — 
Well, Sir, — ^you 're welcome to the port. — My niece here 
prevailed on me to come down to meet you ; though, I 
assure you, I was not over inclined to start t^ck or sheet. 
— We liners^ you know, are not in the habit of leading 
small craft into their anchorage." % 
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'^ I feel more Hensibly the compliment from its having 
originated with th -^ lady," said the str^ngef , bowing grace- 
fully to Emily, ^' but the Ikct is, I have been sent by Cap* 
tain Staunch to a—" 

^*'Sent!^'' interrupted Crank, in a tone of surprise— 
'' volunteered you mean ? — You*re superseded, I suppose?'* 

" I hope not. Sir." 

*' Hope not ! — Gad, had you been served as I was — 
kept knocking about the North Seas the standing-p&rt of 
a winter's cruize after you were posted^* you would n't 
object to your successor's joining srt soon." 

^^ You labour, I rather think, Sir, under some misappre- 
hension, attributable to my wearing an epaulette, rer- 
haps, Sir, you have not been apprised of the recent change 
in the uniform ?" 

" Change in the unifortn ! — what change ? — My niece 
here generally overhauls the newspapers very sharply, and 
neither of us have read any thing of the matter — have we, 
child ?" 

'^ Pardon me. Sir," said he, ^^ a considerable change has 
taken place. The same uniform which hithisrto distin- 
guished a post-captain under three years' standing, now 
denotes the rank of lieutenant." 

^^ What, Sir, you don't mean to say that the lufitacklef 
has shipped the stDtA .^" 

^^ Yes, iSir, and on the right shoulder." 

^^ Ha ! ha ! ha ! — the service is going headlong to the 
dQviM Then, of course, the wash-boards { are shipped by 
the reefer.§ And so, after all, I'm addressing on/y a lieu- 
tenant ! — is it so, eh ?" 

'* At your service. Sir, only lieutenant, and even second 
lieutenant of His Majesty's sloop Spitfire.*^ 

" D n it, this b the devil's own take-in, my dear," 

said Crank to Emily, aside. — ** Pray, Sir, may I ask your 
name ?" 

" Burton, Sir." 

" Burton ! Burton ! — surely you can't be son to my old 

* Made pott-oaptaiii. t Lieutenant. 

X W)iite facing! of the aniform coat^ formerly indieatii^ the rank of 
lieatenant. < § Midthipniaii. 
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messmate, Bob Burton, who senred as second in the 
Boyne? — But, no ; I remember, like myself, he kept his 
lext through life, never to be hampered with a rib — so that 
can't be, except to be sure, — a side wind." 

He might, perhaps, have pursued the subject farther, 
notwithstanding Emily had disengaged her arm from his to 
occupy herself in unnecessarily adjusting a very delicate 
and faultless spl^cimen of shoe-tie, had not the frown which 
he saw fast gathering on the lieutenant's brow recalled the 
oJd gentleman to a sense of the impropriety of pushing 
this species of equitable dubiety farther as to the parent- 
age of a perfect stranger. He hastened to resume the 
subject ; — luckily, the catch-word suggested itself — " Bur- 
ton, Burton ; — well, and pray, Mr. Burton, if it be a fair 
question," continued the veteran, *' how comes it that as 
second lieutenant, you are the first ofBcer to land from the 
brig ? — I suppose, in those sort of small craf>, there are no 
more cats than catch mice. — A ^i^,you know, Sir, is not 
like a • battle-ship. — To be sure, in my day, the second 
lieutenant of a liner was considered as a sort of spare-top- 
mast, that lay idle on the booms as long as the first was 
standing ; — but times, I perceive, have terribly changed — 
terribly, indeed." 

Though Emily in some measure shared in her uncle's 
mortification at finding, as he had so unceremoniously ex- 
pressed it, that all this while he bad been addressing only 
a lieutenant ; her deportment obviously betrayed even to 
a careless observer, that a considerable degree of interest 
had been already excited by the rencontre. Nor was this 
at all surprising. — Taking her uncle as a specimen of the 
profession, whose temper, notwithstanding his goodness of 
heart, was crabbed, and whose manner and conversation, 
harsh and dictatorial, she was agreeably surprised by the 
fUiafiected manners, easy aflfability, and prepossessing ap- 
pearance of the young ofiicer ; and this surprise mig^t, 
perhaps, best interpret the meaning of those furtive glances 
of her fine dark eyes, which were directed towards him at 
intervals, when she imagined, from his being engaged m. 
conversation with her uncle, there waslittle danger of her 
being detected. 

To keep the veteran no longer lA suspense as to the o|i- 

2* 



IS SAiLoss AND sAnnrs. 

ject of his misrioD, Burton proceeded to acquaint him that 
he came ashore specially for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether fresh provisions and water were to be conyenientty 
obtained in the neighbourhood ? — *' We have, Sir," said 
he, ^^ just retumea from a cruize offScilly, — and — seeing 
St. George's ensign flying at the flag-staff—" 

" Flag'Stafl', young man !" interrupted Crank, " HI have 
you know that Jtag-siBffy as you call it, is the main-to'- 
gallant-mast of a six- and -thirty gun frigate, and no capper- 

har* either. D n it, where are your eyes. Sir ? — 

Bon*t you see she *8 a reg'lar Added royal- mast, cross-trees 
and all complete ? — I'll answer for it, the stay and shrouds 
are made of a better piece of two-and-a-half hawser-laid 
stuff than any you can sport in your a — what d'ye call 
her, Sir ?" 

'• The Spifjlre^^* replied the lieutenant coolly, who per- 
ceived he had a testy customer to deal with, 

" The Spitfire, eh ? — built since my time. — Well, and 
so you say this Spitfire — (gad, you 've got her black 
enouyh to call her the Belzebttb-^zounds I girl, don't be 
treaHinpf on my toes,) and so you 've only come into port 
to rejlenish your water? — you're sure nothing else?— 
capUiin not sick o' the cruize, eh ? — old stationer, you 
know — up to these sort o' rigs." 

'' Sir, it would not become me to disputf? that such may 
be the result of your own experience ; but it would be- 
come me less, tamely to acquiesce in any umleserved cen- 
sure on the conduct of my commander;" and, with a 
graceful inclination of the head towards Emily, he con- 
tinued, " Nor would it be just to the profession or to 
yourself, to omit reminding you that this censure is levelled 
against the most devoted protectors of the sex." 

'* Holloa, young man, — touchy as tinder ! — What tack 
are we on now ? — got hold of a sea-lawyer it seeni. 
However, I like your spirit in sticking up for the disci- 
pline of the service. Respect your superiors — that 's my 
maxim ; — had it painted on the break of the Grampuses 
poop." 

* As UiUwiU be pcrfeetiy w«ll qndentood by those who «re Intemted 
IP the h0iiow«f llie MTviee, and ia l^iHw the eeerat, it iliaUy for th^ 
v( the yeteran, aever be ei^lalnedJB a note of onrs. 
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^ Well, Sir,'* said the lieutenant, ** as duty never admits 
of delay, perhaps you will have the politeness to oblige 
me with your assistance ?" 

** Certainly, Sir, every officer in His Majesty's navy is 
entitled to my good offices, especially on a point of ser- 
vice. If you 're determined not to make for the cottage ; 
my man. Tiller here, shall step to the best butcher in the 
place, and order him to comply with your ' purser's de- 
mand.' By-the-by, how is H be did n't land himself to 
look after his own business ? In my time, NipcJieese* 
would have considered it as good as a re-capture to have 
had such an opportunity of contracting with the butcher." 

Being inade acquainted that this duty had been assigned 
to the lieutenant in conseqtience of the indisposition of 
the purser. Crank proceeded to point out the best water- 
ing-place in the vicinity, adding that, " If it does not 
interfere with your duty, perhaps you Ml take a family din- 
ner with us— eight bells, you know, to a minute," con- 
tinued Crank, pulling out his watch, and comparing it with 
Burton's. 

The lieutenant politely made his acknowledgments, 
giving his assurance that nothing would affiDrd him greater 
pleasure ; but intimated that, as he was on duty, his com- 
pliance would depend upon obtaining leave from his- 
captain. 

" Perhaps, Sir," said Emily, " we may have the addi- 
tional pleasure of your captain's company ?" 

** Why, I don't exactly know what to say to thaU my 
dear;" said Crank. — '* I know, in my time, it wasn't 
quite according to Cocker, for a captsiin and HetUenant to 
dine together ashore — ^but be that Jis it may. Sir — make 
our compliments- — no force, you know — a volunteer 's 
worth two pressed men — say, if he comes, glad to see 
him-— hearty welcome, and all that sort o' thing. You 
may depend on it, there 's some capital stuff in the store- 
room."^ 

Bowing to both. Burton informed them that tlie acci- 
dent which afforded him the pleasure of this introduction, 
wotdd, he feared, prevent his commander partaking in 
their hospitality, " It was but the other day," he -said, 

* Nioknam^w poner. 
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'•'* that the captain had a narrow escape, by the falling, of 
a block from aloft : fortunately, however, it only fell on 
his foot ; but the contusion is sufficiently severe to confine 
him to his cabin/' 

"Aye, aye! nothing but negligence — now that^s a 
thing I never would forgive — a block or marlinspike 
falling from aloft, was always three dozen in my time." . 

This hint seemed to be little relished by the lieutenant's 
attendant, who, turning up the whites of his eyes, muttered, 
in an almost audible tone — "■ Precious times them ! — 
suppose a poor fellow fell from aloft, dare say they'd a 
brought him to,a reg'lar-built court martial, if he had n't 
the good fortun to fall on his pate and knock out his 
brains." 

'' Talking of blocks falling from aloft, reminds me," 
said Crank, " of a sad accident which happened aboard 
the Ramilies — RamUies ? — let 's see, was 't the Ramilies, 
or the Boyne ? — right, the Ram ; because now I remem- 
ber, 'twas just after I became ^r*^ of the former. 
Well, you must know, Sir, one day, in a general chase to 
windward — cracking on as much as ever we could stagger 
under tripple-reefed taupsles and courses — a cursed cross- 
sea running — taking it in clean over all — " 

Here Emily, aware, from experience, of the probable 
prolixity of her uncle's stories, whenever he commenced 
to touch on technicals with so formidable a flourish as 
" trip pie- feefs — cross-seas — and cracking on canvass," 
correctively placed her hand on her uncle's sleeve, remind- 
ing him, the ^^ the gentleman had to repair on board, and, if 
he expected him to return to dinner, he bad better reserve 
the catastrophe until they again met ;" a hint which was 
gladly followed by the heu tenant politely taking leave, for 
the present, and expressing a hope that he should be 
favoured with that anecdote, or any other fruits of his ex- 
perience, when he had the pleasure to rejoin them. 

According to this arrangement, the ofi^r, now accom- 
panied by TUler and the bowman, descended to the beach 
to examine the watering-place. The one-eyed tar having 
pointed out the road, the lieutenant preceded his com- 
panions, neither of whom were remarkable for taciturnity. 
Indeed, from the first moment, each bad eyed the other 
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with a secret deterlnuiation to exchange shots in a civil 
conversational way, having gradually slackened their puce, 
so as to fall into the rear, and to get out of hearing, when 
the bowman thus broke sileoce— 

^^ I say, shipmate — what sort of a birth have you got on 
it here ? — A rum rating— I take it ?" 

^^ Rum as it is, I reckon it *s better nor A. B.**^ aboard 
a man-o'-war." ' 

*^ Well, I did n*t say the birth was a bad un« — for tho' 
you've a fiddled stickj there, stepped on the top o' the hill, 
I take it you seldom shin up to rig the upper royal-yard 
arm ?" 

** Why, no," — retorted Tiller ; — " we don't cross 
broom-sticks here ; — tbo' we 've eight hours in of a night, 
we 've something else to do in the day." 

" There, now, that 's what I Ve been just a thinking ;" 
said the bowman, who was quite a match for Tom in 
good-humoured retort— ^^ and what's more, from what I 
overhears just now, i take it the old gemman's rather a 
taut hand in a watch ; — he *d sooner, 1 reckon, sarve-out 
three dozen^ nor double allowance ?"| 

^^ Why, for the matter o' that, he could sarvc out both to 
them as desarved it." 

*• Well, — there's never no denying but some, o' the 
sim'lar sort have their good pints, as well as their bad 
uns." 

*^ Pints," said Tiller, — assuming an air of importance—* 
^< he 's as many pints as the coinpass, if you only knew 
how to box 'em. — I knows his trim better nor most, and 
take him, fry, or large, you '11 not find his match in a 
million. — The gout, to be sure, sometimes sets him a 
snarling, when it makes him lie by with his legs in limbo ; 
-^an^e 's not over pleased when his sister-in-law — a sort 
oWU clargyman — tarns to a preaching, and tries to gam- 
mon the old man out of a Newland,§ for divarting the 
Jews, as she calls it ; — j|pt the breezy once over, the sea 
soon goes down. — Wein but I say-^that seems a crack 
craft o' your's !" added Tom, assuming a livelier tone. 

** You may say that, my bo," said the younger tar, 
*^ when you next write home to your friends. — The very 

* A. B— AUe leMMii. t A flagstaff. 

t Is aUnstoii to double allowance or|rof . $ A bank note. 
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barkey as can run in the guns — send down royal and to'« 
gallant yards — hoist the boats in, and pipe the hammocks 
down all in the same breath." 

*^ And in course, sarve out slops too, at the same time/' 
returned Tiller, thinking that his companion was drawing 

upon his credulity. *' But, I say, how is 't you '?e got 

her black and all black?" 

" There's the beauty on her ! — why, d'ye think she '# 
like a lady, as wants paint and ribbons* to show-off her 
sheer ? — did you ever see a swan sit prouder in a pond ?" 
said the bowman,^ pointing to the vessel at her anchorage 
— "I wish you could only see her gilt stars astern — look at 
her figure-head, glittering like a guinea in the sun, as much 
as to say — < there's take the shine.' — Twig her bottom, as 
bright as a new-coined copper : — that 's scudding, not 
scouring^] old boy ! — Look at her bulging bow — grad'- 
ally swelling from the sarfus up — for all Ihe world like a 
lady's bosom, shored-up by a taut pair o' stays. — See her 
sticks,! how they stand — stayed to an affigraphy ;§ — 
there's yards, for you — as square as a die ; — did you ever 
see such white and well-stowed hammocks afore ?" 

"Oh, the craft's very well," said Tiller,— (" Right-a- 
Iiea^, Sir !" sung out Thomas, perceiving the lieutenant 
now at a loss for his way to the stream) — " the craft 's 
very well herself — but — " 

**^But — but what now?" interrupted Tiller's com- 
panion ; " if you could only haul up the lid o' your 
t'other top-light, you 'd see she was more nor well." 

'' Come — come — steady a bit — right your helm — you 
needn't be in such an infarnal taking — I was only going to 
ax — what sort of officers you' a-got." 

'^ Oilicers ? — why there 's not a bad-un abroad — the 
skipper 's a sailor himself, — and what 's more, a sailor's 
friend— his face 's like a summer's morn, it smileslVb 
every thing it looks." 

* The painted moalding^ along a •hip'* side are termed, io Bautical 
language, ribbons. 

t 8coariofir* — Many vessels were in the habit of f conring their copper, 
to gi^e it a bright appearance. 

f Masts. 

§ A sailor's term for a nicety.—*' Exactness."— >A8 UtUe reason, per* 
haps, can be nven for the nse of the terra in this aense, as for calling a 
be?erage, made out of bomt biscnit and water ** Ge-o-graphj." 
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'^ D ^n your smilers — I can't abide 'em — Pd put as 

much trust in a smiler as I would* — aye, in a compasS" 
card nailed to the deck.*' 

'* Weil, but I tells you he 's none o' the sort — he '« none 
o' your chaps as 'ave always a smile on their mug fbr 
a lady ashore, and a firown on their phiz for a fellow 
afloat." 

** But M he a fellow," said Tiller, ' * as is always the 
same? — can stand up, as well under his canvass on one 
tack as t'other ? — none o' your skippei for me as are 
pleased in port and savage at sea — I ' ve seen enough o' 
them sort o' chaps, as are only polite among petticoats. 
— Where was two fancier fellows wi' the women nor 
P and P ? see them a taunto, in their shore- 
going togs, and you 'd swear, from their bowing and 
scraping, and sending for'ard their pates, as they stuck 
out their starns, they were a pair o* your reg'lar- built, 
parlee-voo hop-kickers — But get 'em once in blue water 
-—once out o' their sweet scented suds, and see what a 
Billingsgate battery they 'd open on all as corned under 
their fire.** 

*^'But damn it, man, doesn't I tell you," returned the 
bowman, rather warmly, '* that he 's none o' tlie sort at 
all ?" 

•* Well, then — what sort are the rest o' your ofHcers ? 
— kase, you know, one chafed strand 's enough to con- 
demn a ^hole cable. — (Straight on, under the cHif, Sic^" 
said Tiller, again hailing the lieutenant) — '^ what serf o' 
chaps are they,?'.' 

*' Why, there 's the first lieutenant, to be sure, gels 
sometimes a-head of his reck'ning — does things hand over 
hand^n ahurry — but there '« the bdy,*' said the bowman, 
pointing to Burton, who was too far a-head to overhear 
th^ir conversation — ** that 's the boy as can box the brig 
about — he caii do more wi* the watch Aan t'other could 
do with all hands — He 's the smartest young fellow I ever 
sce'd in my day, and never axes a man to do more nor he 
can do himself. — I 'members one morn, lying, iuoored at 
Spithead, when the first leaAenant was ash^m on leave, 
and he was left dicky aboard, and, bekase we wasn't jKr«^, 
aa u^al, in crossing to' -gallant yards — may I never see 
light if he didn't send the sticks up and down thirteeii:tiiive^» 
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afore he piped to breakfast — and the twelfth time, he go 
so vexed (what no man afore ever seed in the ship) tha 
be sings out to Bob Law, the second captain of the foM 
top, as was rigging the upper yard-arm at the time— 
' Either you or me,' says he, ^ Mister Law, 's a tailor/— 
*■ / sarved my time to the «ert,' says Bob. —' Then the sei 
fiarved out a lubber^^ says t'other — what puts Rob, jo\ 
know, so much on his pluck« that, singing out loud enoug] 
for all hands to iiear him aboard, ' / 'd like,' says Bob, * U 
see the follow % the fleet, as could rig an upper-yard- ara 
smarter nor me.' — * You wovld^ would ye ?' says the leal 
tenant, with the blood flying up in his face — ' Here 
Stowel,' says he to the master, ' send the yards up,' sayi 
he, and flymg for'ard, he flings ofl* his coat on one of tbi 
guns, runs aloft like a lampUghter, and afore he gets fairh 
a foot in the top, he sing« out, *• sway away, master, dami 
it, don't wait for me, man !' Well, you know, tho' ther< 
wasn't a man in the brig that wouldnH go further, aye 
further than Fid)er*s Green for him — still, it wasn't ii 
natur, you know, to let poor Bob be beat by a gemman— 
so, you see, they make the devil's own run with the yarc 
rope, to sway tbe upper-yard arm out of his fist, but he 
wa8 too sharp for 'em all — for he bevelled it so well at th< 
must head, us he held the lifl-and-braco in both hands, thai 
tiie stick flew thro' 'em just like a fair leader — and there 
was the fore-to'-gallant yard across, aye, half-a-miDUti 
afore the main was rigged." 

*' Well," said Tiller, " I suppose Mr. Law, as you calli 
him, looked a bit blue ?" 

<^ Why, you may suppose be dropped his peak^ aB soon 
as the lealtenant comes down on' deck, and says, with a 
sort of swagger, 'There, my maa, you^ee,' says he, *you 
see, I never axes another to do what I couldn't do heUer 
myself!' — *• Weil,' says Bob, cheering up a bit, so as to 
clinch the concern at once, ^ I declare to my God, Sir,* 
says he, ^ 1 axes your pardon, but I didn't think 'twas up 
mortal man to beat Bob Law at any thing alofl — and I'm 
blowed," said be, Mf 1 turn ray back to another in the fleet 

'sides yoiiraelf ' 1 doesn't know whether this palavei 

e' Bob's pleases the leaflenant or no, but I knows, evei 
since, they've both taken tofttber as iiafral ta brandy and 
water." 
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'' They had now reached the watering-place, and the lieu- 
tenant expressed himself satisfied with its appearance. 
ObserFing to the bowman that it would require no great 
length of hose to (ill the casks, he speedily rejoined the 
boat's crew on the beach, and pulledfor the brig. 



CHAPTER III. 

DANDYISM. 



-The fint reqoett 



He made, was, like hii brothen to be drefs^d. 

Drtdbk. 

Alseady all was activity on board. The yawl and cut 
ter had been hoisted out off the booms, and filled with * 
breakers (let not the landsmen be alarmed) and empty 
casks. The crews had been piped awi^ by order of the 
senior lieutenant, and the movement was only interrupted 
by the ringing of the captain's bell, and the appearance of 
the orderly^ requesting the attendance of the lieutenant in 
the cabin. 

It was remarked of the commander, that whenever acci- 
deai or indisposition prevented his doing the duties of his 
station, in person* he was more particularly tenacious that 
those, on whom it devolved, should strictly adhere te the 
maxims be had laid down for the government of the brig, 
in almost every possible case. Acquainted with every 
detail of duty, he had often felt the harassing inconve-, 
nience to which men, and the best men, are oflen put, by 
the want of foresight and method evinced by officers in the 
most ordinary points of service. To meet emergencies 
of this nature, he had formed a brief code of regulations. 
applicable to his own ship's company. His anxiety to 
attaip a high state of discipline, and at the same time en- 
sure the cogaforts of his crew, induced him continually to 
make additions. — Still, muck was necessarily left to the 

Vol. L— 3 
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^' I feel more Hensibly the complimerit from its having 
originated with th -^ lady," said the stronger, bovring grace- 
fully to Emily, ^' but the fact is, I have been sent by Cap* 
tain Staunch to a——" 

^'' SerU!*^ interrupted Crank, in a tone of surprise — 
*' volunteered you mean ? — You*re iluperseded, t suppose?'* 

'' I hope not, Sir." 

''Hope not! — Gad, had you been served as I was — 
kept knocking about the North Seas the standing- part of 
a winter's cruize after you were posted^* you would n't 
object lo your successor's joining so soon." 

*' You labour, I rather think, Sir, under some misappre- 
hension, attributable to my wearing an epaulette. Per- 
haps, Sir, you have not been apprised of the recent change 
in the uniform ?" 

" Change in the uniform ! — what change ? — My niece 
here generally overhauls the newspapers very sharply, and 
neither of us have read any thing of the matter — have we, 
child ?" 

'^ Pardon me. Sir," said he, '^ a considerable change has 
taken place. The same uniform which hitherto distin- 
guished a post-captain under three years' standing, now 
denotes the rank of lieutenant." 

'^ What, Sir, you don't mean to say that the lufitacklej 
has shipped the stoai^" 

^^ Yes, Sir^ and on the right shoulder." 

'^ Ha ! ha ! ha ! — the service is going headlong to the 
d^vil ! Then, of course, the wash-boards]; are shipped by 
the reefer.§ And so, after all, I'm addressing only a. lieu- 
tenant ! — is it so, eh t" 

'* At your service. Sir, only lieutenant, and even second 
lieutenant of His Majesty's sloop Spitfire" 

" D n it, this is the devil's own take-in, my dear," 

said Crank to Emily, aside. — ** Pray, Sir, may I ask your 
name ?" 

" Burton, Sir." 

'^ Burton ! Burton ! — surely you can't be son to my old 

* Made pott-oaptain. t Lieotenant. 

I White faeioga of the aBifomi coat, formerlv indieating the rank of 
lieatenaiit, • { Mi(|ahiiiiiiaa. 
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messmate^ Bob Burton, who served as second in the 
BoyiieP — But, no ; I remember, like myself, he kept his 
text through life, never to be hampered with a rib — so that 
can't be, except to be sure, — a side wind." 

He might, perhaps, have pursued the subject farther, 
notwithstanding Emily had disengaged her arm from his to 
occupy herself in unnecessarily adjusting a very delicate 
and faultless spl^cimen of shoe-tie, had not the frown which 
he saw fast gathering on the lieutenant's brow recalled the 
old gentleman to a sense of the impropriety of pushing 
this species of equitable dubiety farther as to the parent- 
age of a perfect stranger. He hastened to resume the 
subject ; — luckily, the catch-word suggested itself — " Bur- 
ton, Burton ; — well, and pray, Mr. Burton, if it be a fair 
question," continued the veteran, " how comes it that as 
second lieutenant, you are the first officer to land from the 
brig ? — I suppose, in those sort of small craft, there are no 
more cats than catch mice. — A hrig^ you know, Sir, is not 
like a • battle-ship. — To be sure, in my day, the second 
lieutenant of a liner was considered as a sort of spare-top- 
mast, that lay idle on the booms as long as the Jirst was 
standing ; — but times, I perceive, have terribly changed — 
terribly, indeed." 

Though Emily in some measure shared in her uncle's 
mortification at finding, as he had so unceremoniously ex- 
pressed it, that all tiiis while he had been addressing only 
a lieutenant ; her deportment obviously betrayed even to 
a careless observer, that a considerable degree of interest 
had been already excited by the rencontre. Nor was this 
at all surprising. — Taking her uncle as a specimen of the 
profession, whose temper, notwithstanding his goodness of 
heart, was crabbed, and whose manner and conversation, 
harsh and dictatorial, she was agreeably surprised by the 
Vnafiected manners, easy affability, and prepossessing ap- 
pearance of the young officer ; and this surprise mig^t, 
perhaps, best interpret the meaning of those furtive glances 
of her fine dark eyes, which were directed towards him at 
intervals, when she imagined, from his being engaged ia 
conversation with her uncle, there was little danger of her 
being detected. 

To keep the veteran no longer lA suspense as to the od- 
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torrid zone, and therefore better able by "natur" to be«r 
the burning fervours of a galley-£u:e in the dog-days. 

From reflections far less philoeophical than the preced- 
ing, our lieutenant was aroused by hearing the bell strike 
seven.* 

" What ! Powers that be ! is that seven bells ?— only 
half an hour to rig and run ashore. — Come, Lively," said 
he to his boy, who had reluctantly relinquished his post 
of honour to another youngster — "Come,— send the 
barber aft in a minute." 

" Aye, aye, Sir," said the same loquacious top-nan, 
who happened to be standing at the fore piirt of the steer- 
age passage, and who appeared to be one ol those " privi- 
leged men," or rather licensed wits, that may be IbuDd 
in every ship in the service. — " Pass the word there tbi 
^Lathering Bob.' — Tell him to bear a hand aft: the 
second leaftenant wants hismuzzle-lashingofi'in a crack." 

" I '11 muzzle you. Sir," said Burton, " if 1 hear any 
more of that sort of singing oui about the decks ;" when, 
retiring to the gun-room^ he continued, as he rummaged 
his pockets, " I say, steward, did you see my keys any 
where ? — But it 's ever the way when one 's in a hurry. — 
Come, Mister Purser, no tricks upon travellers; — these 
sort of practical jokes are very well in a midshipman^e 
birth ; — besides, they are but a poor recompense for my 
performance of your duty." 

" My duty !" replied the purser, in a cynical tone, — 
^^ I 'm on the doctor's list.— Some oite must have takes 
the * demand- for beef on shore, or we should have had no 
fresh grub to have stopped your grumbhng mouth." 

<' Pleaze, Sir, all the black'ng 's out this week past," 
interrupted Burton's domestic, drawling out his words 
monosyllabirally. • 

This intelligence was quickly succeeded by another of 
almost as pleasing a nature. — The marine to whose foster- 
ing charge the lieutenant's holyday inexpressibles had 
been consigned, appeared at the gun-room door with a 
woful face, and, preluding with a scratch of the head, 
reported — " The pantaloons. Sir, are rather out o' con.- 

* Seven bellsi balf>past three% 
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«9tion. They must hnie been put by wet and got mil- 
dewed. Besides, Sir, here 's an ugly blotch of port wine 
in front. I *ve been trying to coax it out with a little hot 
pipe-clay, but I cun't come it. I was thinking, if so 
be. Sir, as you must wear 'em, that you 'd better keep 
a small bit of pipe-clay in your pocket, and touch 'em 
now and again as soon as the^ gets dry enough ; but 
you 'd better )et them be, till you gets in the wind." 

'"' In the wind !— curse you, I believe you 're all in the 
wind." 

Some one with hurried loot came tumbling down the 
after ladder, and announced, **• Sir, there 's a ni hift* flying 
ashore, and the first lieutenant thinks it for you." 
j.Tbe rapid announcement of one calamity after the othery 
(for calamities they mu^t all be coniiidered liy a man in 
a hurry,) strongly reminded him of the perplexities of that 
pattern of patience mentioned in sacred history, and he re- 
solved to bear all his misfortunes with the equanimity of 
his parallel ; but unluckily this composure was destined 
to be short lived, for in his eagerness to expedite his dress- 
ing, he the next moment thrust his heel right through his 
stocking. The weight of his woes, ag|2iravated l^ this 
additional interruption, overcame all his self-possession, 
and with a hearty imprecation he shouted out, ^^ What 
next ?— any more of Job^s comforters ?" 

Irritated as he was by these occurrences, what must 
have been the effect produced on his too sensitive ear by 
the report of a gun, or, as ladies ^ould donominate it, a 
cannon from the shore ? Another of the mesBi^ngers al- 
luded to, determined not to lose this too fortunate oppor- 
tunity of trying his temper, ^^ sung down" the sky-light^ 
'^ Mr. Hasty says that '# for you, Sir, and you '11 be too late 
for dinner." 

l^he report of the gun was echoed by a crash below, 
arising from the violent contact with the beams above of 
a bootjack, which lay too conveniently close to the hand 
of the irritated lieutenant, as he hove it at the messenger's 
head, exclaiming, ^^ and that^s for you, young fellow." 

' * Wbif!. — An eD«igti tied up tnmsTerMly, to at to fly folded np at the 
eitremify ncareM to ike maat, or flug-staff. 

3* 
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The pantaloons were again exhibited, while Lively pros- 
trated the tawney-coluured boots at his feet. This was 
too much for his philosophy. It was impossible, he 
thought, to make his appearance before the sex in such 
shabby attire. Not a lawyer's clerk at assizes — ^not a 
barber's apprentice parading Hyde Park on a Sunday — 
or a Jew rigged out on the shabfoash in some of his best 
saleable second-hand clothes, thought he, but must appear 
more gay and debonair in the eyes of the sex. 

«' D n it,'* cried Hasty, opening the sky-light hatch, 

^^ you 're as long bedizening as a bride, and all for that 
old buffer on the hilL One would think you were bracing 
up for a ball ; or rigging out for a levee of syrens. — Come, 
better bear a hand, the people are going to supper pre- 
sently, and then we won't be able to spare you a boat." 

" Spare I" said Burton, " that 's just like you ; it 's long 
before you 'd spare one even a bottle of blacking, and 
when I do go on shore, (which is seldom enough,) I should 
like to support the character of the cloth." 

*' Well — rather than have a cannonading from the old 
boy's battery ashore, I '11 rig you out to the nines. But 
here we have it," continued Hasty, moving from the sky- 
light, and pointing his glass out of one of the port-holes, 
in the direction of the cottage — " here we have it, for 
there comes the gunner with a red-hot poker." 

Having so said, he despatched his servant for the neces- 
sary essentials for Burton, premising in a whisper— ^^^ By 
no means let him have my best shore-going swab." 

This intimation given with respect to the poker, was no 
false alarm, for the conclusion of Hasty 's speech was ac- 
companied by a reverberation of echoes from the neigh- 
bouring hills-, which sufiiciently testified that much longer 
delay would be fatal to the festivities of the evening. 

*^ What a provoking hurry I" cried Burton. 

<^0n deck there!" cried the captain, through his sky- 
light, which was usually kept open vvhcn the weather was 
fine — " What guns are those firing? — Any thing in dis- 
tress in the offing ?" > 

" No, Sir I" replied Hasty, " only Mr. Burton in dis- 
tress for time and togs — I 'vc relieved him from one em- 
|)arrassmcnt — perhaps you '11 extricate him from another. 
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and save time, by allowing the gig to land him. Indeed, 
it may be beat for ourselTes," added the first lieutenant, 
rather drily ; ^^ for the old gentleman ashore seems so pep- 
pery, I should 'nt wonder if the next gun was shotted !" 

'^Come, Hasty," said the captain, ^^ thai 'a rather a 
wild conjecture — but it 's not fair to taunt poor Burton ; ho 
may yet have the laugh against you. Man the gig, and 
land ham at once, and tell him to say something ciTil to 
the old gentleman for me." 

With one spring from bis cabinnioor, on to the gun- 
room table ; a vault upon deck, aided by the rim of the 
sky-light, he hastily descended the brig's side, and jumped 
into the boat, ere she had been completely manned. But 
his flight was not unattended by defeat ; for the boat had 
hardly reached her destination half-way. when he thought 
he perceived the coxswain eyeing his dress with a signifi- 
cant look, as if he had detected his borrowed plumage. 

^* Whj, coxswain," said Burton, ''*' you seem to be over- 
hauling my rigging very closely, — is there any thing 
amiss ?" 

^^ I does n*t exactly know, Sir ; but it looks to me, Sir. 
as if you 'd carried away the weather topping-lifl of your 
trowsers — the lee^leacb, you see. Sir, is as slack as water.'* 

<^ Curse it, if I haven't carried away my braces spring- 
ing up that infernal sky-light. — Back water your starboard 
oars — no, avast there — give way again — won 't do to go 
back to the brig— 4^11 make shifl with one o 'yours." 

*^ Mine^ Sir !" said-the coxswaia( startled at the lieute- 
nant's entertaining ihe idea that a sailor ever wore a sus- 
pender in his life — ^^ Mine^ Sir ! I hope you don't take mc 
for a soger. Sir ! / never wants any thing to keep the eyes 
of my rigging from slipping down over the hounds o' the 
mast. But here's a bit o' rope yard in the bottom o' the 
boat." 

" Why, Bill," said the bowman, '* there 's a piece of 
dry parcelling in the locker abafl, as 'ill make a good pre- 
venter-brace on a pinch." 

^^ That's right, Jones," said th&<lieutenant, brightening 
up at the bowman's suggestion — ^^ that's right, my man 
— put me in mind to-morrow to give you a glass of gro^ 
ibr the thought." 
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barkey as can run in the guns — send down royal and to'- 
gallant yards — hoist the boats in, and pipe the hammocks 
down all in the same breath." 

^^ And in course, sarve out slops too, at the same time," 
returned Tiller, thinking that his companion was drawin jf 

upon his credulity. " But, I say, how is 't you 've got 

her black and all black?" 

" There's the beauty on her ! — why, d'ye think she '# 
like a lady, as wants paint and ribbons* to show-off her 
sheer ? — did you ever see a swan sit prouder in a pond ?" 
said the bowman, pointing to the vessel at her anchorage 
— "I wish you could only see her gilt stars astern — look at 
her figure-head, glittering like a guinea in the sun, as much 
as to say — < there's take the shine.' — Twig her bottom, as 
bright as a new-coined copper : — that 's scudding, not 
scouring^] old boy ! — Look at her bulging bow — grad'- 
ally swelling from the sarfus up— for all the world like a 
lady's bosom, shored-up by a taut pair o' stays. — See her 
sticks,{ how they stand — stayed to an affigraphy ;§ — 
there's yards, for you — as square as a die ; — did you ever 
see such white and well-stowed hammocks afore ?" 

" Ob, the craft's very well," said Tiller,— (" Right-a- 
heaS, Sir !" sung out Thomas, perceiving the lieutenant 
now at a loss for his way to the stream) — "the craft's 
very well herself — but — " 

*«^But — but whcU now?" interrupted Tiller's com- 
panion ; " if you could only haul up the lid o' your 
t'other top-light, you 'd see she was more nor well." 

" Come — come — steady a bit — right your helm — you 
needn't be in such an infarnal taking — I was only going to 
ax — what sort of officers you' a -got." 

" Officers ? — why there *s not a bad-un abroad — the 
skipper 's a sailor himself, — and what 's more, a sailor's 
friend --his face 's like a summer's morn, it smilesVki 
every thing it looks." 

* The psinted moaldiogs aloog a ahip^ aide are termed, io nautical 
language, ribbons. 

t ScouriDg. — Many vessels were In the habit of tconring their copper, 
to give it a bright appearance. 

f Masts. 

§ A sailor's term for a nicety.—*' Exactness."— As UtUe reason, per- 
haps, can be eiven for the nie of the term in this tense, a« for calling a 
bererage, mw out of bomt bis coit and water " Ge-o-graphy." 
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** D ^n your smilers— I can't abide 'em — I'd put as 

much trust in a smiler as I wouldf — aye, in a compass- 
card nailed to the deck." 

** Wel]« but I tells you he 's none o' the sort — he '« none 
o' your chaps as 'a?e always a smile on their mug for 
' a lady ashore, and a frown on their phiz for a fellow 
afloat." 

** But w he a fellow," said Tiller, ' * as is always the 
samet — can stand up, as well under his canvass on one 
tack as t'other ? — none o' your skippei for me as are 
pleased in port and savage at sea — I ■\e seen enough o' 
them sort o' chaps, as are only polite among petticoats. 
— Where was two fancier fellows wi' the women nor 
P and P ? see them a taunto, in their shore- 
going togs, and you 'd swear, from their bowing and 
scraping, and sending for'ard their pates, as they stuck 
out their starns, they were a pair o* your reg'lar- built, 
parlee-voo hop-kickers — But get 'em once in blue water 
-^once out o' their sweet scented suds, and see what a 
Billingsgate battery they 'd open on all as corned under 
their fire.** 

*^'But damn it, man, doesn't I tell yon," returned the 
bowman, rather warmly, ** that he 's none o' the sort at 
all ?" 

'* Well, then — what sort are the rest o' your olTicers ? 
— kase, you know, one chafed strand 's enough to con- 
demn a "whole cable. — (Straight on, under the cliff, Sii:^" 
said Tiller, again hailing the lieutenant) — <' what sorf o' 
chaps are they,?.' 

'* Why, there 's the first lieutenant, to be sure, gels 
sometimes a-head of hisreck'ning — does things hand over 
hand^ m a hurry — but there '« the boy," said the bowman, 
pointing to Burton, who was too far a-head to overhear 
thbir conversation — ^* that 's the boy as can box the brig 
about — he can do more wi* the watch than t'other could 
do with all hands — He 's the smartest young fellow 1 ever 
see'd in my day, and never axes a man to do more nor he 
can do himself. — I 'members one morn, lyinff.^oored at 
Spithead, when the first leaflenant was ashinVr on leave, 
and he was lefl ^ky aboard, and, bekase we wasn't jtr#^, 
-ai usua}, in crossing to'-gaUant .yards— ^may I never see 
light if he didn't send the sticks up and down thirteentim^^ 
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CHAPTER Iir. 



TUE €OTTAGE. 



A ship 'a a sailor'* house, d'ye see. 

Sea Song. 

Thehe was a peculiarity in the construction of the cot- 
tage, which, however at variance with the prevailing taste 
in architecture, harmonized precisely with the wants and 
wishes of its proprietor. The apartments were all en the 
ground floor, Crank having, as he expressed it, served so 
long in a liner^ and being so sickened of tumbling down 
hatchways, and trotting up ladder-s, that be was deter- 
mined to end his days under a single-decked roof, and to 
have every thing in it flush fore-and-»f\ ; in«wbich senti- 
ment, if such it may be called, every officer who has served 
on board a similar ship, will assuredly sympathize. 

The diniifgand drawing rooms communicated with each 
other ; but their occasional separation, which, in any other 
man's house, would have been eifected by doors, were 
here accomplished, at the proprietor's express desire, by 
what he termed two '* sliding gunters.^^ These were 
pannels running in grooves within the walls, and were 
constructed of massive mahogany-— Crank asserting that 
" thick bulk-heads were, in many respects, very conducive 
to comfort, not only keeping out wind and -weather, but 
what, in his mind, was of greater importance — ^ woman's 
talk.' " 

The furniture in these rooms was arranged with that 
nautical nicety so peculiar to the profession. The chairs 
were of a cottage pattern ; but where the votary of music 
would have preferred a lyre, the spirit of the tar broke out 
in substituting for their backs the more appropriate em- 
blem of the ''foul-anchor,^' which in either morning visits, 
or after dinner, frequently furnished an illustrative topic 
for the information of his rustic acd gaping visiters. The 
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floor, as is usual in admirals' cabins, was covered with 
green baize ; and a splendid *^ Union Jack," worked in 
worsted by the hands of the fair Emily, served the ostensi- 
ble purpose of a rag, and concealed the inhospitable 
hearth. — Inhospitable-^t however was ; for Crank had a 
seaman*8 prejudice on the subject, and would not for 
worlds have suffered friend or foe to tread on it. The 
preservation of this singular regulation was pregnant with 
much difficulty, and an occasional remonstrance from his 
sister as to its absurdity, with respect to a hearth-rug ; 
which, in alJ other houses, she argued was the very 
centre of social comfort. To this his constant rejoinder 
was — ^^ Damme, it shall never be said where / 're the 
command, the Union-Jack of old England was trampled 
under fix>t." This served him as summer logic, but with 
the approach of winter the enthusiast found his ground no 
longer tenable, and was obliged to enter into a compro- 
mise, not without a passing regret as to the honour of the 
flag, by laying it up in ordinary for four months in the year. 

As things stood now, ^^ a preventer- brace" of brass sur- 
rounded it, as if to warn the incautious stranger this was 
consecrated ground. The curtains were of mazarine blue, 
and, under the superintendence of Crank, were fitted by 
Tiller with regular ^^ buntlines" and ^^ leech- lines,*' like 
those attached to the courses of a ship. Indeed the fitting 
of these curtains not only drew forth from the veteran's 
sister many a remonstrance, but was a source of constant 
warfare between thum ; one wishing them made more 
congenial to modern taste, while the other would fre- 
quently accompany his determination on the subject witli 
an earnest asseveration that, ^^ as long as the breath was 
in his body, every curtain in the cottage should clew and 
brail up, man-o'-war fashion." 

A handsome brass bracket projected from the wall on 
a scroll, the purpose of which, in its present state, it was 
not now easy to divine ; but whenever an attack of gout 
assailed his master, Tiller was wont to affix thereto a tail 
block, or pully, through the sheeves of which he reeved 
a regular topping- lifl of silken cordage connected with the 
falling leaf of the patient's chair, so that he could either 
raise or lower the afflicted member at bis pleasure ; if we 
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may be pardoned for the profanation of using the ternn 
pleasure under circumstances of such exquisite pain. 

Proof impressions of the mott celebrated naval battles, 
by Lautherbourgj and exquisite sea views by Vemet^ ia 
costly frames, t'antasticaily carved with conch-shells,- tri- 
tons, add dolphins en suite, adorned the walls of i>otb apart- 
ments. In the intervals between the panels,' portraits of 
the favourite naval heroes of his time were most appropri- 
ately introduced. High 'above the rest, and in the post 
of honour, stood in massive gilding, a spirited representa- 
tion in water-colours, by an able artist, under the anxious 
suggestion and critical correction of the captatn himself 
(albeit, not a draughtsman), of the ever memorable vic- 
tory of the twelfth of April, (1782) at the moment the 
Count De Grasse had struck to the gallant Rodney. 

At the opposite end of the drawing-room, on a hand- 
somely-mounted marble slab, taken from the grotto of 
Antiparos by his boafs crew, while he was employed m 
protecting our trade in the Levant, stood a complete model 
of a first-rate- man-of-war ; on ordinary occasions, covered 
by a frame of plute-glass, edged with blue and gold. Oa 
festive occasions, when unoovered, a polite intimation in 
Tiller's best crow-quill hand was appended, advertising 
the unwary to beware in the following characteristic 
words : 

^' Landsmen and Lubbers are requested not 

to come within a Boat-hook^ s length of 

the / 

boyne:' 

The window blinds were, like the cottager's chest of 
drawers, 

" Contrived a doable debt to pay," 

and being covered on the inside with charts of the Channel, 
the West Indies, Levant, and Cattegat ; either excluded, 
as Crank jocosely would say, '^ the light when too strong, 
or threw a light on the subject when lubbers were in the 
dark." Indeed, so deeply devoted to his profession was 
the veteran, that he could not dispense with an allusion to 
it in the minutest details of his household. — Every bell-pull 
was an anchor — on every door-knob grinned a Triton, or 
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other sea-monster ;— and in a handsome emblematic entab- 
lature over the curtain of the oriel windoir, where Britaii- 
nia was represented as receiving the homage of the marine 
divinities ; by some characteristic perversity, old Neptune, 
instead of being in an appropriate posture of deference, 
occupied by far the most prominent place in the group ; 
and shook, rather too triumphantly^ his trident over thr 
head of the endeared emblem of our native land. 



CHAPTER V. 

"CURIOSITIES OP LITERATURE."* 

And there *8 a Novel ! 
* * * * 

Will rote 4n declamation:—'* 'Tis the banc," 
Says he, " of youth — 'tia perdition : 
It nils a giddy female brain 
With vice, romance, Inet, terror, pain, — 

With superstition." 

..Qeo. Colman. 

A RAPID survey of the apartments and their embellish- 
ments, served to give our young friend a tolerable insight 
into the character of his host. However singular the 
mode which he had adopted to show liis veneration for 
the service, the ardour which must have dictated it could 
not fail to entitle him to the esteem of a young officer 
devoted, as he had been, from boyhood to the profession 
of his choice. 

The dinner party consisted of the veteran's sister 
already mentioned; Emily, a Miss Wilson, and a favourite 
intimate, or ami de la maison, who, though professionally 
engaged in the composition of drugs, had almost as mar- 
vellous a talent at the detection and decomposition of 
culinary effluvia, as the celebrated yet unhappy Accum 
himself; or, in common parlance, could scent a good 

* D'lmteli, Sen. 

Vol. I. 
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dinner during an afternoon's ride, as staunchly as ever 
fox-hound did the fresh traces of reynard. It was hia 
custom on all occasions, when the scent lay well, to make 
a circuit as if in pressing haste,, to a remoter patient, and 
carefully time his return so as to catch the family on the 
eve of dinner, in the present instance^ however, he was 
an invited guest, and in all the dignity of both medical ad- 
viser and confidant of the family, took his seat^ according 
to arrangement, by the lady of the house. In the selec- 
tion of her friend, Emily had disdained the trite maxim 
of femmine poHtics, never to introduce a rival into the 
field, but in that much conned code, she had artfully 
enough preserved its spirit, and selected her fair compa- 
nion for the day from among the less lovely daughters of 
Eve. A school intimacy between the girls had ripened 
into that description of friendship, if such a convenient 
liaison can be called, so usual in "^^ each shade of many 
coloured life,'* compounded of gentle acquiescence on 
one part, and condescending patronage on the other. 
However dissimilar the aspect ef the parties in such ia- 
timacies, the object and end are almost invariably the same, 
and may be said to be comprised in that expressive mono- 
syllable self 

The soup had hardly been served, when the captain, 
casting an ominious glance at his sister, exclaimed — 

" Ton my word, sister, this savours strongly of the 
fore-hold. — Why, Thomas," said he, turning to his faith- 
ful dependant, " you know if the cook of the Chrampu^ 
had sent up such soup to the cabin as this, he would have 
walked the weather netting for a whole dog-watch."— 
Then, addressing the lieutenant, he apologized by saying 
— " But, Sir, this is not one ol' our jubilee- days." 

" I 'm sure," said Mrs. Crank, interrui)ting the captain, 
'* my brother may spare himself any further apology, when 
the gentleman must be aware we were rather taken by 
surprise. — But it all comes from the captain's preference 
for pea-soup, though he knows it takes such a long time 
ill preparation." 

To relieve his hostess from this assailant, Burton po- 
litely i/ivited her to take wine. 

'* Aye, aye, Thomas, put the wine on the table," S&id 



SAILOIU Ain> SAINTS. 39 

Crank — " decaDted as I ordered ? — -Take Madeira, I be- 
lieve, sister ?'* accompanying the interroi^atory with a sijsr- 
nificant glance at Tiller, and two or three tugs at the cape 
of his coat. — " understand, Thomas !" 

The signal was not only seen hut understood by Tiller, 
who repeated it with the same precision as a frigate in 
the fleet, Tiller^s right hand pulling his collar emphatically 
three times, and placing at the head and fpot two decanters 
of wine, to say the least of them, obviously of two very 
diflerent vintages. Burton, who was expert at all tfie art 
and mystery of exchanging signals at sea, amused himself 
in endeavouring to detect the secret cipher of this corres- 
pondence. Had it been three flags one above the other, 
differently coloured or diagonally cut, some probable in- 
ference might have been drawn as to the general subject 
of communication. But throe tugs of the collar of a 
man's coat had about as much meaning to him on shore, 
as if he had seen three match-tubs traced up to the brig's 
mast head. That there was something in the wmd, he was 
convinced ; but as it was a private signal, and evidently 
not meant for him, he was content, for the present, to 
bridle his curiosity, hoping that some clue might yet be 
given to its development. But, for the information of the 
reader, it will here be proper to intimate that a practical 
piece of economy had lately been introduced at Camper- 
down Cottage, which consisted in the substitution of 
" Cape** for a belter order of wine, whenever the veteran 
was observed to grasp the cape of his coat ; for in bottling 
off their last pipe of port, it was agreed between both 
Tiller and his master, that ^^ good wine was thrown away 
upon women." 

For a few moments there was a pause, when Crank put 
a question to the lieutenant, which doubtless was suggest- 
ed by the association of ideas on a subject uppermost in 
his mind. 

" I suppose, Mr. Burton, you 've changed your numer* 
als very often since my day. What 's number one now ?'' 

Here Senna, seeing an opportunity for a little trite wag- 
gery, expressed his surprise at the question, observing, that 
ever sftce the creation, number one always meant one-self 

** Come," cried Crank, •* it 's not often you put in your 
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oar before the decks are cleared, doctor ; but there you 're 
tit home, for no one can keep a sharper look out for that 
sdgnal than yourself. — But seriously, I M^ish, Mr. Barton, 
you would sketch me a copy of the present €ode — though 
i suppose letting fly the top-galiant-sheets, like two blocks 
and a marling-spike, both stand for the same thiag still ?" 

Here Emily, imagining the conversation dipping too 
deeply into nauticals for the taste of her female friendi 
struck off at a tangent to a more familiar subject, and said : 

^^ I should think you gentlemen of the navy must have 
plenty of time for literary pursuits 7" • 

" Oh, plenty, my dear," said Crank— " particularly when 
beating off a lee-shore with hatches batten'd down. — £h, 
Mr. Burton — had her there, eh ?" 

^^ Why, Sir, these are things in which the ladies afford us 
little sympathy. There is no romance with them in any 
thing short of a shipwreck." 

'^ Romances !" cried Crank, ^* for heaven's sake don't 
talk of them -I hate them," and then glancing at his sis* 
ter, added — " they 're worse than those tracts of yours. 
Their high-flying phrases turn young women's heads end- 
for end, and make them as sentimental and squeamish as 
Barbadian Creoles. Besides, 1 can't abide your shining^ 
suns and shady bowers.— D' ye think the reader cares a pin 
whether the sun rose in a blaze, or set in a bank 1* And 
aAer all their sickening stuff about darting beams and 
bursting billows, and such like shore-going trash, they in- 
variably omit to mention the most material point !" 

^^ Pray what may that be, uncle ?" asked Emily, with 
excited curiosity. 

" What? — why the wind^ to be sure !" 

^^ Right, Sir, right," exclaimed Burton, ready to chqtic 
with laughter. 

*'*' To be sure, Sir," said Crank, imagining the laugh 
was all on his side. ^^ Mark the wind — may make a pretty 
sure guess at the weather. Never want more, when- 
Tiller calls me in the morning, than to tell me the quarter 
it 's in. Enough for me— regulates my rigging for the daj." 

^^ Yet, Sir) I should apprehend," said Senna, drawlmg 
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OQt his words in a pompously pedantic tone — *' that the 
gout was often as a—symptomatic of the weather as the 
wind. The a— body, T assure you, is ho bad barometer. 
Though, to be sure there are winds which^ by-the-by, phi- 
.losophically speaking, from their pestiferous property, 
should rather come under the denomination of what we 
naturalists term blasts— but there are winHs^ or blasts, I 
should say, felt, if 1 mistake not, at Falkland's Island, 
which a " 

"What the devil, doctor, do you know about the Falk- 
land Islands ?*' interrupted Oank. 

*' Why, Sir, the philosophic mind, as the divine Cowper 
says," glancing at Mrs. Crank, '* ' sucks inti llipenre from 
every soiirce/ And if we may depend on the a— topo- 
graphy of the place, the — a — " 

" The whatr' cried Crank. " Why damn it, doctor, 
that *s something like doable Dutch coiled ai;ainst the sun." 

^' A legitimate phrase, I fancy 1" said Senna, appealing 
to Burton for assent. ** Yes4 Sir, if the topography of the 
Pacific be correct, the island is subject to periodical visits 
—or I should rather say,'' again eyeing Mrs. Crank, 
" visitations of Providence which considerably tend to in- 
crease the a — bills of mortality/' 

" The bills of mortality I" said Emily. " I thought they 
extended not beyond the confines of London ?" 

^ossibly, MU9. But I assure you the blasts in ques- 
w down the grass like a scythe--- parch up the 
lea^^pr the trees— fish, flesh, and fowl, are alike subject 
fatal effects. The latter are seized with cramps, 
om which they never recover. Neither friction, nor a— 
antispasmodics are of any avail— swine are suffocated--- 
adults drop down with a sort of throttling ,in the thorax, 
and children die with the croup, accompanied with acute 
catarrhal symptoms !" 

" Gracious Heaven ?" exclaimed Mrs. Crank, *' so fear- 
ful a visitation from Providence must originate in divine 
vengeance at their heathenish wickedness. Are not all 
those islanders rank idolaters ?" 

Senna was too much a skeptic on some of the doctrinal 
point|^here embraced, to be caught in so formidable a con- 
ceHioi^ He had a polite waiver in all such cases, which 
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lefl every point at issue open, and to this he had recourse 
in the present instance. 

^^ Possibly, Madam," said he, resuming his Bubject» — 
*^ and if we can place any reliance on the authority of 
Gregory— (Gregory, I mean, on the Economy of Nature 
—the divine doctor, as designated by us lovers of truth,*' 
here laying a peculiar emphasis on the word ^ us,' accom- 
panied by a glance at the lady, which would have been the 
making of any recruiting officer) — " If we can take him as 
authority — there is some reason to suppose that electricity, 
and a chemical knowledge of the a — atmospheric fluid 
have in sume degree improved our imperfect acxjuaintance 
with aerial currents. " 

*' Currents I'* cried Crank — " Why, d n it, man, I 

was taikmg of winds — I suppose you '11 next touch on the 
tides ? — 1 tell you what it is, /don't want Doctors of either 
Physic or Divinity to teach me lue effects of the wind or 
weather on either man or beast !" 

'^ No, 1 assure you," said Emily, smiling, " my uncle is 
something like Hamlet—^ When the wind 's southerly, he 
knows a hawk from a handsaw.' " ^ 

'^ Where did you come by that precious phrase ? That *s 
more of your romance stuff," pettishly exclaimed the old 
gentleman. 

*'' W^ll, brother," said Mrs. Crank, in a conciliatory 
(one, — ** [ must confess, though no friend to the 
ten«lency of romances, they are certainly very ofl< 
wirh instances of poetical description." 

^*' Pueticai description !" exclaimed Crank, ^' ^MT-^^ 
hate your rhvmers. We 'd a fellow of that sort in the olr 
Ram.^ whose rhymes so turned his brain, that I *m shot, 
if he didn't plan a project to set fire to the ship, merely to 
have an opportunity of describing the effect of the flames 
on the water. What d'ye think of your poetry now ? — 
Had her there, Sir, eh ?" 

" Nay," replied Senna, "that's arguing from an a — 
abuse of the art, to the art itoelf." 

" What 's that you say. Sir ?" said Crank, sharply. 

'^He is contending," returned Burton, ^^ that the insanity 

* A fanilliar abbitviatioa of lUmUief . 
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«f the poet, in this hisunce, is no ailment sgainst poetry 
itself. Though, to be sure, as Fielding says, * Motuieur 
'Romance performs his surprising tricks of dexterity.' " 

" Well^ but there 's your great poet. Pope,'* said Crank, 
^^ who tells us ^ whatever is, is right;' Now, was it right 
for poor Captain Towhns' agent to break with two thou- 
sand pounds of his client^s money in hit* pocket ? Was 
thai right? I think that 's a poser tor your poetry ! But 
to the question — weVe yawing* from our course. Do 
they ever mention a word about' the wind ?" 

** Wouldn't you think, uncle,'' said fCniily, " a descrip- 
tion of the bearin;; of the wind very siily in such a passage 
as that which I was reading this morning ? I think it ran 
thus," added she, hemming to recollect herself, and she 
proceeded, assuming a softened tone — ** '• ft was a lovely 
summer's evening. The sun had sunk behind the western 
hiUs with more than usuiil splendour A softened roseate 
tinct had diffused itself over the landscape, which was in 
effect but a faint reflection of the gorsreous glory of the 
vault above. In fact, it was one of thoso moments so 
j^avourable to thought and reflection, when it mny be said 
nature itself stands still/ What would you think, now, 
of such a description being spoiled by the writer intro- 
ducing his nautical knowledge to inform the excited reader 
that the wind 'was nor- west and by east, or whatever you 
may term it?" 

•* Avast there, my dear, with your nor-west and by east. 
Yon ought to have your ears boxed for not knowing bet- 
ter how to box your compass. But 1 think all that pre- 
amble might as well bo saved, and say at once, it was a 
Hne summer^s evening, with a light air from the westward. 
It would have spared the reader a deuced deal of trfme, 
and, no doubt, the writer a vast deal of knitting of brows 
and bothering of brains. And as for nature standing stUl 
-—I think I see the sun bringing up with his lower limb 
under the lee of a cloud for twenty-four hours, or the 
moon heaving to with his lioms on 1 '3 head, because some 
unfortunate frail one happened to oe seized with a fit of 
refledian after dishonouring her husband and disgracing 

^Digrcniac. 
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herself. No, no^ none o' your romances for me— give me 
Roderick Random, Peregrine Pickle, or something of 
that sort of stamp — there you 've nature to a tee— Naked 
to the life. That Smollet was a d ■> d clever fellow—- 
I 'm told, too, be was little better than a loblolly-boy—* 
but those pestle*and- mortar gentlemen are frequently long- 
headed folk-*--raise a mutiny in a ship as soon as a blister." 

Whether this was intended by way of a side-shot or not 
at Senna, it would be injudicious to interrupt the narrative 
here to determine, but certain it wa<«, many questiona- 
ble looks were exchanged at table. Crank, however, un* 
conscious, or affecting not to feel the force of his remarki 
continued thus addressing his niece : 

^^ Come, Miss Emily, let 's try you on another tack. 
Thomas, fetch me that book you 11 find face down on the 
drawing*room table, with the condemned mark on the 
back.'* Then, taking the volume from Tiller, he conti* 
nued — " Aye, here we have 'em thick and dry-"- what d'ye 
all think of this V said he, as he proceeded to read aloud 
a passage in a playful pompous tone — ^^ Now mind ye^ 
this is from a wcu-k professing to call itself a Maval novel 

^* ^ And breasting her broad- bow to the billows, she 
dauntlessly cut through the foaming fluid, as the huge 
ship bore up gutlantly against the wiiid.' 

*' Now, do(.n)n*t that sound very fine ! 6ump>a-bump- 
a-bump — and what is it af\er all ! Why downright non- 
sense ! Who ever hearvi of a ship hearing up in the 
wind^s eye. But here we have it again— •\ And while she 
frowned fuU upon her foe, stie belched forth a flood of 
iire and smoke, accompanied by a bellowing roar, that 
mocked the surly moanings of the sleepy ocean.' NoW| 
mind the folly of this. Here's a fellow talking about a 
foaming fluid, when, almost in the same breath, he tells 
you the sea ivas asleep — wonder it wasn't snoring — ! 
Well, now, what 's the English for all this belching and 
bellowing ? VVhy, that one ship hove up in the wind, as 
she crossed her adversary's l^^wse on the opposite tack, 
and poured in a raking broadside, that iknX her staggering 
astern. But another of these chaps, I recollect, tells us, 
when describing the destruction of two Turkish vessels by 
Are — that ^ the burning ships were checked by a sudden 
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wind — ^they turned hdtf round — seemed to reel and thake ! 
then down they went with a huhl^ and a kUsP* Now, 
had the fellow only left their sticks abo?e water, he might 
have compared their foundering on fire to the fizzing of 
a red-hot poker thrust in a pot of porter. But, perhaps 
you think I exaggerate. Believe your own eyes,'' said 
the veteran, handing the lieutenant the volume, and fling- 
ing his spectacles on the table in a pet. 

^* Ah ! these are sad prosers. Sir," said Burton. 

** Prosers, Sir ! I don't know what they are — for 
there 's nothing in their noddles but trash. They put me 
in mihd of a collier in a head-sea — kicking up a bobbery 
under the bows, and making a great foam and fi-oth with- 
out advancing a fathom a-head in a watch." 

^^ Well, but, uncle, you must allow that another of these 
novelists presents us with a glowing and spirited painting 
of a naval engagement ?" 

" Aye, aye, I remember the passage ; pretty painting 
indeed ! — I call it daubing. 1 wonder what the Lords of 
the Admiralty would think of an ofiicial despatch filled with 
^f long rigmaroles of the ^ deep blue sea being dyed with 
blood,' and such romance like trash — wouldn't their lord- 
ships be justified in superseding the writer fbr insanity ? 
How much better a letter of this sort would look in the 
gazette — ' Sir — I have to request you wilLbe pleased to 
inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty — (for 
you must know, I hate your hackneyed way of broaching 
the business by a prayer) — that at noon, this day, when 
standing on the starboard tack, latitude and longitude so- 
and-so, — wind, sow-west-and-by-west (mind the necessity 
of that)^ I discovered the enemy's fleet broad on the lee- 
beam — made the signal for battle — bore up in a line 
a-breast — broke the line — found, after four hour's action, 
yard-arm and yard-arm, fifteen as per margin, of the ene- 
my's fleet had struck. Enclosed is a list of killed and 
^ wounded. I have the honour to be, &c. &c.* There you 
have it, short and sweet. That 's my idea of the thing. 
Besides, don't yoiT think that fifteen sail of the line,stand- 

* SiMiiId there be tmj anaehronifms by poisibility here, the parties 
iMil interetted donbUeM will not fail to point them out— raffiee it to 
mj, it waanot at iVavanna. 
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ing into Portsmouth harbour, with the British flag flying 
over the French, says more on the subject than a volume 
as big as the Bible ? Come, pass the wine, Mr. Burton." 

Hitherto it might be said, in the captain's own phrase, 
it was all ' plain-sailing' with him ; he had had it all his 
own way ; but this allusion, or any of a simiHar nature, 
was sure to awaken a discord in the family concert. Not* 
withstanding the eager volubility with which he was pur- 
suing a favourite sentiment, he perceived his error, by the 
compressed lip and enlarging dimensions of his sister-in- 
law, as she drew up with all the marks of ofl^ended feeling 
at the unnecessary and, because unnecessary, profane 
allusion to sacred writ. In his present state of excite- 
ment, any interruption was not to be endured. Although 
rapidly hurrying to the climax, he resolved, somewhat at 
the expense of his consistency, to evade rather than con- 
test the point ; and the fair champion had hardly entered 
the lists, by saying she could not see any possible justifi* 
cation for so very improper and so unprofitable an allu- 
sion to that venerated volume, when he eagerly inter- 
rupted her — ^ 

" Well ! well, sister : allow me just this once ; and if 
you Ml take but a turn with your tongue* for a few min- 
utes, I '11 not only agree with you in what you have said, 
but in what you may say for the next six months." — And 
then resuming his subject, he concluded his oration — " A^ 
for my part, I never look at a long- winded despatch 
without dreading to come to the conclusion ; for they are 
mostly either a mere pretext for self praise, or a lame 
apology for losing a laurel." 

Burton, who had alternately felt disposed to join in the 
triumph of his host, or to laugh at his dexterity in parrying 
his sister's interruptions, partly with a view to prevent a 
repetition of the latter, and partly through a desire to dis- 
play an equal jealousy for the honour of the service, as- 
sured the captain, that though ho had looked at the 
passage, he could see nothing in it but sheer ignorance ; 
while in the passage of another author, which he had lately 
looked over, he hvA detected the most palpable, unmerited 

* Hold-fast 
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and maligoant libel, on the character of our seamen, ever 
yet published. 

Tiller, who had contented himself with taking only that 
respectful part in the ^ entertainment,*' sanctioned by the 
usages of ^ polite domestics,' consisting of a subdued smile, 
or a significant shrug, now stood with his eyes distended, 
his mouth half open, and his body inclined towards the 
lieutenant, so as to form an an^le of about twenty-three 
degrees out of the perpendicular, in an attitude of anxious 
attention. Burton took from his pocket his tablets, and 
proceeded to read, with very marked emphasis, the fol- 
lowing extract — 

^^ ^ I have had considerable experience in the characters 
of English seaman, and I 'm far from believing them to be 
that open-hearted, generous, thoughtless race of men, 
they are imagined to be by those who are not intimately 
acquainted with them. On the contrary, 1 know them to 
be like all uncultivated beings, knavish, selfish^ and male- 
volent ; and I don't hesitate to state^ that, on observing 
them off their guard, they will be found to be a vicious 
and unprincipled band.' "* 

A groan, which startled Senna and the ladies, escaped 
Tiller at the conclusion of this sentence, who endeavoured 
to conceal his error by hurtling about in his vocation ; 
but such was his want of self-possession, that in placing a 
carafl of water by his mistress, he over-reached himself, 
and pressed on her shoulder, who resented this inadver- 
tence by shrinking from him, and exclaiming sharply — 
" \y hat 's the matter — where 's the fool lying?" — The poor 
delinquent, whoF:e copper tinge now gave place to an honest 
blush of the deepest scarlet, exclaimed with warmth — 

*^ 1 axes your pardon, Ma'am, but it 's not me that 's 
lying.'' 

" 'Pon my word," said Emily, " Thomas is a wit." 
*' Rather say a wa^," cried Senna, who would have 
entered into a long dissertation on the distinctive shades 
of difference between wit and waggery, had he not been 
interrupted by the old gentleman, who forgetting he was 
the first that introduced the book on the table, desired 

* A similar passage to this appeared in a recent publicaUon. 
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Emily to order it off, observing, that ^^ books were very 
well in their way, but should not be crammed down peo- 
ple's throats with their meals." 

Emily defended herself by saying, that the turn of the 
conversation, had led to their production. ^< Besides,'^ 
said she, ^' they serve us, like Mr. Burder, with ^ materials 
for thinking." 

'* Thinking, my dear ! — what business have you to 
think at dinner ? No, no, hang thinking — it spoils diges- 
tion. See what it has done for your mother ! — But— come 
gentlemen, put some wine in your glasses, and Pll give 
you a toast, which 1 ^m sure we '11 all drink with pleasure." 

The request being complied with. Crank raised his 
brimming glass, and, to the suprise of Burton, who had 
also filled a bumper, gave a toast which he had by no 
means anticipated — " Come, I '11 give you," said the vete- 
ran, " the health of the ladies who are about to leave us." 

Burton almost hesitated for a moment whether he «hould 
comply with the wUl of his host, clogged as it was by a 
codicil which cancelled the compliment. He was, how- 
ever, too much of a disciplinarian not to comply with the 
order, yet could not refrain, while putting the wine to his 
lips, from looking an apology to Emily, ^and dropping so 
much of the toast as referred to the prospect of losing her 
society. 

" Well !" said Emily, smiling — " it 's no wonder gentle- 
men of the navy are complimented for their gallantry !" 

The sarcasm was felt and attempted to be parried by 
the lieutenant, as he rose to open the door through which 
Mrs. Crank and the young ladies retired. But he was 
recalled to his station by the captain, who, in a tone loud 
enough to be heard by the fugitives, exclaimed — " Come, 
now, let 's make ourselves comfortable for a while, and 
have a regular set-to at nauticals. — It will be quite a treat 
I assure'you, Mr. Burton." 

As the conversation assumed a totally different tone 
the moment the door closed on the ladies, out of compli- 
ment to them we shall close this chapter. 
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CHAPTER Vf. 

DOCTORS DIFFER. 



^< Tbeie ire stadiBs. wherein oar noble and gentle yoath •njht to bestow 
xkeir time in a disoiplinary way." 

MiLTOsr. 

" Dispute it like a man. 
■ I shall do M> : 

But I most also fedl it like a man." 

AiaCBETB. 

<^ Well, now tell me candidly," said Crank, as soon as 
Burton had resumed his seat, ^' what brought you into 
such an out- o' -the- way port as this ? — you scarcely ever 
see a mau-o'-war bring up in the Ranged 

^^ Why, Sir, the fact is, our captain is a considerate, 
sensible man ; and though the phrase may be rather un- 
popular in the service, — a sailor's friend. Our cruize has 
been none of the shortest — we 've had a deal of bad, and 
particularly wet weather, for the time of year, and some 
little test is really essential to the ship's company's health." 

" Then," cried Crank, " I wasn't very far out of my 
reck'ning this morning, after all : — you know, I told you, 
I thought you came in for a skulk — had you there, eh ?" 

^^ Pardon me. Sir," said Burton, assuming a serious 
tone, ^^ Captain Staunch is actuated by very different 
motives, I assure you. He is acknowledged to be one of 
the most active cruizers in the channel, and as such, sel- 
doifi puts into port — but when he returns from sea, after a 
long and harassing cruize, he is more desirous \m crew 
should find harbour a place of rest, than a place of. .an- 
noyance. 

** Place of reat^ indeed ! I wonder what the Port- Ad- 
miral, at Plymouth, would say to such lawyer-like logic ! 
'—No, no — ^young man ; — want to make prize-money — 
you must banish rest from your thoughtst Agr^e with 
me, eh, Doctor?!' 

Vol. I.— 3 
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" Why, Sir,'* said Senna, " it's an axiom with «*, that 
occasionu:] depiction, is not more requisite to the body 
than repose : — and mi^^ht I presume to prescribe, I mean, 
(said the doctor, recovering from his lapsus^) " to offer, 
an opinion upon the pint, i should certainly say, that well- 
timed relaxation — or rather, recreation — for relaxation 
frequently tends to enervate the system, — 1 should say, 
well-timed — a — a — recreation, for every thing depencLs 
upon timing things wel> — well-timed recreation might be 
safely administered — or rather resorted to by way of «ecbi- 
tive to seamen after a protracted lab — 1 mean," said he, 
again correcting himself — *^ a tedious and fatiguing ser- 
vice." 

.- The absurd pomp with which Senna usually dogmatized, 
was but 'little calculated to excite respect for the orator, 
however fluent the professional diatribe. Burton began 
to discover that most of Senna's science, or more properly 
speaking, mystery, consisted in the reiteration of technical 
terms; and an unsuitable application of professiooal 
phrase to ordinary topics. — In a word, though he stood 
on no mean footing in his own estimation, the doctor was 
but the fag-end of the faculty. 

Afler Senna had finished his oration, Crank .exchanging 
glances with Burton, then staring the apothecary full in 
the face, exclaimed — "Ton my word. Senna, I think 
you *d make a capital first Lord of the Admiralty. — Had 
him there, eh, Mr. Burton ?'* 

" I wish we had him there," said Burton, waggishly — 
*^ for if Lavater may be depended on, the lineaments of 
•reciprocal patronage are so strongly characterized in the 
doctor's countenance, that 1 'm sure the merits of his hos- 
pitable host would not long remain unrewarded." 

"Bravo! bravo!" cried Crank. — "Why, Sir, yoiiVc 
brisk as a bottle of ale in the dog-days. See, doctor, see 
what time does I D — n it, Sir, in my days, a licutenantj 
unless it was to clap something into his mouth, never at- 
tempted to open it, at any other table than his own. But 
I say," continued the veteran, addressing himself imme- 
diately to Burton, " I say, let me give you a little friendly 
advice — don't let any of the Bigwigs ever hear you even 
hint^ that rest is essential to seamen. Work *em) Sir- 
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work 'cm ! — that 's the way to have 'em in health — keeps 
the scurvy out o' their boned, lion't ^ve them time to 
thinks and the^^ont trouble you witii talk. Indulgence 
indeed !-7— Miscnief you mean ! — for the one 's sure to fol- 
low the other. No, no, Sir ! work 'em — work 'cm, that 's 
nay maxim !" 

The emphatic manner in which Crank expressed him- 
self on the subject of the trentninit of soanion, had more 
the effect of putting Burton on his metal, than damping 
his ardour for debate. ** I am sorry, Sir," said he, " with 
due deference to your practical experience, that in this 
instance, I cannot entirely assent to your maxim. Why, 
let me ask you. Sir, should those, whu enjoy all the luxu- 
ries of the land; and who, during the most tempestuous 
weather, are lounging on pillow? of down, refuse to a 
ship's company, which, in all probability has been fagging 
hard to fill the coffers of their superiors, some little recre- 
ation on returning into port ''** 

"That's all very fine talk, about lounging on pillows 
of down — but pray how are yru to refit your ships, if 
your system of recreation be ailopied ?" 

" Refit, Sir ? — With much yrcafer case, than has ever 
hitherto been effected in the service, if a proper, and well* 
matured system, were but once estaMished. For instance, 
the moment a ship arrives in port, let her *• trant^^ be tele- 
graphed to the Admiral's office, specifying the particular 
periods when she could probably be in readiness to receive 
each description of her stores and supplies :-:-for in the 
attempt to execute business of this sort with despatch, 
whether it be the fitting nut of a frigate or a fleet, as much 
depends upon method^ as on ti^:^e and tide." 

'* Very good. Sir," said Crank, *• though I hate your 
Methodists hs I do the devil ; 1 like, in my heart, a me- 
thodical mm. Pity thj*t?hotdi«i'nt rake my «isler! — Had 
sbe been here, 1 'd a' had hei there, oh ? — But go on with 
your system. — Hate all interruption — that's my maxim." 

With difficulty Burton could refrain from laughing 
aloud at the singularity of the veteran's affecting to adopt 
a precept, which he now plainly perceived to be so little 
in accordance with hif practice. 

'MVell, Sir," said the lieutenant, resuming the subject, 
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'< as soon as a ship had made known her ^wants,' her stores 
(so as to suit the time nnd tide previously ^'pecified) should 
be shipped into lighters by the labourei s otlhi* jard, or the 
convicts of the hulks : for I maintain, tharsea-going ships 
should be totally exempt from ' dock-yard duty,' Were 
this the case, with vessels so circumstanced, their return 
into port would be hailed with pleasure by the cr^iva ; 
while, according to the existing system, harbour-duty be* 
comes, positively, more harassing and annoying to sea- 
men, when in such ports, than even their arduous duties 
when cruizing at sea. Yeur own experience, Sir, must 
have afforded you opportunities of witnessing, when em- 
ployed inEtting out at Spithead, orCawsand Bay, the dis- 
heartening scene of a launch* full of men, pulling against 
a lee-tidej for hours together on a strftch ; and at length 
compelle(tito give up the * tug,' and return wet, cold, and 
comfortless to their ship, without huving performed the 
service for which, as it is technicrilly teruied, they were 
specially * despatched,^ All this waste of toil and time 
may be fairly attribut^ible, in the first instance, to want of 
precaution and forethought io choosing the time judi- 
ciously for sending the boats ob shore. But this cannot 
always be attended to — for dock-yard duty must be done 
in dock-yard hours ; — and Ihe party must leave the ship 
betimes, whether the tide is contrary or otherwise.— 
This is too often ^nbour lost ; and instead of its being 
any economy of time or expense, (which would appear 
to be the object in view) the party * despatched' might 
have been |»rofitably ^cupied on board ; and the duty ef- 
fectually performed 1>y the convicts on shore. Indeed, 
in iall cases, the eonvicts appear to be tht^ persons best* 
adapted for doing shore duty : both because they are at 
hand on the spot, and that it is desirable the crews of ships 
just returned from hard service, should not be subjected 
unnecessarily to the unavoidable cfrudgeiy of this parti- 
cular duty, ^ut no. Sir, it would appear — at least, if we ' 
may judge from the careful anxiety evinced by these (a& 
they may be termed) custodes momm— " 

* The loDg-boat of a ship of war. 

t When the wind and tide arc adrerse to the progress of the boat or 
vessel. 
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*< What ship's that ?" intenruptwl Crank. 

** I would My, Sir," continneri Burton, with n smile, 
*^ that it woald iippeur, the overseers of the<ie disciples 
of Tarpin, Barrington, and compnny, were more sollci- 
tons to promote the health .-nid longevity of this respect- 
able community, than hi«i:her authorities ivere to add to 
the popularity of the seivice, or to study the comforts 
of our seanien."* 

" Why how do you mean, Sir ?" asked Crank, as- 
sqming a quarter-deck air. 

^* I mean, Sir," said Burton, in an easy and unaffected 
tone, which was strongly contrasted with that of his host, 
** that should a slij^ht shower of rain even threaten to fall 
upon the hallowed heads of these colonial candidates, 
they are instantly called in under shelter ; while poor 
Jack, ashore or afloat, is condemned to work in all 
Treathers." 

" Work 10 all weathers ! to be sure, Sir," said Crank. 
— ^**See here, Mr. Senna," for Crank liked not a long 
argument better than a good auditor — " See here, Sir — 
blow high, blow low, 1 W always tind something for sen- 
men to do. ' O n it, Sir, I 'd make them polish a two 
and-tbirty pound-shot ; aye, and blacken it again, after it 
was brightened, rather than let them be growling, or 
idling about the decks with their hands in their heekets." 

Senna, who possessed tbe peculiar tact of being ablo 
to accommodate his principles to all parties in dispute, 
while preserving the appearance of according with the 
last speaker, had now recourse to his favourite phrase 
•*yws«#o," which was invariably uttered in atone of ap- 
probation. 

«* To be sure. Sir !" said Crank, thinking he had the 
best of the argument ; '*If you want to rule the seas, you 
must rule the sailor with a rod of iron. Work-up Jackf 
as you would oUljunk : and the devil 's in% if you don't 
draw the • rogue^n yarn'* in the end." 

*' I am sure Mr. Senna will agree with me," said Bnr- 

^ It giret US great satiafaction to be enabled to admit, that since Xht 
late auspieiousjcnange in our naral administratioD, a highly laudable anu- 
et J baa been diiplaved to increaae the comforts of our «eaiQ«o. 

t Roguea yam — ^the white thread in all king's cordage to detect thell. 

6* 



.>4 SAILORS AND SAINTS. 

ton, intendiDg a slight sarcasm at both Crank and the cau- 
tious and complainant apothecary, '' that at all times it is 
better to acknowledge our ignorance than betray it — ^for . 
I confess, I have yet to learn the principle of justice^ 
upon which the captain would found his system of 
discipline." 

<* 1 suppose now,*' cried Crank, "you think that a re- 
gular-built pauler ?"* 

** No, Sir," returned Burton, in a tone of deference 5 
" I only mean to assert, that upon your principle of diS' 
cipline, you render inoperative, the Siilutary system of 
rewards and punishments. Why impose on any set of 
men, but particularly seamen, duties, which they them- 
selves know to be useless ; and which must consequently 
savour of tyranny and oppression ? What think you, 
Mr. Senna?" 

'' Just so,'* replied the dealer in drugs, with a slight nod 
of approbation at Burton, which however escaped the eye 
of his host, 

" 1 tell you what it is, young man," said the veteran,, 
immediately addressing himself to Burton, and in a tone 
evidently intended to make a deep impression on the mind 
of the lieutenant — " toait till you grow gray in the service, 
and then you '11 know better!" 

" Just *o," reiterated Senna, without, however, ven- 
turing to assign any reason fomthus appearing to agree in 
opinion with two persons whose sentiments on the same 
subject were so totally opposite. 

Anxious as Burton felt to join the ladies in the drawing- 
room, he was not altogether disposed to concede to his 
superior the point in dispute. " Whether, Sir," said Tie,. 
^^ my professional conduct will ensure me the good fortune 
even to retain my name on the list, much more the honour 
of growing gray in the service, my present opinion is likely 
ta remain unchanged on the expediency of allowing t» 
seamen occasional recreational, as well as the impropriety 
of imposing on them unnecessary and annoying duties. 

<^ How oflen does it happen that a ship, running in from 
stress of weather, has scarcely taken up her birth, before 

* Panler, or stopper— an imtinsverahle objection^ 
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tlie signal is made he> to ^take the guards* while theboat? 
^f the ^ guard- skip* (a mitsnumer by-the-by) are not un- 
firequently employed pulling ladies about the harbour on 
parties of pleasure : — to say nothing of the hurry- worry 
system* unnecessarily practised of pushing returned ships- 
out of port, scarcely giving time to the officers to get even 
their clothes washed ?" 

^^ Clothes washed, indeed !" interrupted the old gentle- 
man, in a tone of astonishment. ^^ Many 's the time, Sir, 
when on short allowance of both soap and water, I 've 
thought it a capital catch, whenever 1 succeeded in coax- 
ing the cook out of the pea-soup drainings o' the coppers, 
to wash my own shirts in myself,* What do you think of 
that^ Mr. Senna ?" 

" 1 think," replied the apothecary, perceiving that an 
opportunity was here offered to display his slight smatter- 
ing, of chemistry and botany — *• I think. Sir — the — a — ve- 
getable matter contained in the a " 

" Damn the vegetable matter, — but what d'ye think 
of a fellow being obliged to turn his ovm VHtsherwoman ?'*' 

Burton here burst out into a loud laugh — while Senna, 
after pausing some moments, as if evidently at a loss for 
an appropriate reply, at length ventured to say, that he 
^^ thought the captain better calculated to cut a figure in 
the larder than the laundry." 

^^ Why, yes," retorted Qpfftiik, who never lost an oppor- 
tunity (as he termed it) of ^ hulling the doctor,' ^^ I must 
say, ^ Mangling done Acre,' wouldn't exactly suit my, shop 
as well as yours — ha ! ha ! ! ha ! ! ! — Had him there, eh^ 
Mr. Burton ? — C'Jome, pass the wine after that." 

And here we may remark, that Crank's double was not 
altogether inappropriate — for the apothecary's predilec- 
tion for phlebotomy was proverbial ; the laticet was as 
frequently in his hand as were alkali and acids in his 
mouth. Luckily for the richer classes, his practice among 
them was limited ; and the poor fared better at his iiands, 
or rather at nature's ; to whose fostering and resto^tive 
care, he in most cases of doubt (that is, as to remui¥era- 

* This is no exaggeration — though perhaps a luxury unknown to fb^ 
peaee-offieert of oor service — a/t^er-^oClicvrs who have entered the naVjr 
since the peace* ' 
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lion) abandoned them, as the most economic, and perhaps, 
he feit from experience, the Irss dangerous practice. lie 
treated all distempers, as if originating in over-repletion ; 
and radically went to work by emptying the pockets of the 
tufi'erer, as the surest way to strike at the root of all in- 
temperance. Thus his prescriptions, like the nostrunrs of 
the advertizing portion of the faculty, were adjusted on 
the principle of a cobbler's last, and served indiscrimi- 
nately for a variety of patients, very dissiuiiiarly afiectedk^ 
Senna was so far trom leeling any thing like compUncti|^ 
on the subject, that he used, on occasion, to as8ert,-^!4mit 
^^ it was useless to stand upon trifles with patients, who bad 
the constitutions of horses." 

No sooner had Crank recovered from a sharp fit of 
coughing, occasioned by too long indulging in his laugh 
against Senna, than turning to the lieutenant, he exclaiinecl 
— " Come, Sir, — say your say out — you know, 1 hate te 
interrupt a man in the thread of his argument.'' 

"1 was about to observe," said Burton, "that though 
many of our bona fide * grievances,' had been redressed, in 
consequence ol the regulations introduced into the service, 
subsequent to the mutiny at the More.; yet it is to be re- 
gretted there still exists in the service so many real annoy- 
ances. For instance, it not unfrequently happens, that 
some young, fantastic fop of a flag- lieutenant, who in all 
probability is more au fait at^hnning a flirt, than spilling 
a sail, deprives a vesssel of a small complement of men ; 
or perhaps, the best part of her ablest hands, who might be 
employed in the execution of some indispensable duty on 
board, because " 

*' Because," interrupted Crank, in a sneering tone, 
" he made the signal to knock-ofl' work too soon, I sup- 
pose V 

"On the contrary," said Burton, — ^"such a thought 
never enters their heads—'" 

" Well, but how do they deprive a vessel of the use of 
her ablest hands )" 

" Why, Sir, I have seen instances, where one of these 
beardless boys, has taken it into his head, in token of his 
brief authority, to make the signal for a lieutenant to ap- 
pear at the Admiral's office, for the sole purpose of copy- 
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ing some such trifling ^ port-order,' u — ^ thtt midshipmen 
nay be permitted to wear round hats on duty ; provided 
they mount the cockade and loop.' Now, Sir, instances 
of thi3 sort have too frequently occurred, when it has been 
blowing so fresh, as to require a double-banked boat's- 
erew,' to convey the officf'r on shore. And thus it is, I say, 
that a small vessel, \\k< the Spiffiret is liable to have her 
ablest hands br(iken-ofr from an essential duty, because, 
forsooth, the flag-lieutenant has not the discrimination to 
perceive that this important intelhgence might be commu- 
nicated at any time, and certainly at a period less calcu- 
lated to excite discontent — to say nothing of the tendency 
such ill-timed, and capricious interruptions may have in 
impeding the progress of a ship when fitting out in haste 
for some particular service " 

*^ Come, come — there 'a something in that. I say^ 
doctor," said Crank. arcom|ianyiug ^he remark with a* 
shrewd nod of his head — »' 1 say, it doesn't appear to 
me exactly, that Mister Burton wears his brains in his 
boots." 

** Just sd^^* said the sage disciple of Galen, who knew 
the full value of a phrase which meant any thing or 
nothing. 

Here Tiller appeared, with an invitation to join the 
ladies at tea ; a proposition cordially received by the lieu- 
tenant, while the old gen|||Binan, looking at the doctor 
hesitatingly, inquired whether he might not call for another 
bottle of claret, before the) returned to the ladies. The 
doctor, who had his cue on this subjert, as well as many 
others, from the lady of thf house, shrugged up his shoul- 
ders, and very pedantically, in Burton's mind, quoted from 
Juvenal, the line: 



" Pauper locupUtem optare podagram^-^^ 

to prove, that j^oor men only, pine for a paroxysm of gout. 
The veteran, conceding credit to the quotation, for con- 
taining unanswerable arguments against further vinous 
indulgence, accordingly arose with his friends, and repaired 
to the tea-table. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TRIFLES LIGHT AS AIR. 

They g^ed upon the sunset ; His an hour 
Dear unto all. 

Btrok. 

The appearance of the gentlemen was greeted by the 

smiles of the ladies, who sat roand a large window* 

open in (T on a green lawn, quietly enjoying an extensive 

land and sea prospect of singular beauty. The features 

of the coast were bold and peculiar ; the heights rich in 

vegetation ; the slopes of the opposite shore were now 

deeply enveloped in shade, as the sun rapidly ap« 

proacbed his decline. In the bay beneath, lay the brig, 

gently oscillating to and fro. with the undulating swdl 

«f the sea. and scaicely enough wind to agitate her 

• long and lazy pennant' The shadows now stretching 

along the wooded heights, to the west, were in admirable 

contrast with the golden glory of the summer sky at 

sunset The sea, too, in th^ direction, was one sheet 

of sparkling fire, except where the daik forms of the' 

Homistone and Blackstone roc:ks, were chafed by the 

swell of the rising tide. nn6 whitened foi a n.oment In 

its foam. In the extreme distance !he Start point caught 

the eye, dark at its base, and biightening at its summit, 

by ^he blaze of letiring day. Scene? like this are too 

beautiful, and too full of nature's own eloquence not to 

impose a deferential silence, and repose of spiiit on 

minds proof against every other appeal. Aided by tbe 

climate of this delicioui- le^ion, the breathing balmy 

odours of that hour, she nevei fails to leassert her 

dominion over oui dis|^sitions, he w ever indurated by 

attrition with the woild : and speakir.^ thiough the eye, 

awaktns^pndieaninatesevei} tetteiletlinfiof the heart. 

It is not then to be wonuered at, that during those fcl^' 
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moments of twilight which may be denomiuated the 
last and loveliest of the <^lorious career of day, ail eyes 
were attentively fixed on the tast-fading beauty of the 
scene, and that all sympathized in the feeling that it 
could be relished only in silence. 

Tillct was too much a creature of habit and discipline 
toUb infected by any such feelings. — The silence was 
broken by his abrupt entrance, and the hurried in- 
quiry — 

"Shall. we make it sun-set. Sir? She*$ sometime 
.dipped behind the hill " 

" Fes, Tiller, make it so," said Crank, authoritatively ; 
but again recollecting himself, he added, in an apolo- 
getic tone, evidently meant for Burton — ** though — 
stop, Thomas- -we musn't top the officer over the brig, 
neither ; our day's gone by for that — but keep your eye 
on her, and observe her motions.'* 

'* Her wtuUf" murmured the doctor to himself, whose 
ear was peculiarly sensitive to any thing which he 
thought savoured of professional allusion. — What might 
have followed, would, doubtless, have been embarrassing 
to some of the party, had not his misconception been 
corrected, by Burton exclaiming — 

"You must be quick. Mister Tiller, or you '11 
scarcely keep time with her motions*; for i perceive the. 
topmen are already gone ^oft to send down the royal, 
anid t o-gallant yards-" 

"No matter," said Crank, ''for should you bo late^ 
Thomas, the port would sooner trust to our time thau 
tbeir's." 

•* Well then ! — there 's sway away," said Burton. 

'•Down they come," cried Crank. 

" Bless me ! — what 's fallen ?" exclaimed Miss Wil- 
stioii, in considerable alarm. 

"Only the brigs broom-sticks, my dear," said the 
veteran, pointing to the vessel below. 

But just recovered from one alarm, the young lady 
was destined to have her nerves more seriously tried, 
for, in the next moment, a loud report close at her ear, 
as of thunder, excited the most unaffected terror in the 
poor girl: she jumped on her feet off her chair, anJil 
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oaught fast hold of old Crank, exclaiming^-" Good 
heavens ! how near the thunder is. Sir." 

Here all joined in a good-humoured laugh at her 
sim{))icUy. Crank, however he might hJave thought 
some thirty years previously, felt his situation extremely 
embarrassing, and extricating himself from her embj 
acquainted her that the noise which so much alai 
her was nothing but Tiller " making it sunset.'' 

The doctor had selectefl the seat next to Mrs. Crank ; 
Burton that in the immediate vicinity of her daughter ; 
and the old gentleman, taking a chair next Miss Wil- 
son, jocosely remarked, that *' it seemed to be the order 
of battle that every m'kn should take his bird, and he 
could not see why he and Miss fV. shouldn't grapple 
together for a spell." 

The time occupied in general conversation was not 
lost to the lieutenant who seemed to be gaining ground 
in £mily's good graces. He had resolved, in his owk 
mind, to try her, as sailors term it, " on either tack ;" 
and in their confabulation on a variety of subjects, both 
now, and at dinner, he found that, notwithstanding she 
could boast a more than an ordinary share of personal 
charms, her manners were highly attractive, and her 
mind bore evident marks of superior cultivation and 
improvement. While thus attempting to play the critic, 
Burton soon forgot a part inrhich was by no means 
natural to one of his complexion, and began to feel seri< 
ously interested in the animated girl. Nor will this be 
a subject of surprise to any of our readers, if ever they 
have been debarred, for several weeks or months, of 
female i^ociety. 

During this endeavour to draw her out, he failed not 
to develope sufficient of his own character to make her 
anxious to know more. — In this way, the conversatiom 
between them was prolonged, through a mutual motive 
of curiosity, until it appeared to have become suffi- 
ciently interesting to warrant the interposition of her 
mother, who begged she might be made a party in their 
ooterie. Burton mentioned that he had been merely 
proposing, as an amusement, that the ladies should visit 
the Spil^rsy as soon as the vessel had taken in her water. 
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Emily was not slow to take up the key-note, and ex- 
pressed how much she should be gp*atified in availing 
herself of the present opportunity to visit a man-of-war. 
— Miss Wilson thought it would be quite charming ; 
that is, if there were none of those shocking cannons to 
be let off; and stipulated, that, if she were to be of the 
party, they shoula return home long before the sailors 
commenocKl any preparations on board for making it 
Bunset* '('he doctor assured her a shock of that kind 
was rather salutary than otherwise It tended to 
strengthen the nerves, and in some constitutions pro- 
daced the same beneficial consequences as electricity. 
For his part, he should feel no alarm, if allowed to form 
<meof the escort on board. 

*' Allowed!'* said iVIrs. Crank, rather querulously — 
'* if it be determined by my brother tliat we shall visit, 
(though I shall put in my veto against it,) Mister Senna 
most certainly be one of the party — who knows what 
may occur ? i am very timorous on water excursions 
— but leaving that out of the question, a medical man, 
upon every occasion, must be considered an acqui- 
sition/* 

'• Why, yeff," muttered Crank, " especially, if one 'a 
going to fight a duel !'* 

The hints dropped by the lady and her friend were 
too broad not to be understood. In the pause that fol~ 
lowed, Burton perceived it would be indispensable t» 
include the doctor. However loth, therefore, to in- 
<arease the number of idlers on board, he, with a tolerably 
good grace, begged he would accompany the ladies. 

Since the retreat from the dining-room, the captaitt 
had made several attempts to re-commence with Burton 
their former conversation on professional subjects. In 
this, however, he was foiled, for Burton's replies were 
ail monosyllables; and Crank, more than most men, 
loved a spice of contradiction to render conversation 
palatable. He found that Emily's society had so many 
more attractions for this degenerate son of the ocean 
than his own, that he, although the host, had been alto- 
gether overlooked in the general invitation. This did 

Vol. 1,-6 
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not escape Mrs. Crank, who, though affecting indiffer- 
ence to the proposed party of pleasure, exclaimed — 

"Brother, if we do go, I hope you'll accompany us.'* 

" I don't know that — I got a hint not to go. ^ 

" A hint not to go, uncle !" exclaimed Emily. 

"Yes, — a very 6road one too,'' rejoined Crank; "I 
wasn't a8ked'-\f\i2Li d'ye think o' that— had him there, 
eh!" 

Burton, not without a blush for his inadvertence, and 
many apologies, pressed the veteran to be of the party, 
and begged permission to send one of the brig's boats 
ashore for him and his friends. 

** Well, well — you 've other fish to fry, just now, Mr, 
Burton," said the veteran, assuming as much importance 
as though he had been Port Admiral — *^ When you 're 
all complete and a'taunto, / 7/ inspect you. But, in the 
mean time, we shall be glad to see you whenever ashore 
— always dine at four — Emily, my dear, atft there a 
jubilee-day soon?— Aye, to be sure, the 12th, the 
Prince's birth-day!- If he 's better, your captain must 
make one at the cottage." 

With these, and similar testimonials of kindly feeling, 
the old man dismissed his guest, who betook himself to 
the beach, where the boat, according to appointment, 
awaited him. 

It would not be easy to define the sensations witk 
which Burton looked up, from time to time, to the light 
en the cliffy now growing fainter and fainter as the boat 
cut her whitening way through the reluctant waves, im- 
pelled towards shore by the freshening breeze. The 
light, he perceived, had been removed to the oriel 
window, as if designed to assist him in reaching the 
ship ; and he already formed a flattering conjecture as 
to whom he was indebted for this kind pilotage,' from the 
circumstance of the light having been once eclipsed by 
the intervention of a female form ; he, it may be con- 
ceived, looked for its re-appearance with more anxiety 
than he ever experienced in taking an observation of 
any of the planets for nautical purposes ; and when the 
bright form again inter}H)sed, he was poetical enough to 
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compare its appearance to a transit of Venus. Had he 
been suffered much longer to continue in his agreeable 
reTerie, he might have, perhaps, adopted some other 
capital error into his astronomical creed, and identified 
that emblem of beauty with the female, who then 
engrossed all his thoughts. Instead of classing her among 
celestial bodies. Poetry and planet were; however, 
quickly chased by the dissonant challenge of the sentinel 
as they approached the brig. — 

*^ Boat, aboye !" 

^* Holloa !*' cried the coxswain. 

^^ Coming here ?" said the sentinel. 

" Aye, aye,"-*-replied the steersman of the boat, 
' *^ Then it 's the lieutenant,'^ exclaimed a dapper little 
middy, in a clear counter-tenor voice, as he looked out 
through one of the ports. ^^ Bear a hand, you side-boys, 
with the lights — d'ye hear ?" 

These orders were complied with. The gig was soon 
alongside, and the boat hoisted up by the watch in a 
"twinkling." 

While the lieutenant repairs to report himself to the 
captfun as ^^ having come on board," it may be proper to 
acquaint the reader that the fair object of his solicitude, 
having cautioned Tiller not to remove the light from the 
window for a few minutes- longer, had consigned her 
beautiful person to be disencumbered of its attire by the 
faithful Abigail, who, in such situations, ot\en found her 
orthodoxy fail, and was fain, like the lieutenant, to con- 
found her young mistress with celestial beings. Having, 
with a complaisant glance or two at herself, adjusted tjic 
looking-glass, then the toilette, and lastly, the dressing- 
case, with its multifarious adjuncts and accessories to 
female comfort and luxury, Abigail bade Emily good 
night, and leil her to enjoy repose as happy and profound 
as that ascribed to the youth Lucius by the poet. 

" Eojoy the honej heavy dew of slumber : 
Thou hast no figures, do fantsf. iea 
Which busy care draws in the brains of men ; 
Therefore thou sleep'st so sound.'' 
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CHAPTER VUI. 

/ 

SHIFTING A BIRTH. 
)Iow names, mistaken for thing;s, mislead the understanding! 

LOCKK. 

Untom, reluctant, from the oozy care, 
The ponderous anchor rises o*er the wave ; 
Along the slippery masts the jud% ascend, 
And high in air the canvass wings extend. 

Falcokcr. 

Notwithstanding all the rules laid down, from time 
to time, by Aristotle, and other critical writers on rules of 
composition, to prove the necessity of preserving the»uni-' 
ties in narration ; we are in some degree absolved from 
the difficulties under ^hich the dramatist labours. Sin- 
gular as it may appear, no precedent can be adduced to 
restrain the nautical writer from postponing the considera- 
tion of the unities of time and place, to the more impor- 
tant consideration of preserving the unities of time and 
iide^ which the stern maxim emphatically informs us, ^^ wait 
for no man." Critics may cavil in vain as to our right to 
exercise this discretion, and bring a broadside from Lon* 
ginus to l>ear on our *' beam" — we shall receive it with 
cheers; but without altering our course. Nature, not 
rules of art, must be our compass ; common sense our 
pilot. Our narrative is nautical, and must, therefore, be 
natural. Time, tide, and tars, we must take as they are ; 
nor would it, periiaps, add interest to the details of the 
life of a sailor, that the two former were less variable, less 
irresistible in their influence, or the tar himself less the 
import of that overruling influence. Of olir new-born 
privileges as novel writers, not writers of noveh^ we con- 
fess ourselves tenacious. To ordinary criticism, we owe 
no deference : our theme is above it. They and our- 
selves possess hardly one principle in common with each 
other. Yet arc these and the sketclied we h^ve heretofore 
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f^preseDted, [)icture3 of real life ; whose reflemblancc, 

^Owever liberally they may have been acknowledged by 

^he reading public, can be examined critically only by 

Profassional men. Let professed criticism exult in the 

^rbitnri^ control it has obtained over the world of words ; 

^Vhich, with the aid of art, it may be said to have created. 

Our world is the trackless, illimitable ocean : and we 

Oisdain appeal to all other judges, than denizens of the 

World of waters. 

But we have been somehow inadvertently borne out &• 
far into the sea of criticism, that we had nearly forgotten 
ther title of. this chapter, or that to " shill a birth" conve- 
niently, it becomes important to consult the tide. 
Had the inclination of Burton been consulted, Campcr- 
. down Cottage, which now enjvrossed all his thoughts, 
would have been visited on the following morning much 
earlier, than perhaps either propriety or the rules of fash- 
ionable etiquette would have sanctioned. But this incli- 
nation was in some measure checked by a considerate 
feeling on his part, in wishing not to appear to encroach 
on his captain^s indulgence, nor to deprive his brother 
officers from the pleasures of the shore by any monopoly 
of leave. Independently , however, of these considerations, 
there were now duties to he performed on board, requir- 
ing his presence in his station. 

The small quantity of fresh water procured on the pre- 
vious afternoon had determined the captain to remove the 
Spifjire further in shore ; and though still labouring under 
lameness, he was loo anxious and active an officer not to 
superintend the movement in person. 

The circumstance of the tide not serving to admit of 
the brig '^ breaking ground" before the usual hour of 
breakfast on board, aflbrded Crank another opportunity 
to indulge his vein in criticising some of the preparations 
already made afloat for this evolution. 

The light airs which, for the greater part of the morn- 
ing, had been flying about in flaws, scarcely rippling the 
surface of the sea ; and sometimes only discernible by the 
varying shade, here and there, which traversed the smooth 
bosom of the bay, or altered the bright green of the water 

to a deeper tinct; now acquired more steadiness and 

6* 
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strength in tlieir descent from the towering h€lg] 
from their congregated force, a moderate breesi 
sprung up iron) the land, and down the Chan 
which the Spitfire had to wind her way to fresh' 
grounif. 

As yet, all was tranquillity on board. The midshipmen 
of the watch, and sentinels, were the only persons to be 
seen on deck, with the exception .of Burton,, who was 
mounted on one of the afler carronades, in order to rest 
his glass on the hammock rails, as he indulged his anxious 
curiosity, and probed every window of the cottage. One 
indication, however, though the only one, of a movement 
on board, had not escaped the experienced eye of the veto* 
ran, who, having finished his breakfast, took up his station 
at his favourite telescope, maintaining as '< bright a look- 
out'* OQ the brig (though actuated from different motives) 
as Burton kept upon the cottage. 

'' Coine, bear-a-hand, Thomas — clear away the decks," 
cried Crank, hurrying Tiller to remove the breakfast 
things from the table — ^^ Be brisk, I see the brief's got 
her cat down ready for a brush." 

'' Her what, brother?" sharply interrogated Mrs. Crank, 
whose apprehensions for the safety of some of the feline 
species, by long prescription favourites with the fair, were 
excited by her brother-in-law's intelligence. 

En^ily had also caught the contagion, and looked anx- 
iously to the hearth-rug, where, contrary to drawing-room 
etiquette, and the commodore's interdiction, a favourite 
tortoise-shell kitten lay on her back, flourishing her tail 
about, while sporting with a stray ball of cotton, purloined 
from the work table — " Poor Tab," she exclaimed, " your 
velvet coat wants no brush. How can they be so cruel V* 
she continued, approaching her uncle, as if to ascertain 
what was going on aboard. 

^^ Why, you brace of simpletons," said he, without 
taking his eye from his glass, ^^ do you think there *s no 
cat on board but Grimalkin ? — Come, Thomas — the bars 
are shipped, I see. Now for it — there 's turn the hands 
up — here 's the boatswain ? — aye» there's 2ay in — you 'II 
have a treat directly." 

'* A treai, brother, do you call it ?" exclaimed Mrs. 
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Jrankf in a tone indicatiniv that fresh fear had been awa- 
»Ded by the hiat observation. 

:^What do you mean, uncle?" asked Emily, with 
ezeilad curiosity. 

** What do I mean, child ? Why, that you Ml proscnlly 
have your ears pierced with a iittic man* o'- war's music 
—that's all — ^the chaps in the chams singing out hkc 
so^rs." 

^< Oh ! dear, uncle," exclaimed Emily, in a tone of sym- 
pathy which would have been highly gratify iriir to the cars 
of all on board, had they witnessed the interest she betrayed 
— *' surely they are not going to uiflict corporal punishment 
on the poor dear sailors ?" 

" Why, what now ? — Have you been reading more of 
your romances ? — 'Gad, I think they 'vc turned your head 
in earnest." 

^^ ft is something more than romance^ brother, however 
habit in you may have unfortunately got the b(?ttcr of your 
feelings ror your fellow creatures," interposed Mrs. Crank. 
— *' You but this instant said that the cat was in readiness 
for a brushy and every school-boy knows the interpretation 
of that phrase." 

" Well, so it is ready, — and the Jish too ; — what d 'ye 
think o* that now — eh ?" 

" Think, brother !" replied the matron, " I don't know 
what to think ; though I must confess, that such associa< 
tiona as cats^ bars^ boatswains, and unfortunate creatures, 
crying out m chains^ naturally lead one to infer they are 
inflicting on board some cruel and oppressive punishment !'* 

" Handsomely ! — handsomely, old girl — take a turn 

there — a sovere tarn* too ;" said Crank. " D n it, is 

it because you choose to be stupid enough not to under- 
stand plain-sailing English, that you must take it into your 
head they are committing murder afloat I But, it 's a true 
flaying, ^ there 's no teaching old dogs to dance;' nor," 
continued he, anticipating his jest with a chuckle, which 
would have been very properly reprehended by certain wise- 
acres in St Stephen's — ^^ nor are you ihe first old woman 
Ih Parliameat who has raised a false alarm and a hubbub 

* Natttical for a fteore turo. 
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ubout a thing ihat never can, I tell you again, be dispensed 
with.'' 

*^ Upon my word, uncle," said Ernily, " 1 confess^ that 
though you don't exactly deal in pirable, your laogQage 
is, at least, very equivocal. Now, do afford us some ex- 
planation — what arc they about?" 

" What? — Why, about to shift their hob, to be sure," 
replied Crank, with a self-satisfied simplicity, which was 
the result of his conviction, that this curt explanation was 
perfectly explicit. " I just want to see, my dear, how long 
they '11 be weighing — therefore take my. watch, — I '11 look 
out, and give you the word : f<»r it 's fair, you know, to 
count time the moment they begin to heive round the cap- 
stan. I know, in the old Grampnss I didn't allow more 
than an hour and a half to heave in a whole cable, — cat 
and fish the anchor, and have her urider everything,* low- 
and-alofl, close-hauled, in a moderate breeze." 

As to the nautical information likely to be derived by 
his female auditors, from this stubborn reiteration of the 
terms ^ cat, and fish,' without any attempt at explanation ; 
the veteran might as well have amused them by an allusion 
to the old pDt-hous'^ sign of the *" Oat-and-the-fiddle ;" the 
solution of whose mysterious, though humorous connec- 
tion, seems, to some antiquarians, to lie deeper beneath the 
rubbish of ages, than any antediluvian relic yet discovered 
by Professor Buckland, in the geological strata. The 
ladies, however, had some reason to suspect, from the 
knowledge of Crank ^^ gent^ral cliaracter, that he could not 
derive pleasure from a fell;>w-creature's anguish : and that 
their alarm might be groundless. Ai»d as he was garru- 
lously disposed, he soon gave Emily reason to believe, she 
was more hkely to be gratified by the nearer neighbour- 
hood of an individual in whom she already began to feci 
considerably interested, than to have her feehngs shocked 
by any unseemly parade of punishment. 

As Crank had anticipated, the crew of the brig had 
already been summoned to their stations, by the boatswain ^s 
shrill pipe and short cry of " hands, up anchor." 

The mandate was neither delivered, as is too often the 

* All sail nU 
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case, in that lengthened, drawling tone, only calculated, 
like a Quaker's sermon, to lull all energy ; nor needlessly 
repeated by the piercing pipings* and hoarse bawlings of 
his mates : Staunch being too much of a disciplinarian 
not to haYe seen the necessity of abolis'iiiig this BenboW' 
ical and privateer- like practice, before he had been a week 
on boarxl ; or to permit uny unnecessary noise in a ship of 
war placed under his command. 

The general though momentary bustle on bonrd whicli 
succeeded thp boatswain's short summons or solos subsided 
in a very few seconds. The *' capstan was manned" in a 
moment by above fifty of the cre>\'. The active hut orderly . 
mass included in rhi.^ powerful piece of machinery, re- 
mained mute and motionless as thcv leaned their broad 
bi easts at the bars, every eye anxiously awaiting the waive 
of the hand that was to set all in motion : f<.'r in signifying 
his commands, Staunch, like other monarchs^t preferred 
adopting the ^* sign maiiuar' to the more vuig^ir mode of 
verbal communication, anrt his crew equally understood 
his orders by waive of hand, or by word of mouth. 

The silence which pervaded the brig (for not a syllabic, 
low or aloft, was allowed to be uttered, save from the lips 
of a superior) was now broken by Burton, who stood in 
an elevated station on the forecastle, which aflbrded a full 
view of his person to Crank's little circle at the cottage. 
Brought to for^ard^ Sir,^^ said the lieutenant. 
. *'Very well," answere'J the captain, who, in consequence 
of his lameness, had taken up a seated position on the 
upper steps of the ladder leading to the poop. 

^ * It hat been ascertained, since the Peace, that sereral French priva- 
teen, last war, when oiuler cover of the darkness of the night, or the 
denseness of a fo^, like handitii oi old, h^ve solely esea|K-d caiptnre by 
the timely intimatinn of a whistle. Indeed, wc h.'.ve ourselves, before 
now, witnessed as luucli wind expended on hoist infc a cask npi>n deck, or 
a ttay-aail alnft, as would hare serveil to * fill* a first-ratf 'k foresail, or 
have anfwered ail the renuACitatiug purposes of the * Humane Svciety^ 
for a whole winter ! 

t An anecdote is told of a captain in the serrice, since drad, that while 
earrring oat a Britibh ambassador to his station abroad, a quarrel arose 
OB the sul^'ect of pri-cedenoy. High words wert; exchanged between them 
on the qaarter-deck, wiien, at length, the ambassador tniukic^g to silence 
ttie captain exclaimed, ** Recollect, Sir, I am the representati/e of Hia 
MaiestT I** ** Then, Sir." retorted the captain, ** recollect ibat here 1 am 
more tnan maietty itaait. Can the King seize afelitno up and give kirn 
three dozei^ ?" Farther argument waa useless— the Diplomatist struck. 
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^^Now," continued he, addressing the people employed 
at the ca|)6tan, ^' now, recollect, my lads, I want no more 
than the " double-quick'^ step, for I always suspect there '• 
a good deal of " heaving thro^ edit'' when there 's any/a«< 
running round ; so now — 

" Left fool— 

" Double-quick — 

'« Heave/' 

The capstan was instantly set in motion, the seamen 
marking their quick- measured step to the mcllifluoue strains 
of a woolly headed African cat- gut scraper, who, as occa- 
sion required, catered for the carnal appetites of the crew 
below in the galley as cook's-mate, or restrained their brute 
force like Orpheus of old, by meai^ured modulation. 

In consequence of the steady stop preserved by the m'*n 
at the capstan in their circumambulatory march, the cabal 
was not only hove in with great celerity, but with an 
equable motion that permitted the people below leisurely to 
bend and coil it away, without any of those interruptions 
or stoppages at the capstan, common on such occasions to 
most ships in the service. A few minutes served to bring 
the brig near enough to her anchor to render it necessary 
the circumstance should be announced by Burton, wlio 
exclaimed — 

" Hove short. Sir J' 

At a singh' waive of the captain's hand, the capstan 
ceased to move, and was quickly pauled or secured at its 
base, while the bars were immediately " un.sliipped" and 
laid aside upon the deck, previously to the operation' of 
loosing sails, and tri|)ping or sturtirii^ the anchor from its 
slimy bed. Tiiese preparations occui)ied scarcely half a 
minute's time, when the captain gave the word — 

" Loose sails." 

Preparatory to performing this evolution, about forty 
sailors destined for this service, whose white Guernsey- 
frocks and trowsers were strikingly contrasted with the 
black hull, masrs, and rigging of the brig, quickly collected 
in the lower part of the fore and main shrouds ; all eager 
to obtain the start of each other. The younger men and 
boys, who were destined to reach the giddy heights of the 
royal and top-gallant yards, with eyes arcJily fixed on the 
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captaiD as he sat on the ladder, cautiously raised a leg a 
ratiJne higher in the shrouds, to make sure of even this 
trifling advantage over those who had a much shorter 
course to run — an artifice which was often checked by 
the two lieutenants exclaiming, in a subdued tone — 

^* Keep down, men ! — down no stealing !" 

At the word — 

'''^Wayaloftr 
a scene of anxious and emulous alacrity ensued in the 
rapid flight of the men up the rigging, which, to the un- 
practised eye of Emily, merged into the most orderly and 
compact position of the tars, as they remained momenta- 
rily grouped about the bunts and quarters of the lower and 
loftier yards. The order to 

followed, which, accompanied by two short chirps of the 
boatswain's whistle, again set in motion the active limbs 
of the Moosers.' At the word Mrace up,' the studding- 
sail-booms, already disengaged from the iron clamps in 
which they were wont to rest, were now lifted by lines 
aflixed to their inner ends. Thus suspended, they formed 
acute angles with their respective spars, and afforded to the 
emulous seamen a support for the hand, so as to render 
more secure their frail footing, as they scampered, like 
cats, along the yards. Every hand was now busy for an 
instant casting-off the gaskets or platted ties, which held 
fast the furled sails in their folds ; while those who had 
been more expeditious in completing their task, supported 
the weighty canvass in their arms as they balanced their 
bent bodies on the yards, anxiously awaiting the word to 
drop their heavily-drooping burden to the breeze. 

Burton, who was . always ambitious thnt the seamen, 
under his immediate inspection, should be foremost in the 
performance of every evolution aloft, was now the first 
to exclaim — 

" AU r^ady forward. Sir:' 

Soon after, an' announcemcRt followed from Hasty, 
who, by a waive of his hand, signified, that the ^ loosers" 
abaft were equally prepared. After a momentary pause, 
and scrutinizing glance olofty the captain vociferated—- 
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The sails fell simultaneously from the sailors' graspi 
shivering in the wind, as their sheets* wers brought home, 
or extended to the outer extremities of the yards. The 
*• loosers* were now seen flying in from the spars in every 
direction. Their descent had hardly been effected on 
deck, by running down the ratlines of the riggings, with 
a degree of velocity, almost superhuman — for, on board 
this ship they were not permitted to slide down the back- 
:itays, or display any unnecessary agility at the expense of 
their clothing, — when Staunch ^ sung out' — 

^^ man the tcutpsle ikaliardtf."t 

Led through leading blocks on both sides of the deck, 
the haliards were immediately grappled by the many- 
handed mass, who had so disposed themselves as to ensure 
a free and uninteiffupted run fore-and-afl ; while a few of 
t!ie more trusty hands and petty officers were busied in 
attending the braces, overhauling the clue-lines, and other 
hanging gear, to facilitate the rapid flight of the ponderous 
yards alofl. Without awaiting the lieutenant's *cu8- 
tomary report of-— ^^ qU manned toith the topsaU haliards** 
fa useless intimation, by-the-by, in a flush-decked vessel^ 
where the eye of the officer, carrying on the duty, meets 
with no obstruction) — the commander exclaimed'— 

^< Hoist away the tavpsles,** 

The topsails flew to the topmast's head, taughtly ex- 
lending their wide wings to t|ie breeze, while every plank of 
the brig below experienced a tremulous vibratory motion, 
occasioned by the fast fleeting feet of the tars, as they ran^ 
haliards in hand, round the deck. The operation of 
' sheeting home,' and hoisting the heavier topsails, had 
hardly been efiected,ere the taunt * top- gallant-sails,' and 
the still lighter and lo(\ier ^ royals,' appeared spread qa 
their respective spars : the combined effect of the whole, 
presenting to the astonished eye of Emily a sudden and 
imposing metamorphosis. .Indeed the old gentleman 

* It ma^ be here neeeiMiPT to obienre, that ih% tkteU, which m oai- 
Tenally ittittaken by ** Eiiigiiah Bardi" and era Scotch ISevteiOfrii," 
and their readers, for the hUU themaelvea, are no other than the nmei 
employed to eiteiid the chief, or lower comers, of the sails to whidh 
tbf-y are attached. . 

t Tackles, by which the topsails ire to be hoisted or lowered, when the 
nails are to be extended or reaoeed. 
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lumself seemed to participate in his niece 's surprise, and 
more than once he was observed to rub his eyes as if he 
suspected himself under the influence of some optical 
iUiision. 

*^ Which way shall we cast, Mr. Stowel ?" said the 
captain, addressing the master, who had just returned. from 
the forecastle. 

*' To port. Sir—" 

^^ JIfofi the starboard head-braces and larboard after ^' 
cried the commander, in an audil)le tone — 

" Overhaul the lee-loioer-lifts and trusses — Brace up.^ 

The head yards were now backed a^^ainst the breeze, 
while those on the main-mast were obliquely braced in 
the opposite direction.* 

To this evolution succoeJed the operation of again 
' shipping and swifting-in the bars' of the capstau, — a repe- 
tition of trouble to which all frigates and flush-decked 
vessels are unavoidably subject, and over wliich, in the 
evolution of ^ weighing,^ ships of the line have a consi 
derable advantage. 

The capstan being manned in a moment, the word was 
given to ' heave round,' when the '• double- ^uit^k time' of 
the tars soon brouplil the brig over her anchor — and thi« 
was followed by the announcement froin Burton — 

'' Up andr-down.'"' 

" Thick^and-dry for weighing,'*'* cried Staunch. 

A turn at the capstan, with a hearty and heavy heave of 
a well-concentraled power, soon tore the anchor from it \ 
bed. 

" Heave- and'tt>elg7t,^^ cried Burton. 

** Man the jib hajiards^^^ 
said Staunch' The men were already in their stations 
when the order succeeded — 

^^ Hoist away.'''' 

Flapping in the wind, and following the diagonal line ot 
rope on which it travels in its ascent alofl, the jib flew to 
the foretopmast-head ; while a few hands on the fore- 

* This erolation is practised with a view to impel the ship's head in 
the desired directioD, as soon as the anchor breaks loose from thf 
grooad. 

Vol. I.— 7 
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castle quickly ^ gathered afl' its shaking; sheet, and the 
canvass, ceasing to flutter, boldly bellied to the breeze. 

The practice conjmon in the service of announcing to 
the men labouring at the capstan when the anchor breaks 
upon the eye, or looms through the dazzling deep, as it 
slowly rises to the surface, had always been deemed un- 
necessary by Staunch, and the old form of exclamations 
— Heave-and'insight^'^ and, ^^ Heave- and-a-wask,'*^ — 
were in the Spitfire invariably dispensed with — a depar^ 
lure from old precedent, which, perhaps, will be the less 
regretted by all disciplinarians, as they must have often 
observed these technical intimations were resorted to by 
boisterous boatswains, as often to exercise their lungs as 
to cheer the people at the capstan. • 

Looking down on the water, as he stood on the bow- 
sprit, with his breast leaning over the man-rope. Burton 
had now, by a telegraphic movement of his left hand, 
mutely announced the anchor at the bows. The opera^^ 
tion of again pauhn^ the capstan and unshipping the bars, 
was now quickly repeated — 

^^ Ml hooked with the cat^^- 
cried Burton, with seeming exultation, which, however 
suited to the occasion, would doubtless have impressed 
(had he been present) a certain ex-senator, whose atten* 
tion had been so humanely directed to the protection of 
(]uadrupeds, with a very unfavourable opinion of the lieu- 
tenant's humanity. 

The cat had already been seized by the crew, — the fall 
taughtened — the 'messenger' surged — the cable 'stuck 
out' and stoppered, when, as if cheered by the feline allusion 
which followed, of— • 

" Haul away the cat^^* 
the tars ran the ring of the anchor up to the cat-head in a 
twinkling. 

'''M hooked with the fish,'' 
cried Burton, — an intimation altogether unconnected witli 
the fate of the finny tribe — the fish here meant being a 
hook, employed to raise the anchor-fluke on the gun- 
wale. At a waive of Staunch's hand, the seamen, who 
had already hold of the fish-fall, cheerily aprplied their 
united force to the rope, and, with a run aft, as fast as foot 
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GDuId fall, they succeeded in bringing the ponderous 
anchor to its resting-place. 

A pilot, in a punt, had now pulled along-side, and as 
neither the captain nor the master had acquired any 
acquaintance with the locality of the port, save that whicii 
the * sailing directions' on the chart had afibrded, the ser- 
vices of the pilot were readily accepted. 

^^ We intend casting to port,** said Staunch, addressing 
the pilot, who, as he came up the side, dofled his hat, and 
made his awkward obeisance to the King's quarter-deck — 

*^ £e8,zure, Zur,'* answered the pilot, in a west-country 
accent — ^' better vurst niaike aboard towards the Black- 
3tone — should loike though, captain, if so be it 's all the 
zame to thee, to keep the lecui aloive." 

*' The leadsmen,*' said Staunch, " are already in the 
chains." 

** Then, Zur, when you plaize," said the pilot, perching 
himself up Qn one of the afler carronades, in order to have 
a full view of the '• leading marks' of the port. 

The head yards had already been *• filled,' or braced 
round to the breeze. Meantime, the booin-mail sail had 
been hauled out abafl ; while, on the bunts of the fore and 
main yards, hands were observed in readiness to overhaul 
the gear of the courses, employed for the purpose of con- 
fining, in festoons^ the large lQ)wer sails, as yet suspended 
in the brails — 

^^Man the fore and main-tacks^'^ 
cried Staunch, in hi^* usual tone of distinct articulation. 
The word, ^ haul aboard^' had hardly escaped his iips, ere 
the deep and heavy folds of the courses tell tlutterinjLT in the 
wind ; while their tacks were brought on board, or drawn 
down to the deck, and their sheets ' roused aft' with the 
rapidity of thought. 

The bowlines i>ad been hauled — the weather- braces 
' set taught,' and every ^ cloth' in the brig now trimmed 
to the breeze, when, gracefully yielding to the pressure of 
her canvass, she darted through the water Hke a dolphin 
in pursuit of prey. 

^^ Bless the crafl !" said the pilot, looking over the side 
with astonishment — " why she walks like a witch." 

^►W»lk!" said Hasty — <^wait till you see how she 
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works.' — Why, man! she 8b€K)t8 like a star of a frosty 
night." 

^^ Silence ! — not a word fore-and-aft," cried Staunqh, in 
a tone which was intended to spare him the necessity of 
conveying, in more direct terms, a personal censure— for 
though Staunch ' off duty,' was always affable with his offi- 
cers, yet ' on service,^ he was too critical a discipiioarian 
to patronize poetry or irruptions of fancy. 

The ropes had been already coiled up, and ' led aloiig/ 
with every man in his station for ' staying,'* when descend- 
in£r from the gun, under no little excitement, proceeding 
from the responsibility he fielt^ in having, for the first time, 
charge of one of his majesty's ships, the pilot hastily 
exclaimed — 

'* Round with her, Zur. — Be sharp, if you plaize." 

Obedient to her helm, the vessel hove quickly in the 
wind, while her bulging bow, forcing apart the resisting 
fluid, flung wide around the foaming spray. 

'* Helm 's-a-lee:' 
cried the commander. The ' head-sheets' were ' let fly' 
and heard flapping in the wind, when, as the brig rapidly 
rounded to the breeze, and the sails abafl as rapidly 
altered from a full to a fluttering condition, the word, 

^' Raise tacks and sheet s^^* 
was given. In compliance with this order, preparatory to 
swinging and bracing round the head yards, the clues, or 
lower corners of the courses, were partially raised above 
the deck. 

''Haul well taut j'' 
cried Staunch, giving the wanted precautionary word. 
The brig had now brought the wind nearly a- head, or 
rather a little on the weather bow. The captain, who 
was as well aware of the importance of securing ' a good 
smng^ as any of our fashionable amateurs^ who delight in 
witnessing the final expiatory evolutions of ^ Old Bailey' 
performers on the tight rope, vociferated, as he observed 
the wind catching the weather leeches of the sails abafl— 

^^ Mam-sail^ hauV^ 

The yards on the main-mast flew simultaneously rpund 

* TacUvg— patti«f the lia^ about. 
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with a violent swiogr, accompanied by an astounding crash, 
occasioned by the lee-clue of the main-sail coiiiiug in rapid 
collision with the rigging ;* whilst reversing their former 
position, the tacks and sheets were trimmed in a trice. 
The brig's head fell off from the wind in a different 
direction from that to which it had previously pointed on 
the opposite tack ; and the afler sails again tilling to the 
breeze, the captain exclaimed — 

" Fore'tack—forehoxDlin-^ofall haul.** 

The head yards were now braced round, and every thing 
trimmed fore-and-all, when the brig, bending, lik(' a wil- 
low, to the breeze, quickly gathered way, nnd again glided 
through the water with hor former rapidity. 

From the velocity with which the Spitfire was flying 
through the water, it may be easily cunctived that, in 
working up a narrow channel, short tack^ were the order 
of the day. 

As the vessel neared the steep, on which stood Cainpcr- 
down Cottage, the seamen's eyes were turned involun- 
tarily to this spot, so eminently favoured by nature. The 
whole shore was now minutely developed. Every object, 
animate or inanimate around, awakened in the mind a 
feeling of tranquil pleasure in contemplating this beautiful 
scene in all its placid repose. The deep' ver()iire was 
relieved by the bright fleeces of the sheep and la: «b!-. which 
were grazing on the grassy heights ; while groups of groats, 
ambitious of danger, were seen securely browsing on the 
giddy face of the precipice, which overhung the Hm k rocks 
beneath. Here and there a cottage dimly (ieveIo|>cd its 
modest outhne from beneath a sheltering rock ; or some 
tall gray spire pointed out the rural retreats of the living, 
or solem sanctuaries of the dead. The peopled air above 
harmonized with the stillness of the scene below, and the 
wild wing of the sea-mew was almost suspends- d in its 
graceful sweep across the blue vault of heaven. 'I'hc pro- 
found tranquillity of every thing around was suddenly 

« 
• 

* We sincerely adviie all landsmen, who are ambitious of becoming 
** leadttMn** (for we have leen men of all professions, from those 
" learned in the law," to those aniearned in the line, endear our injr, at the 
MpeoM of *dieir heads, to become adepts in the ail of ^*$ounaing**)f 
n ver to take their ttalion in the chains when beating tip t« an anchorage. 

7* 
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invaded bj sounds little in harmony with this qoiet piek 
ture of nature in repose. The iengrthened tenor*toiiefl of 
the tars broke in upon the silence, as, lead in hand, Uiey 
^^ sung out" from the chains the depth of water, as the 
ship approached the shore. These mdisical intonations 
were heard re-echoing in every little wooded dell along 
the bay, or clatteringly reverberating among the rocks. 
The still, mute sheep on the heights ceased to ruminate, 
or started from their pasture ; collecting in groups, whose 
wild and unusually animated faces betokened lively alarm 
at these unwonted sounds. 

^-^Ottarter-led'ea-essfive^^' cried the leadsman to leeward. 

'* Heave quick, my zons!" said the pilot. 

" And a ha-a-lf four^'* re-echoed the seaman to 
windward. 

*^ She shoals her water — but we 'II stand in as close as 
you like," observed Staunch to the pilot. 

By some unaccountable accident the veteran's colours 
at the cottage were omitted to be hoisted at the usual 
hour of eight. Crank now perceiving the omission, in a 
hurried manner directed his factotum to hoist them. In 
a few moments an enormous St. George's ensign was seen 
gracefully waving in the wind, as if welcoming the ship's 
approach to the land. 

In compliance with the wishes of the captain, the vessel 
was 6bserved to stand in, still shoaling her water. 

" By-the-hard-dee-eep four^^ now cried the tars to- 
gether, producing no unpleasing harmony from the circum- 
stance of the ^ weather leadsman' accidentally taking a 
musical third above his companion to leeward. 

" There r^ exultiugly cried Crank to his sister-in-laiv — 
*' there, didn't I tell you we 'd soon have the chaps in the 
chains singing out like sogers ?" 

The brig was now tacked close under the cliff, and, to 
the no little astonishment of Crank, the entire evolution 
was performed in silence, Staunch having directed every 
movement by waive of hand. Two boards further to 
windward, brought the brig up to her destined birth, where 
she was anchored. The sails were soon furled, and every 
necessary evolution performed, with that systematic, alac- 
rity, which the cheerful, but well-disciplined crew of the 
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Sfl^u^ iDfiriably eTinced ; wbeo the boats were hoisted 
out, and despatched on shore for water. 

In concludiDg this chapter, an apology may be ne- 
cesBaiy, perhaps, to some of our fair readers, who may 
aCQUse us of being uninterestingly minute in detailing the 
many naYsl evolutious recorded in the foregoing pages. 
The practice, however, may be productive of benefit in a 
quarter .where it may be least expected We have, be- 
fore now, met with some -of the soflcr sex in command of 
fneit-of war, who still are unacquainted with the ^ word of 
command.' To repair this defect in their early education, 
and adapt them for situations which are found to he within 
the fond aspirations^ of the fair ; we have ventured in these 
pages to substitute occasionally a marine, for a moral 
lesson ; so that when any of those ladies, now ^ laid up 
in ordinary,'^ are next put in commisstion, each may be 
able to take the trumpet, and *• heat' and ^ box' about a 
^ battle-ship' as well as her lord and master. 



CHAPTER IX. 

WEATHERING THE WILEY. * 

Be plesaed your politics to spare, 

Fm old enough, and can myself take care. 

Drtdek. 

In an operation of this nature, part of the crew of the 
boats are, in general, sufBcient for the purpose of filling 
the casks, and the remainder are found strolling on the 
the beach idly whileing away the time in picking up peb- 
bles remarkable for their shape or colour. 

It was so m the present instance. Straggling seamen 
or tars were occupied at the water's edge in fishing, with 
a splinter in the sand, for a cockle or other marine produc- 
tion ; while at a distance from the party, a couple of tars 
had fliuy themselves, at their ease, on the gray shingle of 
the beach. As they lay, with their faces upturned, and 
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gazing listlessly on the mackerel sky, overhead, Ihey had • 
not noticed the approach of a stranger, whose hasty step 
towards them would seem to indicate he had husiness with 
them of no mean importance. He was a strong-made, 
hull-necked, square-built vulgar form, though sufficiently 
well clad to denote that he was a man of substance. His 
features were broad ,,un meaning, and common -places except 
that the bluff protuberance of the lower part of his face 
and pursed lips, estublished his claims indisputably to an 
unparalleled share of effrontery. His heavy, dull brows, 
were conthffted as if in scorn ; and the fixedness of his 
pale gray eye indicated an habitual obstinacy and sullen 
selfisliness. For want of a C'.>mpanion to harangue, he 
seemed to be employed in that whoh some practice, so 
often recomm*ended by the ancient fathers of the church'— 
self- disputation ; and endeavoured to enforce his oral 
powers of persuasion by an oscillatory up-and-down mo- 
tion of his right hand, which strikingly resembled that of 
un auctioneer anxiously dwelling on the rival biddings 
which were to swell his profits. In his left hand he held 
a scroll of extracts from parliamentary returns of the reve- 
nue — the income of the clergy — the number and effective 
strength of our land and sea forces — the number of persons 
impressed since the war— corporal punishments inflicted 
during the short peece — the ultimate height, in' inches 
and lines, which climbing-boys attain when arrived at the 
age of manhood — the jltfoss amount, in square feet, of tim- 
ber usually expendf^d in May-poles in the several villages 
of Ir^ngland, and the average waste of wood, in barber's 
blocks, throu{>h<)Ut the United King(!oni. These had 
been carefully extracted during a tour with his family along 
the coast in his own carriage, and with his own cattle, to 
save charges of postage ; and were destined to form ti>e 
ground- work next session of an exposition, in his place at 
St. Stephen's Chapel, Westminster, of the causes of the 
dry rot in his His Majesty's navy. 

The diffusiveness of his style might, perhaps, be objected., 
to by common critics ; but it was his peculiar felicity, iw ' 
every speech, to follow the example of that dlustrious es* 
sayist of the middle ages, so admired for his searching 
sagacity, who having copiously written an essay — de omni'^ 
bus rebu9 — sapiently added a chapter, de quilmsdam aUis. 
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In the light playfulness of his fancy, this ornament of 
our senate introduoed a figurative allusion to the effects of 
the dry rot in thinning the ranks of that opposition with 
which he voted. By way of revenging himself for many 
an indignant lash of a great oratorical lion's tail in that 
house, whose sarcasms were sometimes telt alike by friend 
and foe, he had bestowed a week in turning an appropri* 
ately neat epigrammatic point ; happily illusive to an in- 
sincerity and hollowness in principle, which it suited his 
purpose to assume, u^ere attributes of his U)0 powerful 
rivsi and unsparing friend. The spirit of the allusion con- 
sisted in preserving the accuracy of the figure, and deplor- 
ing that the rottenness of our timber was not confined to 
that composing our ships of war, but had been of late de- 
tected in some of the main timbers of Westminster Hall. 

Such, and so accoutred, was the redoubted wight who 
now bore down on two mf the most unsuspecting spirits in 
the ^* service." As he never baulked at any thing, he as- 
sumed a familiarity of manner and tone, which he presumed 
would conciliate favour, or lull sus[)iciori ; and artfully 
opened his parliamentary inquiries as follows. 

*' Weel — messmates — hot waather, eh ?" 

" Why, yes," said the younger tar of the two, — " it *s 
hot enough for them as never felt hotter ; or seed a beaf- 
staike broiled by the heat of the sun on the spare anchor 
fluke. I reckon/' added he, accompanying the remark 
with what sailors term an overhaul-look at the senator's 
person — " I reckon many 's the fiery forenoon you '»c 
never &ced, afore the sea-breeze sot in at Port-Royal har- 
bour." 

'* Aweel ! mayhap — but many 's the fiery ordeel in the 
whiles 1 elsewhere faced in fighting yer battles,'* returned 
the senator, emphatically. 

'^ Foil," said the tar, in a tone which manifested an 
incredulous contempt for the stranger's assertion — " you f 
— what, d'ye want to come Trafflygar over a fellow ? — 
Where the h — 11 did you ever see a shot fired in anger ?" 

'* It 's contrarie to my creed to do aught in anger — for 
though I am an enemy to a' abuses—-—" 

^^ I'm not abusing you at all, man," interrupted the tar 
-^^^ I want no wor£t about the matter ; but I 'U bet you 
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a week's grog to all your worth in the world, you canH d$jp 
a cartridge in a gun — that 's to say, — you don't know 
whether it should be ^ end* foremost,' and * seam down/ 
or not." 

" Seem doon ! — I tell ye what, my gude fallow, we 
don't a'togither seem up to ane-anither," said the senator 
sporting a miserable pun — **• but, ye see, 1 'm a plain man; 
and, ye see — 

^^ You may say plain,^* said the tar, interrupting the 
speaker in his sentence — ^' I sejb that fast enough ; and 
what 's more, — I 'm curs'd if I wouldn't carve a better 
figure-head out of a Sampson's post."! 

^^ Like enoo ; but 1 suspec yer acceeptation of feegur 
heedi is verra d efferent frae mine — for you must ken, that 
my notion of a feegur heed, is the heed that taks the 
trooble to sefl the public accoonts, an' expose the cor* 
rupt practices o' the folk in pooer." 

The animated tone in which this piece of radical cant 
was delivered, was completely lost upon Jack, Indeed, 
the orator might as well have whistled to the wind, as 
have tried, in this vein, to engage either the attention of 
the slumbering tar, or appeal to the passions of his talka- 
tive companion. The conversation had ceased for a 
moment ; when the sailor, who had carried on the col- 
loquy stretched supinely on his back, now turned suddenly 
round on his elbow, and sternly fixing his eyes on the 
legislator, exclaimed — 

" Here 's face you, as Geoffry did tlie cat— come, tell 
truth, and shame the devil ?— -Are you a reg'lar built ^mis- 
sioner, or only a marchant's man-hunter,— 'Kase, if so be 
you 're no more nor a crimp, you 'd better brace-up and 
haul afl afore the officer comes across your hawse — but 
say you 're ti journeyman parson, and I '11 souse you in the 
surf; and trace you up ou a tree to dry, like a swab in 
the sun." 

^^ That 's no the speech of a seaman, nor is 't becomin' 

* If the profewional reader be too fiutidious, or OTemiee on the eeore of 
correct pbraseolo^, be will doabtlets sabttitute here that more emphatic 
monotyllable, which hie critical recoUecUon will not fail to soggett. B^ 
did, in fact, the sailor.— Bat for na—proh pudor ! 

T A large block of Umber fixed upright between the dcekf| wed fi>r 
attiicking leading ropes to, or heavy porchaief . 
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ill a man-o'warVman's mooth," said the Scotchman^ 
rather raffled at his rude reception. 

*' What do yott know conoaraing man-o-war's-men, 
yoQ Highland lubber ;*' said Jones, who had hitherto slum- 
bered in silence, but whose sensibility was now roused bj 
the senator's rebuke. — ^^ Did you ever sarve as a Jack-i- 
the-dust in a guard ship ?" added the tar in a sneering tone. 

^^ N09 my man, but I ken mare of king's sheps, and a' 
the pratty pranks that 's played al)oard 'em, than ye per- 
haps thenk. — I 'm a sailoHs freend, and ha' proven it" 

" You 've a d d rum way o' showing it, then," said 

the younger tar, ''^ in running down the sarvice after that 
sort o' fashion." 

*' I rin it doon ! — You mistak,' my man — sailors are 
mare indetted to me than they thenk. Whenever I 'vc 
seen, as aften I have, an inclination to trample them, or 
their rights, underfoot, I 've stood your sooporter, and 
aways spoke up for you i' th' Hoose." 

^^ Well, Bill ! [ 'ra blowed if I knows what house he 
means," said the elder tar, who now evinced an anxiety to 
take up the cudgelt* and give his companion a spell of 
repose, — ^* bekase," added he, ^^ a fellow might as well 
tread on a snake at once, as try to trample on any o' the 
Spitfires^ either at the Nelson's Head, at North Corner,^ 
or the Two Jolly Tars at the back o' the Pinl,"t 

** Why, ye booby, do ye thenk the hoose I mean, is a 
public", or mere pot-house ? I 'm spaaking anent that 
assembly that awght to defend, on a' occasions, your 
rights and pr^vleeges, and grant to the natural, and, gev 
me leave to say, the constitutional force of the kintry, (for 
I mean sailors,) its constant protection." 

^^ Come, come, belay every inch o' that," said Jones^ 
in a jocular tone — " you 're not a-going to palaver us 
about your protections — many 's the man we 've seen 
pressed in spite of his protection — havn't we Bill ?" 

" I believe you, my bo," replied his companion. " I've 
seed, afore now, a hot-press on the river, break through a 
protection, better backed, aye, nor ever was a battle ship's 
anchor. Why, I 've seed the day that a fellow couldn't 

* At PlyaMmtiL f Portimonth Point— the Wappins district at that port^ 
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save his beacon, even with a Trinity House proteotioA in 
his pocket." 

^^ Well," said Jones, ^* if men are slack in stay^ in 
coming forward to enter, what else have you for it ? Men- 
o'-war must be manned, to meet the enemy, and protect 
your trade." 

^^Noo, to spaak without reserve," said the prying in- 
quisitor, imagining Jones was more disposed to boTational 
than his blunt, honest companion — ^^ wur ye aways o' that 
mind. Sir ?" 

*^ No — 'kase if I had, and known as much as I do now, 
I 'd a bore up at once for the bounty. But you see,** 
added the taunting tar, throwing a sly look at the senator, 
— ^^ there 's always follows enough, both ashore and afloat 
to make a man discontented with his birth ; and make 
him believe, ' whither or no Tom Collins'* — aye, by 
George, in spite of his sight and senses, that a king's ship 
is never no better nor a reg'lar-buill hell afloat." 

^^ But, my freend," said the stranger, who now per* 
ceived there was little chance to storm, though he might 
succeed, perhaps, in sapping, the honest sailor's prejudices 
in favour of his profession, ^^ ye wunna deny that seamen 
have to pit up with a great deal o' tarrannical conduc ao' 
ell usage aboard king's sheps — for my ain pert, I con- 
seeder you 're a' verra leetle better off than the blacks of 
Africa." 

'•^ See here, shipmate ! it would take a fellow far further 
north nor yourself, to persuade the captain's black steward 
that his was the worst birth in the barky. And as for ill 
usage aboard o' men-o'-war — why — let every one speak as 
they find 'em — not that I take it you know much o' the 
matter — 'kase I reckon, by that ere roll o' paper under 
your lee-fin, you 've sarved more time behind the counter, 
nor ever you did before the mast — " 

'^ Weel, but as we say in the Eleelands, let that flee 
stick i' th' wa, and confass, es there no a deal o' cruelty 
and tarranny aboard king's sheps ?" 

<^ Well ! (2amm€," said Jones, emphatically, ^^ but now 

* Slow. 

t " Whither or no, Tom Collint," u a phraie among sailors, signi- 
fying, whether you wiU or not. 
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think you 're a regMar-built 'missioner, in earnest^^what 
.-say you. Bill ?" 

*' Well, 80 I said, just now," returned the other — " but 
then, again, on t'other tack — you see he doesn't sport a 
black sijito' rigging." 

'* To pit an end to your doots," said the Scotchman, 
^^you '11 just plaise toobsarve, that I 've no disgueese a boot 
me — f 'm a>frpend to the sarvice, and, in parteeklar, to 
seamen — I 've stood up for them i' the Hoose — " 

** There he goes again," interrupted Jones. 

" Aye," I repeat, ^•'in the Ht)ose, agauist their ain offi- 
cers, and the Lairds o' th' A.1 niraity. I've endeevoured 
to put doon the sestuin of impressment, and to anneche- 
lat • that tarrannical meelitary practice of corporal punish- 
ment" 

*^ vVhat military practice ?" indignantly ejaculated the 
younger tar — *' What d'ye want to come the lobster over 
us, as well as the lubber ? — Whoever heard of a cor/>oraZ 
handling the cat — the sergeant, to be sure, when 
there 's never no master-a'tarms aboard, in course, tallies 
the score — but, damn it, man, it 's tho boson's mate as 
sarves-out the slops — " 

'* Weel, weel — it 's indilTorent to me wha inflects the 
lash : — a' as I can say is, I deetest the sestum of flogging 
a'thegither ; — an' to show ye hoo much I tak' an interest 
in the service, I 've browgbt you a pecteetion to sign, which 
I've drawn up to show hoo hardly yu'r treated, and how 
cruelly yu'r, too often, poonished by tarrannical officers, 
and hoo closely and unnacessaraly ye' re confined to yeer 
sheps. — Noo es that the pairt of a frecnd, or no ?" 

Here Jones interrupted tho reply which was ready to 
start from his shipmate's lips, and, in a conciliatory tone, 
accosted him — 

" Yow see the gemman spoaks fair enough, after all. 
He only wants us to lean a little over to his side — and why 
not, Bill! if the gemman 'ill stand any thing ?" 

" Why, if that 's his drift— I think we may as well, too, 
try him on a wind. See here, shipmate," continued the 
speaker, addressing the senator — '' there 's never no use 
in any further palaver — I don 't care a curse which way it 
is— but, what '11 you give us ?" 

Vol. I.— 8 
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" Gie ye ?" cried the radical orator, whose incipient 
triumph was checked by the unpalatable suggestion of a 
pecuniary boon,—''* VVuU it not be the uianes of getting ye 
yeer leeberty ?" 

*^ Why, as to that, you see, we 've always * liberty* 
enough when theshi;>'s noored in a King's port— so, you 
see, that's not the thing — is it, Jem ?" 

" Why, no 1" said Jones, — '* but ah the weather 's warm, 
and our coppers hot, l doesn't care, if the gemman will 
act like a gemman, to clinch the concarn at once. Har- 
kee, Master," said he, addressing the anxious orator, who 
stood tiptoe in expectation of his proposition — " you shall 
have it all your own way for a glass oPgrogJ*^ 

A fitful change suddenly overcame the features of the 
calculating philanthropist : every hard line in that unusu- 
ally rigid face was, for a moment, relaxed ; and, from the 
whole external, it would seem his heart had been startled 
. by the apparition of a strange and unwelcome visitant. It 
was not till afler a momentary struggle, that he slowly un- 
buttoned his pocket. The hand, although inserted, 
seemed to clutch something, and again relaxed its grasp. 
Again the action was repeated ; 

"Well," said h3,un a subdued tone— " Its for the 
banefet of ma kintry — " 

By a convulsive twitch of the arm, the victory wa« 
completed ; and with a sigh, such as 'tis said accompa- 
nies the separation of soul and body, the patriot flung the 
sailor a shilling. 

The sigh, however, though not the shilling, was lost on 
the sailors : who, roused from their recumbent posture 
on the shingle by a signal to re-embark, with a loud laugh 
at the senator's credulity, rejoined, without signing the 
petition, their companions, who, having completed the 
watering, bore away in the boats for the brig. 
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CHAPTER X. 



PIIIL^IVDERINOy OR AMATORY POLITICS. 

Oh ! the Inn^ eTeninj^s of dnett and trioi ! 
The admiratidDt and Ibt; tpecnlMtiona ; 
The <' Mamma IVlio's !" tod " Amer Mio's!" 
The '* Tanti palpiti's," on buch occaiiont. 

Btrov. 

The continuation of fine weather, and a steady calm, 
of above a week's duration, leli the SpHfre^s people 
ample opportunity to fjrostcute thf; task ot refitting the 
vessel ; and, happily for Burton, kept open the con^mu- 
nication between the brig and Camperdown Cottage. 
Every evening some pretext- or other served lor his ap- 
pearing an unbidden, tiiongh not uni^flcome. guest to both 
Emily and her uncle. — There is a certain fooiing of fami- 
liarity, upon which persons soon ^et, who are pleased with 
each other's society ; which precludes the necessity of 
renewing a formal invitation at every parting ; more espe- 
cially in the country, or under circumstances which lead 
the parties to infer, these opportunities will not hereafter 
be of frequent recurrence. 1 he old gentleman was ab- 
solute master of his own house, or, as he used to term it, 
** captain of h\^ own ship ;" and. as respected the indivi- 
duals of his profession, was eminently hospitable ; so that, 
although he never re-invit< d his young friend, at parting, 
he always chid him on his appearance in the evening, for 
not having availed himseU of the general invitation given 
on the first day of their acquaimauce. and made one at the 
dinner table. Indeed, the veteran would jocosely say, it 
was his own fault it he did not join the party at the cot- 
tage, as he observeii. ""Tom Tiller never mgU'fted* ac- 
cording to the cu«tom of the service in his time, to "Roist 
the dinner flag in the garden ; so that any seaman, who 
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was hungry, could not mistake the signal." BurtonV 
only mode of parrying this cordiality was, to repeat bis 
sense of obligation, and plead the lifxessity he ^ as under 
of attending to the details ol duty on board : an attention 
which, he observed, was rendered the more imperative on 
the officers of the ship, in consequei ce of C'aptain 
Staunch's having resorted to refit, contrary to the practice 
of the service, to Dartmouth, which wajs not a King's port. 

This apology never failed to draw forth frum Crank' a 
remonstrance on the impropriety of departing from the 
practice in his day — notwithstanding the cogent reasons 
which Burton had given for this preference, and which 
the reader may recollect. 

Had Burton been an ordinary, or uninterested visiter 
at the cottage, he perhaps would have formed one of the 
dinner party daily ; or, at least, whenever he could obtain 
permission ft-orn his captain. But, circumstanced as he 
felt himself, he inferred he should feel more at his ease 
in ' dropping in' after this meal was conclu(.ed. Wis visits 
"were sufficiently numerous and protracted todevelope, as 
he thought, to Mrs. Crank, the real state of his feelings 
with respect to her daughter ; and as he had no reason 
to imagine himself a favourite, or, in other words, his for- 
tunes acceptable in the light of a son-inlaw to that politic 
lady, he contented himself with thus embracing the oppor- 
tunity of visiting, and enjoying Emily 's society, without 
incurring any n^ore serious obhgation. 'J he uncle, on 
whose bounty she was dependent, far from being alarmed 
at these visits, or partaking in the prudential scruples of 
his sister, felt rather ffattered by the attentions thus mark- 
edly paid to his favourite ; nor was it without some share 
of professional pride that he .witnessed the preference" 
Emily displayed for the intelligent lieutenant. She ap- 
pearr-d to enter into the spirit of any little professional 
controversy in which the commodore and his young friend 
sometimes engaged : and even presumed, on some occa- 
sions, to mediate between them, by suggesting that their 
amicable differences were easily to be reconciled, by taking 
into consideration the difference of the systems adopted by 
the profession, in her uncle's time, and In the present day. 
This assumption of the office of arbitrator, in nautical mat- 
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terSf the gallant old officer alw »> s treated as a piece of pretty 
impertinence on the }*a:t ol i'ls niece ; and, while in his 
wagigish wayJie used to M-«id her for a sea lawyer, he, at 
other times, fondly lai racked all his classic recollictions 
from " SteeKs Navy List,*' to dub her by the names of 
his fayourite ' essels in the fc^ervice. On one- occasic'rr, his 
partiality so t r oyercanie his prudence, as to ifiOuce him 
to ask the young lieutenant, in a way w hie h Burton thought 
happily equiyocal, if noi po.«itivcly alH-sive to an union 
mrfaich already was beji:ini:\ng to be i.car his lieart — 
^' whether the girl, or a pinch, would nc»t mnke a pretty 
fair specimen of a ' Reefer/ or pafs. in time, for a hujfy 
To secure his growing interest with the old gentleman : 
or perhaps as much through an ani[iety to niake some 
return for Jiis kindness. Burton gaye him a baronreter, on 
. an improved principle; graduated according to both 
Reaumer's and Fahrenheit's scale, which he had the grati- 
fication to perceive soon occupied a chosen site in his 
own chamber. But the present w}>ichCrai»k most valued, 
Was one which cost Burton not a little labc»ur in the pre- 
paration, and consisted in a ccmpkte code, of the newly- 
adopted signals, illusnatod handsomeiv with coloured 
graphic exemplifications of the various fla/rs, cornets, and 
pendants, in use : which, with their order, and alntost 
infinite scries of rielative positions, render them so com- 
prehensive a medium of telegraphic conmiuiiication. As 
Burton had spared no pains in making the interior of the 
work valuable, he had recourse to one of the topmen, 
who, before he ran away to sea, served half an appren- 
ticeship to a book- binder ; in order to render its exterior 
worthy of the contents. Their joint labours produced 
a pretty volume of gilt Bath letter pepcr, neatly bound 
in blue and gold ; the materials for which had recklessly 
been abstracted by the lieutenant from a new morocco 
portfolio ; purchased, when last at Plymouth, to preserve 
his marine sketches and drawings from the profane 
clutches of shipmates in shaving. ^ 

The value of this present was enhanced by the compli- 
ment which accompanied its first presentation ; and it« 
perusal formed regularly a part of the veteran's roorninj 
avocations. Insensibly his prejudices against Burton, as 

8* 



'v. 



90 FUILAIVDEIIINC;. ^ 

r 
■ * 
1'* 

a votary of innovation, and enemy to the^fbrne of the an-* 
cient vi^orthies of the profession, began to give way to 
kindlier fedings, and an admiration of the intelligent 
yrung seaman. Although the ardour i^ith which he de* 
feiided the old school never abated, the lieutenant per- 
ceived it was rather the effect of pride, reluctant to yiel(l 
to a junior on points of service, than of a consciousness of 
being his young friend's superior in any thing but in stand- 
ing. ' His time, too, now never lay heavy on his hands ; 
and the listlessntss which so often attends the retire- 
ment of men accustomed to the activity of a professional 
life, was completely chased away by his renewed studies, 
the frequent visits of Burton, and the constant inspection 
of the little man-of-war below, from the grass-plat ; where 
his frequent perambulations had accurately marked out 
eight paces in the decayed verdure.. In tlicFe excursions • 
be was often accompanied by his fair niece, whose 
awakened curiosity, with respect to nautical matter?, 
afforded him daily increased delight ; not without a mix- 
ture of regret that she had not been a boy ; as nothing 
else, in his opinion, was wanting to ensure her being, at 
the least, a Rear- Admiral. 

The lieutenant needed hardly any other apology for the 
frequency of his visits at the cottage, beyond the kind 
welcome he always experienced from its owner ; and yet 
he felt it due to himself to provide some pretext for avail- 
ing himself of opportunities for enjoying the society of 
pjmily alone. Her musical talents were considerable ; 
and, in this respect, naich pains had been taken with her 
education. She played with spirit ; and her ambition for 
display induced her to devote much more tinfie to the study 
of music, than is usual wjth young ladies escaped from the 
tedious sameness ofboarding-school discipline. Her voice 
was a clear and sweet soprano, of considerable compass r 
and suH ciently flexible to enable her to accomplish exe- 
cutional passages, with a facility which perhaps too often 
induced her to indulge rather profusely in ornament. 
Singing was an accomplishment, be}ond all others, best 
suited to the taste of Burton, who, from early youth, had 
4!ontracted a passion for music, which he had matured by 
lae facilities afforded him during a long '^.ontinuance on 
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the Mediterranean station. Here, whenever in harbour^ 
his fissociates were selected from amorg the amateurs of 
that art, which, with the Italians, is styled, by way of emi- 
nence, ^divine.' Being once imbued with the true prin- 
ciples of the art, his taste rapidly improved, and the feel- 
ing with which, in his first essays, he sunjir the popular airs 
of Mozart, Cimarosa, and others, was softened, by increas- 
ing judgment, into all the'nicllow richness ot Italian per- 
fection. It was not wonderful, with such tastes, that 
Emily and he found themselves o(i(*ri nione, exploring the 
beauties of Italian con:position, to i^hirh every other ear 
in the house was comparatively indith rent ; and that, in- 
dependently of other motives of pre(crence, the society of 
each became mutually valuable to tlie other. 

The hours of every succeed intfcveninff flew rapidly by. 
uptil the dusky dimness of fadinir twihght deprived them 
of this pretext for prolonging f heir stndies aloriC ; and those 
enemies to unreserved communication, candles, obtru- 
sively poured their unwelcome glare on every conscious 
feature. 

it must, however, be con Hissed, that the pentimcnts they 
felt for each other were as dinsimilar as their sex. Emily 
found it impossible to withhold froirt him her admiration 
Jind esteem, fehe, howe\er, went no iiirther: and her 
conduct towards him would scarcely warrant any inference, 
^atshe fell more than a decided preferf;ncc for his socie- 
ty; while the kindlir>g fervour of his ^rrowintr attachment 
<iisplayed itself hourly, by every possdde etTort to awaken 
"er interest, and recommend himself to her esteem. 

Although eminently calculated to awaken a fervent and 
absorbing passion in others, there was a self-possession, 
*nd, at times, a levity in her manner, which seemed to 
indicate that she could not so easily become (to une a me- 
taphysical distinction) its subject, as its object. Neither 
Was it hkely that a girl of her ambition and desire of dis- 
tinction should be much flattered, as far as respected his 
present rank or circumstan< e?3, by the attentions of a young 
officer, whose fortune was to be cut out by his sword ; 
and who could not parry the ob|oction, as to want of 
wealth, by an appeal to his hereditary influence, or high 
family connection, which is sometimes considered as il« 
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equivalent. She too, it is to be recollected, though leA ao 
orphan, without a guinea, had long since learned to con- 
sider herself ah hfiress, as vitii as to a| (.rcciate her 
marked superiority in point of acconiplishnieiits above her 
jouii]i£ acquaintances. 

There was one person in the family, v?ho, could she 
have considered the connection probable, would certainly 
have shown her disinclination to it in the most decided 
way. This was her mother; but i-he never sufiiered her- 
self to believe that her daughter could so lightly estimate 
her attractions, or undervalue her expectations, as ro think 
of Burton, but in the light of an intelligent, agreeable ac- 
quaintance ; whose company, as she could enjoy it bat 
for a very short period, she was the more disposed to turn 
to advantage. Indeed, it was to be doubted, whether old 
Crank himself, partial as he was to the profession in gene- 
ral, and his new acquaintance in partic ular, would have 
consented, upon an afi'air of so much consequence, to waive 
the strong objections there existed to so unequal a union. 

An apprehension that such might be the real state of 
both the mother and uticle^s feelings, restrained the lieu- 
tenant from any avowal of a passion, wltich, if disclosed 
ere he had secured an interest in Kn>i y's affection^ might 
have disappointed all his hopes. Besides, his natural ar- 
dour prompted him to rely on the display of his acquire- 
ments, his assiduities, and his devotion, in secret, to a girl, 
who, young as she was, possessed a vc ry considerable 
share ot self-esteem, and who appeared to think too highly 
of herselt. and was too impati( nt ot cdntrol. not to have 
resented as an insult his atten>pting to derive any influ- 
ence, in such a delicate conjuncture, frnm the avowed 
countenance of her uncle to his suit. 1 hat the veteran 
might, in time, become an auxiliary, he had reason to 
hope ; but his consent to a union with his niece would, 
he knew, be prospective, and only conditional on his ob- 
taining promotion ; while he was aware there was a posi- 
tive obstacle to his wishes in the im.ther, who, with all 
her sectarian saintliness, felt the value of " this world's 
goods ;^* and having herself a proud spirit, and a loAy 
ambition, imagined her daughter possessed sufficient men- 
tal and personal attractions, independently of her excel- 
lent expectations, to command a distinguished alliance. 



VISIT AFLOAT. 93 



CHAPTER XII. 

A VISIT AFLOAT. 

<* There he ftrnviDp, ronnd about doth file, 
And Uket tnrrey with bni>y, ciirifiuk eve : 
Now this, now that, he tatteth tenderty.^* 

Spenser. 

The watering of the ship being rdw completed, and 
her rigging ^ set up' and refitted, Crank, yielding to the 
lieutenant*s powers of persuasion, at length consented to 
accompany his family on a visit afloat. The forenoon 
fbllowmg had been fixed for this ac|i)atic excursion ; and 
as Burton had on one or two occasioiis apprized his com- 
iDander and Hasty that the veteran was no ordinary critic 
in Dautical matters, though of the old school ; more than 
usual preparations tor his reception had been meditated 
by the senior lieutenant. 

Indeed Hasty was one of those officers, not infre- 
quently found in the service, more scrupulously strict in the 
enforcement of trifling commands, than studiously attentive 
to duties of greater importance. Having passed his novi- 
ciate under a rigid disciplinarian, the slightest omissions 
were considered by him unpar(-(naMe transgressions. 
Neglecting to sweep down the Hecks ere the sound of the 
bell had ceased to vibrate upon the ear, ((or every hall' 
hour Hasty had the birch>brooms in busy roquisjtion) or 
even not removing an Irish pennant, or straggling rope- 
yarn from the rigging, were, in the first lieutenant's opin- 
ion, punishable offences of considerable enormity. Such 
was the acute eflect trifles of this nature produced on his 
official sensitiveness, that either a feverish fretfulness, or a 
short-lived tit of severe discipline, was sure to follow any 
slight error, or unintentional disobedience of orders. He 
was less of a seaman than Burton ; indeed, to compare 
them together, as expert officers, would be an injustice to 
the latter. Hasty was not (as is customary in the service} 
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selected by his captain : the captain found bin), like any 
other timber head, a fixture in the ship. As, however, he 
exerted himself to the utmost to satisfy his superior, StauDcb 
was of too noble and generous a spirit to displace him on his 
accession, for another, who perhaps might have surpassed 
him in system and seamanship, hut C( rtau.'ly not in valour. 
In a soldier or a sailor, courage, like char>iy^ covers a mul- 
titude of sins ; and it is not in human I'Siure, (and more 
particularly with meij exprs('d to constant danger, and 
whose lives are continually dependant on the conduct of 
their superiors,) to be indifferent to the achievements of 
personal prowess. He was, therefore, in virtue of his of- 
fice, recognised by the crew as the captain's viceregent : 
nor was the delegate unconscious of his power or post. 
As heir apparent to the state, he often fancied himself in 
actual possession of the crown, which, had he puesessedy 
never could the prophecy of King Henry the Fourth to his 
son, have been more literallv fulfilled, where he chides him 
for his eagerness, and exclaims, according to Shakspeare, 

<<Oh, fooliKhyouih! 
Thou seekest the i^reatiiesti that will oTerwhelm th«e." 

The master passion ovcrpc^wered him, more jparticiv 
larly, in his dreams ; and his involuntary midnight con- 
fessions betrayed loo audibly his aspiring propensities to 
ptiwer and place. In the stilly hour of the midwatch^when 
nothing without was heard, save the gentle rippling of the 
water, as the v( ssel glided under easy sail through the tran- 
quil sea, or the ch( ering cry of the quajtf r master's ** very 
well thyst" on deck, the occupar ts of the cnbin adjoining 
his own, were frequently rous< d from their rosy slumbers 
by violent noises and thumpings a<:ainst the bulkheads, 
accompanied by many an imprecation against sleeping tart 
(hin;.'3cl! a sleeper) lor nej?l< cting to perform their duty 
wliile cruployec', as h\> waid^ring Ihicy idly imagined, in 
taking on hoard a freight of >*^panish dollars and doubloons 
for account of the West India merchants * 

" D n your bloods !" said he, on one occasion, im- 

* Thiii i« the motst prnfitable oerviee ob which a commander of bis 
maji siy'8 ^hiph can be employed. The ri^k is trif iof; and the per-cent- 
apc liberal ; and. with the exciptioti <if the admiral on the station, and 
(Greenwich Hospital, the freight is the captain's czcliuife perquisite. 
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. agining he was addressing a launch's crow alongside, ^^ if a 
single box slips through those slings. Til inuke the man that 
slings it jump overbuunl, and watch like a buoy in the 
water till it is grappled ajfain.'^ 

From seductive dreams of dominion such as these, it 
would be vain to expect any thing could rouse him to a 
sense of his subaltern situation, short of the hoarse tune* 
of the mate of the watch, summoning him to turn out and 
relieve on deck. 

Such is the imtline of the character of the second officer 
on board the Spitfire ; and, fr«)m a(;tual observation, it 
it may not ba presumption to assert that he is not without 
his parallel in the service. 

^^ Come,'' said the officer just described, addressing the 
captain of the aflerguard on the evening previous to the vet- 
eran's visit — let 's have all the holy stones and bibles all, to 
muster in a minute. We must give the decks a double 
dose in the morning.'' 

The aforesaid captain scratched his head, made a vain 
endeavour to smooth his stubborn curly-p.ite, and bowed a 
forced assent. And now brooms, buckets, biblos, swabd, 
and holy stones were brought aft, and caretully placed un- 
der the sentinel's charge, as if these inanimate objects had 
been gifted with a locomotive power ; or had been so long 
at sea, that there was just reason to dread they were dis- 
posed to mutiny in the night, or desert before morning.* 

A little after four o'clock, or as it is termed, the time 
for ' turning the hands up,' the dend silence of the 'twcea 
decks was invaded bv the unmusical notes of the boat- 
swain rousing the ship's company from their heavy sleep. 

*• Rouze-anid-bit — rouze-and-bit — show a leg," — " out 
or down," with other * terms of manage,' resounded along 
the births as the enemy of Somnus cut short the dreams 
of his companions in arms, some of whom were disport- 
ing themselves in green fields and shadowy woods, or 
perambulating the populous streets of Portsmouth or the 
metropolis ; while others were, by the aid of delusive 
fancy, seated beside Nell, or Poll, or Nance, with a ^ stifl' 

* Doubtless some few matter-of-fact firit lieatenanta will quarrel with 
us for mtkios this a sabject of banter. 
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glass of grog' before them, in a snug room at the ' back 
of the Point,' or merrily footing ' Delcaro's,' or the 
* College hornpipe,' to the ' enlivening tones of the viol.' 
All these spells were dissolved in a second, while many a 
growl and muttered imprecation were levelled against the 
consecrated hnad of the boatswain for his unwelcome in- 
trusion. Resistance, however, was never thought of; and, 
in obedience to the summons, the seamim thrust a leg 
from their hammocks, whoiic manly mould might have 
shamed the best muscular specimens of the school of 
Phidias, or jumped clean out of their pendant dormitories, 
and commenced ' rigginir.' Hud the captain and crew 
been all disciples of Mahomuiod, they could not have 
set apart for washing an hour in the twenty- four more con- 
sonant to the principles of the mos(jue. 

The sun hail just risen, as if in time to witness, the 
pious ablutions the decks were abrmt to underg^o. Thej 
were now welted, and sprinkled with a light layer of 
sand all over. He:jvy pieces of Portland stone, witk 
ropes attacbed to tb(-ir ends, were haub'd to and fro over 
the wet sand by a detached crew of fourteen men, sevcH 
aside, while two or ilMroc little barefooted middys, with 
their trowsers lucked up to their knees, were seen pad- 
dling about, ^superintending the holy-haul of the squads 
engaged on thi? duty. Here and there a topman, and 
sometimes a * Roy d' in scarlet, were ob-jerved, bible iq 
Land, on their knetj;*, wfwhing out the Sfntjire^a stains, and 
as it were, cleansinij the ways of the wicked. The discor- 
dant noises created by those great blocks, some of which 
weighed nearly -i hundred w<iirht, as they ground doivs 
the solid oak of t!ie derks, now grated hjirshly over its 
large nails, or ooC'i-sioually jolted against a ring-bolt with 
a report which fadt»d not to draw down on the ofifenderi 
the shrill malediction of some little myrmidon in office, 
were, to.thc nicely attuned tibres of the first lieutenant's 
oar, sounds sweet nn the fabled music of the spheres. 

As soon as the fervency of this operation had subsided, 
and the rincing and swabbing of the derks of the vessel 
bad been completed large pieces of canvass were 
spread and carpeted all over her planks, lest any unhal- 
towed tread should leave the slightest soil behind. 
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The fails had been furlerl afresh, and the yards, from 
the highest to the lowest, were squared, and re-squared 
s^in and again : nor conld the most fastidioos or accurate 
eye haye detected any want of precision in their paral- 
Mism — circumstances attributable to the superior tact of 
the boatswain of the Spitfire, who was not only ** tear- 
ranttd'* aoand, but free from the vice of obliquity of 
vieto«tf 

The ship was now ready for the nicest inspection ; 
and, as it happened to be Thursday (h d<ay which, when- 
ever the duty permitted, Staunch allowed to be kept bs 
a holy-day*), the crew were attired in their Sunday, or 
best mastering snit. 
■ The signal man on the look out had previously re- 
ceived hii instructions from Burton,*and now reported,'' u 
move was making ashore." How he obtained this infor- 
mmtion it was not difficult to divine, for it had been a rule 
long established by Crank, and implicitly observed by 
TiUer, that if he only leA home for an hour, his colour? 
should be struck till his return. 

Dinner had hardly been piped, ere Crank, to save hi>< 
tide'(and not his pea-soup, as the puriter had cynically 
hinted), #as seen with his party, accompanied by Burton, 
shoving off from the shore in his long five-oared yawl : 
proadef his ancient honours, when coxswain to the cap- 
• tain of n line-of-battle-ship. Tiller acted the part of 
steersman on the occasion. At first, the tar, making the 
most of his one eye, was observed in his little box abaft, 
lowly seated and nearly bent double ; but on his draw- 
ing withm discipline range ofthe *man-o'war's buoy,' he 
changed his cowering posture for an erect altitude, as i4 
to apprise the ship's crew of the respect due to hts ho- 
ooared master and the freight he had under his charge.— 
With his left hand to his hat, and his right on the helm, 
Tiller stood (to use a simile of StowePs, the maser, as 
he viewed him with wa^ish delight from the deck,} *' a." 
stiff in the step as a well stnyed stick." 

* In wall dUoipliDed ihips of war, mznj officers devote a certain day ir< 
the week, parpotety, that the crew < may overhaul their bags,' and repau 
their ekithes. 

Vol. I. —9 
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A buMle, if sach it could be c&lkd, was now obseryed 
on the Spitfire's deck. 

^* Forecastle there !" cried Hasty, addressing the boatp 
swain — '< mind," added he, with a narked eoBphaflis, 
'' you keep the head clear, when the ladies are comiog 
alongside." 

The loud earnestness of this caution, did not finl to 
awaken the curiosity of Emily, who addressed herself 
to her uncle for its explanation : Crank* who was ob- 
served stifling a laugh as the myotic oieaning of this mo- 
nition, which it was never intended should h>we reached 
the tiotinnahulum of a female ear, was anticiip»ted in his 
explanation by fiurton, who promptly assured her that 
it was all meant as a compliment to the fiur sex, with 
a view to caution the men on the forecastle to have 
their wits about them when the ladies arrived alongside. 

Old Tiller, who was not so ea.4ily CHJoled, and relished 
a joke in his heart, could stiind it no longer — sokitighed 
outright, but as suddenly checked himself on seeing Bar- 
ton frown. 

Emily looked incredulously in her uncle's face*-< 

Mrs. Crank took the explanation like a shdreuii wo-> 
man, exclaiming — " Dear me I how vjery considerate*" 

Crank merely hemmed. 

The chair destined to transport the ladies alofl, had 
been already slung in red ropes, and, decorated with tas- 
sels a la Prusse and 'Turks' heads,' in compliment to 
the fair, was now ' brou|ii;ht to the gangway,' though not 
' seized up.' Flags of all colours and nations were placed 
in it to enshrine the fair form of I'imily, and coneealthe 
waning charmsi of her mother, in order to plump the 
gangway, the main-yard had been braced a little forward, 
a precaution necessary to allow the ' whip^ to hang over 
the heads of the ladies, as they now arrived alongside. 

After no little fuss, and becoming share of feminine 
terrors had been displayed on the occasion, which the gal- 
lant lieutenant had great difficulty in allaying, Emily at 
length, yielding to the entreaties of her mother, (whose 
right of precedency was only relinquished from feelings of 
fear,) contentedly resigned her pretty person to her ad- 
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mirer, and subnitted to the operation of being, as sailors 
espre» it, ^ slung for shipping.' 

Burton, who was as busy as a bee, sipping sweets from 
the flower, appeared to indulge in a little unnecessary 
delajy wbile enfolding Emily as if she had been added to 
the constellations, among the stnrs of an American ensign, 
and confining her little feet in the bushing buntin. This 
was not unnoticed by iJranic, who, pushing the lieutenant 
playfully aside, remarked with a laugh that — *^ young men 
were, now-a-days, like lapdogs, once down at the feet of 
alady^ and there was no getting them up." 

Perceiving Emily all prepared for her aerial ascent, he 
addressed himself to Hasty, who was then looking over the 
side— ** Come, Si;-," said he, " off she-goes." 

At the word, the rope, from which the chair containing 
the now agitated girl had been suspended, was carried with 
a smooth and rapid motion aloft, through the block on the 
yard overhead, and, as if by a species of legerdemain^ the 
fiiir Emily was suddenly ^ whipped' away from her petri- 
fied parent, (who was observed declining her head on the 
sympathizing bosom of the doctor,) and as suddenly trans- 
ported to the giddy regions above, motionless with terror. 
After soaring stationary like a hawk on the wing for a few 
seconds, she was lowered easily on deck, and released from 
ber confinement, by Staunch, who welcomed her ««ilh all 
the easy politeness and affability peculiar to a well bred 
gentleman. 

No sooner had the chair been lighted of its fair load, 
than it was again lowered over the side to receive if not 
80 heavenly a freight, indisputably a more pious piece of 
goods. Indeed the matron was sticking, like one of his 
own leeehra, to Senna, who already felt a distaste to this 
party of pleasure ; and Mrs. Crank, though her tongue 
had long been accustomed to run on familiarly upon the 
necessity of turning her thoughts to things above, could 
not be induced to raise her eyes aloft. Neither the argu- 
ments of Senna, founded on the safety of her daughter's 
flight on board, nor the assurances of Burton, could 
remove fhim her mind, the apprehension that the rope 
. would break.-— Indeed, she argued the point so consist- 
eotly, thst she very unguardedly, considering the doctor 
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was the party addressed, appealed more than once to their 
disparity, in point of weight and size, to justify her suspi- 
cions she should not bo as fortunate as Emily in her ascent 

'''- Brother ! brother !" she reproachfully exclaimed, as 
Senna handed her to the ' whip' — " How cruel of you to 
bring me to this T' 

" Bring you to what?'^ cried Crank, petulantly, impa- 
tient at this needless alarm. — ^^ Hang it, you make as much 
fuss about the matter, as if they were going to clap, the 
rope round your neck, and run you up to the yard-arm T' 

This broadside had the desired effect — Senna was silent ; 
and the fair sufferer reluctantly consigning, like other crimi- 
nals, her body to the surgeon, she, as Uiough it were her 
last dying request, implored Burton ^ to go quiet with the 
rope.' 

'J'he same signal was repeated. 

•' Oft' she goes," reiterated the delighted Crank. 

'' Away with her now," bellowed the boatswain, •'* hand- 
somely a bit — what are you side-boys about, that you don't 
bear off the chdins ! — There you are — whip away now.' 

This incongruous collision of professional terms, so 
capable of misapplication, as to their actual meaning, was 
likely enough to bewilder the fancy of a woman, from 
previous circumstances already excited. The hoarse 
bawling of the boatswain ; the strange misapplication of 
the term, ^< handsomely," to her unhandsome treatment, 
in being hoisted on board like a wool- pack ; her terror at 
finding herself at the mercy of boys ; animals, in her opin- 
ion, as mischievous as inonkeys, all conspired to make her 
unconscious of what she was to do or suffer. The allusion, 
however, to chains, was not lost on her, but produced a 
singular association in her mind, for when landed on deck, 
it was perceived she had, ludicrously enough, still got hold 
of the only one within her reach, — a small Maltese, gold 
neck'Chain, to which her " quizzing-glass" was appended. 

The little party had scarcely been introduced by Burton 
to his captain, and walked three paces towards the 
^^ companion" or stair leading to the cabin, ere an excla- 
mation burst from Emily's lips, similar to that which never 
fails to fall from every female, on viewing, for the first 
time, the brilliant wtxitenesa of a man-of-war's deck;—*- 
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heightened by contrast with the parallel black Hnes inter- 
secting its ample breadth, with a regularity whose pleasing 
effect on the eye, was not exceeded by the most tasteful 
chalkings of a modern ball-room floor. 

^^ What a charming place for a dance !'* said she, point- 
ing her toe, and stepping more firmly on the advanced 
foot, as if to try the elasticity of the planks. 

^* Perhaps,'* said Staunch, "* as you appear an amateur, 
we may be able, ere leaving the port, to make up a small 
party on board in our plain way : and you. Madam,'* added 
be, turning to Mrs. Crank, ^' will, I hope, condescend to 
favour us with your presence, as lady patroness.'* 

The courteous manner of Staunch's invitation threw 
the matron oflf her i^uard, and she already appeared, by a 
slight inclination of her head, to acquiesce, in the nomina- 
tion, despite of her principles. 

Emily frankly confessed, she should be quite «lclighted 
to ^ dance with Ariel on the waves,' adding, ^^ it would be 
touid/aii^n agreeable novelty." 

The captain had now taken her unresisting hand, and 
presumed to express a hope, that his lameness would not 
deprive him of the honour of opening the ball with her. 

Influenced, perhaps, by the barometer of Burton's coun- 
tenance, which, she perceived, fell suddenly at this propo- 
rtion, she hesitatingly observed ; that ^^ it would be rather 
premature to form any positive engagement, on the bare 
possibility of such an occurrence." 

The captain, piqued by this observation, pledged him- 
self to remove the force of that objection, by fixing a day 
before they lefl the ship. 

The company descended, by Staunch's invitation, te 
partake of some refreshments prepared in his cabin. 
Crank, whose eye wandered inquisitively about him in all 
directions, mutely accepted the civilities of his affable 
host ; but Emily appeared delighted with the novelty of 
tfae teene, and every thing on board ; nor did she seem 
altogether insensible to Staunch's frank and fascinating 
manners. Her admiration of his captain, was quickly 
perceived by Barton. The influence of the < green-eyed 
momtter' inid already darkened his brow, and dimmed the 
brilliancy of his eye. He was, for some time, reserved 
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and silent. The ardour which char«ictcrized his attentions^ 
perceptibly abated ; and had not it been for a kind and 
ro- assuring glance from the object of his devotion, it 
might have fallen to our lot, as the chroniclers of these 
events, to record his baring, during the night, slipped 
slily over the side in a fit of despair ; and being repofted 
among the missing at muster. 

The repast being ended, Crank now appearing impatient 
to pursue his inspection of the ship, the party again re- 
assembled oh deck. As Staunch had not as yet suffi- 
ciently recovered from his lameness, to accompany Crank 
in his critical tour, Hasty supplied the place of his captain ; 
wiiiie Burton and Emily kept in the back-ground, in the 
rear of Senna and her mother. 

In his present mood, it may be presumed, that very 
little was necessary to occasion an explosion of the vete- 
ran's critical bile. The ^ sights* on the guns, first attract- 
ing his notice, he inquired of Hasty, ^^ What these gim- 
cracks meant." The lieutenant informed him, "that 
they were termed sights, and used for the purpose of ena- 
bling the men to take aim with nicer precision." 

" Sights, indeed !" cried Crank ; " / never saw suck 
sights ! Well, it may be an improvement to be sure — 
fighting at long balls with mounted telescopes. I know, 
in my time, we were above such cold-blooded, cowardly 
butchery. No ! No ! Sir ; d — n all such stand-oflf work 
— come, muzzle to muzzle — that 's my maxim ; follow up 
that sort 6* fun^ and you '11 soon riddle your opponent." 

*•' That 's a' vera weel. Sir," said Stowel, in a broad 
Newcastle accent, as he had just fallen into the veteran's 
train ; " but what er you to do," asked the master, ^' if 
your opponent won't let you approach him ? Suppose 
he sails better than you, and ha' got the weather gage o' 
you ? and, moreover, prefers long bolls to close quarters 
-—what er you to do then— eh ?" 

" I say. Mister Burton," cried Crank, in an under tone, 
and casting his eye contemptuously towards the speaker^ 
" who may that gentleman be ? If he be the master^ the 
discipline 's damnably altered since my day." 

<^ Perhaps th' alteration is a' the beeter for the sarvice^'^ 
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said the master, in a surly and sarcastic tone, which failed 
not to reach its intended object. 

In his progress forward, Crank suddenly stopped to 
examine a novel apparatus, which had been recently 
affixed to the breech of one of the bow-chasers.* 

*'*' What have we here V* said he, pointing to an arched 
index, which gave the angular elevation or depression of 
the gun. 

" That, Sir," said Hasty, " we term a quadrant." 

^^ A quadrant! — a quadrant I'* reiterated the veteran, 
with a hoarse laugh — ^^^ I say, Emily, my dt^ar," drawing 
his niece, from metal more attractive, to inspect cold iron 
— ** I say, you've oflen heard me talk o^ shooting the sun, 
hav'n't you ? Well, see here,** added he, placing himself 
in a ludicrous position, as he looked along the sight of 
the gun, '^ this is the way we do it now. Had you tlierc, 
eb, Burton ?— ha !— ha !— ha I" 

Burton, who had been, hitherto, too warmly assailed by 
the artillery of the eyes, to be interested in any scientiAc 
discussion on the sights of cannon, drily exclaimed — 

^^ Ah, Sir, this is but one of the many provident con- 
trivances, lately invented, for rapidly replenishing the 
population of the other world. ^' 

^^ How do you mean. Sir ?" sharply interrogated Crank. 

'^ Why, Sir, to provide against the consequences of a 
too superabundant population, and co-operate in the be- 
nevolent projects of the Malthusian philosophy." 

^' Maihusalem ? Damn it, man, he never was at sea 
— was he, sister ? — }'ou know best. If you go so far 
back. Burton, for a wrinkle, why not try old iVooA on a 
wind ? he was something of a tar, in his time — though 1 
believe too, he never saw a shot fired in anger in his life. 
£h, Mr. Senna ?" 

^^ Just so,-' briefly replied the compounder of drugs. 

^* But I see how it is," resumed the veteran, ^^ I suppose, 
by-and-by, to cope with the Yankee cannibals, who, they 
tell me, have invented an engine for throwing scalding 
water on the decks of their victims, and boiling them 

« TIm naf pUetd mott foirward, tnd thoie employed in a item cbue ; 
«t lAMa &• fngitivf ii dicceUy a-hMd. 
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alive ; we must help the vultures out with a vollej of hot 
parsley- and -butter tu make them relish their carrion.*' 

The only reply to this partly angry, partly comic efTusion, 
elicited from Burton, consisted in an unfinished quota* 
lion — 

"When Greek meeti Greek " 

^^ Greek, Sir," said Crank, interrupting the lieutenant 
in his quotation, '^ the whole business is Hebrew to tne. 
Come," continued he, addressinjtr Hasty, and turning away 
from the guns, " let 's now look aloft." 

Though as yet a silent looker-on in the rear. Tiller 
fully participated in the spirit of his master's remark. It 
was comf)letely tel maitre tel valet. Each thing derided 
by Crank, was held in contempt by Thomas ; who silently 
manifested his disapprobation of every novelty or invention 
by a scornful curl of the upper lip, accompanied by a dis- 
senting shake of the bend, as he squirted out^ to the great 
annoyance of Hasty, his tobacco-juice on the snow^- white 
deck. 

Missing, in his minute examination of the rigging aloft, 
those small lines which were formerly used for keeping 
the foot of the topsails clear of the top-rim. Crank, 
nudging Burton, pointed to his sister, and whispered — 

^^ 1 say, it wouifl bo well if some here could remove the 
* crowds feeV from the corner of their top-lights, as easily 
as Captain Staunrh has taken ku from his top- rims." 

After again looking in the same direction aloft, he 
dropped his glass from his eye, and, in his surprise, caught 
suddenly his sister's arm. By the grasp (perfectly unin- 
tentional) of the old gentleman, her attention was arrested, 
by that which was professionally meant only for the ear 
of the lieutenant, while he muttered in a tone of horror — 

^^ See here ! they '11 strip her next ! you scarcely treat 
that craft with common decency. What 's become of the 
mtcc on her stays ?" 

The singular associations awakened in her mind by this 
extraordinary allusion to animals, which were always ob- 
jects of terror to her, excited afresh the nervous appreiieii- 
sions of his sister. Aware, previoosly, of thosteprftcttcad 
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jokes, which Crank used humorously to assure Iier, were 
practised on the persons of the fair wlio ventured afloat, the 
intimation of mice on her stays, alarmed her bt^yond mea- 
sure. In fact, no announcement of the most serious 
danger could have given her feelings a greater siiock. She 
screamed aloud, jumped up and down in a perpendicular di- 
rection, all the while vehemently shaking her clothes, in the 
full persuasion that some mischievous urchin had had the 
rudeness to practise on her fears, and to thrust mice down 
her back between her gown and stays. It was with some 
difficulty, and not until she had afforded much amusement 
to the sailors, who are amateurs of ever}' species of danc- 
ing, however singular, that she could be so far calmed, as 
to comprehend that the allusion was not meant to the ob- 
noxious animals named, but to certain knots, worked on 
the collar of the lower and top-mast- stays. 

Like many individuals, who torture their frien^^s into an 
admiration of the domestic comforts they possess, as they 
drag the reluctant visiters through every corn'T of their 
ill-assorted houses ; so, Hasty, iina,7ining his were as 
miieh interested in his hobby as himself, proposed that the 
party should inspect minutely every crevice of the regions 
below. 

To afford a full view of the ^ 'twecn-decks,* the tars 
were turned up, and though the lower derk was lighted 
expressly for the occasion, with candles, placed before 
burnished tin reflectors, still the vision could scarcelv be 
said to be assisted in so sudden a transition from the broad 
glare of the sun, to the illuminated gloom beneath, crossed 
here and there by these concentrated rays of light. 

Already Crank and Hasty had descendod to the lower- 
decky by the fore hatchway ladder ; when blmily, at the 
expense of exhibiting to her devoted conductor a well- 
turned ancle, followed her mother and Senna in succession. 

*' How delightful !" exclaimed the veteran's niece, af- 
fecting admiration at the dazzling glare of the reflections 
belovr, which from the ^^ darkness visible^' around, might 
not have been inaptly compared to plating on a coffin. 

^^Oh, delightful indeed!" re-echoed Mrs. Crank, with 
a chuckle, and an elevation of her head which brought 
her occiput into awkward collision with the beams above. 
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'^ What a shockingly law ceiling 1'' exclaimed the injured 
fair one, in an altered tone — ^^ i wonder how they brestlie 
here I" 

Determined as Emily was to achieve the heroine^ botli 
she and her mother seemed to tread this deck as if instiDC- 
tively apprehensive that each foot would rouse the slum- 
bering anger of a venomous reptile. Nor were the ladies 
alone taken aback. Had the quiet spirit of Benbow been 
ilisonthralied from the dominion of Pluto, and suffered tore- 
visit the well economized and orderly haunts of the fipi{^Sre*i 
crew, his surprise would not have been greater than that 
which Crunk testified, when his optic nerve was assailed by 
a coup d^cRil^ so unusual and appalling. Indeed, such was 
the effer^t the illumination had upon his heated imagina- 
tion, that he was at first tempted to cry out, fire^ or as- 
sume the command, and order tlie ^ firemen' below to put 
it out. The dignity of the veteran, however, quickly re- 
asserted itself, and he endeavoured to account for the 
involuntary surprise which had been excited, by exclaim- 
ing with a sneer — 

^^ Hey-day. Mister First Lieutenant — things are come 
to a pretty pass in the service when Jadk's birth is lit up 
like a ball-room. In my time a fellow was d d glad 
to find the way to his mouth by the glimmer of a rope-yam 
greased in pork slush." 

Then stifling an oath, which he felt would be thrown 
away in a cuse so hopeless ; and moderating, as he 
thought, the expression of his feelings within the line of 
digniBed rebuke, \\e despondingly ejaculated— 

*^ Well, well — it 's no matter — I see how it is — the ser- 
vice is going headlong to the devil!" 

The only individuil among the seamen, who, during 
this inspection, had been permitted to remain on (he 
'twcendeck!^. was an elderly quarter-master, whose devo- 
tion to his studies, procure-i him this exclusive privilege. 
Though becoming a student late in life, he had discovered 
an extraordinary aptitude for the acquirement of lan- 
guages orally ; or, in other words, he could patter Dutch, 
Spanish, and Portuguese, with a fluency which made him 
pass on board for a perfect linguist. His prejudices against 
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the nation bad stood in the way of his acquirinfr the 
Fceneh laogua^ ; until a consciousness of its utility was 
awaJcened by frequent intercourse with the natives of the 
Islands of < HeuatV and ^ Medic^ in the Hay of Biscay, 
vhere our cruisers on that station, were in the hahit of 
repairing to complete their water : and by tlie Heulenant*:? 
advice, he had, in an evil hour, determined to acquire tlto 
language gramatically. 

^ What are your studies, my man ?" asked Crank, nt 
he approached the linguist, who was sitting 8oli(ariiy in 
his birth, as if plotting mischief or wooing tlie muses. 
^^ Yon seem rather busily occupied ?'^ 

^'Busy, Sir!" said the bald-headed tar, risintr from his 
seal, and removing the quid, on which he ruminated, from 
his mouth ; — ^^ 1 've been as busy as a bee in a tar-buckct 
the moat o' the morn, trying to take the thoro-fiuts out ot 
these here thundering French pronouns — hut 1 behevc 1 
must give it up for a bad job ; unless Mister Burton there, 
will lend me a fist to clear the kile/' 

Here Burton acquainted the veteran that his venerable 
praUgie (for he was quarter-master of his watcli) had, by 
his knowledge of their language, already succeeded in fa- 
cilitating the capture of some Dutch and Spanish vessels. 
His: zeal for the service had inspired him with a desire to 
qualify as decoy on the French coast ; and added, that his 
want of acquaintance with the language, wtts the only im- 
pediment which stood in its way ; as he was an abs^oluto 
Froieus in adopting the disguise, (as far as respected cx- 
lemalsy) of every sea-faring nation, whether friend or foe. 

Despite of Crank's cynical remarks, the births or mess- 
places, were really tastefully fitted up. Their tables were 
scoured perfectly white, and on the top of each stood a 
grog-kid, or small tub, with its handle and hoops brightly 
bnmished. 

*' For what purpose are these ?" asked Emily, pointing 
to tiie tubs. 

" Those, my dear ? — those are milk-pails," drily answer- 
fid Crank — " For, I suppose," continued he, turning to 
Horton, " Jack now takes cream with his tea" — a sally 
wliicb convulsed poor Tiller with a loud roar of laughter, 
and drenched his only eye with a salt effusion of delight. 
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Proceeding^ aft to the marinds'. births, the Jadies' senii^ 
bilitiea were doomed again to be shocked, by the load and 
petulant inquiry of the veteran on perceiving a line of huge 
boxes, drawn up on either side of the mess-tables. 

^^ Holloa ! — holloa ! — What have we here ? — Are these 
arm chests ?" 

^ ^^ No," replied Hasty, with a smile ; ^' these are the 
midshipmen's chests." 

^^ Midshipmen^s chests ? — midshipmen's fiddlesticks,*^ 
cried Crank, his eyes flashing with indignation. ^' Why,. 
damn it, Sir, each is .as big as a jolly-boat — I know when 
/ was a y«ung gerUlemmiy 1 thought myself in high luck to 
get hold of a purser's candle- box to pack up my traps. 
But I see how it is," said he, shaking his head, and leay-^ 
ing his usual doleful prediction unfinished. 

Contrasted with the dark, dirty holes, enclosed with 
greasy banging screens, in which young gentlemen of 
Crank's day were doomed to domicile ; the ^ midshipman's 
birth' of the Spitfire, presented an orderly and cleanly ap-' 
pcarance. A rich mounted glass lamp, suspended from 
the beams, gave light to the cabin. The panels of the 
bulkheads were tastefully ornamented with stars, com- 
posed of dirks, swords crossed, and other weapons of war. 
No doctor's ' medicine chest,' covered with a dirty ham* 
Kiock, or piece of greasy canvass, was suflered to usurp 
tlie name or ofiices of a mess-table. Here,, to Crank's 
surprise, were seen no broken tea-cups strewed about ; 
no cracked mustard-pots, black Jacks, or battered tin 
tureens ; which last in his day, encumbered the table at all 
hours, and served, as occasion required, the double purpose 
of containing grog or ^serving out soup.' All appeared 
clean, and arranged with a due regard to neatness and 
comfort. A good oak table, covered with a green cloth. 
occupied the centre of the birth, on which lay a few well 
bound books, whose titles reflected credit on the selectors. 

Having now completed their Inspection, the party ap- . 
peared on deck, preparatory to leaving tlie ship. Pending 
the operation of ^ hauling up,* and ^ manning* the veteran** 
boat, Crank had drawn the captain aside to the taffrail, 
where he detained and held liim firmly with his leA arm ; 
while, from the vehemence of his manner and the sway of 
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Ilis right, which resembled that of a boatswain's mate in 
the act o /flogging an offender, it struck Burton, that the 
old gentleman was occupied in tlie very difficult task of 
convincing this stubborn apostle of the new school, that 
hia sf^tBm was erroneous ; his regulations imperfect ; and 
his notions of discipline far too lenient for the service. — 
The blood at length rose in the old gentleman's face ; his 
eyes shot iire ; with his right hand raised alofl in air, and 
standing on tiptoe, through intense energy, he appeared to 
be concluding his arguments, as clearly as action could 
convey his sentiments, (for no sound reached Burton's 
ear ;) with an assurance, that nothing short of giving half 
the crew *• three dozen' a piece, every morning before 
breakfast, deserve it or not, could ensure good discipline 
on board a king's ship, or render his authority respected. 
The good humoured commander, now released from his 
grasp, laughed heartily, while he shook Crank very cor' 
dially by the hand, as if to atone for his obstinacy in error ; 
and the old gentleman hurried to rejoin his party (who 
were by this time aU embarked), and departed in a stato 
of excitement impossible to be conceived. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

FATAL FESTIVITIES. 

The fvorld is faU of itrange yicissitades, 
And here was one exceedingly unpleasant. 

Btrok. 

Tn the evening of the subsequent day the repose of the 
cottage was invaded by the appearance of an unexpected 
' guest. Whether it was to be attributed to the increased 
attention paid by the surgeon of the ship to his patient, at 
his earnest request ; and the more frequent application of 
a potent embrocation ; or to causes purely natural and un- 
connected with medical skill, certain it is that Captain 
Staunch had so rapidly, since Emily's visit afloat^ recoverecY 
Vol. L— JO 
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from the effects of his late accident, that he was cna&Ielf 
after cautiously abstaining from any unnecessary exerciae 
of the limb for near thirty hours, to draw his Spanish 
leather boots once more on both legs, and direct the gig 
to be manned to put him on shore, for the first time since 
his arrival in harbour. A very short time elapsed before 
be presented himself to the family at Camperdown Cottage, 
where he was received with unaffected cordiality by Crank, 
who, in the true spirit of old fashioned, or what the kami 
ton would call plebeian hospitality, produced his best bottle 
as atproof of the sincerity of his welcome. 

It must not be presumed this was a visit of mere cere* 
mony. Already preparations had been commenced bj 
Captain Staunch to fulfil his pledge to Emily, as to the 
marine ball ; and before a second glass had been des- 
patched, the captain made a tender of his credentials to 
the ladies in the form of cards of invitation to each» to- 
gether with a number of others in blank ; which he re- 
quested they would fill up with the names of such friends 
as they would have invited, had the merry meeting been 
at their own house. By a singular coincidence, which 
did not escape the notice of Emily, the disproportion be- 
tween the number of cards requesting the honour of her 
company, and those soliciting the honour of /its company, 
were pretty nearly, as Mrs. Crank ^ blueishly* observed, 
in the ratio of the greater number of females born to 
that of males, according to the opinion prevalent among 
modern philosophers. 

The captain apologized for the disparity, on the plea 
that all his officers and young gentlemen would, but for 
this precaution, be perhaps condemned to the fate of 
Tantalus, should the ladies by accident prefer their own 
neighbours as partners. 

Emily presumed to hint, that as the ladies of her ac- 
quaintance were, for rural nymphs, sufficient judges of 
etiquette to know that such a neglect would appes^r both 
ungracious and ungrateful, there was every probability 
that his suspicions were unfounded. 

While the captain endeavoured to interest the ladies 
in the fate of his young friends on board, so that they, 
might not be disappointed of partners, Crank seemed 



TATAL F£STiyiTUS. Ill 

lost in thought ; but, ia a minute after, brightened up, 
and roared aloud with delight— 

** Let me »lone-~I have it— «I ha?e it — no danger, but 
the craft shall be mannM," 

<* Mann'd !" said- Emilj, '* the difficulty seems to be 
quite the other way, uncle.'* 

** Difficulty, my dear,*' said he, " none in the world. 
— Mann'd she dhall be — for sooner than there should be 
a wao^ of hands, I Ml make one of the gang to boani 
Miss Monitor's seminary, and press all the able-bodied 
school-girls into the service." 

At this unexpected sally on the part of the veteran, 
who had never previously been suspected of any daring 
acts of gallantry, except in the face of the enemy, the 
whole party joined in laughter. 

Emily assured her uncle, that she would use all her 
influence with her friends to prevent the necessity of 
proceeding to such aliirminjz extremities ; while the cap- 
tain was too strict a disciplinarian not to remind the old 
gentleman that an Admiralty warrant, backed by the 
mayor of the port, would be necessary to authorize so 
hot a press on that station. 

The time was agreeably spent in badinage of this sort, 
until tea was announced. The matron's manner towards 
Staunch during the evening, sufficiently proved that it 
was only necessary he should oftener avail himself of 
the hospitality of Camperdown Cottage to*establish him- 
self, with at least one individual of the family, a decided 
favourite. Emily displayed her obedience to her mo- 
ther's commands, and the captain's wishes, by perform- 
ing a concerto on the piano, with so much spirit and exe- 
cution, that while he complimented her on her acquire- 
ment, he could not refrain from expressing his surprise 
that his lieutenant had never apprized him of her mu- 
sical talents. Any old woman could have explained the 
reason of Burton's silence. But his captain was, in the 
best acceptation of the term, a real sailor, and not formed 
of that stuff which gratuitously engenders suspicion. 

After once more recommending the case of his officers 
to Emily's and her mother's commiseration, to avoid the 
dread alternative proposed by her uncle, but which^ be 
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observed, could nott with classical propriety, occur on 
board aoy ship in the service except the Sabine ; be left 
the commodore, who was too proud to ask an explana- 
tion of a junior, deeply perplexed in attempting to solve 
this mysterious hint, as to the guilty history of a crack 
ship in his majesty's service. 

' The early village cock had twice done salutation to 
the morn,' which was to consommate the fond anticipa- 
tions of amusement already, formed by the fashionables 
at Dartmouth^ when the old captain's bell rang a corres- 
pondioff alarm on the drowsy ear of his poor factotum. 
Tiller was as busy as an unconscious being could be, in 
recruiting nature, and repairing the consequences of last 
night's indulgence in good cheer, by a long nap ; and if 
it be fair to argue from his total indifferencie to his own 
loud snoring, would have continued whelmed in deep and 
drowsy sleep, if even summoned by the boatswain's shriU 
whistle, or the yet louder alarm of a thirty-two pound 
carronade tired on the same deck : had he not been 
roused to duty by the insinuation of the elbow of his old 
rib among those of his left side. In evident ill-humourj, 
he growled out — 

'^ Avast there, Misses — what's in the wind now, BeC?" 

Being made acquainted with the fact that his master's 
bell had twice rung, he rose slowly, rubbed the rheum 
out of his solitary eye, and huddling on some of his 
clothes, repaired to his roaster's bed-side. 

" This is — sad — sad work — Thomas !" said the vete- 
ran, pumping out his words under a paroxysm of pain, 
as Tiller approached the clews of his cot — for Cfrank 
would have conttidered it an indignity to have been stowed 
away In a lubberly four-post bed. "I'm sadly — sadly 
afraid — oh! — bless me! What a twitch that was — "*' 
groaned the old gentleman — ** I believe I did— -did take 
a little too much — " exercise, he would have said, but 
his words were cut short by a groan \ and Tiller was. 
allowed the privilege of mentally concluding it, as he 
thought most consonant to truth ; muttering, in an under 
tone, aside — 

^^ I know if you didn't, somebody else did." 
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^^ Ko, no, Thomas," continaed the afflicted patient, — 
'^* Vm not quite in trim — in trim for this trip afloat — I fear 
— fear they '11 have a wet day of it." 

*' I don't know. Sir — ^it 's dry enough now — though, J 
believe, some on 'em bad a precious wet night of it." 

" Well, so I thought, for I can't tell how else to ac- 
count ibr this infernal attack — curse it, I don't know — 
vrhich aches most — my head or my feet. I suppose, 
Thomas, the glass is rather — rather low this morning T' 

** Low, Sir!" said Tiller, shaking his head, perfectly 
. unconscioQs that Crank was alluding to the state of the 
barometer, which had been lately presented to his mas- 
ter by Burton — *' I know it 's lover nor it ought to be — I 
doesn't like nerer to lay it to no one — ^^kase I never 
seed the old woman the worse for licker in my life — 
but '* 

" But what ? — Where the devil are you flying to 
Aowt" interrupted the invalid — ** why, man, it 's the 
vealAsr-glass I mean." 

*' Oh! I axes your pardon. Sir ; I thought 'twas con> 
gaming the bottle o' rum that was missing last night at 
supper." 

" D n the mm — I want to know how the weather 
is. Is the wind in a dry quarter ?" 

*• Wind ? — ble^s your heart, Sir, there 's not a breath — 
it 'a Qp-and-down, like a dog's fore-leg." 

« Well, but how does the day look ?" 

** Lord, Sir — it 's just like a morn up the Straits — the 
dew on the grass glitters, for all the world, like the gold 
lace on your honour's roast-beef coat." 

** Ah, Thomas !" said Crank, heaving a heavy sigh, 
'* that's always the way with me — when there 's any thing 
pleasant going on, I 'm always in for it. D ■ ■ n it, on 
the 12th of April,* I was the first fellow to get this in- 
fernal gash in the cheek. But never mind, Thomas — 
we must take things as they are. If it comes to the 
worst — yon shall take — take charge of the women 
afloat ;" for Crank disdained the idea of allowing any 
other boat than his own to convey his family on board. 

* Rodney's action. 

10* 



"But miai]," continued he, "dou't— doo't le( 
tiller out o' yaav hiinil — dangerous to Irust it to 
iTomau, in a tide's-vFay: — Rnd, obaerTc — be piirliculr 
nad point onl every thing afloat, they don't underttBi 
— juflt in the eame way [ would myself.'' 

" No fear. Sir, — 1 '11 make it as pleasant to the ladii 
ii9 if you were there yourself. But, I hope. Sir, yoa 
be nootber man after breakfast." 

" No, no, Thomas : I sadly fear I 'm in for u weel 
spdl of it — however — give me my traps, and help i 
to rig — 1 'II make for the sitling-room, before I get ivoi 
— for if I must be on my beam-ends — I may at well I 
hove down in one place as another." 

Tiller had nlreattj asiieled his crippled master to 1 
u3Dal station at his favourite window, nhich might 
very properly called his observatory, where he receivi 
copious direclions from Crank, '' to have the yawl 
crack order ; the cushions of the seats, beat and brm 
ed, and the crew cleanly shaved and rigged, reudy 
muster by seven hells; as he intended to overhaul 
hands, men anil women, before they embarked. " 

Meanwhile, preparations hud been making on boa 
for "rigging out ihe ball-room," Ere dawn of A 
parties were despatched on «hore to procure laurels i 
evergreens of every description; and despite of eti 
injunctions to the contrary, m,tny depredations wei 
committed hy these mnrine marauders, among the neig 
bouring shrubberies. 

The decks ntideriveni hd extraordinary cleaning » 
grinding, and even wiiler had been healed in the ctpft 
for the occasion, The capstan, like other usplust |o( 
was "unshippeJ," turned off the quarterdeck, lu 
placed before the ma.'t. Every officer in the ship w 
busy; and, indeed, far too busy, for llnety's peace 
mind, in directing the decorations and deviling euiUt 
emhiems, (o be chalked upon the deck — nor was t| 
subject unattended with di,<pute. The m:i$ter propoai 
a dragon, spilling tire through a speaking trumpet, 
emblematic of the ship'^ name. Masly thought it u pi 
rateer-like idea, and that on board a king's ship, rothii 
could look possibly beller than the Crown and Anchi 
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The parser agreed (ae he always did, right or wrong) 
with the first lieuteDant, aod thanked his stars ^* 't was a 
day-liebt dance ; addingi with the air of a man who 
thought he was sajing a good thing, *^ If the lady pa- 
troness be the taint they say, and as fond of a blaze about 
her, as those of the Romish persuasion, by Geoi^, she 'd 
break me in candU9^** 

Burton, who had undertaken the part of draughtsman 
and designer-general, was alone silent ; and heedless of 
his brother officers' incoherent observations, proceeded 
in hia task, and completed, in different coloured chalks, 
various classic, and happily conceived devices, on dif- 
ferent parts of the deck, in order to make room upon 
deck, the carronades were run close out to the ship's 
side, while their slides were turned fore-and-aft, on each 
of which was placed a '* spare purser's bed," neatly con- 
cealed by a buntin flag ; thus converting the cumbrous 
bed of this rude-throated engine of war, to the purposes 
of voluptuous repose or tender dalliance. 

The awning overhead, was so disposed as to assume 
the Ibrm of a handsome canopy, and was splendidly de- 
corated with the Spanish ensign, on the yellow ground 
of which, a rampant scarlet lion, flanked on either side 
by tall castles, formed the emblazonry of proud Castilian 
monarchs. 

Spare sails attached to the outer extremities of the 
awnmg overhead, and laced tightly below, served to 
screen in the shrouds. These substitutes for decorated 
walls, were tastefully hung round with many-coloured 
' flags, ami relieved by festoons of flowers and sprigs of 
laurel. Like a large prop or pillar, supporting the ceil- 
ing, the main-mast, from the awning down to the deck, 
was dressed in evergreens, interspersed with red and 
white roses : the whole scene presenting a most pic- 
turesque coup d^csiL 

It was now seven bells, that is to say, half-past eleven 
in the morning, when, according to Crank's directions. 
Tiller exhibited the boat's crew, ^who, by-the-by, were 
all fishermen of the place) clad m blue jackets, white 
trowsers, and red waistcoats.'^ After a close inspection, 

" The Teaerable chief magif (rate of Weitmin&teTi »pi^t^«)\ik%«\%^\.\Tv*^ 



und ii lecture from Ibeir master (o abatRin from «piri(g, 
the boiilnieD were divmiseeil, rdiI desired to await iLe 
arrital of Tiller and the ladies od the beach. 

Crank, who knew iis well as most people, the valaeof 
(ide, if not of time, now became excessivelj fidgelty and 
inpatient, at, 39 he thoufrht, Ihe unnecessary delay of ibc 
ladies at tbeir toilrite. N or ilid his impatience altogether 
proceed from cuprice. He knew his sister was deputed 
to act a<i lady patroness, aflout, and therefore was aniious 
she should be an board io time to prepare for the recej)- 
lion of her femHle friends. He bad alrewdy, in vain, im- 
plored her to hurry; when at last perceiving that the 
tide had torne'l, and likely to make strongly against Ibe 
ladies, before their luilette was completed, be rang hh 
bell in a rage, and desired the servant who answered it, 
to give his " compliments to the ladies, and tell them that 
if they didn't bear-u-band. and rig, be should despatch 
Tiller on hoard, to decline the pnriy altogether, particu- 
larly as be wBH himself to great an invalid." 

This peremptory message had the desired efiect Einilf J 
aware of her uncle's capriciousness, particularly wbo^ 1 
Hufferiog from gout, pow hastened to the drawing-n 

"Come!" said Crank, &s she entered the room Mtl 
gaiete de asur — "where '9 your mother? Why I ^0*1 
heave a three-decker down in one half the time you '1 
taken to rig." 

Mrs. Crank now followed her daughter. 

" Oh, there you are — are you ? Well, I knew how 
would be — knew you 'd dawdle away your time till yoa 4 
lose your title ? However, let 'a see bow you turn a 
come, loe-a-line the pair o' you — for 1 mean to hs 
reg'lar overhaul o' your rigging before you start tack i 
sheet." ' _ 

To keep the old gentleman in good bumour, particM 
larly as he appeared now to have a little respite of pnio^ 
Gmilymotioned to her mother to obey orders -, when, bona 

ih* foilnme of hit trtw, nr, na ihey are Icrmetl by Uic •' Fauci/," tbe 
'^Robbins RedbrcatU," to havn adopted Ihe [Hirtialitits of Iht DldaclMol 
at KniseD, vhose ihipt' caispuiies, on all occuiona wen, with Ihe BS< 
crptiDD or the iwalloir laib, iceoolrcd tik« Ihcu blue-kirdi^panaft 

o( (be ptHeiil day. — 
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advancing together in front of our arbiter of taste, and 
Emily disengaged from her shoulders a long silk lavender 
coloured scarf, Crank exclaimed — 

^^ 'Pon my word. Miss Emily, you 're braced up sharp 
enough for a chase on a wind — why, child, you 've a waist 
like a wasp — but I suppose you intencl leaving your Hing 
behind.— Had you there, eh ? Come, come," continued 
he, as he looked down at her feet — *^ you must really 
shake another reef eut — you show too much daylightunder 
the foot o' your foresail." 

Possibly Emily might have profitted by her uncle'^ 
advice, but she was a girl far too well satisfied with her 
own taste, ever to be, in any way, guided by his. 

We have already said she was ambitious ; and this 
feeling is never more legitimately displayed in a female, 
than when it exhausts its, often dangerous, excitement in 
an innocent desire to excel others in the suitableness of 
attire — so far the mode prevailed with her. Perhaps her 
ahxiety for display went a little farther — though she was 
not, certainly, one of those enthusiasts in the worship ot* 
the fickle goddess, Fashion ; who, in their eagerness to 
appear in the height of the mode, do not hesitate to adopt 
the most culpable, and sometimes ludicrous excesses ; so 
that, if long waists are revived, they are sure to out-waist 
the young ladies in the days of good Queen Bess ; or, if 
the nether garments of the sex be ^^ curtailed of their fair 
proportions," they arc almost sure to rival the Bavarian 
brevity of Liston's petticoats in his broom girl's dress. 
Of none of these enormities, or monstrosities, was she 
guilty ; yet still she knew few had a handsomer foot and 
ankle ; and it is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that 
she was determined they should be seen. 

The matron was the next to pass muster. 

" Come, old lady," said Crank, " heave about till I 
take a>stern view of you." 

No sooner* had his sister turned round, than Crank, 
winking at his niece, jocosely observed, 

*' Some of us loom very large abaft — one would think 
we were going on a smuggling trip. I know, for my part, 
I shouldn't like to venture near a man-o'-war carrying 
a false " Here he stopped short. '< But never mind," 
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lie continued, ^^ if the master a't'arms doesn't make a 
search for spirits — there *s no snakes in Virginia." 

The indignant matron' now bristled up, and observed, 
that ^^ If she was the subject of any vulgar ailusion,it was 
luckily lost upon her — for that she could never compre- 
hend his vile technicalities. Indeed," added she, ^^ frcwi 
the manner in which we have been so rudely hurried to 
embark, I could not have imagined there could have been 
any time spared for such silly banter." 

'* Time !" said the veteran ; " there 's time now for 
any thing, since you 've lost your tide — and, moreover, 
there 's time, too, for closer inspection — for, unless my 
eyes deceive me very much indeed, you sport an extra- 
ordinary flush in your face." 

" Are we going on board, or not^ Captain Crank ?'* 
said the matron, indignantly ; at the same time endea- 
vouring to blink her brother's insinuation. <^ Because^ if 
we be, it is full time to send to Mister Senna." 

'^ Mister Senna ! Mister Senna 's not going with you 
at all — if I can't go, nobody, 1 promise you, shall occupy 
my place in the stern sheets. Thomas will take good 
care of you, and he 's already received his instnictions. 
But, I say," added he, in a jocular tone— ^^ tell me can- 
didly, before yon start — hav'n't you ? — now, I don't want 
to make you blush deeper — hav'n't you had ! — ^you know 
what I mean — had — recourse to — recourse to alof^ on 
your cheek." 

" A slap on my cheek ! — why, what put that in your 
head ?" asked the matron, with a sneer. 

^^ Well, to be more explicit, hav'n't you been tickling 
your face with thft hare's foot ?" 

" Really, I don't comprehend you." 

^^ Well, then, since you are determined not to under* 
stand either < oblique,' or < traverse sailing,' — in plain, 
downright English, hav'n't you been daubing your face 
with rouge ?" 

<< Upon my word. Mister Crank, or Commodore, as 
fools say, to please you," said the pious matron, ruffled 

* This is m proTincial term, coofiMd to ih% lociUtiei of SaUjpDrt. 
Gofport, tad Dock. 
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that either her precepts or practices should be suspected, 
''^your remarks. Sir — and before your niece, too— are 
insufferably gross." 

Thinking matters were going a little too far, Emily 
interposed, and said, ^^ Really, uncle, 1 thought mamma 
never looked better ; and if she has put on a leetle rouge, 
1 'm sure it *s very becoming. Now come, uncle, sans 
badmuxge—^ln your heart, don't you think so yourself?*' 

*^ I '11 tell you what 1 think in my heart — I think far 
worse of a woman that plasters her face with paint, than 
r do of a pirate : for if one captures you under false 
colours, he does it at the risk of his life ; he knows he '11 
be hanged if he 's taken : while the other, who entraps a 
poor fellow with dirty brick dust, not only escapes -unpu- 
nished, but claps the noose on the neck of the innocent 
party. And now that 1 've told what 1 tkink^ shall I tell 
you what I know?^* 

«* What, Sir ?" asked Emily. 

^^ Why, that hypocrisy isn't easier discovered than 
pamt !"* 

The detection of this attempt to heighten the per£(bna] 
attractions, excited naturally enough, in a woman who 
piqued herself on the superior purity of her motives, her 
strongest displeasure ; but that the opportunity should be 
embraced in order to connect this comparatively venial 
offence with the foul charge of hypocrisy, was too much 
for the patience of the party assailed. The fire flashed 
from her keen, expressive eyes, and the blood, which 
mounted, to her cheeks and . forehead, soon attested the 
truth of the insinuation, by the strong contrast exhibited 
between the natural and acquired complexion. 

The sudden appearance of Senna, who was now ob- 
served approaching the cottage in haste, seemed, as it 
were, to act like one of his own sedatives^ in appeasing 
the angry feelings of the irritated matron. The moment 
she perceived him, she was about to leave the room, when 
Crank, anticipating her object, good humouredly recalled 
her, and said, 

* A witty French author defines paint, ai a " composition which hai 
tht ncopcrtT of making old women a little more nglj, and young women 
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^^ See here, sister : upon second thoughts, as the doctor 
would only be dosing me to death, and as you would 
undoubtedly die were he lefl behind, I think you may 
take him in tow aAer all. But, mind this ! Thomas has 
charge o' the boat." 

No sooner had Senna entered the room, than he ex* 
pressed his regret for his patient's attack. He approached 
him with professional concern in his face, and proposed 
to repeat his favourite recipe ; but Crank declined his 
advice, observing, that ^' ho had no desire to be dosing 
wliile the doctor was dancing : all I want," said he, *^ is 
now to be left alone, and see you all fairly under weigh." 

In obedience to this insinuation, the party had left the 
room to proceed to the beach, when a loud hail from the 
veteran * brought Tiller to,' and Sack to his master. 

^^ Thomas," said he, as his servant approached him, 
^^ don' t forget what I told you in the morning : and, above 
nil things, mind, that you, and you alone, have charge o* 
the boat ; and here — before you go, just bend on a leading 
Jine frpm my chair to the bell-rope ; for, you see, in this 
position, I shall never be able to reach it ; and I feel as if 
it would now require a good gun- tackle purchase to raise 
ine on my pins." 

Thomas had not long lefl his master, with the comfort* 
able assurance that he would strictly comply with his 
orders, ere the boat was observed shoving off from the 
shore. As Crank had foreseen it, the tide was now 
making strongly against them : and, indeed, as if decreed 
by the Fates, it became manifest tp the party, that they 
were doomed for * a long pull — a strong pull' — though 
perhaps not ' a pull altogether.' 

The system of Pythagoras enjoined, as a probation fb 
tliose starting for the philosophic goal, a silence of seyeu 
years. The hint was too good to be lost on the family of 
Mister Bull^ who all seem Pythagoreans by birth, and 
whether in a coffee-house, or a stage-coach, a probationary 
taciturnity is imposed, as both comfortable and pleasant. 
If the journey be long, he preserves, for the first four 
hours, a sullen silence— some have been known to have 
a predilection for a still longer period of taciturnity. Oq 
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aH hands, it would appear that a somewhat similar estimate 
should he made of the spirit of social independence which 
ought to characterize every English campagnon de voyage : 
or, to be more blunt, that it is symj)tomatic of liberty and 
free-bom Bullish demeanour, that companions on a jour- 
ney should hold no intercourse ; until they have entirely 
exhausted the science of conic3cture, in developing, from 
their motionless features, the profession, wealth, or consc 
quence, of each mute fellow traveller. 

Though their motives, as well as the element on wliich 
they moved, were perfectly dissimilar, yet it would appear 
that Mrs. Crank's party had acted strictly in accordance 
with this principle, during the tedious half hour which 
had already elapsed since embarking in the boat. 

The reader of romance may imagine th.it the stillness- 
of the scene had thrown the rein on the nock of contem- 
plation ; or that the varied and * thick coming fancies' ol 
the rnind^ flowed in corresponding exuberance with the 
wafers of the silent and rapid tide with wliich the boat's 
crew contended. But no, reflect ions are odcner suggested 
by the common-place incidents of life than by romance, 
however highly wrought. The unlucky allusion of her 
brother to her toilette and principles, before setting out. 
still furnished the matron with abundant, though far from 
palatable food for reflection. Emily was immersed in 
anticipations of display ; and as for the doctor, from the 
lowering gravity of his deportment, it might have been 
suspected he was, or aflected to be, absorbed, as a certain 
barrister of the Emerald Isle would say, in a syllogistic 
series of scientific solutions. 

Although, to avoid contending with the stream, Tiller 
had kept tlie boat close along the border of the shore, 
yet such was the strength of the tide, that the crew had 
experienced a tiresome tug on their oars, ere he could 
venture to shape a course in a lateral or * lusking' direction 
ahead of the ship. 

Emily, who had been eagerly watching the progress of 
the boat, since Tiller had altered her course, was now the 
iint to break silence. ^^Oh, my!" said she, suddenly 
darting her bright beaming eyes on the surface of the flow- 
ing tide. ^* What 's that black looking thing on the water ?* ' 

Vol. L— 11 
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" That there, Miss ?" said Tiller, pointing to the object ; 
^^ that's a nun-buoy, Miss." 

<^ A nun-boy 1" exclaimed Emily, somewhat startled, 
ut an appellative which awakened a train of thought in her 
mind, that might perhaps have furnished a whole chapter 
to Hobbes, or Locke himself, as to the strangeness of this 
association of ideas. 

^^ You see, Ma'am," said Thomas, touching thematrofi 
on the shoulder, as soon as he had perceived she had 
turned her head from the object which had so suddenly 
attracted her daughter's attention. — ^* You see, Ma'am, 
he doesn't want tapping ; he watches like a dog." 

'* We know — tue know," testily interrupted Mrs. Crank 
— ^^ we don't wknt any farther information on the subject. 
— But> indeed," added she, interpreting Tiller's phrase- 
ology into a less equivocal sense, as she mistgook the 
word ' watches' for washes^^^*-^ you 're just like your mas- 
ter,' always more communicative on these sort of subjeets, 
than anxious to listen to those which might tend to en- 
lighten your besotted mind, and lead you from that dan* 
i^erous darkness, under which you so unfortunately labour.'* 

^^ Hurrah in the bow — Well, Ma'am, you know a man 
can't help his misfortunes. Give way. Bob — But I dare 
say light or dark," muttered Thomas, not a little ruffled 
at an allusion he considered personally directed at his ocii- 
lar defect — ^^ light or dark, I can see as much with my 
single top-light, as you can with your two barnacles* to 
boot — strike- out together, boys." 

With difficulty Emily could suppress her laughter At 
Tiller's ludicrous perversion of her mother's text, when 
the latter exclaimed — 

^' Ah, like master, like man !" 

" Why, yes. Ma'am — 1 likes to do every thing like the 
captain, and partickler when he tells me to do so* himself. 
— What were his first orders this morning ? ^ Mind, 
Thomas,' says he, — God help the poor man in the midst 
of all his pain \ — aye, when his toes were tortering him 
worse nor the nip of a Port Royal land crab — ^^Mind, Tom,' 
says he, — Thomas I mean — ^ Mind,' says he, ^ and pint 
out every thing to the ladies afloat, just in the same sort. 
o' way as I would myself." * 
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^^ WeU, I 'ro sure^ after all, mamma, it was yery consider- 
ate of uncle, indeed." 

^^ To be sure it was. Miss, — and where 's t'other 'sides 
himself would have thought o' the same ?" 

" 'Pon my word," said the matron, " you 're very lo- 
quaciousy Mister Thomas !'' 

" Ma'am ?" — returned Tiller, unconscious of her 
meaning. 

'^ f say you are a great deal too talkative for your sta- 
tion.^' 

^^ Station, Ma'am ?" growled the one-eyed tar, stung 
afresh by a rebuke which he was convinced was unmerited. 
— ^^ I believe a man*s never more in his station nor when 
he ob^s orders. Nor should I be doing my duty, if I 
didn't explain, and moreover, in a plain sailing way, every 
question I'm axed." 

^* Just so," said Senna, who had been hitherto silent : 
*' but it seems the ladies can dispense with your plain saihng 
ways." 

" J'oe charge o' the boat, Sir," sdid Tiller, thinking to 
aience the doctor. 

** Well,' we know all that already," snappishly observed 
Mrs. Crank. 

^* Well, then. Ma'am, when Miss Emily axes me, what 's 
that black-looking thing on the water, would it be right in 
me to say, it was the snout of a whale, when I knew to 
the contrairry — and when I knows there 's no one better 
when the captain 's not by, nor myself, to pint out the na- 
ture o' the thing in its nat'ral state." 

" I really fear the fellow has been drinking," whispered 
Mrs. Crank to the doctor, *^ but indeed I '11 not suffer it ;" 
then, turning to Tiller, she exclaimed, in an authoritative 
tone,^^ I desire you to desist, Sir — I don't at all understand 
your indulging in that sort of language !" 

** Why, what sort o' language would you have. Ma'am ? 
— -I wish the captain was here — but it seems just the same 
way with some ladies as some lubbers," said Thomas, 
glancing a significant look at the doctor, — ^^ they never 
wiU larn what they ought — ^then, if a body takes the trou- 
ble to teU 'em the difference 'twixt a brace and a bowlin, 
0r a sheep-shank firom a shank-painter, or the likes of that 
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ere, — a]I the thanks you get in return is, ^ what sort o' 
language is that ?' " 

^' Well, 1 must say," said Emily, laughing, ^* Thomaf 
has alwajs evinced a ready disposition to set us right on 
professional suhjecis." 

^^ [ hope, Miss, you don't call these professional sub- 
jects," said her mother, assuming a moralizing air. 

'* Look here, Miss, you are a young lady o' sense — ^it's 
no use talking to people as are detarmined to never lam 
nothing- — That there huoy, you see, Miss,'* said Tiller, 
again pointing to the object on the water — *•" sarves as a 
:sort o' watch^ on the likes of such craft as she^ as soon is 
reg'l^rly brought up . ' ' 

Though Tiller, in his own mind, had alluded to the ^»^ 
fire^ in the application of the pronoun personal, yet it was 
not so apparent to the ladies to whom it was applied. 

" Watch wAar?" asked EmUy. 

^^ Hold your tongue, child," testily exclaimed Mrs. 
Crank. 

^^ Why, you see. Miss," resumed he, regardless of the 
matron's monition — ^^ he prevents the craft getting foul o' 
one another — having a bad birth, and the likes o' such 
awkward and lubberly tricks." 

^^ I declare the man 's a perfect monster. I desire. Sir," 
;jaid the matron, addressing Tiller in an angry and agitated 
lone, ^< that you instantly desist, and turn back for the 
beach. Do you suppose that 1 can tolerate such talk — 
such wickedness on the water ? And as for you^ Miss — 
you ought to be ashamed of yourself. But, indeed, you 're 
the captain's adopted." 

'^ Lord, ma ! — what 's the matter ?" exclaimed Emily « — 
*' Surely Vve done nothing to offend you ; and, 1 declare, 
I think Thomas is one of the last men in tho world that 
would say an uncivil thing to any one." 

^^ That 's you^ Miss," said Tiller. ^^ Hurrah, boys, we 
gain on her now. A chip of the old block," muttered 
Thomas, aside. 

^^ I fear," said Senna, ^^ as they say in the fields that 
^ve 've been all on the wrong scent." 

With this observation the dialogue closed. Whether it 
was that Mrs. Crank considered it indecorous, or beneadi 
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her dignity to dispute longer with a menial (for sbe was at 
all timeaT rather distant with Tiller), or that the name of the 
ship suggested to Thomas the impolicy of keeping up a 
war of words with a woman on the water, we cannot stop 
to determine, but, certes, a cessation of tongues for some 
minutes ensued. 

The boat now reached within hail of the ship. Per- 
ceiving that Tiller was not steering for the side on which. 
for the occasion, an accommodation ladder had been ex- 
pressly fitted, the sentinel on the forecastle directed the 
coxswain to pull round on the opposite side. As the tide 
was running with the greatest rapidity, and the boat's crew 
were not a little oppressed from the heat of the weather ; 
Tiller, unwilling to give up any vantage ground, by going 
under the stern of the ship, rashly attempted to cross her 
ahead. The ship's head was now on the leA, and, unfor- 
tunately, the blind ««ide of Tiller, and which rendered him 
unconscious how fast he was nearing her bows as he at- 
tempted to cross her hawse. He was in the critical mo- 
ment of rounding the head of the vessel, when the stern* 
most rower on the larboard side ^^ caught," as it is techni- 
cally termed, ^^ a crab," or, in other words, was unable to 
extricate his oar from the water in time with the rest of tlic 
crew. This accident had, not only the effect of counter- 
acting the momentum of the boat, but of throwing the 
other rowers (who, as we before said, were fishermen, and 
not men-of-war's- men) into such a state of confusion in 
the boat, that, coming broadside on with the tide, and her 
keel being caught by the cable, she was instantly upset, 
and swept clean under the bows. An alarm was instantly 
given by the sentinel on the forecastle. 

With the exception of the alarm of fire, there is no cry, 
perhaps, which excites a more general sympathy and acti- 
vity, than that of " a man overboard."* The over-eager 
desire to render assistance, in such instances, frequently 
defeats itself, and endangers the life which it was intended 
to preserve. The forecastle was instantly crowded with 
swarms of men, who were destined to be mere spectators 

* Naval aiioinaly^mu or woman all the aipie. The urgency of the 
(hmgor admiti no deaignation of lez. 

11* 



r^i) FATAL VESTIVITUSS. 

of a cata^rophe they could not alleviate. The ball room 
preparations occupied so much of the sbip^ th^ they were 
all huddled together en masse ; and so much attention had 
been paid to the neatness of her appearance, that scaree^ 
a rope was left upon deck to heave overboard. The alarm 
of all was the greater, from discovering, for the first timSi 
that not a single boat* had been left with the ship— having 
oeen all despatched for the expected visiters. 

Burton was among the first to jump in the fore-chauub 
Paralyzed with horror, he beheld a sight which never faib 
to appeal with electric efiect to the sympathy and courage 
of a young man — a lovely female perishing. But what 
was his horror, when he perceived that female was — ^his 
own Emily ; who, supported for a moment by the buoy- 
ancy of her clothes, was fast whelming in the waves, and 
borne along in the tide with fearful rapidity. 

With that presence of mind peculiar to him he rushed 
out of the chains — seized a grating — fiung ofi* his coat and 
ihoes, and, full dressed as he was, precipitated both grating 
and himself over the side ; and was barely in time to catch 
It her long dishevelled locks, which alone were now visi- 
ble on tJie surface of the water, and save her from sinking 
to rise no more. 

Not Venus herself, when she enveloped the beauteous 
Trojan boy in a cloud, and snatched him from the fury of 
ihe Greek : — not Eneas, as he bore aloft in his vigorous 
arms, from the flaming ruins of Troy, the aged form of his 
helpless parent, could have felt half the agonized ecstacy 
which bewildered Burton's senses as he pressed the dying 
girl to his heart, and bufietted his way to the grating, with 
the only arm now disengaged for the safety of both, amid 
ihe enthusiastic and encouraging shouts of the admiring 
crew. Courage is ever contagious : — already a young 
midshipman had plunged overboard, bearing in his teeth a 
long tow-line to their assistance. In this expedition he 
was doomed to be deceived, as the line, though veered out 
rapidly by a seaman in the chains, in sinking formed a 
bight, or semicircular bend, which was borne by the tide 

* This prMti(>e, we are aorry to say, hai been too often encooraeed i» 
vc«<db of war. la Benbow's time it vrafl coiuidared a punishable osevoe- 
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in aa oblique direction to bis course, neutralizing all bie 
eflEbrta to attain his object. 

All tbe efforts of love and gallantry, however, must have 
'proved ineffectual, had not one of tlie boats despatched 
ashore now appeared, within hail. The loud order of the 
captain, delivered through a speaking trumpet, and the 
hoarse roar of the boatswain, who needed none,, soon an- 
nounced to the gay votaries of pleasure in tlie cutter, the 
nature of the disaster. As the men now strained every 
nerve, and bent their broad shoulders to the oars, with re- 
doubled effort, to reach the drowning personi^, a feeling of 
alarm became general among the ladies and gentlemen in 
the boat ; not unmixed with terror, lest their humane in> 
terference might involve themselves in the fate of the suf- 
ferersy by their own upsetting. Mingled ejaculations of 
fear and anxiety burst from every side. — ^^' How dreadtul!*' 
— ** Nothing can save tliem I" — " What a noble fellow I'' 
— ^^ Give way there, my hearties," cried the coxswaiui 
pointing to the grating. 

^^ Mind, Mister Sailor,*' said a gentle dandy, ^* how you tr>' 
to save them — think, for mercy's sake, of our own saifety :" 
while a female, clasping her hands, exclaimed — ^^ Gracious 
God I we shall all be drowned !" But the most singular 
feeling betrayed ; if feeling it can be called, which consists 
in its total absence ; was that of some of the young ladies, 
who solely solicitous to preserve their handsome dancing 
dresses, began to tuck up their feet to the bottom on the 
seats on which they sat, faintly screaming — **> Bless us, how 
very disagreeable I" " We shall all be wetP^ " How very 
unfortunate 1" *'/ hope it won't interfere with the ball !'' 

These and many similar amiable insinuations of sympa- 
thy, or rather unconcern, for the fate of the young persons 
now fast hurrying to an early grave, produced no other 
effect on the tars, than to make them turn the quid in theii 
mouths, accompanied with some very wry faces, and a 
shrug of the shoulder, which spoke, as intelligibly as silence 
ever spoke, a perfect contempt for fabhionable ieelings. 

The boat soon neared the grating, oji which poor Emily 
was sustained, though lifeless, by her fond but despairing 
admirer. Into this they were quickly hoisted in the armc 
of the sulors. The young midshipman was soon aftei- 
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picked up, nho, out of consideration for the comfort of tiiC 
young ladies, resolutely iiiHisted on not gE<tlitig into the 
boat ; observing, ^' that aa he had ajready been well 
drenched, he vrould prefer holding on aatern, and beiii| 
towed on boar<i the brig." In a few minutes, the whote 
parly were brought alongside the accommodation-ladder, 
and put on boaril. Faint and breathlesa as he was. Bur- 
ton resigned his lovely burthen to no other arms ; but bore 
her singly, her head drooping over his shoulder, with zeal- 
ous and anxious alletilion, and in a state of cxciioment, 
impossible to be conceived, to the captain's cabin ; where 
the surgeon of the ship united with him in every possible 
esertioo for her restoration. 

The humanity of the reader may have been shocked hj 
the apparent neglect of Emily's fdlow-suflerers. They 
are not, like us, aware that she was the only person of the 
party in imminent danger. By singular good fortune, the 
portly persons of Mrs. Crank and the doctor, had perched 
a cross hawse, clinging by the cable ; and the boat's- 
crew, with the innucent author of the disaster, like enperL 
tacticians, swam for the gas-swamp boom, from whence 
they were speedily picked up. 

It would be an injustice to iho gallantry of tite boatswain, 
not to mention, thai he was the first to descend the bows, 
with a running-bow-iine-knot in his hand, in order to 
aecure the persons of the affrighted (and, bad we any anti- 
pathy to bald heads, we might have added frightful) pair 
from their perilous plight: for it would appear, ilint on 
being thrown out of the boat, both were pitched, head 
foremost on the cnble, the one losing his "scalp," 
the other her neat, nut-brown coloured " toque." Ii 
it was afterwards assorted by many of the SpJifire't ei 
that amid the resounding screams, and impluring eji 
latioDs for personal aid, and, particularly, pending the 
alarniing period •f Emily's danger, that it was a 
matter lt> pronounce, which cry prevailed must, 
"save my child," or "save ray wig." 

But it must not be entirely Icil to the imagUiation of i 
reader to picture to hlmselli the person of the boatswai 
more particularly as his race, (and wc say it will 
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regret,) if not already exlinct, is, like other things oi' 
genuiQe British growth we could rianie, fast tacllng away. 

Not that the production was, in tiiis instance, so remark- 
able for its beauty, as for that intrinsic value, which is so 
often concealed beneath the most rugged appearance. 
For it must be confessed, Brace was no beau. 

Fancy a long, raw-boned, powertui, bow-legged, deep 
copper-coloured tar, with an eye as piercing; as his pipe. — 
A mouth like a haddock, and the quid-side oj his check as 
large as a moderate sized wen. Fancy, like the Hair- 
borough breed of the present day, a thick fringe of bushy, 
black hair miming under his throat, from car to ear. A 
tail as long as his arm, stuck, on this occasion, between 
his teeth like a whip. Fancy such a being, attired in his 
Sunday (sohtary) white frilled shirt, tucked up above his 
brawny elbows, with a rope in hand, sliding upon the cable 
down to the aid of the horror-struck matron. 

^^ There you are. Ma'am,'' said he, handing her the 
rope, ^^ just clap the bight of the bow lin knot Uiider your 
counter. No fear. Ma'am — we '11 haul you up like a lady. 
I say, bear a hand and heave us down another rope,'* 
added he, hailing the forcastle — '^ d — n my eyes, if the 
gemmMi won't slip the cable, and hi.s wind in the bar- 
gain." 

Thia intimation was not likely to allay the fears of the 
apothecary, who, if possible, was more frightened than 
any of the party. 

^^ Mind," said Brace, addressing six or seven broad- 
shouldered tars, who had hold of the rope which was to 
haul the portly person of Mrs. Crank upon deck. ^^ Mind 
how you haul up the lady — recollect she 's lost her bob — 
handBomely — handsomely. No fear, Ma'am. Suppose 
you do heave your pins in sight, there 's no one can see 
'em but me, and / 'm none o' your nice uns." 

In this sort of strain, the boatswain pursued his merci- 
less raillery, until the petrified pair were raised, wringing 
wet, on the forecastle, in the most miserable plight that 
can be conceived. 

Hasty, who had already prepared a dry suit of clothes 
for the unfortuate Senna, was ready to conduct him to his 
cabin. Nor was the captain, who had been below when 
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the accident occurred, deficient in rendering that prompt 
relief, which the unfortunate situation of the lady patroneBB 
required. His coxswain's wife had already provided warm 
and comfortable attire for the sufiering fair ones. 

The pitiable plight of the dripping and drooping pair, 
as they were 'conducted aft, under convoy of the first liea* 
tenant and captain, presented a striking contrast with the 
gayety of the festive preparations, and the decorated scene 
around — indeed, their appearance was truly calculated to 
have excited, in more tender hearted souls than sailors, a 
powerful sympathy ; if not a passing reflection on the 
uncertainty of human fate. But no — though the arts and 
sciences flourished afloat, — though solutions could be 
solved — stockings 3Vove,— -or watches manufactured* 
though linguists, poets, painters, and sometimes a sea 
lawyer, were to be heard holding forth in the ' King's 
Bench' of the Spitfire^ still, singular as it may appear^^-* 
neither saint nor sentimentalist was to be found in her 
whole crew. 

Indeed, the ludicrous figures which the lady patrones 
and her medical companion presented, in consequence of 
the loss of their wigs, as they walked all dripping aft, 
seemed to excite less the commiseration, than the laughter 
of the crew. The boatswain, who, like many wags in the 
world, would rather lose his friend than his jok&, (partico- 
larly were the latter the better of the two,) was ready to 
split his sides with laughter, loudly exclaiming, as he fill- 
lowed them with his eyes — 

<' There they go, — like a couple o'. craft in a hurricane, 
scudding* under bare polesn^ 



* A ship eiUier teiidff with a sail extended on her fore or main i 

or, if the storm he ezcesaivo, without any sail. whicb| in aantieal hst: 
i^iage, iatenaed "Seadding under bare poles." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

ALLMN THE WRONG. 
^<Hen was wrong on both ndes; and what eould follow but eon* 

fadOB ?" LB8L1B. 

Long ere the period to whicb our narrative has arrived. 
Crank, who had pursued tlie party with his telescope, 
alternately accupied in anticipations of disaster, in conse- 
qoence of his enforced absence, and in murmuring denun- 
ciations against the ill-starred head of his poor coxswain 
for bis lubberly mode of "approaching the ship's hawse in 
a tideflway, had witnessed all the horrors of the scene. 
With all bis bluff, overbearing habits, and uncouthness of 
pbraae, nature had not stinted him in feeling : and no 
mother could have witnessed the imminent danger of her 
nnraliDg with more lively alarm, or tender solicitude than 
he bad that catastrophe, which, had it been realized in all 
its borrors, would doubtless have shortened the veteran's 
daya. Fortunately, as the boat had gone ahead of the 
▼enelt bis view was somewhat obstructed, and conse* 
quently be was not aware of the extent of the danger to 
whicb bis friends were exposed — he had seen enough, how- 
ever, to (Jbnvince him the boat was upset, and afler the first 
shock ha4 subsided, and his feelings had vented themselves 
in an imprecation of an enormity, suitable at once to the 
occasion, and the dignity of the veteran, he immediately 
turned his thoughts to alleviate their misfortunes by the 
only means in his power — he vociferated loudly for Emily's 
maid— he tore at the hue which led from the chain to the 
bell rope, and which, little calculated for so rude an assault, 
snapped short iii his hand — the most grotesque series of 
stragglings ensued to raise himself from his chair, and his 
rage had tvvice placed him on his feet, in an unavailing 
cffi>rt to reach the bell, when the alarmed cook hurried 
unceremoniously to his aid, and thinking he was seized 



132 ALL IN THE WRONG. 

with some violent paroxysm of gout, burst open the door, 
and stood at his side. 

*' Why the devil don't you scud for dry duds ?" ori«d 
the excited veteran, addressing Tiller's spare-rib, as if tbe 
poor woman were perforce cognizant of every circum- 
stance in which he was at that moment interested. The 
only reply, if such it might be called, this man(iate received 
from the cook consisted in a vacant stare, soon succeeded 
by a blush, which indicated a surmise that something 
awkward had happened to himself. 

^^ What do you stand there for, like a fool ? What are 
you staring at ?" cried the old gentleman in an increased 
passion — " Why don't you scud for the traps ?— scud, — 
I tell you." 

The poor woman, in a (right, flew to her master's ward- 
robe, the contents of which were most unceremoniouslv 
flung out of the drawers and slides, till she had secured, 
as she thought, the unexplained, perhaps, inexpressible, 
object of her search. 

" Here they be, Zur — don't'ee vhirrie thecsel — don't'ee 
vlurrie theesel — it might be worzc," said the old woman, 
as she presented to her master a pair of short kerseymere 
unmentionables. 

'• What the devil are these for ?" said Crank, flinging 
them back in her face — " d — n it, you women are always 
thinking of the breeches — don't you know, they aro cap- 
sized in the yawl ?" 

" The Lord deliver us ! you don't'ee zaey zo, master. 
What, and Toomas too ? — Well, well, well !" cried the 
old woman, wringing her hands — ** I always thought 
iTackins what them there pleazure parties on the water 
would coom too. Oh, dear, dear I what 's to be done ! — 
what's to be done! — my poor Miss Emily! Oh, Tom, 
Tom, Tom ! ! !" 

" The devil Tom you, you blubbering old blockhead ! — 
why don't you fly, as I told you at first, and get the dry 
duds for the women ?" said Crank, forgetting, that in his 
hurry and alarm at the first shock, he had not even men- 
tioned who they were. The old woman, with the assist- 
ance of Emily's maid, soon collected a wardrobe, for the 
ladies, whom Crank directed to run down to the beach^ 
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knA press the first fisherman's boat to take her instantly 
off to the brig. 

Mrs. Tiller was no sooner despatched than Crank be- 
Aoaght himself of an expedient to quiet his anxious sus* 
pense — and now he felt the value of Burton's present. 

^^Give ijie that blue-covered book," cried he, pointing 
to the piano, as he addressed the lady's-maid, and the only 
servant now left in the house ; ^^ I shall telegraph the brig : 
in the mean time you be ready to bend on the numbers, 
and hoist them as fast as I tell you.*' 

Though quite aut fait at telegraphing on her fingers, 
Martha was nothing of an adept in conveying a message 
through the medium of bunting nor was the veteran now, ' 
from bis continued excitement, altogether competeilt to 
condense a telegraphic dcspath. He thumbed, and turiftd 
over and over the leaves of the signal book ; m vain he 
sought the vocabulary for the truest selection of words to 
embody the inquiry he wished to convey — ^ Let me know 
ihe worstJ^ But no — there was no such word as * worst' 
to be found iu the ^ telegraphic' part of the book. In 
fact, it was never imagined possible, by the proud con- 
structors of our naval code of signuls, that on board a 
Britbh man-of-war matters could ever come to the worst. 

At length, af\er puzzling his head for half an hour 
nearly, as to the best mode of shaping the purport of his 
signal, he decided upon applying one of the ^general 
signals* to his purpose. 

'* I have it," said he — " here it is — * Report Damages' 
— that 'ill do it. Bend on," continued he, addressing the 
maid — ^* bend on ' twenty-four' — that 's Blue Peter— let 's 
tee« though — yes. Blue Peter, over quartered red and 
white." 

^' Bless you. Sir!" said Martha, ^^ I know about as much 
«fblae Peter, as I do of saltpetre." 

^^ WeU, then, you simpleton, run into the garden, and 
btch me the flags you '11 find in the pigeon holes, marked 
itw and yimr ;" — for Crank, since Burton's present, had 
coiistnicted there a signal-chest, which contained a com- 
plete set of numeral flags. 

^ Now," said he, as the maid brought him the fls^gs-** 
Vol. I 12 
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''there they are for you, both bent together; you've 
nothing to do but to hoist them up.'' > 

After fumbling a considerable time at the flag*fltafl^ 
Martha, in mistake^ inverted the numbers, and hoisted 
ybr^y ^troy instead of twenty- four, which she kept flying, and 
returned to the invalid to report her proceedings. 

By the aid of all sorts of ante-spasmodics and otber 
medicinal restoratives, the fair sufferers afloat ^ere, by tbis 
time, not only considerably recovered, but, by the extraor- 
dinary despatch of Mrs* Tiller, again clad in odds and ends 
of their own apparel. 

The cabin became crowded with both ladies and gen- 
tlemen. Ernily was reclining on the sofa, and her mother 
seated beside her, when their many gratulations and 
soothing attentions were abruptly disturbed by the hurried 
entrance of the midshipman of the watch, who rather too- 
loudly exclaimed, as he opened the door — 

^^ Forty-two, Sir, is up at the flag-staff on shore, and it 
is still kept flying though we 've hoisted the ^ answering 
pennant.' " 

«' Forty-two ?" said Staunch. 

^^ Oh, Sir," said Burton, ^^ I dare- say Captain Crank, 
availing himself of an old signal book I gave him the other 
day, is anxious to know the result of the accident. I '11 
run and see what he means." 

Burton instantly returned with a duplicate of the vete- 
ran's book in his hand. 

^' It's impossible the number can be/or^^-^t0O," said the 
lieutenant, whose manner indicated, as well as his gestflre, 
the most unfeigned surprise at the singularity of the signal 
now flying on shore. 

" Why ?" asked Staunch. 

" Oh, it's impossible. Sir !** 

" But why, man ? — ^your reason?" 

" Why, Sir ? — Because the signification of forty-two is 
—but read it yourself. Sir," said Burton, stopping short 
and handing the book to the captain* 

^^ Forty-two. — Let's see," said Staunch turning to the 
explanatory leaf, and reading the signification of number 
forty-two aloud — " • /* the enemy in a sinking state ?^ " 

^' Enemy sinking !^^ exclaimed Mrs. Crank, who caught 



^eamvt^ of Um sentence to irritate her bj the unlacky as- 
■ociatioB of ideas excited in a mind, where words too fre- 

^quently tyrannized over thoughts. ^^ Oh, the heathenish 
wretch/'iihe continued, rage almost choking her utterance, 

'^^ to make so unfeeling a jest when — our lives were in such 
imminent danger '. — But — I see it ^oo plainly. The enemy ^^ 
indeed ! — No : thanks to the almighty and merciful Dis- 
poser of all events, the enemy, for it's me he means, has 
heen most providentially spared." 

Here she covered her face with hoth- hands, and sobbed 
convulsively, and was only saved from an hysteric fit by 

4he united attentions of the chip's surgeon, and her own 

-iKxIy physician. 

Of the ball it is unnecessary to say more than implied in 
Tom Tiller's observations — that ^* the capsize had clapped 

:«r*«tppper over alL" 



CHAPTER XVn, 

RECRIMINATIONS. 

<^ All 'f not offiiB«e Uiat iadiieretion fiadi." 

King Lear* 

^Undeb the circumstances of excitement naturally at- 
' tendanton the calamitous issue of these intended festivities, 
■^ is to be presumed that Burton relinquished not the en- 
Tied prerogative of reconducting ^ to the anxious veteran 
Emily and her aunt. From the time of their descent into 
the boat, the old gentleman's eyes ^ere perpetually on the 
•train to discover what had been the result of the Accident. 
As fiv as ^ counting heads' went, he could distinctly make 
out that none of his little crew were missing — a circum- 
stance which led him^ in a tone of congratulation, to ex* 
olaim — ^^^ WelU it *8 something to find that none of them 
/bave Jiost the number of their mess !" 
.Aa the boat neared the ahorS) be observed, with mingled 
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feelings of surprise and alarm, his niece supported by p^ 
lows, and on Burton's arm ; who was occasionally occtf- 
pied in adjusting a iieap of ship's flags and cloaks Iround 
her feet and person. The causes of these erootionn were 
scarcely well defined to himself; for while he attributed 
them to anxiety about his favourite, he occasionally felt t 
compunctious visiting as to the familiarity of manner, and 
alarming posture of those of the party in whom he ielt 
most interested. He had been sufficiently chagrined with 
the implied neglect, or rather discourtesy, as it struck 
him, in the commander of the brig not having answered 
his signal ; but what most contributed to his aoooy* 
ance, was his total inability to move from his chaiii, 
t)r to attempt to ascertain, in person, the real state of 
afiairs. He was obliged, therefore, to act by deputy, and, 
notwithstanding his old-bachclor-Iike reluctance to employ 
a female on any mission of importance, Emily's maid was 
despatched to reconnoitre and collect intelligence. 

But here again he was oi^daiued to experience fresh 
mortification : for the warm-hearted girl's feelings were 
soon too much interested in the scene to permit her to 
comply with the tenor of her instructions; all rec. ilectioh 
of which was lost the moment she witnessed the piteous 
plight of her young mistress, whonr^ she affectionately 
caught in her arms, bedewing her plenteously with her tears,, 
and blubbering like an infant. Nor was it unrtil reassured 
by the kind and grateful tone of Emily's sofl voice, tbat 
her stormy grief subsided. 

A tempest of feelings of another description now ra^d 
In the bosom of the old gentleman, at finding himself a^ 
serted during the period occupied in their tedious progress 
up the winding steep. Every effort he now made in his 
passion to get upon his legs, as they were unavailing, 
tended but the more to inflame his resentment, whicb, 
glancing with the rapidity of an arrow from the disaster to 
his own crippled state, and again from his lameness to the 
negligent messenger, unluckily happened to light, at last, 
upon his poor factotum, Tom, wbon) he repeatedly de- 
nounced as ' a lubberly old rascal.' " D— n the fellow,*^ 
said he, ^^ didn't I tell him to be cautious what he was 
sibout ia a tideswajr?— See what it is not to have beqa 
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t^kere myself. But I might hate known it all, if 1 hadn't 
' been as stupid as he. All the morning I had a sort of 
' ^omeaterishness about me that something would happen 1 
This d-— ^(i gout, too, coming on just at the time, might 
liave warned me. A man ought not to he above these 
presentiments — there 's something always in 'em — and 
jet that unbelieving sister of mine, as usual, will face me 
oat it 's all vulgar prejudice. She might as well deny 
there 's such a thing as Providence, and, strange to say, 
die 's always jabbering about it. 1 hate a soger's phrase, 
but now I 'm sure there 's some truth in their saying, 

• • every bullet has it's billet.' " 

The noise of many persons in the hall arrested his atten- 
tion, and stopped the vdlubility of his vehement invective. 
And, lucklessly, the first object on which his angry eye 
flashed, was the person whom he had predetermined within 
Jiimself was the cause of the whole calamity. 

" Scud, scoundrel !"« cried he, the moment poor Tiller 

• thnsst his devoted head into the room — '* away with you, 
if you'doh't want your brains knocked out," menacing 

• him with his brandished crutch — ^^ though brains you can 
r have none !-^you tripe- headed, lubberly, squinting old 
: savage !" 

Tiller was destined to be quickly avenged, and the 
Teteran enjoyed not long the privilege of playing the part 
■ of assailant. 

^^ Savage ! would that he were the only one," exclaimed 
a tall, haughty, singular, sybil-like figure. Her fine per* 
son was loosely enveloped in the most incongruous and 
unbecoming attire. To supply the lack of stays, she had 
wound round her waist a long crimson scarf, whose em- 
broidered ends depended d la Turc. Her head was bound 
up in a black handkerchief, now destitute of its wreathing 
- eurlsy as her expressive face was of those enforced smiles, 
with which she was wont to smooth the natural character 
of features ; which, though fine and regular, seemed only 
t^alcolated to display to effect the highest possible excita- 
tion of feeling. And now, pushing Tiller scornfiilly aside* 
she strode haughtily across the room, and when right in his 
iront, contemptuously addressed her brother-in-law — 

^^ Your barbarity, Sir, might have confined itself to your 



own house, and not unfeelingly have made my mififortUM 
a. subject of mirth before a whole ship's crew !" 

If the poor man's mind, already staggered through the 
violence of the tieelings which beset [lim ; the surprise and 
the shock which his awakened sensibility now experienced 
from this rude assault, nearjy bereft him of the use of hii 
reason. 

" Barbarity ! — My own house I — Mirth ! — Ship's crew ! 
— Why, Madam, what the devil are you at ? — are yoo 
mad ? — But what signifies whether you are or not !— 
Where 's my girl T — get out. of the way — let me see her. 
Poor child ! — Come hither, come. How dreadfully ill she 
looks !" and, while the old man stretched forth his eager 
arms to catch her to him, as she came feebly forward, sup- 
ported between her maid and Burton ; the sullen tean 
chased each other down his venerable face. 

The grateful Emily fell on his neck without speaking-: 
as soon, however, as she had recovered herself, and was 
placed on a sofa which had been wheeled round towardi 
her uncle's chair, she pointed to Burton, who stood beside 
her, and said — 

" To your friend 1 owe every thing. He it was who 
risked his own life to preserve mine !" 

'* Brave heart !— did he? — It 's Hke a sailor. Let me 
grapple him— your hand, my boy — I '11 never forget it- 
long as Jive !-^fine fellow ! — ^1 wish T was only First Lord 
of the Admiralty — rl 'd, I 'd — r-" the rest of the sentence 
was unfinished, and he continued, gazing on Emily's pale 
features — '* You may well call him friend !" said he, pat- 
ting his niece on the shoulder, ^^ and while I live, I shall 
never cease to be his." 

To these effusions of gratitude Burton was saved the- 
trouble ©r framing a suitable reply, by the rising indigna- 
tion of the tragic heroine, which burst forth in an excla- 
mation — 

*^ Friend! — Fine professions, truly, while you denounce 
your family as enemies ! What could you mean by it, bar- 
barous man ! in my condition ?'' ,J 

Here Crank, who was no longer under the influence of 
fciar or excited sensibility, but at liberty to examine the sin- 



-(jolar attire of his nster, could not refrain from laughing^ 
as he exclaimed — 

'^ Enemy! — It must be all imagination — though, to b« 
sure, you look as if in chase of an enemy, for you 've got, 
I see, all clear for (action— every thing battle fashion,'' 
continued he, winking at the lieutenant,— ^^ waist bound 
taught — black handkerchief round the. head — not a love- 
lock to be seen. — Had her there, eh ?" 

'^ Unfeeling scoffer ! — It 's not the only insult I 're been 
doomed to bear from you to-day. Your sneering signal, 
too, might have been spared ; and, when persons' lives 
were in danger, it ill became you," said she, pointing, as 
though in allusion to his gouty cLair — ^^ ' to sit in the seat 
of the scorner.' " 

^' More of your tracts ! — Egad, they seem to have turned 
ber head!" 

Here Senna, who was slow to embroil himself in family 
disputes, thinking there wpi^ a slife opportunity for media- 
^g,attempte<J an explanation, ar (i in a few words related 
the circumstances which had occurred in the Spitfire"* 
cabin, and the announcement then and there made of the 
strange signal seen flying at tlie cottage. In this he was 
corroborated by Burton, whu observed that the signal 
number, forty-two, was btill fiving in the garden, which the 
oaptain would find, on referring to his book, signified — 

^^ I9 the enemy in a sinking state?** 

The whole truth at onic flashed upon the veteran's 
mind, who, with cordial good humour, confessed the mis- 
take bad certainly given good ground for offence, which 
he heartily disclaimed, and thus apologized — 

^^ Aby if you had known my feelings then, sister, you 
would never suspect ihat I could have allowed myself to 
jest at such a momeiit.. 

Mutual explanatiuiis took place between the three gen* 
tlemen, as to the causes of the accident: unluckily for 
Tiller^s reputation, the explanation assumed all the aspect- 
•f a court-martial upon his conduct — differing only in this 
respect, that the poor fellow was doomed to be condemned 
without ever being heard in his own defence. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

AVOWAA. 

Tht hand which still held Jnan'f^ by dcgrf ti 
'■ OcbUt, but palrmblj, confirm'd it»gn»p. 
Aiif It taid, " detain mc, if yon pleMt ;'' 
Yet there '• no donbt the only meant to clafp 
His Angers with a pure platonic squee^se : ] 
She should have thrnnk as from a toad, or aip. 
Had she unagined sack a thing could xoom 
A feeling dangerous. 

Brmoir. 

The weather had, for the last twenty-four hours, indi* 
eated a probable change in the wind, which by blowing 
steadily from the south-w^f, had pent up his impriaoncd 
spirit several days. It occasionaily varied two or three 
points for a moment early in the morning and evening ; 
though it still blew pretty steadily during the day into the 
harbour. In one of these flaws, a slight shower fell, 
which was taken by the captain as a pretty strong pre- 
sumption that the weather would break up ; and be gave 
orders, in the evening, that all should hold themselves in 
readiness for immediate departure, for that in the event of 
the wind chopping round to the northward and eastward, 
he should avail himself of the morning's tide, and weigli 
down by dawn of day. His motive for getting to sea at 
so early an hour was derived from previous observation 
(when a junior), of the inconveniences oden sustained by 
vessels bound down channel, waiting in port, as is usual, 
for the arrival of the post, or for the completion of some, 
object which might as well have \yeen accomplished on the 
previous evening by a little forethought. In some in- 
stances, the vessel had lost the tide altogether, and in 
most| owing to this imprudent delay, she had failed to 
secure before dark such an offing, or distance from land, 
as was necessary for her safety, should the weather alter, 
and the ship have to contend with an adverse wind on a 
lee shore. The crew, generally speaking, as well as Us 
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t)fficers, were gratified by the intelligence ; but there was 
one heart which felt a more than ordinary acceleration of 
its pulsation, when it was announced by the captain on the 
quarter-deck, that the vessel would most prodably weigh 
by daylight next morning. I'He words were h^carcely out 
of his mouth before the person most aflected b) this intel- 
ligence solicited, and obtained permission to go on shore. 
And as he had attired himself Pjr dinner, and a party was 
in -the act of manning a boat to leave th<^ ship for fresh 
vegetables and other purposes, a very few minutes landed 
bim on the beach, tL^d seated him beside the sofa at Cam- 
perdown Cottage, on which reposed the languid form of 
•Emily. The character of her be.iuty was enhanced by 
the absence of the high flush of ht)ulth, wlu<;h rarely adds 
to the expressive grace of female loveliness ; and now 
-borrowed from indisposition a sou, languor, and touching 
interest, which, while it admonished him of her danger^, 
kindled afresh within his bosom that flame which only 
burned the more wildly from fear of losing her ; and 
tirbicb be felt convinced, even long protracted absence 
could not check, much less extinguish, l-he partial ex- 
elusion of the light, deepened the sb.ades in hf^r pale coun- 
tenance, and increased the interestinsf expression of each 
fine feature. Even the negligent dhiagee of her attirei^ 
mmn ibid of wbicb, disdaining the harsh square outline 
of art, fell conformably with nature's soft sirtuosities, acoi^ 
dsntally displayed to the utmost advantage all the be- 
witching charms of her recumbent figure^ -Her voice 
always -^koelodious, was bow depressed to a whispered 
sweetness; and there was, in her manner, an air of 
graceful tenderness, arising possibly from the recollection 
of bit intrepidity in snatching her from death ; which as 
he had never before witnessed, increased bis tumultuous 
agitation ; and encouraged his fondest anti<:ipations. His 
pulse beat high, and the blooi' mounting, suffused his 
manly brow, and dimmed his vision. He felt his utterance 
had fled at that very moment, wi)en he would fain have de- 
scribed, in language, equally glowing as his feelings, the 
ardour of hb passion. They were alone ; and though 
hut for a moment, he felt the opportunity was.toa;precious 
^iQulat 8lip« In vain ha essayed to 9peak ; ji^ though 
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!, nature berell him Dot of arguments oftea irrenflit 
with the softer sex. Ha had sunk uo his koee by h 
coucb, and while hie «ager eyes perused with inten 
delight the hneaments or her divine hce, and b«trayi 
through the portals oftheBnul, the wiJd excitemenl ofl 
ablated reelings, he grusped her delicate and unrengti 
hand (for fear haiH rendered her powerless), which 
pressed alternately to his heart, and lo his burning li] 
The Bpdl, which bad hiibertu bound him in silence, « 
broken by the violi;nce of hia emotions. 

"Ah, Emily 1 — deafest and loveliest of women 1 wl 
a glimpse of huppmess has the la^t lew days opened 
my view '. The prospect is nbru|>tly closing, and it appei 
that Ihavediaijavereil atrf^nsure merely loiose it. — Hig 
I, in taking t[|t!< hurried leave of you, he permitted to ho| 
ihat while borne bv i!uty and ambition far iron) my bei 
home, 1 might still live in your recollection, bow 
would be my coiisolution t To-tnorrow's dawn eeparu 
113 fora period i uhich even in prospect appears lo tns 
age. Nothing can render .tin.- interim supportable, exci 
tfas anticipalian that on my return I thall tind you.tbaU] 
restored in health, Rlill unehnnged in mind. Such 
eence it would be im|)03aihle l'.' endure, unless enco 
to hnpo, that, la retumingi this intimacy may be renewi 
which I feel but too sensibly, can alone give zest or va 
to life." 

At this critical minute, that eloquence, which now fbu 
its way like a torrent, was suddenly checked bythe occi 
rence of one of thosn strange coiUrttempt, which ~so oil 
'CrosB persons similarly cif'^umstanced witli the lieutenw 
For, without the slightest note of preparation, or warnii 
— in bolted the Btiff, qk.aini, figure of old Tiller, before 1 
delicate «nd feeble jirl had lime to disengage her ha i 
ftom his grasp ; or ht hiiriz^elf could spring from hla ei 
bariassing eiUiutidn." 

" I axes your panlcn, Miss Emily." said the old felloi 
in a hurried manner, whi. h made i( doubtful, whether 
were the result of enilwrruasmeni in consequence of 
intrusion, or the effect of surprise at the dlscnvery t 
singularly made, by on«, perhaps, I'jss qualitied to fathom 
' Of dawlffP C a mysteiy, than any being in ibe.' 
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(bi9 mcister always excepted, who openly made it his 
boast, that he ^^ knew nothing about either women or 
Aeir ways") ; — " I axes your pardon, IVliss," said Tiller, 
^ but I only corned the rounds as usual, to pick up the 
»," — and so saying, he proceeded very deliberately, 

was the custom in the navy at his day, to affect t<^ 
oollect whatever lay on the carpet ; whether thread ends, 
or fragments of paper, and deposite them in the ^ oakum 
bag,' (as he termed it) set apart for their reception : which 
impartant duty being performed, he retired with the same 
provoking composure, and agai» left them to themselves. 

Burton had ere this regained his seat, and so much pre- 
sence of mind as to induce him to rise and close the door ; 
which Tiller had designedly (it would seem) omitted to shut. 
With equal earnestness, but with trreater caution of manner, 
he recommenced hi^ suit. He rapidly stated his expecta- 
tions, and with marked modesty alluded to his services, 
with the prospects he had of professional advancement ; 
which he trusted would remove any objection her mother 
and uncle might feel to their union. Here Emily seemed 
to smile faintly ; and he resumed by intimating that he 
had reason to imagine himself (avnured by a friendly pre- 
fiN'ence on the part of her uncle, who, he presumed, could 
entertain no objections, except as to the disparity of their 
fortunes. Here he was about to eater into the possible rea- 
sons which might influence her mother ; when Emily ar- 
rested the progress of the argument by assuring him, ^^ that 
on her mother's acquiescence, he would be wise not to 
reckon ;" although she admitted, with a blush of grateful 
acknowledgment, ^^ that he might have expected he had 
established some claims on Mrs. Crank*s regard ; for had 
he not, under Providence, been the means of preserving a 
life, to her certainly dear, she must have ceased to be a 
mother, and been for ever precluded from the hope of 
being called on to sanction the disposal of a daughter's 
han£ She confessed that, to herself, his acquaintance 
had been both agreeable and profitable ;'' add concluded, 
just in time to prevent the re-opening of the door cutting 
siiort the avowal, by ^* assuring him that she ahonidW 
mUoayg happy to hear of his welfare." 

The gentleman took this as the lady really meant it— 
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that he would be at liberty in future to correspond ; tfld 
might possibly have testified his satisfaction by some OTert- 
act of delist or delirium, had not the lady just mentioned 
unexpectedly stalked, like the unwelcome ghost of Banquo^ 
into the apartment. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

CHECK B7 DISCOVERlr. 
'< Roond about, round about." 

OLD GLBE. 

AccoBDiNo to the ' articles of war,' established at Cam-^ 
jierdown Cottage for fifteen years past, all intrusion on the* 
^esta of our old friend was considered, if not absolutely 
high treason, at least the crimen Imsm majestatis and pun- 
ishable in the next de<;ree. But tlie apparent urgency of 
tlie case out-weiohcd every otfier consideration in Tiller*6 
opinion, and warranted a departure from the strict line of 
discipline ; and satisfied of tlie rectitude of his motive^ 
which originated in his anxiety for the honour of the fami* 
]y, he entered, with a little of that brusquerie peculiar to & 
man who feels bis importance, the room where his veterai^ 
master lay, courting, by every delicate assiduity, that re- 
pose, which, like a coy nymph, is so difficult to be won 
by the blandishments of age. 

"Who the devil's thatf cried Crank, upon Tiller's 
afiecting to stumble as he entered the room. 

"It's me. Sir." 

'* Me, Sir ! — D n it, I thought 'twas a top-maul 

coming down by the lump. What the deuce brings you 
Here at all making such a noise ?" 

" Noise, Sir ? I never was the man to make a nomm 
gbout nothing." 

*' Nothing, indeed ?— when » mw '• napping !" 
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** Ab— Lord bless you» Sir — it 's when a man *8 nap- 
ping, the ndgcMefs done." 

^ Yon may call it mischief if yon like. Mister Thomas — 
but to me, I can teH you, it 's second nature." 

'*^ So my Misses says, when she 's skinning the eels." 

** Well, well^— n your eels — there, there — that *s 
quite enough. Make sail, and leave me to myself." 

^Mf J doesn't, Sir — ( knows there 's some one else soon 
will." 

" Why, what tack 's the fellow on now ?" 

*^ On what tack, Sir ? — On that tack, that a man may 
keep his wind, and needn't bear up for no one ; as long 
as he knows he 's doing his duty." 

*^ Holloa ! — Holloa ! — it seems to me as if you'd hauled 
your jawing tacks aboard." 

^*' 1 axes your pardon. Sir, I've nothing aboard more nor 
T ought — nor no one can say, as I ever was the man to 
make a nitty below, or alarm aiofl for nothing." 

*• WdU, no one said you were — there now — shut tlie 
door — top your boom — and let's have a little rest." 

"Rest? — there's no rest in the matter, Sir, — things 
'are gone too far already," said Tiller, with an unusual 
degree of warmth, addressing his master. 

" Things gone too far already, indeed ! — open mutiny, 
by the Lord. D — : — n the fellow, what does he mean ?" 
said the veteran, rising on his elbow, and the blood rush- 
ing into his face. ^ I tell you what it is, Mister Tiller, if 
you think to come over me, with any o' your independent 

pot-house slangy or your long-shore-law, you're d ably 

mistaken." 

" Law, Sir ? Pjn no lawyer. Sir, — I never sarved me 
time to the trade o' lying. Nor you can't say 1 ever de- 
ceired you yet," continued Thomas, fidgetting at his mas- 
tn'n wardrobe, and folding and refolding the veteran's 
apparel as he carried on the colloquy. ^* No, nor yoii 
can't say that Thomas was ever the man when riding on 
a lee-^ore, expecting every moment to part, to be the 
first to report a strand gone, when perhaps twas no more 
nor a little o' the rounding chafed in the hawse." 

'' Well— what of all that ? What the devil has that t« 

Vol. L— 13 
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say to dlstarbing a man from his rest, and when jou know 
too, it's contrary to orders." 

^^ Was*t contrairry to orders, Sir ?" said Tiller, who wu 
not to be diverted from his purpose ; ^^ was't contrairry 
to orders 'board the Boyne^ Sir, to rouse the captain when 
there were breakers a head, or an enemy in sight ?" ^ 

^^ I never said it was — and you know right well, thai 
had the officer o' the watch so far neglected his duty — ^I'd 
'a broke him, aye, though he were son to the First Lordt 
of the Admiralty." 

" Very well. Sir," said Thomas, banging the door of 
the wardrobe, as if conscious he had now overcome some 
of the difficulty of broaching this ticklish subject — ^' very 
well. Sir — by the same rule o* thumb, if I sees a squall 
brewing to windward, it's my business to report it to my 
master, napping •r not. Isn't it better to clew-up in time 
than lose your sticks ?" 

*< Lose your sticks ? Why, damn it, are there smug- 
glers on the coast? — Expect the garden to be robbed i 
eh ?" 

<^ No, no, Sir — there's no fear o' that as long as Ram^i 
unmuzzled — but I doesn't know how it is," said Thoma% 
unwillingly drawling out his words, — ^^ I doesn't altoge* 
ther like the look o' things since this here — this here 



a — " 



^^ This here whatP^^ cried Crank, who, thinking there 
was something in the wind, betrayed as much impatience 
to solve his factotum's meaning as he befere did to get rid 
of his company. 

'* Why, Sir^-this here capering craft — matters seem to 
be all going the wrong way since she put into the port — 
that there ball business, and a " 

" Aye, that was all your curs'd lubberly look-out," in- 
terrupted Crank, alluding for the hundredth and second 
time, to the accident of upsetting the boat. 

'' Well, Sir," said Tiller, not a little piqued at this eter- 
nal rebuke — *^ well, if they got the blind side o' me then, 
you shan't, howsomever, have to say so now. So if you 
takes my advice, Sir, you'll clap on a double look-out to- 
night." 

Here a mutual pause of some moments ensued. Crank 
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seemed impressed witb a confused perception of some 
imminent danger about to befall him : Its indistinctness 
embarrassed him the more : His agitation kept pace 
with his awakening curiosity. From a prone position he 
rolled himself over 9n the sofa, and raised himself upon his 
hands, assuming the attitude of a half-roused lion. Then 
smrveying with a scrutinizing glance his poor minion from 
liead to foot, he caught that solitary eye of his, and fixed 
it, like a basilisk ; gazing at hitii for an explanation, with 
ail apprehensiye, yet incredulous glare. It was in vain 
Tiller availed himself of the exclusive power he thus enjoy- 
ed over others in the condensation of mental intelligence 
through an ex<tlusive optic. Even aided by the man's 
weather beaten features, no distinct picture was conveyed 
to Crank's sensorium of the description ; or the extent of 
the danger which his servant seemed fully persuaded await- 
ed him. Tom shook his head — looked pitiful, — twisted 
' bis tail, — squirted his 'bacco juice, despite of another 
of the articles of war, on the floor, and drew forth a 
long-winded sigh. At length, finding he had reckoned 
without his host, in calculating on the expressiveness of 
'his features, he, as if in pity to his master, thus broke 
ffllence. ^^ The geinman's a nice gemman enough ; and 
moreover bears a very good karector aboard — but still, 
you know. Sir, — there's never no harm in keeping — keep- 
ing — a— " 

** Keepmg me in suspense, you mean, you blind old 
blockhead. What the plague are you at ? Why don't 
you say what you 've to say, like a man ?" 

"I'm coming to it, if you'll let me — all in good time, 
Sir — no man likes to be ahead of his reck'ning—but it' 
looks to me — (mind, you know. Sir, it's only a notion of 
my own ") 

" D n your notions. Here, you have been for ten 

minutes annoying me with an infernal notion — working a 
traverse about a triffc, and a — a " 

" Well; Sir, if you think light o' the business there 's * 
no kashun to overhaul more o' the matter ; but I know," 
said Tom, carelessly throwing his tail over his shoulder, 
- ^^ I shou'n't call a cutting-out job a joke— nor think it 
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a trifle to find some on 'em had tricked us ; and slip't 
their cables in the night." 

^^ Who ? what ? — d— — -tion, what d'ye mean ? Siure- 
Jy there 's nothing, — nothing happened I hope, eh ?" 

^^ I doesn't know, Sir," siud Tiller, with emphasis— ^ all 
] know is, when I went my last rounds to pick up the 
shakings in the drawing-room — what should I see, but hioit 
down on both marrow-bones, shoving Miss Emily's fist in 
his mouth, and slobbering it all over like a sucking cal£" 

" Who ?" 

" Why this — Mister Burton, to be sure. Sir." 

" The devil ! D n the fellow, 1 thought be was 

more ashore than he ought. The sly jade !" 

At the first intimation of real danger, Crank had started 
on his legs, and, aided by the helping hand of l^Uer, 
regained his perpendicularity. As was his customy on 
occasions of importance, he was observed hitching up the 
waistband of his small clothes alternately with one hand or 
the other ; and having hemmed twice, he prepared to sal- 
ly forth. Tiller, as usual, fell a few paces in the rear, as 
the veteran proceeded hobbling along the hail : Crank 
muttering to himself, with another tuck at his inexpressi* 
bles, — '' Where could her mother be?" 

^^ Why, bottomizing with Mister Senna in the garden," 
voluntarily replied Tom. 

" Bottomizing 7 — Devilizing ! fitter for her to look after 
her daughter. She 'd look rather foolish if she found the 
painter cut, and the crafl adrifl." 

Crank had hardly uttered . these words, when opening 
the drawing-room door in no httle excitement, he discov- 
ered Emily reclining on the sofa as he had lefl her, and her 
mother and the lieutenant in conversation, at the further 
end of the room. 

" How d'ye do. Sir. Why, how 's this ?" said the 
commodore, addressing his sister. ^^ f thought you were 
in the garden, bottomizing, as Thomas calls it, with the 
doctor." 

'' Fie, brother — I only wonder that you can at all tole- 
rate the vulgar phraseology of that ilUterate, unbelieving 
wretch. He 's a perfect sea bear, Mr. Burton,— an abso- 
lute marine monster." 
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^ I only wish he heard yoa calling him a marine. He'd 
rather be called a soger at once." 

- Barton and Emily looked at each other as if somewhat 
relieved by the turn the conversation was taking, from the 
Apprehension that Tiller had communicated the discovery 
he had so abruptly made. 

Mrs, Crank resumed— ^^ But if you wisfaMo know where 
I was* I can inform you that I was receiving a roost in- 
structive lecture on the medicinal properties of plants ; 
and regret that the lecturer's professional avocations pre- 
vented his remaining to tea." 

Crank had predetermined with Tiller to bo calm, and 
saw the propriety of adopting lib advice in not taking the 
parties suddenly aback. 

" Well, how long have you been here, Mister Burton ?" 

*^ Why, I sliould think nearly an h<iur, Sir, — but Miss 
Crank was unwilling to disturb your repose." 

^* So was Thomas," said Oank, snrcastically — " and 
what have you been up to, i\li'<s Emily ?" 

•* I, uncle ?" said Emily, a little confused — *' I 've been 
too much indisposed— to — to — in fact, do any thing " 

- *'* Indisposed in one sense, perhaps," said Crunk, some* 
what mysteriously. 

Determined, however, to investigate the circumstances 
detailed by Tiller, Crank remained for sotnc moments 
mute, beating, as it is vulgarly termed, the deviPs tattoo, 
with his cane on the floor, and revolvi' giii his mind like a 
man at his wit's end, the best mode of communicating with 
tlie lieutenant apart, without exciting suspicion in the party. 

*' I must get you before you go, iMister Burton," said 
Crank, ^' to step into my room, and see what 's the mat- 
ter with the barouietnr : it appears to me to be quite out 
of order — the quicksilver keeps down in the kelson." 

**' 1 shall have great plea^^ure," said Burton, affecting a 
'Composure,^ which the renewed mysterious hints forbade 
him to feel. 

" Well, then," said Crank, " we may as well overhaul 
her at once." 

They both lefl the drawing-room, and as soon as they 
had entered Crank's own room, he cautiously bolted the 
doon 

13* 
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*^Now,*' said be, ^^we are alone, oat of hail- of tbe 
women. Tell me — you havn*t been — been a— (fixr yoa 
must know, I 'm one o' your straight^forward fellowi— 
hate working Tom Coxe's traverse to come at the truth— 
(say what I mean — and mean what I say — always coma 
to the point at once—that 's my maxim). Besides, there's 
no great harm in the thing after all — ^young men are young 
men all the world over — so you needn't mince the matter 
wi' me." 

A fit of coughing, fortunately, cut short these ramblings 
and excursive flights of the ? eteran's erratic curiosity ; 
which, with the intention of being condensed into point 
and terse interrogatory, would, but for this seasonable 
interruption, have wandered in his present vein, round the 
pole, and to the other side of the equator, ere it hid 
formed itself into any question, capable of a replication. 
The interruption served the purpose of bringing Crank to 
his recollection, and re-assuring his young friend, who had 
been justly alarmed by the forniaK serious aspect of the 
old gentleman, in commencing the above series of inter* 
rogatories, apologies, innuendos, and disclaimers, all ia 8 
breath, and he made up his mind to brave the storm, and 
avow himself openly as Emily's suitor, by the time the 
commodore resumed — 

*^ Cur^e this cough of mine, it sometimes brings me up 
with a round turn, when I 'm most anxious to speak. It 's 
not from bad^lungs, for I 'm as sound- winded, thank God! 
as any boatswain in the fleet, — but it 's a sort of a — 
ftervous — d— d tickling in the throat — but a— but tell 
me — ^you havn't been — (don't mind me, though I am her 
?lncle) — you havn't been — hang it — you havn't been talk« 
ing soft nonsense to my niece ?" 

Burton, who by this time was perfectly collected, with 
great calmness replied — " Although, my dear Sir, you may 
imagine I have infringed on the privileges of hospitality; 
and looking at it alone in that light, you may possibly be 
impressed with an unfavourable opinion- ■ ■ »" 

*^ Not at all, my friend, quite the contrary. Hang it, 
there wasn't a gayer fellow in the fleet than myself. 
Why, Sir, I was a regular fancy man with all the Port- 



CHBeK BT MBCOVSBT. 151 

Sogral ertft^ from Black Judy up to Kingston-Kate — so 
don't be uneasy on that score/' 

This weU-intendedi though autri confession produced 
an inataataneoua eflect on poor Burton's nervous system. 
Perhaps not all the antespasmodics in the whole maieria 
mediem could so soon hare restored his faltering tongue, 
as he now proceeded ; placing his hand on his heart,— 
^* I 'm obliged by your candour ; but 1 had, 1 assure you, 
Sir, predetermined to avow to you, as to an indulgent 
friend, that from the first moment I beheld your lovely 
niece, I became enamoured-^——" 

^*' Enamoured ! — that 's a silly novel -sounding phrase — 
it carries such a lubberly twang with it. Can't you say 
struck-comical, or smitten from clew to earing-Hsome 
ahip-riiape expression. However, don't let me interrupt 
you." 

^^ Well, Sir, in candour I must confess, that this evening, 
for the first time, I have disclosed to her own ear, that pre- 
ference which I feel ; and shall always feel, she merits 
beyond the rest of her sex, both for the charms of her mind 
and her person. To the existence of this passion, I think 
she could not have been previously blind." 

"Nor Thomas either," — muttered Crank. 

" Yet, however ardently I may have disclosed my pas- 
sion, be assured, — my respect for her, — and let me add, 
Sir, for yourself, — prompted me to make it with the utmost 
delicaey." 

" Delicacy ! — you and Thomas seem to have very dif- 
ferent notions on that head." 

" Surely, Sir, the man has not presumed to poison your 
ear with any insinuation derogatory to her, or my honour." 

*' Why, no — he only seemed to think things were going 
too far — that is to say — you were making tolerablo liead- 
way in the business — But tell me, what did the girl say 
herself?" 

** I must confess, Sir, her answer was dictated by as 
much discretion as you yourself could have wished." 

"Discretion? — a crooked word that — if she mentioned 
it herself, take my word — there 's no Iwe in the affair : — 
'When a girl 's thmking of a man, that 's the last thing that 
comesinto her bead.'* 
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^' Possibly so— with one of another temperament, and 
less intellectual than your niece." 

^^ Why the girl 's nowse enough. She 'a my own briog- 
ing up. But, throwing aside all veering and hauling, how 
did it end?" 

'^ In a mere permission to correspond during my ab* 
sencc.'* 

^^ Well) well, there 's nothing in <Aa^,— I suppose, — in 
a friendly way." 

^^ Pardon me, Sir, I must be sincere ; and once for all, 
acknowledge that 1 entertain for her a passion, which time 
or distance cannot abate — and that all other motived of 
ambition, whether professional or otherwise, are secondary 
to that of rendering myself worthy of her hand for life ; 
and when I make this avowal of a preference founded on 
reason and passion, I beg you to remember, Sir, that it is 
not the avowal of youthful enthusiasm, or of one whose 
judgment has not been matured by experience. In a 
word. Sir, without her, I feel I shall never be happy." 

"Tut, tut — that 's the old tune. The first close- 
reefed taupsle breeze of the Black Rocks,^ will blow it all 
off. Belief mc, love 's like many other things at sea, 
very hard to keep in blue-water. No, no, it 's time enough 
to think of a wife, after you 've shipped the other swab, 
and made prize money enough to pay her mess." 

" 1 hope that day is not far distant." 

'^ Distant ! — There 's no calculating on promotion. 
Look at mc. Sir, — 1 was fifteen yea is bufieting about in a 
cockpit ; and never made a fraction of prize money until 
1 was ten years post. Suppose any poor girl had waited 
for me ? God help you ! — it 's all a lottery !" 

" Perhaps so, without interest ; but I flatter myself 1 
possess that which is influential." 

'^ Black Rocks — Rocks situated about fire miles off the land, between 
the port of Brest and Island ot Ushant. Thej are of the most forbid- 
ding, gloomy aspect, scarcely affording a resting-plape to the lonely sea- 
fowl, and are peculiarly exposed to the fury of the . elements in hard 
weather. A cmize here is prescribed (to use a medical iihraae) very 
mach in the nature of a corrective ; and officers condemneu to a melan- 
choly cmize * off the Black Rocks/ may lometiaes safely attribute Aft 
to their being < on the Black last.' 
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*^ Havt you a cousin at the Board — or is your udcIc 
First Lord of the Admiralty — or are you a Scotchman V* 

^' No, thank God ! Sir, I 'm of an old English family 
— I 'm of the Burtons of Glo'stershire." 

^^ Well, my dear fellow^ you may be what you please ; 
but unless you are one of the three I mentioned, you may 
drop many a card at the Admiralty, without being asked 
up stairs."* 

Here a vain endeavour was made to open the door. 
Immediately after. Tiller announced that ^<||)e ladies 
waited tea." Crank suddenly turning on his heel, ex- 
claimed ^^ Coming, coming." Then, facing half round 
to the lieutenant, and holding the handle of the door, he 
said, in a low tone, " Come, let 's join em — they '11 think 
we Ve plotting mischief." 

Burton, in great perplexity, now seized the old gentle- 
man by the arm — mentioned his probable departure in 
the morning, and, with many expostulations, endeavoured 
to obtain some encouragement of his suit from his own 
lips, well knowing that he could hope for none from 
Emily's mother. Moved by this earnestness, and bis 
kindly feeling towards the young man, he swerved a little 
from the straight path he on all occasions pursued ; and 
calculating on the improbability of Burton's overcoming 
the obstacles which he was about to enumerate, he thus 
partially accepted him as the lover of hin niece — 

^^ Emily, you see, is a showy, fine girl, and much ad- 
mired about here. The soldiers come skulking after her : 
but Pd rather she married a sailor, I confess — Besides, 
she 'U be well off: but then married people can't live on 
hape, — I don't mean to slip my wind yet. Mr. Burton. 
You understand me ? So, if she don't get spliced before 
you 're made a commander, and pocket some prize 
money, you shall have my consent — that is, if Emily likes, 
and you continue in the same mind." 

And having thus cautiously clogged his consent, with 
as many conditiorjs as a dying man would a last will and 
testament of his freehold, copyhold, and other property, 

* Craik, if alivs in thii day, w»uld be agreeably surprised at the 
fkeiU^ of aecess, now afforded oiEcers under such circumatanccfl. 
Thoan to the Lord Hi|h Admindi and thoie immediately aboot hln ! 
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whether real or personal, he betook himself to flight, 
blowing along the passage like a grampus, and entered 
the drawing-room with flushed face, and in a state of 
evident excitement. 

Far diflerent w&s the face, as well as the pace, of his 
companion; as he slowly followed him with measured 
step, anxious eye, and a mind depressed by many forebod- 
ings, as to the almost insuperable difficulties which inter- 
posed between him and the completion of his sole, over- 
whelming wish. By the time he had reached the door, 
his breathing became short, — his lips parched, — his brain 
burned, — and his hands became entangled in the inartifi- 
cial curls of his black hair. Conscious, how unfit he was 
to encounter the keen eye of Mrs. Crank, he stalked past 
like a ghost , and endeavoured to compose himself by a 
few turns in the cool eveninor air out of doors. 

All around was placid and serene. The air was calm, 
and the flowers breathed fragrance. The shrill whistle of 
the blackbird, and deeper melody of the thrush, were in- 
terchanged from the opposite shrubberies. The sun was 
fast descending; and the highland to the westward had 
already involved in shadow, a portion of the harbooTi 
where, in tiie full glare of the reflected sunbeams, Uy his 
home upon the waters ; all ready for sea. tier decks 
were still in a state of activity, owing perhaps to the wind 
having come round still more since his leaving her. The 
boat which had brought him on shore, was now returning 
to the slMp, on board which he distinctly heard three bells 
struck, with an acute vibration of pain in the head and 
Jieart at every stroke, as though it were a parting knell for 
a cherished friend or loved parent. Nature vindicated that 
sway which she uncontrolled iy exercises at limes, as well 
over the stoutest hearts as feebler spirits : and a gush of 
scalding brine traced his burning cheeks, and kindly re* 
lieved his proud bursting heart. 

Strange as it may appear, the tea-party waited in vain 
for his return, and twenty minutes had elapsed, ere l*iUer 
announced his conviction that he had ^^ cut and run." 

" Umph," muttered Crank. 

^< Aye, and there,'' said Tiller, pointing to the foot of 
the sofa, ^< he 's forgot his hat in his hurry." 
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CHAPTER XXL 



A RUMPUS. 



Wlukt ! gone withovt a word 7 

Ajre, 10 true lore should do ; it cannot fpeak. 

Sbakbfkarx. 

Who ooold btlieTO what ftrango bngboan » 

Iflaakind ereatea itself of fears. 

That sprittpCf like fern, that inseet weed| 

EqaivoeaUy withoat seed, 

And have bo possible foondatioo, 

B«t merely in th' imagiaation ! Hudibras. 

It may b« readily conceived that the abrupt departure 
•f the lieutenant, created no less surprise in the mind of 
Emily and her mother, than in that of Crank ; who stub- 
bornly resolved to himself to afford no clue im the mystery. 
From the mode in which he had received the intimation 
on which he acted, he had every reason to believe Tiller's 
secrecy might be depended on. Indeed, the old gentle- 
man felt no small gratification in having an opportunity 
of playing off a little underplot of his own under circum- 
stances which must have strongly excited the feelings and 
curiosity of the two fair delinquents, who had oflen kept 
bim in suspense, under similar situations, for days, when 
one word in explanation would have cleared up the mystery. 
And if he had any regret on the subject, it arose from the 
conviction that the perplexity of the elder lady could not 
^ above a tythe of that felt by her daughter. It was, 
nevertheless, observable, that however frequent the allu- 
sions made to the strangeness of this incident, Emily was 
too much occdpied in unravelling her own thoughts, to* 
join in the' surmises or inferences of one so imperfectly 
acquainted as her mother with the previous circumstances 
to which this seemed obviously to have a reference \ while 



it 



156 A mniFDs. 

her UDcle, with tbc unbending sturdiness for which he was 
remarkable, preserved a sullen silence, and left the field 
open to conjecture. He was observed at times to riss 
from his seat and walk a few paces, rubbing his hands to- 
gether, as persons are wont when satisfied with them- 
selves. The effect produced by this conduct was exactly 
that contemplated by the captain. Mrs. Crank's eyes 
wandered incessantly from her daughter to him, and fitND 
him to her daughter ; and she was. soon convinced by the 
anxiety of Emily, whenever she looked (which was hot 
seldom) inquisitively towards the old gentleman, that die 
herself was at a loss to account for this singular behaviour. 
Piqued at being foiled by his unusual taciturnity, she re? 
turned to the charge again, and again, shaping her inter- 
rogatories with Protean ingenuity — sometimes as an ex- 
clamation — sometimes as an observation — sometimes as 
a question, and again as an answer. 
How strange, eh ?" 
And so gentlemanly like a man !'* 

<^ But he *s a stranger to us, and it is not to be won* 
deredat!" 

" Persons should Bot be too indiscriminate in their 
civilities.'" 

^^ It should be a warning to you, Captain C, how you 
open your door to people you know nothing about." 

" Did Thomas really say he saw him go ?*' 

" Do you recollect. Captain C?" 

Finding him imperturbably silent, she, as a dermer re- 
sort^ hastened to adopt the part of respondent to her own 
questions. 

" No, now /recollect, he did not" 

^^ I might have spared myself the trouble of asking yon.'* 

During this attempt to extract evidence from an unwill- 
ing witness, which by-the-by, might have done honour t* 
legal acctimen in the courts of Westminster Hall, she had 
the mortiHcation to perceive that the witness proved him- 
self more than a match for either Sir Vickery or Ghmrow, 
in their h(??t days, by obstinately ^standing mute.' This 
contempl <>f court was resented with becoming spirit, and 
he was Ho.^cr.-^ip^ly condemned to undergo thepemednre 
et forte in s 7<}lvMe volley of inculpation and reproach. 
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^< Well, I 'm sure, taciturnity seems the order of the 
4ay— what may we expect next ? — A mere stranger would 
liave more civility — I 'm justly punished for so far de- 
meaning myselC — Profesional wit, I suppose — can't com- 
prehend it — ^perhaps that marine monster. Tiller, might. 
— ^But it is beneath my resentment." 

Crank was now perceived rubbing his hands in an ex- 
c^ess of delight at witnessing his success in tormenting, 
while a thousand emotions successively assailed the peace 
and pride of the high spirited invalid on the sofa. To 
£(ome of the inuendoes contained in her mother's previous 
attempt to extract information, she would fain have re- 
plied, as they appeared to convey a censure on her own 
conduct ; yet here again she was checked by the dread 
she etertuned of revealing that to her mother of which 
she might still be ignorant. Even to attempt her defence 
from injurious suspicion, would involve her in a confession 
which might be perverted to her own prejudice : while the 
doubts which pervaded her mind as to what had trans- 
pired 'in the interview between her uncle aud her lover ; 
and, more than all, those arising from the singularity of 
his sudden disappearance, rendered her situation one of 
greater perplexity than can well be imagined. In such a 
§ituation, she felt it would i)e most prudent to affect an 
Unconcern she did not feel : but resolved, ere the night 
was over, to attempt to glean information in an opener 
and more accessible field. 

Meanwhile the fugitive, scarcely conscious of any thing 
external, had arrived at the beach, and finding that the 
boat had returned on board, jumped into the first fisher- 
man's skiff which offered, and was soon rowed to the brig. 
The sentinel arid the officer of the watch were both sur- 
prised at his appearing uncovered, as he mounted the 
side. He, howevery waited for no question to be asked, 
but descending to his cabin, ordered the fisherman to wait. 
In the interval between this order and his re-appearance, 
he had blotted and torn up four or Ave sheets of paper, ere 
he could indite an intelligible scro.wl ; or one which at all 
seemed to convey his sentiments. He was compelled at 
length, by repeated messages from the boatman, who, 
begged ^'the gentleman would hurrv, or he wouldn't save 

Vol. I.-— 14 
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hk tide," to seal and direct that which was less to kb 
mind tlian any of its mangled predecessors. 

^' There," he said, thrusting the letter into the impatieat 
messenger^s hand, <^ take this to Camperdown Cottage^ 
ask to see the young lady, and deliver it into her own handSt 
hut be particular not to intrust it to that prying old fox 
with the ODO eye. Now, remember, only Uie young lady, 
and there *s payment for your trouble — quick ; be off." 

In due time that evening the fisherman appeared at the 
cottage, and passed the out-posts, old Ram^ and the afore- 
said prymg fox, to wliom he refused to communicate his 
business. Tiller repaired to the drawing-room, where he 
found Mrs. Crank alone, both Emily and her uncle haviog 
retired for the night, and acquainted her that a atranga 
man wished to see her daughter, and refused to say OB 
what errand he came. 

Mrs. Crank, who was never slow to suspicion, appeared 
to hesitate for a moment^an air of thoughtfuloesa Has 
soon succeeded by a self-satisfied smile-— 

^' You are certain he 's a stranger ?" said she. ^* SartiB« 
Ma'am." 

^' Well, theii, say nothing of Miss Crank, but send hioi 
in — perhaps I may answer as well, since she can't be 
seen now." . , 

The fisherman, afler some delay, was ushered into the 
prerience of the lady. There was but a single chamber- 
candle in the room, as if the person seated on the sofa 
was about to retire to rest, and the lady desired him to say 
what was his business with her. 

With three wipes of his right foot on the green carpet, 
and a tug of the forelock of hair overhanging his forehead, 
he appropinquated by slow degrees ; while his respectfiil 
difiidence prevented him from coming right in front of 
the lady whom he thus accosted — • 

«( Be you Miss Crank, Ma'am ?'' 

" Yes," whispered the matron. 

^^ 'Cause if ye bees. Miss," (with a pause)-- ^4'ze got 
/.ummet for ye firom the man-o'-war as 'ill maike thee aizier, 
and, meyhap, cure your dizorder." 

A slight titter, or suppressed laugh, at this observation, 
convinced him she was the fair correspondent for wliovi 
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ftid fetter was destined, and the next minute it was fast 
clasped in her eager hand. 

^ You Ml read un, mayhap ?— and I '11 wait for a token 
back/' 

^* No, no," said the matron, in a hoarse tone, which 
startled him as to her identity — <^ it requires no answer.'' 

^^ Why, bless thee heart, thee can*t tell by outside any 
more than I can without looking thee in the face, if you 
be the roight parzon to open it." 

Emily's attendant Martha at this moment entered to 
say that Miss Crank wished to see her. 

*' Why, baint ihia Miss ?" roared the outwitted water- 
man. 

^^ Silence, brute !" said the matron, rising with offended 
dignity, and eyeing him contemptuously ; ^^ leave the 
house, and beware how you come on s9Ui*h errands again. 
you poor incompetent agent of vice and mischief'." 
- " Dang it — faikens/' r«phed the fellow^ ••' a uioight a 
known it was an old un, by its croke. Zo I 'ze knocked 
•down th' wrong pin, loike a boobie." 

As he retreated along the passage, he was encountered 
by old Tom ; who, aware of his mishap, now repaid the 
fisherman's distrnst by tauntingly remarking — 

^^ So, you scaly raggimuffin, you thought if you stuck 
your head in the mud hke an eel, nobody M find you out 
— D— n it, \ 'm up to your dodge. You thought you 
were too deep for a fellow — but it sarves you right, — and- 
I 'm glad you 're catched in your own net." 

" Why, dang it — who could trust to thee ? Didn't the 
gemman zaiy, thee were the worst vrend he 'd a got — alid 
cautioned me not to trust to the prying old vox with the 
blind eye." 

'Hller contented himself with muttering a curse at him 
for a rascally liar, and bundling him out of doors, to find . 
his way in the dark. The uncouth, angry confab in t^;^,'^ 
pmssage, ending in a violent slam of the hall-door, whi< 
•hook every article of furniture in the cottage, alarmed 
owner so much, that his bell was soon in requisition, 
Tiller appeared at his bedside. 

<« Why, Thomas, what 's all the noise ?" 

^^ Nothing, Sir — I know yoti '21 be thinking it iwtbing 
•^ibr ao you said afore." 
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Come, none of your round-about rigs — tell medh 
rectly the reason of all that row." 

^^ Well, if you must know, Sir, we was boarded in the 
smoke." 

" Who ?— how ?— where ?" 

" Mister Burton, Sir." 

" What, come back at this hour ?" 

" No, Sir, — but a fisherman." 

'' A fisherman ?" 

'''Yes, Sir, an enemy." 

*' An enemy ?" 

" Aye, an enemy ; Sir, I told you how it 'ould be.'' 

" The devil. Hand me my pistols — what is he at — 
where is the villain ?" 

" Bless you, he 's gone. Sir." 

** And why all tliis alarm ? What has Mr. Burton to 
do with it ? Explain, scoundrel — explairi all, or you shall 
have llie contents of this in your head," said the irritated 
veteran ; half-levelling a pistol at his favourite. 

'' Fire ! — With all my heart. Sir. If you 'd given a 
body time, you 'd a heard it all. Now I 'm mum," — and 
he stood looking calmly at his master, with bis arms 
akimbo. 

" Provoking rascal '.—was ever man so curs'd as I, with 
a mule-headed swabber, that won't lead or drive." 

'' Mule-headed swabber I" muttered Thomas. 

*• Well, come, take your own time— tell me, is tbero 
any thing amiss ? Are we all safe now ?" 

" Damme if 1 knows, Sir— but here 's the misses her-. 
self—she knows more o' the matter nor me." 

" Close the door, man,"— said Crank— " quick !"— but 
it was too late : there the lady stood, in the door-way, 
a letter in hand ; and as Tiller ceased, she opened her 
fire on the veteran. 

^^ Prettv doings!— and vou too, at the bottom of them!" 

** Of wbatT Madam ? of what ?" 

** Of this letter. Sir, to your niece, and of the whole 
mystery, as it now appears." 

" 1 wrote her no letter — are you all mad ?" 

** Answer for yourself, Sir — can you be in your senses , 
to 8u£fer yourself to be made euch a dupe, by a young 



libertine like hitn — or encoarage these claadeetine and 
sbameful proceedings ? Besides, the letter itself is worse 
than equivocal — and I am, indeed, to be kept in the 
darky am I ? FU leave not a stone anturned to counter- 
Bune 80 iniquitous and unholy an alliance against a mo- 
ther's peace." 

** Peace ! — I wish you wou'dn*t disturb my peace 1 
kiiow« — this b the second time to-nighf." 

^' For shame, Sir, to afifect to treat the matter lightly 
—1 have his letter I" 

« Whose letter ?" 

*^Why, that parvenue protigit of yourS) Mister 
Burton r 

" Burton— why what 's he done ?" 

y Whatl^^vfby written a letter to Emily, which insults 
ker most grossly, and for ever disgraces you." 

*' It 's impossible ! It ^8 not in his nature — an unas- 
stimiiig, modest " 

" Yery modest, indeed !— Infamous wretch !•— I '11 read 
tiie diftgraceful letter, and leave it even to this poor hea- 
then here, whether he ought ever to be permitted to 
enter the doors again." 

« I doesn't know that, Ma'am — ^but as matters stand — 
a good look-out would be adviseable — and I told the cap* 
tain as much this evening." 

Here Mrs. Crank proceeded to read from the paper 
in her hand — 

<< < DoubtlesSy my ever dearest Emily ^^ 

*' Ever dearest — was there ever such impudence ! 

<« * For I cannot bring myself to address you by any other 
appellative^ you must have thought my abrupt departure 
"Unaccountably strange.* 

** Strange, he calls it — I cali it, rude and vulgar. 

*** Prudence dictated that it was impossible again to 
have appeared in your presence, much less to have taken a 
iold and formal leave of you after whal fj^ previously 
passed.* 

** Passed! Indeed things, one would imagine, had 
come to a pretty pass. God grant they hav'n^gone too* 
i&ri" 

1** 
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«< There it is, Ma'am/' said Tiller»— <" that 's eiactl^ 
what I says to the captain this evenmg." » 

** ' It was better for both — your uncle hwwi alk* 

^< Knows all ! — what do you know, Sir ? — A9 a parent, 
1 insist on your relieving my suspense. 

<^ *> / confessed every thing — and he bore it better ^tm I 
could have possibly expected — indeed^ he rather eneow^ei 
me at last, — He said, he had been gay hitMelfy and tftoi^pk 
it teas excusable in youth,^ 

** No doubt you bore it philosophically enough, to be 
sure. — How could vou, with anv face, affect to be 
shocked, after your own licentious admissions ? — Encou- 
raged him, too ! — Veteran villany. — Why not let sqefa 
a monster loose on any other females, than those ef your 
own family ? 

'* ^ Your ortn discretion will dictate the best time to 
break it to your mother — though 1 almost dread the restilt,* 

*' Unparalleled scoundrel ! —this requires no comment. 
Just Heavens, what have t lived to witness! 

*' ' jf/ie inspection of the barometer was only a ruse of the 
old gentleman to take me to task J* 

** That proves you 've been a pander to his-guilt! 

^^ *• So I suppose he means to keep your mother in the 
dark,^ 

''Providence be praised, the darkness is dispelled. 
* He is a light to our feet,' as the Divine Word assures 
us, * and a lanthorn to our path.' " 

*' No. Ma'am," said Tiller, "became without a lantern. 
for r bundled him out in the.dark." 

** Ungodly scoffer, j)eace ! 

*' * / have his permiision to write,^ 

'^ But he 's not got miae. 

*' * Which I shall most gladly embrace at every favour- 
able opportunity. Until that happy day^ which again re- 
stores me to the only society I shall ever prize ; believe thitt 
an attachment for you which no pen can describe — no other 
heart can conceive, animates every tlwught of him^ who 
delights to subscribe himself 

" * Your devoted 
<^ " * Frederick Burton.' 
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*^X>ii» aycf — there 'ff the afdoor at «iiil-*^finl coa^ 
cltides like everj other artAil and sedacti^e peD-^^bat H 
shall rest with me to cut op the cormexioB by the roots. 
I *11 make h my study, night and di^, to defeat socfa in* 
fimious intrigaes, which I 'm astonished yoo should be 
detected in, without blushing for your own shame and 
depravity." 

During the reading of the letter, and the paraphrase 
thereon, Tiller appeared to sympathhse in all the mo- 
ther's feelings; and was observed, when completely 
silent, to accompany every forcible expression or epithet 
that escaped her lips, with a corresponding wave of the 
hand« an oscillation of the body, or a vigorous flourish of 
his arm : much after the manner of those dumb duplicate 
actors on the Roman stage, whose duly, we are told, it 
was to accompany the recitation of the principal per- 
former by appropriate action and gesticulation. 

Crank remained perfectly quiet, until the enraged 
matron arrived at the climax of her passion, when she 
appeared lost in a reverie of prayer, or possibly male- 
diction. 

'* Heave the letter here," crie^l Crank, — '* let me 
read it without any of your d- d sermonizing non- 
sense. It appears to me, you 've mistaken the telegraph 
altogether. — 'Fore God ! — She 's turned it end for end." 

Having perused it, with the aid of bis spectacles, he 
flung it into the middle of the floor, exclniming — '* It 's 
all right — upright and manly," — and then addressing his 
sister, said . ''Don't you now be railing at Emily in her 
present t^tate — it '11 all blow over — and 1 told the young 
man so himself." 

Seizing the letter, and darting at Crank, as he folded 
himself with perfect composure in the bed-clothes, a 
glance of indignation from those eyes of fire, which 
would have shaken the nerves of any man less suscepti- 
ble of fear than himself, she retreated to her own room, 
to vent her spleen alone. 

As it has been said, that a husband is, of all men in the* 
world, the last man to know his own disgrace, so poor 
Emily, in this instance, was destined to be calumniated, 
and her character traduced, while she reposed her inno- 
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cent head on a pillowi which as jet, nor knew-^HMr 
merited a thorn. 

Wearied out by the agitation of her own thonghta la 
consequence of the occurrences already detailed, and !■ 
the vain endeavour to reconcile the inconsistencies. rf 
Burton's conduct, she had fallen asleep too soundly to be 
disturbed by the noise around ; and, as is the case with 
girls in her situation, she had so effectually courted 
Somnus, that the good-natured god had brought the peni- 
tent offender to her feet, to clear up the whole mysterj^ 
and render her slumber as happy, as it was refreshing. 



CHAPTER XXir. 

PARTING CO. 



He ftood, aod gazing from the stern, 
Beheld hie native Spain receding far : 
First partings form a lesson hara to learn, 
Even nations feel this when they go to war ;- 
There is a sort of unexpressed concern, 
A kmd of shock that sets one's heart ajar : 
Atleairing even the most unpleasant people, 
And places ; one keeps loolang at the steeple. 



K- 



No people have greater reason to deplore the fickleness 
of mortals in point of faith, than persons circuiTistanced 
like ourselves : or to run the risk of being thought hete- 
rodox, to lament that Religion is as liable to change and 
alteration as Fashion itself. But for this circumstance^ 
we should have had it in our power to adopt the glowing 
style of the Heathen Mythology, and acquaint the reader } 
that scarcely had Aurora begun to blush for the conse- 
quences of her fond dalliance with the golden- haired God^ 
and he himself fled from her embraces to yoke his fiery 
steeds, and mount the empirium, than the sons of Neptune 
were roused as effectually as if by the conch of the Tritons; 
— Or in other womIs, the Jcdly Jack^ of the Spitfire wer« 



FABTIN6 Ca 165 

roused out from deep sleep by the shrill pipe of Bob 
Brace, boatswain of the said brig — and ere the first yellow 
streak of light had faintly marked the orient verge of 
Heaven, as the coursers of the sun pawed and plunged to 
break their confinement, and scour the fields of sther j; 
the anchor was weighed, ftnd the ship, under a crowd of 
canvass, with a light wind from the north-east, was fast 
cle(^ing the port. 

Burton, it will be imagined, was not one of the last, to 
quit a fallacious dream for dull reality, and indulge in a 
parting glimpse at a scene endeared to him by the most 
animating recollections. 

During the period occupied by the ship*s company and 
officers at breakfast, although not regularly his watch, 
Button volunteered ' to take charge of the deck.' In so 
doing, he was as much actuated by a wish to be alone, 
and escape the observations likely to be made on his sin- 
gular conduct the night before, as to afford himself an op- 
portunity of now and then catching by stealth, a wistful 
glance at that central spot of earth, which had so suddenly 
absorbed all his thoughts and wishes. He was observed 
by the quarter-master and mate of the watch, on one of 
the after carronades, leaning over the hammocks, and di- 
recting his attention, with very little intermission, to that 
part of the shore, on which was still discernible the emi- 
nence topped by Camperdown Cottage. . As the distance 
increased, his glass was called to his aid, and now and 
again he withdrew his intent gaze from the distant scenery, 
to apply his pencil to a small memorandum-book which 
lay beside him, as though noting down the land-marks and 
bearings of the coast. In this occupation, no suspicions 
Were excited in the. minds of the sailors stationed at the 
different haliards, who had before that seen him often 
similarly engaged when entering or leaving port. And it 
must be confessed, that neither the great circumnavigator 
Cook, of early celebrity, nor any of the best hydrographers 
of the day, ever felt deeper interest, or paid fpreater at- 
tention to a survey, than poor Burton upon this occasion. 
The most minute alterations in aspect or position, as the 
cottage receded from his view, were accurately ^ timed,' 
as it is termed : each window as succes»ve]y ehut m by 
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other objectB, (and, by-the*by, be was very intently ocea- 
pied in vainly wishing some one of them would open,^ wtt 
minuted to the moment. When the body of the buridiBg 
had &ltogether divappeared^ the chimney-tops, and era 
*• the smoke which so gracefully curl'd,' as the poet hath 
it, announcing that Mistress Tiller's culinary labours hid 
begun, and that Tom's coppers were heated for breakftM. 
Every trifling circumstance appeared to bis strained eye 
an object of considerable interest. 

Burton's soliloquizing was destined to be disturbed hj 
intruders, who participated in none of his present feelingi. 
The officers having breakfasted, some returned upon deck. 
The master was the first to accost the lieutenant-— 

'^ Cume, Burton," said the blunt north countryman, 
^^ come, I '11 look out — bear a han doon to your breakfast, 
or you MI come in for monkey's allowance." 

^ I want no breakfast," briefly replied Burton 

" Luckily for you, my boy/* returned Stowel, •* for the 
idlers* have been swaying away on all top-ropes with the 
soft' tack, and the purser has razeed the round o' beef 
down to the floor- futtocks of the dish. Well !-^is she all 
trimmed ?" 

^' Yes, I believe so," said Burton, looking aloil, for the 
first time since the people went to breakfast ; ^* perhaps 
the main yard's rather fine— but, you know, we musVt 
disturb the men from their meals/' 

" Why, 'Quarter-master," said Stowel, with surpnse, 
and looking at the binnacle, ^^ how '^ this ? You 're a 
couple o' points to wind'ard o' your course." 

^^ The leaflenant told me to haul her up. Sir." 

^' No wonder the main-yard 's rather ^ne,^' said Stowel, 
sarcastically. 

^< Yes," said Burton, ^' I desired him. I was anxious 
to keep the a— to keep the— cot — that is, the harbour's 
mouth, open to a—" 

*^ 'Gad, I wish you a — kept your own shoot, and said 
nought aboot it. You 'd look rather blue, if by altering 
the course, the brig came boomp on a rock !" 

* SoisMB, Pimtr, Sec. &c. 
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^^ Rock ! Stuff I — I suppose," said Burton, ^^ we kaow 
the coast just as well as you, Mister Soundiogs/' 

•• Know the coast — the de'il thank you — you 've had 
jour, run of it o' lata Weel, ha* ye any observations that 
will do for my remark-book ?"* If you have, let me over- 
haul 'em, they may sarve a body wi* the Big Wigs at 
Soomerset Hoose." 

^^Why, just before,'' said Burton, ^' we shut the cottage 
in " 

^* Shoot in !" said the master, <^ aye, 1 think ffou "re 
shoot oot there for a spell," and turning on his heel, he 
left him to conjectdre what might be implied by an obser- 
vation which seemed to have a reference to last evening's 
transactions, of which no one on board could, he thought, 
be cognizant but himself. Here the first lieutenant ap- 
peared on deck, and in a somewhat similar strain, ex- 
pressed bis surprise, that he had not yet repaired to the 
gunroom — 

*^ I 'm afraid you 're ill, if you can 't eat your allowance. 
I 've oflen heard, that a man in love has no more stomach 
than an ostrich." 

A youngster of an ' Academite^^ as the pupils of the 
Royal Naval Academy at Portsmouth are nick-named, 
remarked with a laugh, the simile was a strange one ; for, 
said he, ^^ 1 've read in natural history, that he's an ovipa- 
rous brute^ and when he 's hard up for prog, can digest an 
iron crow-bar on a pinch." 

Burton, after enduring the taunts of his companions, on 
his loss of appetite and unusual dejection of spirits, for 
5ome time with philosophic nonchalance^ found the fire of 
these wags waxing too hot for him. The young catechist 
of the academy, presuming upon his being rather a favour- 
ite with him, remarking, " now, I 'm afraid, Mr. Burton, 
you 're attacked with jealousy, or the jaundice, for I 'm 
sure there 's something yellow in your eye," the seniors 
of the party set up a laugh at the youngster's drollery ; 

* Matten in the navy, hj a judicious regolation of Uie Nary Board, 
at Somerset House, are required to make a return of every thing remark- 
able they may observe, in the different ports they visit, in the conru of a 
cmize.— A practiee which materially contribatea to the acqaircment of 
correct information ai to both geography and hydrography. 
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and the lieutenant was fain to abandon the field to tbe 
witling, and retired to bis cabin without condescending i 
reply. 

From musing on his change of situation, he began to 
think with himself, how he could render it more toleraUe, 
and the first thing which occurred, as a palliatiye to the 
pains of absence, was to provide something, as a substi- 
tute, which might represent his inatnaraia to the so as ca . 
To see — to feel — any thing which bore her impress o» 
resemblance, must, he thought, tend to tranquillize bjs 
agitated feelings ; he therefore determined, while the 
traces of her beauty were fi-esh in his recollection to 
transmit them to some firmer medium of memory, Hm 
the medullary membrane of the brain, where it was very 
possible the activity of the mind might wear them out, or 
render the outline ill-defined, or its colouring confused 
to the imagination. He, therefore, resolved to attempt 
lier portrait, frojn recollection, while the latter was vivid; 
nor was he without other resources, whereby he expected 
to beguile the tedious hours of protracted absence. He 
formed to himself a project, for keeping a journal or per- 
sonal narrative of his feelings, and the state of his heart ( 
rather than (as it is too much the custom with the pub- 
lished narratives in the present dayO of the excellent 
breakfasts eaten here, and bad dinners there, by the intel- 
ligent narrator, for the benefit of future generations. On 
this he also resolved to set to work immediately, and opea 
by a description of the efiect produced on his sensibilities 
in the morning while observing the features of the harbour, 
dl)d looking his last on its beautiful scenery. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



THE CRUIZE. 



fOn deck, beneath the ihading canvaes spread, 
Rodmond a roefiil tale of wonders read, 
'*■ Of dragons roaring on the enchanted coast, 
The hideous goblin, and the yelling ghost. 

Falconeb. . 

The state of mind engendered by a long continued 
cruize, on a lone station, without change of locality or 
incident to enliven the dull sameness of prescribed duty, 
will be appreciated in some degree by those who have 
performed what is termed a voyage by sea. By this term, 
we are not to be understood, as meaning a drenching in 
a Berwick smack, or a smoking in a Scotch steamer from 
Leith to London : — though be it always recollected — 
^^ Salva reverentia Scientise"--^hat notwithstanding all 
our strong professional predilections, and the lover-hke 
devotion with which we, as it were, idolize a square-rigged 
ship as a beautiful being instinct with life, perception, 
and volition ; we are none of those, who would throw 
stumbling blocks in the way of the ^^ march of infant intel- 
lect," much less, presume to speak disparagingly of smoke 
or smoke-^'ocAr^, however hideous or unsightly they must 
appear to an eye accustomed to detect and linger over 
the excelling beauties dbcoverable by the nautical critic 
in a British man-of war. Possibly we may be told this is 
childish, or at least unphilosophical ; but satisfied we are, 
that ere, perhaps, a very few months are over, there will 
be found to sympathize with ourselves, another class of 
our countrymen, and that by far the most numerous, whoso 
predilections are destined to suffer as great a shock as our 
own, in consequence of the substitution of the stern 
agency of iron and machinery, for sinews and animal 
labour. This observation is meant to apply to that class 
of men, who (inheriting from their ancestors, like the 
Arab of the Desert, a passionate attachment for, and cher- 
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ishing with a sort of family pride, the parcliment wbici/ 
records the puHty of the racer's blood, and bis noble de- 
scent for ages, from sires of high renown) are doomed ere 
4ong to witness a similar revolution in the history, and an 
equal depreciation of the hitherto almost mea^urelev 
value and unsullied ancestral pretensions of that noUe 
animal, erst, our nation's pride. 

Tiie voyager who, peradventure, hath crossed the wild 
Atlantic, passed either tropic, or doubled either of the 
great southern capes of Africa or America, may not be 
inaptly compared, however unconscious he may be of the 
resemblance, to a barometer. Indeed, on examination^ 
he will find his feelings, and, it may be added, his very 
faculties, are as completely under the influence of the 
dements, as the bark itself, in which he ^* braves the 
breeze," or buffets the billow. So long as swiftly im* 
pelled, though with a steady impetus, and little or no un* 
easy motion, the ship continues to fly through the water, 
with a ^^ flowing sheet," ^ that is to say, with that sort of 
steady favourable breeze, which may be said to set them- 
selves and their ^^ sails asleep,'' all is serenity and sunshine 
afloat. Every countenance, however dark or tawny, not 
excepting even that of the black cook Pompey, at the 
^^ cabouse," indicates fair. But let the breeze become 
light or variable — let it, with characteristic fickleness, veer 
about, or ^^ flicker in flaws," what restless anxiety per* 
vades every feature ! what fluctuations between hope and 
fear usurp alternate dominion in every bosom on board ! 
To follow up the metaphor still further : should the breeze 
draw round to a quarter adverse to their course, the clouds 
lower, or sky look threatening, how like the metal in the 
harometer, sinks, by marked and perceptible gradations, 

* Oar repugnance to « lubberly'' |>bnue8 here, preventf m qaotiag a 
patiage, from what the critics judiciously term '* the Mariner^* frcoii- 
/(^/ sonc, wherein the author sings of a ** JVet sheet, and a flowing 
sea /" — Puling nonsense. — Doubtless the author soai'^where heard of a 




said to have a *^ flowing sheet," when the wind crosses the line of her 
course at risht angles, that is to say, a ship itteering south, with the 
wind at west, has a flowing sheet ; for if she were <* close hauled," shk> 
would lie two points nearer to the wind^riz.—.S. S. IV, 
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Uie mercurial spirit of the man, as the wind chops rounds 
and stares him in the face like a refractory tandem-leader, 
or the weather becomes worse: while those unhappy 
foeiDgs of the sombre and saturnine cast, become yet more 
intensely silent, sullen, and morose, until they are again 
relieved from a state bordering on despondency, by a fa« 
▼curable wind and fair weather. 

Far diflferent are the objects which give pleasure, the 
motives which actuate, and the anticipations which invoke 
and challenge the daring spirit ef the vigilant cruizer. 
Little cares, or recks he, whether the l^lue surface of the 
uniathomed deep be soflly ruffled by the sultry southern 
breeze^ or the upturned bosom of the ocean be widely 
agitated by Boreas' bitter blasts provided the iickle ele- 
ment favours him in chase, or spares him those spars for 
whose safety he is as solicitous as the sweeping falcon for 
the wings which whirl him irresistibly on his prey. 

Not that a cruize per sCt or unconnected with its pro- 
bable ultimate consequences, can be considered quite so 
agreeable a party of pleasure,>when, perhaps, ^the sun dis- 
dains to shine' for days — the stars, too, neglect to light up 
their beacon fires to assist the doubtful steersman during 
the lonely mid- watch — or the uncertain moon refuses to 
lend her light for weeks together. For two-thirds of the 
cruize, perhaps you are buried under water, with hatches 
battened down — your ears stunned with the unceasing noise 
of creaking bulkheads — your nose assailed with the foul 
effluvia of the fresh water (^ name it not, ye chaste stars'), 
which your thirst compels you to strain through your set- 
teeth ; while keen uncompromising hunger makes you 
murder by mouthfuls the white-bodied, black-headed, 
bargemeUy^ that breed and swarm in the dusty biscuit. 
Little would it boot us here to describe the yearnings of a 
young stomach even for this hard fare, or attempt to entice, 
in idea, the dandy yac^itman who resigns himself each 
summer to ^ ruff it along the coast on a rump-steak and a 
bottle of Port,' to make one of the cock-pit dinner party; 
and partake of the aldermanic feast which we have seen 
every day, of every year provided from the never failing 
dish of a fat ^ double-piece of pork,'— K)r a lean joint of 
iiard ^ salt junk,' of mahogany hue. Nor do we imagine 
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that any lady, however nautically, or naughtily, dispofled 
to brave the dangers of the deep, 'sighing for love,' as her 
inamorato must be presumed to be ^ for glory,' is likely to 
be 'ticed away from her mamma by the ante-past (if' her 
imagination be strong enough to realize the idea) of a com- 
fortless cup of cold pea- coffee, sweetened with treacle; 
which is the sailor^s only substitute for that nerve-twitchiDg, 
vapour-engendering, sleep-banishing beverage of oar 
modern females, Hyson tea. 

Always excepting the present day, consecrated by even 
the working classes to the cultivation of the most abstrose 
science : and also excepting all places sanctified by the 
presence of a Mechanic's Institute, of a Lecturer, or even 
a Sub-director of the ^ March of Intellect,' it must be ad- 
mitted that there is no other time or place so well calco- 
lated as a noviciate at sea to inculcate morality — m^d 
asperity of manners— cure self-sufficiency, or bring young 
puppies, or old women, of either sex, so completely to 
their bearings as pending a cruize of this nature. Two 
or three months spent in tossiner about in the Atlantic 
would do more towards regenerating a man, and banish- 
ing unsocial propensities, or oflfensive peculiarities, thau 
perhaps all the books that ever were written on the subject 
of Ethics. As this school of reform escaped the notice of 
Chesterfield, it is to be hoped that his next editors wiU 
admit in their preface that this nobleman was a perfect 
ignoramus. Nor was that chimney-sweeper at all out in 
his reckoning who threatened his only son, whom he was 
bringing up to the profession^ that unless an immediate 
amendment was observable in his conduct and demeanor, 
he would make a midshipman of him, and send hiia to sea 
to learn manners. This moralist, though not himself in- 
sensible to ^ climbing ambition,' corrected it with discre- 
tion, and must be presumed to have known something of 
nauticals as well as of nature. How unlike the probable 
critics of these pages ! 

So much for the philosophy of the profession ! 

PBPABTURE. 

The day of their departure was fine> and with a fiivour- 
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able breeze, and exactly such as the adventurers could 
have desired io all respects but one ; namely, that it hap- 
pened to be Friday — a day of omen dire to the supersti- 
lioaB seamen. Yet, though the sky was clear, and the 
wind propitious, the prospect of returning to their former 
cruiadng station, which had hitherto been' very unproduc* 
live, seemed to throw a damp on the buoyancy of spirit^ 
which is so generally observable in a crew when starting 
afresh for sea. 

Had Burton remained on deck, or within hail of their 
raillery, he might have served his messmates in good stead 
in the dearth of other amusements ; but that officer, from 
the specimen which he had had in the morning of a very 
general disposition to be merry at his expense, resolved to 
yield to the storm, rather than subject himself to the alter- 
native of resenting that mirth which might unfortunately 
assume the aspect of impertinence. In fact, he was a 
laughter-loving soul himself; and, under any other cir- 
cumstances, had he even been its object, would rather 
have promoted than repressed a joke. But, it will be re- 
collected, that this was not the sole reason for his retiring 
to his cabin, where he had already availed himself of the 
assistance of the run-a-way book-binder's apprentice to 
provide himself with a neat haU-bound volume of foolscap, 
doubled, so as to be portable ; which was to be set apart 
for collecting and recording a detail of the occurrences on 
the cruize : or, to speak with a stricter adherence to truth, 
intended to be the depository of those secret reflections, 
those anxieties and forebodings, which he felt would be his 
lot until his return. 

In fact, had he allowed the youth to have exemplified 
his art in gilding and lettering the volume, the lad, who 
had, in common with many, heard whispered the state of 
his employer's heart, and was a wag in his way, would not 
have hesitated to have emblazoned on its back the happily 
alliterative title " Love Log.''^ 

The first page had, before the captain's steward knocked 
at his door, been embellished by a slight sketch of a cer- 
tain young lady ; and the portrait was only laid aside in 
kit-cat, to prepare himself for dining, by invitation, with 
bis captain : who kindly afforded him this opportunity of 

15* 
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avoiding tiie necessity of incurring the badinage and banl 
of the ^n-room gentry. 

In pursuance of Stauncli's good-natured plan, be i 
tained his guest rather longer thao was his custom i ~ 
dinner ; and, without ever intending to satisfy then 
as to the source from whence we derived this ialbrinatiii 
we are assured that the conversation insensibly turn 
upon a subject which naturally must have excited tbe^u 
osity of the captain ; and proved, considering tlie confidt 
lial terms on which they were, not an unacceptable oppot 
tuoity to Burton for disclosing his roind, 

" Fill up your glass, Burton, and I '11 give you a toast, 
fiaid the captain — " though, you dog, you hardly desor 
it at my hands, considering the jealous care you took 
conceal your fair Rosamond from my sight." 

Burton blushed, conscious of what was about to folloi 
possibly the tint on his cheek was a little deeper from f 
collecting there was something disingenuous in that part 
Ilia conduct. 

The wine was already sparkling in the glass to the bru 
when Staunch raised it to his lips, exclaiming — "■ 1 'II p 
you the Emily of Dartmouth — may you soon be her col 
mandor." 

" Thank you — thank you. Sir, for your kindness. 
wish I could cherish a hope." 

" D n it, don'i be down- hearted, man — ^ a faint hM 

never won fair lady.' She 's a prize worth having-< 
incer. craft you couldn't wish to handle — besides, sbe *| 
4'reight worth venturing for — dnubloons and ingots." 

" Ah, Sir," said the lieutenant, with a sigh, " I wouli 
were her owner." 

" What 's to prevent il, man ? — You 've a claim of • 
vsge. Recollect, man, 1 nearly expended my second lia 
tenant on her" 

■* I fear I shall live, Sir, to wish that happy moment wbl 
i snatched her from death had been my last." 

'' Phoo ! phuo : that wish will be better limed ader yi 
are spliced awhile, and you have tasted tbe miseries 
nialrimony.'' 

" With such an angelic creature, 1 feet that would 1 
impossible." 
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^* Bravo, my pr&uas ekeodUer! — I thought so once with 
the poor lost mother of mjr own fiae boys ; but I have 
jknoim what a matrimonial squall is, too, when long in 

- ^ That, from you, I confess surprises me, except it be 
m/bfomde parler — for I had considered you another proof 
that naval men uniformly make the truest husbands and 
ftndest fathers/' 

^^ Granted : and believe me half the sentiment in the 
song— 

* In every me« thej^ find a friend, 
^ In every port a wife,' 

is a flagrant libel on the profession — though poor Dibdin, 
I think 'twas he, was a friend who meant us well. '^ 

^^ If it be true at all, it can only be applicable ' to tlie 
lower order, and unthinking clasa of our sailors." 

^* Avast there. Burton— my experience is longer than 
your's. — Do they ever neglect their allotments to their 
wives ? — and you Ml acknowledge the privations of many 
of the^ fine fellows are severe. I suppose you've won 
the girl, of course : — but have you weathered on the 
mother ?" 

Here Burton shook his head. 

" Oh, there you 're taken aback — well, how does the 
old boy look up ?" 

^^ Ah, Sir, I 'm afraid he looks down ; for you know he 
seta great store by the girl, and talks of her perfections 
^ as if he were as much in love with her as I am." 

*' Well, but if it comes to the worst — suppose you 
were to make a cutting-out work of it ? I dare say the 
girl herself wouldn't give the alarm." 

While musing on the proposal which, probably, had he 
reason to calculate on his mistress's encouragement, 
would have been, long ere this, put into execution, the 
current of his thoughts was interrupted by the drum beat- 
ing to quarters on deck. Be not alarmed, ^ gentle reader ! ' 
this is no prelude to uproar, violence, or the din of battle ; 
but, on the contrary, a custom invariably enforced on board 
ships of war long before our time, to ensure security to 
his majesty's vessels ; and propriety and sobriety among 
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ilioir crewB. At thb iignol it is usual Cut the men to re- 
pair to their quariera and pass muster ; here they, and tbn 
guns, are examined to see that every thing is in readinets 
test they might be surprised iu the night; as well ae to 
discover how far they have complied with those strict and 
salutary regulations in the service relative to the enforce- 
ment of sobriety. Indeed, ao strictly has this regulation 
been carried into effect by some officers, that we fia 
known the whole crew to htive been obNged to poBsin 
view before the commander ; and irthe slightest sympb 
of presumed inebriety were observable, the delinquent, 
bis only chance of escape, was compelled to ' walk t 
plank ' (not u ia pirate, into the sea) ; but in sober tri 
to dnd his way from one end of a plank in the deck 
the other, without daring to entrench on the black li 
uaulking on either aide : a difficulty which a aober Ion 
■nan would find insuperable, while disturbed in bis eq 
librium by the rolling motion of the ship ; whereas Ji 
has GO me times been known to triumph in this species 
ordeal, albeit half-Heaa over. 

Aware of the punctual attendance of his captda l^ 
those occasions, who perhaps was as anxious to diBp 
his moderation at lahle, or to prove, in fact, that be i 
as competent, as the best, to walk a plank, if requite 
the lieutenant rose to retire, and accompanied the ( 
mander on deck- 

From the press of eail carried throughout the day, 
brig had made considerable progress, and perfori 
nearly two*thirds of the distance towards her desti 
cruizing ground ; south-west of Scilly- As it is I 
iiuently found to occur with easterly winds, the br« 
lulled with the setting )iun, and before dark nearly d 
away. The night was aofl and beautifully serene — 
moon shone brightly, and silvered the surface of 
gently undulatmg sea — the lower sails were flapf^ 
against the masts, while the lighter canvass alofl occaai 
ally caught ihe resuscitating breath of the upper curi 
of air, which was scarcely sufficient to keep steerage t 
on the vessel. 

The .hammocks had been piped down ; and Burt 
whose watch it was, now relieved Hasly of his charge. 
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'•• There you have her, my boy — fine night for the idlers 
and fair weather birds. But mind, if a breeze should 
spring up, don't be singing out to man your^ ' Camper- 
down,' for the ' royal ' clewhnes, or your *• Crank's * for 
the studding-sail down-hauls," said Hasty, dartmg down 
the ladder without affording an opportunity for a retort 
from Burton, had he been in the vein. After walking the 
deck for two hours, as was his custom during the ^ first 
watch,' the captain bade the lieutenant good night, and 
retired to rest. The order book, which was to apprise 
him of the captain's intention in the event of any change 
of wind or weather during the night, was put into his 
hand by the steward, and he was left to pace the deck 
alone. 

The tranquil character of the scene, the soft balmy 
breath of the night, and the solitary aspect of her com- 
paratively deserted deck, tosrether with the stillness of re- 
pose which pervaded every quarter of the ship, but now 
and then interrupted by the creaking of the jaws of the 
gaff against the mast, all proved insufficient to restore our 
lieutenant to the equal tenor of his mind. Mis step was 
irregular — he occasionally apostrophized himself, — and 
again his mistress. With arms folded, and head bent 
downward, he wound bis devious way, regardless of the 
obstacles which presented themselves on the deck, and 
was only roused from a solih^quy on the difficulties 6f his 
situation by tumbling over one of the carronnade slides, 
which obstinately refused to give place to the vigorous as- 
sault of bis shin-bone. Recalled to his recollection by 
the pain resulting from this accident, his attention was 
soon arrested by a group on the forecastle ; who, availing 
themselves of the fineness of the weather, and in the full 
presumption that during the remainder of their watch 
there would be nothing to do in the way of trimming or 
altering the position of the sails, had imperceptibly been 
attracted together, like children round a nurse gifted with 
mystic lore and fairy legend, in the hope of being amused 
with a tale from a seaman, whose talents at description, 
and adroitness in nautical metaphor, had procured him the 
distinguishing appellation of ^^ Twisting Tom^^^ and esta- 
blish^ his pre-eminence over every man in the ship in 
ipioniog, as it is termed by sailors, 
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A YARN. 

^^ CoaKE, Tom," said a topinan who had just been re- 
lieved from the wheel, *^ come, tip us a twist — oneo' 
your thoro'-bred starers, you know." 

" Well ! well !" says Tom, who was never at a lost for 
' a yarn,' — "will 's the word, and you Ml weather the wont j 
so off she f^oes — rapfull and she flies — 

^^ Well, you must first of all know, as soon as I was oat 
o' my time, and gets clear 6* the chap I was bound to, 
(for, you see, he ^d a double- walled colt in his fist from 
morn till night,) I ships in the Sarahs at Bristol, outers 
bound for Jamakce. She was one o' your deep-waisted 
crafl as was rose on ; and always risked the run for the 
market. 

^< WeU, we sailed on a Valentine's day, what unfortnnly 
fell on a Friday. We M a stock o' live-lumber aboard, u 
crammed every chink in the cabin. Let *s see — there wis 
a couple o' your West- Ingee planters ; — one, a good sort 
of fellow enough, for he'd always at hand a throat-seiziog* 
or so, for the man at the helm ; but t' other was a regular 
built Pyawe, a plattcr-faced chap, with more jaw nor a 
jay in a calm ; but come on a breeze, and he 'd dive like a 
duck. Then we 'd a curnei of one o' your Quamino rige- 
!ncns — an old ball-headed buffer, with an eye like a firrit, 
and a nose, aye, as *ou'd fairly strike fire like a flint, 
flcavo the log when you would, he'd freshen his nip; 
for 't was all one to him which went the fastest, the ship or 
the bottle. Then we *d his wife ; a wizend-old hag, more 
iiotr'd t in the back nor the B'dly\ herself. She 'd a wort 
i>\\ her cheek as big as a topmast-stay-mouse, and her hide 
altofrether was as tough and as tanned os the top of a galf- 
taucle boot. Then she 'd a daufthter ; the dientical build 
as herself, but rather more bluff in the bows, and flat on 
the floor — A niece, too ; one o' your Creole- built craft, 
with a counter as clean as a clipper, and just as much 
breadth on the beam as to make her stand up to her 
sticks : — and, to clinch the con9arn, we 'd a crazy old 
craft, as they used to call nurse ; more shrivelletl in the 

' In Uiit tense, applied at a glass of grog. 
r Nautice — broken hacked. r 

' The Rojal YTiiliam, many yean san^«^\^ ^^> %^v\bita!i. 
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r&ce nor a fisherman's fingers — 'sides a two-fisted ^Ae-sar^ 
vant-maid, as could wap any chap in the ship. 

*' Well, you know, as soon as the mop was put onl o' 
commission,* and we crosses the line, and gets in the 
trades-^here was tarn the tables — for, 'stead of grunting 
and groaning below, there was nothing but dining, and 
dancingf and Bobs-a-dying on deck from daylight till dark. 
There was the goggle-eyed daughter a blowing the Gram* 
[lust with the platter-faced planter, whenever he caulked 
upon deck;| — while t'other, you know, — the good na- 
lured chap, was chasing the Creole from stem to stem, and 
running all sorts o' rigs to weather her wake« Well, then^ 
we 'd Sangaree-Jack, as we called him» as was either swig- 
ging away, or practizeing his pops at a mark — while hid 
wizen-old- wife, was axing more questions about the course, 
and compass, and wind, and weather, and what-not, in a 
watch, nor would fill a battle-ship's log in a twelve-month : 
for, you see, she was one o' your long-headed hags — one 
o' your lamed, you know : why, bless your heart, she W 
make you believe an eel was a reg'lar built sarpent, and a 
crab nothing more nor a spider — and as for your speri- 
raents ; salt- water- Jack was a fool to her. Why the first- 
mate used to swear — one Moore, a young fellow from 
Shields — the best tempered chap in the world — he'd work 
a crajft through the eye of a needle — well, he used to swear 
— ^aye, often and o(\en, — she 'd still rum out o' backy, or 
bring a red-herring to life when she liked. 

** Well, howsomever, we 'd this sort o' work for more 
nor a week — when — let 's see — 't was exactly the 20th 
of March, aye, the ^Oth of March (for I'll mind it as 
long as I live), when just as the skipper was shooting 
the sun,§ and the ship no more, by our reck'ning, nor 
fifty-four leagues from the land, (the north-end o' Ja- 
roidcee, you know,) who should come aft but old San- 
garee-Jack, with a gun in his fist (for, you see, we 'd a 
bit of a breeze at the time), to slap at a couple o' Carey'sll 

* Sea-tickne«s over. 

t A practical joke— throwing a backet of water opoD a pen on when 
sleeping OD deck, 
t Sleeping; on deck. § Shooting the Sun—taking an obscnafion. 

If Mother Carey's chicken?. 
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as was dodgingf about ; and dipping their wings io Uie 
wake o' the ship, the most o' the morn. Well, as Boon 
as we seed what old bald-head was up to ; afl i^ies the 
skipper, forgetting the sun, and singing out like a soger 
— ' Stand-fast your fire — stand fast, you infamal old foolf 
— (for the skipper, you see, was one o^ your reg'lar-bmlt, 
upright-downright chaps, as never cared nothing for do 
one,) — D 'ye know what you 're a-doing, you lubberly IoIk 
star,' says he, — ' d *ye know what you 're a-doing ?' * Do- 
ing?' says Sangaree-Jack, ^•you'U see,' says he, *'m a 
crack ;' when slap he fires, and unfortuiCly brings dbwa 
the nearest bird ! 

^^ Well, a child might 'ave levelled the skipper ! I never 
seed such a change in a man. He tamed for awhile as 
pale as a sheet ; and it wasn't that he wanted for pluck, 
— for you see, as soon as he came to himself a bit, — if it 
liadn't been for the mate, he 'd-a made the old bufier jump 
overboard — aye, and moreover, he floored one of the 
planters, for 'tempting to take the part of the soger. Bot 
the worst was, the way they made light o' the matter* 
^ Why don't you lower down the boat,' says Sangaree- 
Jack, as uncon^arned, aye, as a judge passing sentence 
o' death. ^ Why, don*t you pick up the bird,' says be. 
* Pick up the devil!' says Bob^ *> what an't you already 
done mischief enough ? It would serve ye,' says Bob, 
^ no more nor you ought to be sarv'd ; to tarn to, and tar- 
and-fcather you, and tow >ou astarn on a grating for the 
rest o' the flock to feed on your ricketty carcass.' — ^ So 
it wouUi^^ says the skipper. ^ But never mind, Mistei 
Moore,' says he, — " clap it all in the log. They shall 

know it at Lloyd's ! or I 'm d d !' says he, shaking hie 

fist at. the soger ; ^ but if -any thing happens to the ship, 
I Ml bring it all un your lubberly back ! and what's more— 
the underwriters shall stop it out o' your pay.' 

" Well, you know, there was the devil to pay and no 
pitch hot — for the women, you see, must put in Uieir oar. 
There was the old-un, brgging and praying to come to no 
words ; as she was the cause on it all. ' 'T was /,' says 
she, ^ as axed the curnel, to kill me the bird to stuff.' 

' Stuff h ,' says the skipper — ^ an't you stuffing your 

body from mom till night ?' ' My body ? ye monster 1 
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«i]FS the^ (for I imndB every word, just as well aa I hard 
it tkia minute) — ^ Why, ye bmte,' saya ahe, ^'twaa the 
IM^i aa I wanted to stuff;' for you see, ahe was is one 
•* your aperiment fits the whole o' the morn. 

*<WelC you koow, after a breeze, — ^in course there 
oomea a bit of a lull — still, there were more black, nor 
bright looks oa deck, the most o* the day. The skippei 
wouldn't dine in the cabin — no, not he, nor break biscuit ; 
nor drink a drop the whole a'ternoon. No one could gel 
him below — there he walkt^l the deck, passing the passen> 
gera on opposite tacks. Sometimes speaking to himselt 
— sometimes biting his nails, sometimes taking the quid 
out of his mouth, and lieavinff it far to leeward, like a man 
aa. waa vexed. Then he 'd slap his thighs or clinch his 
fist : again he 'd look to wind'ard, and shake his head-^ 
tliea look alofl, and drop it again with his eyes fairly rivet- 
ted into the deck. — There wasn't a man in the ship but 
thought he was mazed. 

*' Though we 'd a fine breeze, with every thing on her, 
low and alofl ; I 'm blessed, afore dark, if he didn't shorten- 
aail to close- reefed- taucles and foresail ; and only for Bob 
Moore, I. 'm sartain he *d a sent down the yards, and struck 
the to*gallant-masts. 

^* Well, there we were, with a fair wind» and as fine a 
night aa ever was seed on the seas, — going away large, 
not showing as much canvass as would kiver the ship's 
cpippany's hats. All night long the skipper stays upon 
deck. D-— n the bit, till daylight, he 'd budge below. 
Then when he see'd the sun rise, shining as bright as 
donbleloon out o' the mint ; and that it was aa fine a morn 
aaajDy o' your feather-bed birds could wish ; up he comes, 
with a smile on his mug, and says to the mate — ^ Moore, 
my boy,' says he, ^crack-on her again — it 's all blown over, 
I hope !' ' Why, I hope so,' says Bob ; * but if 1 was 
you. Sir,' says he, ^ I 'd now tarn in for a bit of a spell.' 
^ Ah I' said the skipper, ^ there 's no one needs it more. 
No tongue can tell the trouble I 've had on my mind — so 
here 's take your advice,' says he, and down he dives. 

*>^ Well, you may suppose, where there were no more 
hands in ia watch, than could fairlv hoist a to'gallant-sail. 

Vol. 1.— 16 
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without the help of a handy-Billy^^* the standing part o^ 
the morn was pretty well taken up, in letting out reefe^-^ 
setting studden-sails, and clapping on every rag as wodd 
draw. It was six bells afore every thing, low and ak>ft 
was trimmed — about the time the cabin-^ used to cone 
upon deck to shake their feathers, and snuff the breexe ; 
and just as old Sangaree-Jack pop'd his pate over the 
companion-hatch, we feels a thump, (for the ship was 
going Uwixt eight or nine knots at the time,) as if she *d 
suddenly struck on a rock. ^ What the devil 's that?* sud 
the mate, flying forward, and running out on the bowsprit, 
to see what it was. ^ It must be a wreck !' says he ; ^ 'kase, 
by my reck'ning,' says he, ^ weVe exactly forty-four leagues 
from the land ;' as much as to say, you. know, it couldn^t 
be arocA;." 

" WelK I suppose, Hwas nothing more nor a craft, 
bottom up," interrupted a top-man, impatient to arrive at 
the sequel. 

^* Handsomely ! handsomely, bo' ! — ^you '11 have it ia 
time. — Well, you know, the ship was brought regMariy 
up, all standing — she 'd no more way on her, no^ nor H* 
she 'd been fast by the nose. < Heave here the grains,' 
says Bob, to one Bill Lawson, a Sunderland lad — a young 
chap, you know, as never made a West-Ingee vyage afore. 
• The what ?' says Bill. 

" ' Why, the grains^ you bur-throated- beast,' says Bob, 
though he 'd a coal in his guzzle himself. ^ Do you wast 
the ship to be jammed like Jackson ?' 

^^ Well, you know, seeing there was a bit of a breeze 
twixt Bill and the mate, I lets go the wheel, for 't was 
my trick at the time, gives it to a bit of a boy, and for'ard 
[ flies out on the bow-sprit to Bob. ^ Did you ever see 
such a sight ?' says Bob ; and no more never I did — for 
there was the whole sarfus o' the sea, for more nor a 
mile, in one black, moving mass of frisking flns." 

<^ Small holm, Tom," said one of the group. 

^^ It's as true as I 'm here," says Tom, endeavouring, 
by the gravity of his face, and earnestness of his manner, 
to overcome the incredulity of his staggered auditory. 

* Jigger-pnrclivsv^, a small tstckle so designated by teamvB; 
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*^ They w«re as thick as mites in a cheese ; and spread 
far and firm enough, to 'ave brought-up the whole channel- 
flee! ; aye^ and Billy-Blue to boot, in the Willy de-Parry, 

*^ Welly by this time, you know, Bob had Iain-out on 
the spritsail' yard-arm with Uie grains in his fist. There 
he was, sitting astride on the stick, for all the world like 
the pictur-sign you see of Saint Creorge a horse-back, 
8ar?ing out the dragon with the sargeant's pike. ^ / ^U 
make a lane,' says he, ^ or fork a few on 'em, I '11 warrant' 
— *and if he didn't, no matter. He killed forty or fifty, 
afore he knew where he was." 

" What! Beneties^ Tom ?" said one of the forecastle - 
men, with an incredulous leer at his companion. 

** Ah, Beneiies /T—what d'ye think o' that now ? Why 
he tumbled them belly-up, faster than he could Imul 'em 
in. The water was coloured with their blood for miles 
and miles around — the Red Sea was a fool to it. 
• '^ Well, in course. Misses Sangaree-Jack must be in 
for the sport — for the curnel bundles below, and turns 
her out. Up she comes, looking as black as a heavy 
jKor-ncesterof a winter's night. * What!^ says she, with 
a sneer on her snout, and toss of her head, as hove out 
foor of her forenlost grinders ; for, you see, she could 
ship and unship her head-rails whenever she liked. Why. 
in smooth-water weather, you 'd see her, battle-ship fashion, 
showing her two-tier o' teeth,* but come on a cap-full o' 
wind, there was in muzzles — down ports, — and strike 
both tier in the hold — pocketed, you know, as close as 
her purse. ^ Well,' says she, as soon as she picked up 
her snags, as luckily lit in the starboard fore-taucle-haliard 
tub—' Well,' 6ay9 she, sputtering out her words, a'ter 
this sort of fashion, for want of her teeth — < Though it 
theems to be a thin to thoot a tbolitary bird, — yet there 
appears. to be no harm in th'slaughtering fish in thoals:^ 
for you see the folksel was kivered with bleeding Benettes, 
flapping their fins, and tossing their tails, as they gave up 
the ghost." 

Here roars of laughter accompanied Tom's imitation 
of the lisping lady. 

* line of battle ahiiM are oblisied to run in the lower tier of runs, and 
elofe those porti, in a fresh breeze. 
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^^ ^ Exactly, Ma'am,' says Moore, 'kase Bob, you know. 
^ras a bit of a soholard ; and knew the natur, that '0 to 
say, the law o' <the thing, as well as the old wcunan, with 
aU her laroing. < Exactly so. Ma'am,' says he, ^ for one '• 
witfiil murder — and no one^ no, not Neptune biau^, 
':ould bring io the t'other, as either mofi^litttg^lltfr, oti as 
the crowner calls it, ** found feU V-the-seaJ^ * 

'^ WelK you may suppose, this silenced the old lady's Kp. 

" As Bob made a bit of a lane, the ship soon sbof 'd 
through the shoal, and run the fish out o' sight. WeU, 
matters went on as pleasant as you please, 'kase the aiglit 
of fresh grub gag*d all the growlers. There was the 
saucy, old Sarah, for all the world, like one o' your New- 
foundland-Bankers — fish, fisb, fish, scattered all over the 
deck from stem to starn. There was boil, — there was 
broil,— there was 67, — there was fritter, — there wae staikei 
— there was stew,--%uch stuffing I never seed in my day. 

^^ Well, this all goes off very well, till about two beDi, 
in the a'ternoon-watch ; when the man a' the wheel,'-' 
one Dick Williams, a Bristol man-bom, and a thoro'bred 
bruiser — ( I saw him once sarve-out a press-gang in bapit&l 
style) — well, just as the bell strikes two, down he drops, 
in one o' your staggering- bob-fits, with his head in dlfe 
binnacle box. This passes for nothing, you know, at the 
time ; so there was no more to do, nor hand- him below, 
and bundle him into his sack.^ 

^^ Well, nothing happens for more nor an hour. .They *d 
nearly done dinner below in the cabin ; when, looking 
over the taffel — (for the wind was right aft at the time) — 
the mate ohsarves a precious lot of dirt and grease a 
gathering astam. ' This won't do,' says Bob, anid down 
he brushes below to the skipper. ^ We must shorten aSL^ 
Sir,' says he, ^ for it 's looking,' says he— -^ 1 axes your 
pardon, ladies,' — for, you see, Bob was a bit of a iadkM* 
man, — ^ but it 's looking,' says he, ^ as black as — blazes 
astarn.' ^ In with the royals and reef,' says the akimwri 
tossing off the grog in his glass ; and he and old Baii(ft- 
ree-Jack tumbling up from below, after Bob. 

'* Well, you know, the skipper gets scarcely on deck> 

* Hammoek. 
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afore this iofiunud sqaall— -for it followed us iiister nor Bob 
expected— catches the ship — carries away our studdeu- 
sail-booms, aod snaps slap in the slings, the main tausle, 
and to-gallant-yards. There was Bob, letting run here, 
aod hauling down there ; while the skipper was bellow- 
ing and bawling more like a new-made boson, nor a mas- 
ter o' a marchanman— -though no wonder to be sure, for 
this here bird business turned his brain. * Up from be- 
low,' says he, * you skulking sons of ■, up from 
belowi you lubberly beggars ! and save your owner's 
aaila and spars^' 

** Well, out o' fourteen hands, only four comes up 
from below. Two crawls for'ard as well as their pins 
jconld carry them, — but 'a fore the first on 'em fetches as 
fiur as the winMess — dawn be drops as stiff as a midship* 
man ; and brings op t'other right on the top on him ! — 
But bless you, — this was a trifle to the two as tried to 
come aft — they 'd a frightened the devil himself. There 
they were, first sheering to port — then staggering to star- 
board — ^their eyes starting out o' their sockets — froth 
fbauiing out o' their mouths — and every hair on their 
heads as stiff and as straight as a rope-maker's hackle. 
Well, — a'ter making a stand for a while, and a set, like 
one o' your Senegal tigers, at Sangaree-Jack — they both 
gives a groan as would 'ave rent the heart of a hangman^ 
and falls on their faces flat at his feet !— ' See what you 've 
done!-r-see what you 've done ! you d d old scoun- 
drel !' said the skipper, to Sangaree-Jack. * See herCy 
says he, as he baurd one o' the poor fellows out o' the 
gangway, and laid him aside in the water-ways. ^ Down 
below, dive /' says he, — * damme, dive, and send all your 
infamal fry up to clew down the sails.' Well, up comes 
the women, screaming and squalling. Such a nitty never 
was known, ' Oh, Captain ! — Oh, Mister Mate ! — Dear 
Mister Moore !' says Sangarec's wife — coming blarney 
over Bob, in one of her feckshunate fits — for, you see, 
she was one o' your sort as are always d- ■" — d fond of a 
fellow whenever afeard — ' Dear, dear, Mbter Moore,' 
says she, ' is there nothing, nothing can save us ?' — < JVb- 
thingy Ma'anx.!' says Bob, * unless you^ and the ladies 
jump for'ard, and clap-on the tausle clewlinn«,> 
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'< Well, though you may fancy 't wm no langhing nat* 
;er, — when four fine young fellows were laid ftvelch^d 
upon deck, — still, I 'm blessed, but, 'twould 'avemade 
a sick monkey clap on a grin, to've seen the petticoali 
trying to find their way for'ard to the taurile-clesi^linei. 
UowsomeTer, poor souls ! — they didn't fetch far^-lor 
afore they gets to the chestree, down drops the old wo- 
man and her daughter ! 

'* Welly you know, 'twas bad enough afore— Bat now 
t was all up with us — ^for 1 don't know how it is^— 4Nit 
somehow or other, a fellow 's never himself when he seal 
a womiin in any sort o' distress, much more a-dyfaig on 
deck ; so by Bob running here — myself there«-«nd the 
skipper every where, to sarve out assistance, — I 'm blow- 
ed if the ship did'nt broach to, — and slap the three top- 
masts goes over the aide. 

^^ Howsomever, to shorten the yam, — ^there wasn^t 
aoul in the ship, save Bob, Sangaree's niece, (the cMole 
fou know,) and in course Pill Garlick, but kick'd the 
bucket — dropped down as dead as herrings afore the firrt 
•log- watch was» out—" 

** Well, and how came you three to cheat the devil of 
his due ?" asked another inquisitive topman. 

** Why, you see, both Bob and myself bo wsed<«up oar 
(ib-stays abit the night afore ; and in course, as. our cop- 
pers were burning hot the whole o' the day, the littk 
appetite the pair on us had, was all for the drink. And 
yet, your know-nothing sanctificators ore always a-tellmg 
you that drink ^8 the death of a man! — ^Now here, you 
know, 't was the saving o'we — ■" 

*' Well, in course the young lady too was groggy ?" in- 
terrogated Toggle. 

" Why, she never said nothing o' that — but she told 
as, she never tasted as much as a morcel o' the fishF-^ 
. ' for,' says, she, < I thought it too strong for my stomach.' 
** Well, you may suppose, we were now in a terrible 
iness — three topmasts over the side— -blowing blander- 
busses — raining bullets — ^the sky all a-fire with ftst flash- 
ing lightning— the sea foaming froth, like a washerwo- 
man's tub— the deck scattered over with corpses^-enll 
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OQlf Bob, myflelf, aod thii here young lady, .left to nan 
apd .menage the onfort'net barky. 

<* WtiU, ibis aort a' weather laata^ill aunset— When, 
a^a /to myaelf, let 'a.aee how ahe aets. There ahedipa 
in /a low, black hanky as pale and watery, aye,i^a8a 
widow in her weeda. 

^* WtiU, Ihere was nething fsMr us, yoo know bnLto laSh 
tbe Jiehn a-lee, till we sees what sort o' turn things 'ould 
trite. It was all very well till the dark seta in^tlMit tried 
Qurplnok. 1 think I now sees Bob and myaelfwitfa this here 
Miss — Miss Clem— Clem — what the devil whs her name ? 
Lknow 't was as long b« the main-to'bowlin ; but no mat- 
ter; r 11 mind another time. .1 think 1 just sees. the pair 
00 |ia,;with the girl atwixt us, shivering and shaking, Kke 
the sails of a craft in stays — all holding-on by the but* 
wark, — and, every now and again, the unfort'net Jass, 
fliinging like a cat to one or t'other of us, as the lightning 
flashed in her father^s phiz — for yoo see, he lay face 
up, just where he firat dropt abreast o'the hinnacle. 

*^ Not asmncb, no, as a h<A^ macb more a word, passes 
betwixt us, for fonr or five hours. At last, about two 
bdlls jn the middle watch, as we reckoned it— (for Bob 
WBfi «ve»;afeard to look at hiswatch'^ the lightning stops, 
end down again comes the heaviest.iall o'raiaasrever was 
seed atnoe .the flood — Every drop was as big as a two- 
pound abet I — it lulls the wind, and levels the eea aa flat 
as B. pancake. In less than an hour, there wasn't a breath 
onto' the heavens; and the sea was as smooth and as 
glttsay, aye, as a aheet of fresh water ice. 

** Still not as much as a mutter was moaned. For 
three hours or more, Bob's eyes were fixed like a ferrit, 
on one dientical spot on the deck : and the three on us 
kept in our breath, for all the world, like so many fellows 
trying to float on the water. Well, in this sort o'way, 
we stays clustered together till the grey o' the mom :~- 
when just as much light breaks in the east'ard, as a body 
might read the compass-card by : Bob, for the first time 
looking aloft, gives a start as fairly frightened the girl into 
fits. ' See here /' says he, singing out like a soger, and seiz- 
ing me fast by the shoulder — ' look up — look up— there 
they are— there they are ! right overhead.' Well, though 
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it iao't a trifle ai wouliJ startle Tom, I 'm bteased ifl couU 
bring myself, for four or five minutea, to lift as nmA. 
as it lid ; 'kase, yon know, 'twas no pleaiaut thine 
to be looking nlofl, nben the decks belotv ivere kiv 
with dead : — How did 1 know, but 't was some a' t 
■ouls steering for Fidler's Greeo ! — At last Bob lays hit 
o'roy flipper, and logs roe clean out iii the middle o' ' 
deck. ' Don't be afeard,' says he, ' it 's all right. The'v 
had their revpnge — and now, ten to one, they 'II tarn ih* 
tables.' Well, I looks up at last, — and what d' ye thiak 
does 1 see ?" 

" Why old Saogaree's ghost, 1 suppose," said one t 
his most credulous auditors. 

" No, but a flock," continued the narrator, " an< 
reli believe, of the same dientical Careys, as unforleDl] 
old Sangaree shot the bird I'roin, 

"Well — 'Now, Miss,' shjs Bob, trying to cheer* 
the Creole — 'Now, Miss,' says he, Mend us afittt, a 
we'll tarn too with a will, and clear away the wreck.' 

" Well, there was cut away here, and slash away thei 
Hftrd a wealhcr the helm — ai^ both fore-sheets — (f6( 
beautiful breeze springs up with the birds] — clear t! 
decks o' the dead — (and to shorten the yarn, atbre li 
walcb is relieved] — eigbt^^ud-forty hours wasn't over M 
heads, till the barky was bronght up in safety ubreaHtJ 
the Twelve Apostles in Port Royal Harbour. What d' J 
think now of sailing o' a Friday f eiclaimed thisattest^ 
of miracles : who, having first eyed the grnup like ant 
iiuisitor io quest of unbelievers in vain, turned bis bi 
on the watch, singing — 






" Tough enough ai 
<he linguiBi. 



Tom Ton^., 

■' wbiapeteJ c 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

CHANlft:L CFROPING. 

Cftbm'd, eribVd. co&fiii'd. 
\ SoaMdtjrimMlBigMffltepndbeliBethatlie 
^ Gonld altocetfaer call theAMt to miikd ; 
Aad when he did, he foona hiaueU at tea. 

BniON. 

Thb anticiptliaiis x>f the txffioeiB and craw were abuD- 
dandy fttlfilled in the dulneu and dewth of any subject fiyr 
iiSi^teiDent, which characterized their continarace (n this 
■tation — far with the eocception of honieiward-iboiiiHl mer- 
ehABlmeii, and an occasional rencontre with pilot^boatp 
OB the iook-out for ^ips op^chaiuud, ^e month of Sep- 
tefflber and a ftw days of October, were paaeed over in 
^SBB UDvaryinf sameness of prospect and duty^ alike weary 
to the -eye and the animal spints. Indeed, at the best oif 
tioiea, this staitoi was never remarkable for afiordiBg a 
wider field for the enterprise of a croizer, than in oasortl 
raci^ytare; or what was yet a less frequent, as wseil as a 
modi more difficult task-*^he entrapping of some skulk- 
ing prvrateer, or little lugger^gged fox, protected from the 
conseqaences of his prowling by the facility of earthing 
htesiel^ when hard pushed, in an enemy's port in the 
viciRity. 

The first week in October was not concluded, ere a cut- 
ter, ^dispatched from Plymouth, arrived on the station with 
"fiesfa iovders" for Staunch ; and the boat's crew which 
oimvejHMl the beaver of these instructions !on board the 
£jpig|fr«,'comraunioaled,efiMi noce^ a piece cf intelligence, 
rebtiee to on Order in Council issued by the British Cro- 
wndMHt, which, Irom its welcome nature, was hardly an- 
nouneod, ere it <flew through the brig Jihe wildfire. That 
Older in Council ^ad been the result of « policy, as sound 
tt it was josl:; 4md it is only to be vegsetted it had :been 
Bailatei|f acted on : aince the principles as 'weli as tbe ne- 



cessily of prompi interfereace in crippling those reaoBT 
of our active enemy — the French Emperor^ which c 
sbted in n fraudulent trade, carried on under the Amerit 
flag, to cover enemy's properly, and defeat the rights of 
belligerent, had so long previously been detected, and d 
tinctly pointed out, by statesmen in this conotry, more th 
ordinarily conversant with the laws of nations. 

The intelligence, thus conveyed, appeared at first, to ' 
too much in unison with their anxious wishes, and n 
deemed to he of too gratifying a nature to be true : g 
the announcement of a. system, which, from a first imptt 
sioD, might he considered as authorizing a war on Amt 
can property, was treated as unauthentic a led rumour ; i 
as sailors term it, ^ a galley packet.' All doubts were, ha 
ever, subsequently cleared up on the subject, by the effi 
of the receipt oi the inatructiona themselves upon th 
commander'B spirits and reanimated countenance. 

The lieutenant commanding the cutter wrs beset byi 
the officers of the Spitfire ; and doomed to endure a set' 
of questions un every topic, from the ordinary news of 
day. and coramon-phce inquiries after friends in port^ 
that which was uppermost in the thoughts of all : — namt* 
the increaaed probability of making prize-money on I 
station newly assigned them. — A confused m^Ifeof debl 
and of biddings took place among the officers round t 
capatern. — For, on these occasions, the spirit of specn 
tion, BO inherent in man, and nurtured from being pent 
and confined for a period, burst out with redoubled energ 
and proposals were made by geveral, to dispose of th 
scrip or stock in the Bank of Hope, or, to be more i 
plicit, their share of prize-money. Some put up for a 
their share for the first week after arriving at their fati 
destination, which was now discovered to be, ofl* the p 
of L'Orient, in the Bay of Biscay. Others solicited a b 
ding for the produce of a month's cruize ; while the ml 
tcr and purser, having laid their heads together, resolvi 
hke good judges, and men of the world, to risk nottaii 
and neither sell nor buy. Nor was this spirit of specu 
tion confined to the officets alone. The mania seized! 
carpenter, gunner, boatswain, mates, and midshipmen.' 
The prospect of gain, by buying, nu allogethw 
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matical ; while that arising from sale was capable Of being 
rendered a certainty by confidently asking enough. This 
may account for the disparity between the numbers of can* 
didate buyers and sellers, the latter of whom were most 
numerous. And even the Jacks themselves, however un- 
acquainted with the doctrine of chances, or the value of 
life-interest, or interest for long or short periods, were 
found freely sporting the only commodity which they had 
to speculate on with their shipmates — to wit, their grog. 

-Hasty offered a ^ Quarterly BiU^'* for the chance of 
Burton's shore during the first fortnight : an offer which 
miglit be considered very liberal ; but which, contrary to 
bis expectation, was refused. The secret was, that he had 
powerful reasons to woo Fortune by every possible means, 
rather than sport with her possible munificence for so 
trifling a consideration as three months' pay : having 
known some instances within his own experience, of 
officers whose temerity in speculations of this nature, had 
given occasion to many fruitless regrets in afler life. Had 
it been a matter of barter with another ofiicer similarly 
engaged in active service in another ship, and with equally 
good prospects of prize-money, perhaps, like others in the 
profession, he would not have declined entering into an 
engagement to share reciprocally ; because ho would in 
that case be remunerated for the apparent sacrifice made 
by the additional chance thus given. 

But we have tlius long kept the real reason out of sight. 
in order to afford the reader that which is very crUel in a 
writer to refuse ; namely, the pleasure of indulging in 
conjecture. Doubtless it has been anticipated. Burton 
had retired below, and was busily engaged in pouring out 
his soul on a sheet of paper. 

The surgeon, who, from being an Irishman, had a 
natural predilection for speculation, and every thing preg- 
nant with a wager, appeared all in a fret lest Hasty *s 
ardour should cool, and exclaimed, with an eagerness 
calculated to defeat itself, 

^^ Ob, by the powers ! it 's myself that will take your 
offer." 
" Avast there, doctor," said Hafty, seeing how quickly 



th»toiirf Esccdapiufl c«iifbt ali tbo (miH; ^^y<m1r-« aot 
gfniog tQ blaed me ia <ia^ way^ »]( boy.'' 

'' In what way ? Sute im't it aU a lotleiT 2" 

" Ab Irish iotfteiy, perbapB ?" 

<^ Oh, Gcwne now, ai^ with your nationalitieft ; I I^ 
you a {*alloD of the rale hieshoan whiahy^ that you won't 
find a ft-eer man at a bet from ibo Currah o' KUdaito to 
Doncsuiter, than an Irishman. And mind*, Mislor TeA 
I never saw one o' your country that wott'dn't haoAcap 
his own breeebes, barring he bad nothing else to irtjlw** 

^< Well," said Hasty, with a laugh, ^* I coofoii it^ 
almost hang-choice, especially if a horse is coocerned." 

'^ Aye, faith — a horse and a halter is the proTevV-^ 
it 's yourself ought to know your own wake side.*^ 

'^ Well, you 're not going to weather on my weak vdl* 
[ 'm York enough to know the difference between a mh- 
missioned and a warrant officer's share." 

With spirits of so speculative a turn, it requirea no ffmX 
stretch of foresight to divine that an accoramodfttion wis 
effected with little difficulty ; and being a ^^ free batoTi" 
as he avowed all his countrymen were, the surgeon soon 
acquiesced in terms wherein the Yorkahkeman b«d the 
best of the bargain. 

The forecastle, from its bemg thickly crowded, Mid the 
busy hum of many voices vying with each other in their 
biddings, might not be considered an inapt repreeentatiop 
of the *' Rotunda," in the Bank of England, or that for- 
midable and fickle arbiter of Fortune, *^ ChangeKAUey." 
Gold was not the object uppermost in the mind of the 
thorough-bre<l tar ; and they were so frequently eeOen, 
that they could hardly be accommodated with any tUqg 
like an offer from the marines and aflerguard, who weie 
gifted with more shore-going prudence. A present drop 
in the bottle, like a bird in the hand, had irreaiBtible 
(^.harms for those who might be said to live from day lo 
(lay, regardless of the future. 

'^ Here *s my prize money for the cruize going for a 
week's allowance o' grog," cried ' Twisting Tom,' jomp- 
ing down the fore-iadder ; and finishing the aenlaace 
when he landed on the lower deck, and thought himself 
out of hearing of the officers. 



^^ Here 's tntne, too, for the same," said one of the 
fore-topmen. ^^ Hang it, a fellow might lose ther number 
of his mess afore he gets out o' the hands of the gallows 
agents.'' 

*• You may say tkat^ bo," said a third : " why I *d more 
nor, aye, seventy pounds coming to me when I belonged 
to the Le Lore ; and it was so long a hoaving in sight, 1 
gave it up for a bad job, and was obligated, at last, to sell 
it to a Jew on the Hard, for a suit of mustering rigging, 
a thundering old turnip,* and a bladder of gin." 

The greater part, however, were in a state of high ex- 
hilaration at the prospect of more active and beneficial 
occupation. A station like that off L'Orient was, under 
the present circumstances, certain to ensure their falling 
in with the trade then carrying on in French property 
under the protection of the American flag. The most 
daring attempts were every day made to enter French 
ports under blockade, by American fast-sailing merchant- 
men, denominated, from their invariable habit of ^ running' 
for a jport, " Runners." And, to the credit^of republican 
principles, it may be admitted that, in thus exposing 
themselves to capture, and, at least, detention, there was 
a display of patriotic feeling, as much as self-interested 
motive. The object of their government was obviously 
to defeat the policy then pursued by Britain : so far it 
would appear that, as American citizens, they were deter- 
mined generously to contribute to this object by some 
sacrifices, and at great risk ; yet those who understanci 
the secret .of human motive will, perhaps, attribute this 
recklessness on the part of tlie Transatlantic tars to more 
powerful inducements — the certainty of a market, and the 
enormous prices to be obtained for their merchandise in 
the event of succeeding. Indeed, in this respect, the} 
had precisely a similarly strong motive for * risking the 
run' as the smuggler ; for they had accurately ascertained, 
by computation,, that in the event of one ship in three 
breaking the blockade, the proceeds would sufficiently 
remunerate the parties concerned in this description ot 
hazardous enterprise. From all these considerations 

' A watcli. 

Vol. I.— 17 
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Cherefore, the Bay of Biscay was considered by adepts m 
^^ sea- attorneyship," (to use Lord Byron's expressive 
phrase,) as the most desirable cruizing ground a British 
man-of-war could possibly occupy ; and hence an appoint- 
ment to this station was sought after with extreme avidity, 
and throughout every channel of interest, by every amlu* 
tious and active officer. 

While the letter-bag was making up, and epistles indit- 
ing, in person or by proxy, the commander of the cutter 
was invited below to partake of the best fare the captain's 
table afforded ; and aAer the two superiors had quafied a 
glass to their mutual success, the visiter betook himself to 
his boat and returned on board. 

The wind had been in a point which barely allowed tbe 
brig to ^ lay her course ;' yet such was Staunch's anxiety 
to reach his appointed station, that hardly had his visiter 
descended the side ere, pursuant to previous orders, tbe 
Spitfire was seen under a crowd of canvass close>hauled 
upon a wind — displaying her pennant and ensign at tbe 
peak, until the token of salutation upon parting company 
was returned by the lively cutter, which now bore away 
large up channel. 

Before the evening set in, or the ship's company had 
supped (for the seamen of our service, following the pre- 
judices of the ancients, always sup long before our fashion- 
ables dine), several indications were discoverable to tbe 
experienced eye, of approaching bad weather. The son 
was sinking pale and watery in the west — the slanting ray 
which siiot across the vapoury mist that only partiaRy 
covered its orb, assumed the. appearance of a waterspout, 
falling in an oblique direction on the darkening deep. 
Black and heavy clouds were observed accumulating in 
the horizon ahead of the sliip's course — the undulating 
motion of the longer and steadier swells now yielded to a 
quicker succession of shorter seas, whose curling heads 
topped high and burst heavily in briny foam. Porpoises, 
the never failing indication to the seamen- of change of 
wind or hard weather, were seen rolling in th^ directioa 
of the wind, and wantonly revelling alongside, as if mock- 
ing the slow progress of the labouring vessel, which had 
now ' broken off* four or five points from her course. 
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That ardour and excitement, iatelj so strongly mani- 
fested by all on board, appeared gradually to subside on 
the approach of bad weather. These unpropitous ap- 
pearances, with the wind backing round in an adverse 
direction, just as they were about iff proceed to a new 
destination, were considered by tlie sailors as peculiarly 
ominous ; and their sanguine expectations of prize money 
seemed all to have vanished like a vision. The joke, the 
friendly banter,- the jovial laugh, which, within the last 
few hours, had enlivened the lower-deck, was soon super- 
seded by silent reserve and sullen gloom. Yet, let not 
the novice hastily conclude that this transition from de- 
lightful anticipations to their opposite) was occasioned by 
any apprehensions for their personal safety. An experi- 
enced cruizer has long made up his mind to these things, 
US matters of course ; and if, previously to that intelli- 
gence which had so far excited their hopes, it had come 
on to blow a hurricane, it would have been regarded, as 
an ordinary occurrence, with perfect indifference, so long 
as the vessel had " sea room,' and plenty of ^ drift' in which 
to iay to. The secret source of their uneasiness and of 
their dissatisfaction, for it partook oi; both, will be best un- 
derstood from the tenor of a litlle gallery debate, which 
now took place on the 'tween decks. 

*^ Well,'* said the captain of the forecastle, as he 
jumped down the fore-ladder, and chucked his little tar- 
paulin hat under the mess-table, — " I doesn't know what 
to make o' this here. 

" Of what ?'' said his messmate. 

" Why this here breeze, backing round against the sun, 
I doesn't like the look on it at all." 

" I don-know who would. Them there hog-back'd 
varments nevor come larking about a ship for nothing." 

^' Oh, blow the pauposes ! But, bless your heart, what 
else can you expect ?" 

»*Expect!— why ?" 

** WAy.^-^why, are you such a blind buzzard as not to 
know tly cause on it all ?" 

" I 'm grog'd if I does." 

" Then you ought to be grog'd — it 's plain enough to 
ftsy one with hfilf ^n eye. How a sensible man like he. 
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aye, and a thoro'-bred seaman, too-^-for there 's never a 
better, 1 take it, from stem to starn^-a fellow, too, uUbnB 
always a weather eye open — how the likes o' he could 
(;ver think o' such a thing, is a regular-built pauler to Tom 
Toggle !" 

" What, Tom ? what V 

'* What /'—Why, sailing of a Friday^ to be sureJ 

" Oh, there you are ! — are you ? You 're right enongh 
there^ — aye, aye — 1 wish the skipper only hard the yam 
Twisting Tom spun on the folksle, the night we sajled, 
about the bad luck of starting, or breaking ground ataU 
on a Friday." 

Here the Nestor of the crew, with a look of profound 
wisdom, interposed his sage advice, avowing — *^ If I wu 
the captain, blow me if 1 wouldn't bear up for port again, 
and start fair a fresh. There *8 never do good comes of 
such 'speriments." 

Far be it from us, in this age of philosophical anchor- 
smiths, and geometrical toll-gate keepers, to defen'd prog- 
nostications which accord so little with the enlarged spirit 
of the times. But the remark is too trite, that * we 
are creatures of circumstances' — and it is too much to 
expect that men who have been ambitiously nursed in 
principles which have raised this country to an envied emi- 
nence among nations, are to be whisked about by every 
wind of new-fangled doctrine. As well might the leo- 
pard be expected to change his spots, or the hyena' bis 
indomitable spirit, as the legitimate sons of the ocean 
strike their flag to philosophy ; and admit themselves in 
error upon a point settled by the experience of sea-going 
folk for centuries past. Certain it is — this prejudice, if 
prejudice it be, is a hydra of many heads ; and is felt in 
the most ordinary occurrences, on shore as well as afloat. 
Nor would it perhaps be desirable in this, any more than 
other instances of popular predilection, that the bias of 
the uninformed mind to fatalism should be rashly in- 
vaded; which, in the British seaman, as well as the Ma- 
homedan soldier, is so oflen the only rallying cry of heroic 
devotedness, and patriotic desperation. 

In consequence of the stormy indications now but too 
perceptible, the sails had been reefed, and the vessel made 
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mug foV the night. As it is customary in some ^ crack 
ships/ for the warrant officers to examine the ligging 
alofi, in the evening as well as the morning, to see that no 
part of it chafes, or is liable to injury ; the gunner, in the 
performance of this duty, was laying out on the lee main 
yard-arm, and in over-reaching himself, he unfortunately 
fell firom his elevated situation, clear ' over-all' into the 
sea. The announcement of this catastrophe soon reached, 
with electric effect, the little parliament between decks, 
and shortened the debate without coming to a division on 
the question. 

" A man overboard ! — A man overboard !" was caught 
and reiterated by twenty voices in a breath. 

^^ There it is !— Didn't 1 tell you," said Toggle. 
^^ You '11 have more of it yel." , 

^^ Ay, it's only beginning," said another, as he knocked 
divm poor Tom, in his generous hurry to assist a ship- 
mate. 

A scene of confusion and anxious alarm hero ensued^ 
which it is impossible to conceive, much more describe. 
Tompion was a general favourite. /Had it been other- 
wise, the cry of ^'a man overboard" is sure to harrow up 
the feelings of every being in the ship. In the scramble 
to get upon deck, the crossed-ladders in the hatciiways 
were choked ; and their eagerness to get up, only proved 
the means of detaining them longer below. The more 
light and nimble lads caught hold of the combings, and 
swinging themselves up by their arms, fell sprawling on all 
fours, into the * lee-scuppors.' Some ran all to lower the 
jolly-boat Others flung, with all their united force, to- 
wards the direction where the man was seen, a grating 
which was destined never to reach him. ' The life-buoy 
was cut away, the carpenter's bench thrown overboard ; 
while the master, who was officer of the watch, gave the 
. sharp word * to haul up th.e courses, and heave the main- 
topsail aback,' to arrest the ship in her progress. The 
hurry and agitation of all tended, in part, to defeat their 
object ; nor could it yet be inferred that this was any im- 
putation on the discipline of the ship, as every thing was 
done on the spur of a moment, too pregnant with fear, 
sympathy, and solicitude, not to afford abundant pretext 

17* 
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for spontaneous and unbidden alacrity. In coimeqiieDoaof 
the foremast tackle being untimely let go^ the jolly-boat wu 
3wamped under thu atttrn, and before there was time to hoiit 
the cutter off the booms, the man was observed sinldof 
without a possible chance of relief, as he was uDable to 
avail himself of the assistance of the grating, life-buoy, or 
boat's-oars, thrown overboard. There was enough of 
light on the water, despite of the gloom of the evening, 
to render the hopeless features of the man distinguishable 
to Brace, the boatswain ; his partner in many a youtbfiil 
freak, both having entered the service together. Roused 
from stupifying horror by an imploring glance from his 
messmate, the latter shouted in anguish — *'' By Heavens, 
Tom ! I can't bear that look, I'll save you, or go with you.*** 
Nor was it long ere this awful pledge of friendship was 
redeemed, for in an instant throwing off his looser attire, 
he plunged amid the waves, through which be cut Ini 
way to the sinking man. Aware of the danger of thrust- 
ing himself within that grasp, which is known never to 
relax but with life, he cautiously, though firmly, seized him 
by the collar with his left hand, turning the gunner thuB 
on his back, as the most favourable position for floating ; 
while, ^ treading the water,' as it is termed. Brace sup- 
ported his exhausted companion's head above the un- 
friendly clement, and kindly cheered him with assurances 
of his safety. Nor was the. sympathy of the crew suf- 
fered to waste itself in unavailing regrets, or in mere ad- 
miration of their brave shipmate : the cutter had becm 
*• hoist out,' and manned by eager hands, who pulled with 
inconceivable alacrity to their rescue ; and in a few 
minutt!S this scene of painful excitement on board was 
happily changed for that of heartfelt and general congra- 
tulation. 

* Were it necefiaiy to quote a case, in order to prove that we do net 
deal in the marvellont, or sport with the feelings of the reader, wa mi|^ 
appeal to the experience of some of the officers of the BarfleuTy for an 
authentication of an anecdote relative to two seamen on bosra that flh^i 
resembling the above stated in most of its details. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

A CONFLAGRATION. 

E*eB now the devaftation ii began, 

And half the bnsiiiest of destnietioB done« 

Goldsmith. 

DvBiNG several days which elapsed since parting witli 
the cutter, nothing of importance occurred on board the 
Spiifite^ which had been beating up against a strong 
adverse breeze, occasionally under close-reefed topsails 
and courses. The wind and sea had considerably abated ; 
when Staunch, anxious to reach his cruizing ground as 
joon as possible, just previously to piping to dinner, thus 
addressed the master — 

^< Come, Stowel !-^with this wind we shall never get 
hold of a Yankee runner, unless we clap sail on the brig, 
and beat her across the Bay.'^* 

" Why, no. Sir, we shall not make mooch of it rowling 
in the trough of the sea, like a gull wkli a wownded wing 
— Hshe wants more sail to steady her — more spars are 
sprung by a weather lurch, than fit\y lee ones/' 

" To be sure, Stowel I that can be easily accounted 
for — one occasions something of a steady .strain, while the 
other, in consequence of the sea receding from the weather 
bilge of the vessel, brings up every thing with a sudden 
surge." 

This little council of war terminated like many greater ; 
where, not unfrequently, a vast deal of trouble is taken, 
in sounding the opinion of others, to afford a colourable 
pretext for following the opinion of the principal. Nor is 
this permission to the inferior to. sport an opinion either 
impolitic, or prejudicial to the service ; as long as there 
is any truth in the adage, that men would rather prefer 
being led than driven. 

^^Come, Hasty,^' said Staunch, looking to windward, 
and then aloft — ^^ Come, — turn the hands up, make sail. 

* JBaj of Biscay. 
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Shake two reeft out o* the taupsels-cro^ the to'gallant- 
yards, and set the sails." 

Busied in this duty, the whole ship's company had de- 
serted the 'tween decks, and were occupied on deck and 
alofl, with the exception of our old friend the lin^^ist, 
whose attention to duty, from being on the doctor's list, 
was dispensed with. Poring over the puges of an old 
^ Forney's French Grammar,' a present from Burton ; hit 
lucubrations were interrupted by the unseasonable suscep- 
tibility of his olfactory nerve. ^ Puzzled as usual in the 
pronouns' this intimation of that vigilant sense would 
perhaps have been unnoticed, had not the impulse been 
repeated again and again ; when, like a man thoroughly 
awakened from a dream, he started on his feet, at sedog 
a smoke oozing from the crevices of a locker, on the lee 
H\de of the lower deck, a few feet abad the foremast 
Flinging down the book, he with a precipitancy so com- 
mon in cases of imminent alarm, was about to exclaim 
aloud ^' Fire !" when, recollecting the regulations of the 
ship, he represi^ed his breath, and quickly repaired to the 
quarter-deck, where he announced his apprehensions to 
liis commander in a low tone of voice. Without ex- 
^'.hanging a word with any but the quarter-master, on 
whose mind the necessity for silence was impressed by the 
r:aptain's significant and anxious gesture ; Staunch de- 
scended with alacritv below to ascertain how far these 
suspicions were founded. 

The dark, dingy smoke which now began to pervade 
the deck, lefl no doubt in the captain's mind as to the 
correctness of the seaman's suspicions. 

The topsails had been hoisted, and the top-gallant yards 
just " swayed across," with about twenty of the crew 
aloft, when returning upon deck without betraying any 
thing like perturbation, Staunch 'directed the drummer to 
heat the "Fire-roll." 

On board many ships, even some of those most highly 
disciplined in the service, an alarm of fire would have 
created general consternation, and the worst conse* 
qucnces might have been anticipated, from the embar- 
rassing, and appalling confusion which would probably 
onsuc. But numerous provisions had been made by the 
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Captain of the SpUfire^ to counteract the often too fatal 
efiects of an alarm, which has a tendency to dissolve dis- 
cipline, set obedience at defiance, and unman the stoutest 
heart. He had formerly served in a ship of the line, a 
number of whose crew, in consequence of a sudden cry 
of fire, had, in their alarm, jumped overboard ; although 
the ship was moored within a few cables' length of the 
dock-yard, from whence they were certain of immediate 
succonr, independently of that whicli was sure to be 
iElfforded by the boats of all the men -of war in the port. 
He knew that in such cases much depended upon the 
offieer of the watch at the time, whose prudence or ac- 
tivity might often render the consequences less calamitous, 
if not altogether prevent the catastrophe. Stimulated by 
regrets and reflections of this nature, his active mind, even 
while a junior, bad devised many expedients and precau- 
tions, for increasing the chances of saving the lives of the 
crew, or preserving the ship herself, in case of a fire at 
sea. His love for the service, and his really humane dis- 
position, induced him, the moment he found himself in 
command, to reduce these reflections to practice : and he 
bad not been long appointed to the Spitfire^ ere he laid 
the. foundation of a system, by the introduction of what 
he termed a ^ Fire Billy* by which every individual 
' borne on the books,' in the event of fire, whether at sea 
or in port, was stationed to some specific duty, the mo- 
ment the alarm roll was beaten. And in these duties his 
crew was instructed, and occasionally exercised in the 
same manner as they were wont at their guns, and various 
evolutions aloft. 

The roll of drum was no sooner heard than the crew, 
startled by the unwelcome sound, were for a moment ar- 
rested in the performance of their duty, remainmg sta- 
tionary in the tops and various parts of the rigging. 

The emotion occasioned by the dreaded drum soon sub- 
sided ; and the men, turning their eyes to their commander, 
seemed to derive encouragement from, ai^d be actuated by 
the same cool intrepidity, which characterized the conduct 
of their brave superior ; whose humane and keen sensi- 
bility to the imminent peril of all committed to his charge, 
was neither discernible in his look or demeanour* That 
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he bad wrought himself up for all the emergencies of the 
occasion was apparent, from the fixedness of his posture, 
high port, and commanding aspect. Firm and immove- 
able, as if prepared to *^ brave the arrows of outrageoiu 
fortune,'' he still felt, that let prudence devise, or bold- 
ness aohieve what means they might for their salTatioo, 
almost every thmg depended on the subordination and dis- 
cipline of the crew in this trying hour. His anxiety soon 
gave place to a confident contemplation, that much of the 
difficulties of his situation were removed by the ready 
obedience displayed to the prescribed regulations. Deli- 
berately, and with comparative little bustle, the men were 
observed repairing to their respective stations, eager to 
perform the duties therewith connected. 

Some were seen ^^ rigging the pumps," others drawing i 
water through the port-holes, and flooding the decks from 
stem to stern. Here a few hands were clearing the boats 
on the booms, '^ tracing up the stay," and rounding down 
the '< yard-tackle-falls,""^ preparatory to hoisting them 
out. Now a division of marines were seen tumbling off 
the booms the captain's cumbrous and heavy pressed hay- 
bags, and shouldering them over the side : while others | 
were unstowing the ship's company's hammocks from the ^ 
nettings, and soaking them in the rolling mass of water ' 
now accumulated on deck ; which, agitated by the ship's 
motion, as she mounted the wave, or descended into the 
trough of the sea, revolved along her deck, or broke in 
plashes against her sides. Thus, thoroughly soaked and 
>yetted in salt water, these sacks were passpd down the 
hatchways, as fire dampers, to a few of the petty officers 
l)elow on the ^^ 'tween decks." In the hope of excluding 
air, and thereby preventing an extension of the fire abaft «— 
this party had nearly succeeded in building, with these we^ 
hammocks, a wall or barricade across the lower deck 
which was only interrupted by the dense suffocating 
compelling them very reluctantly to abandon the <k>mpl 
tion of their enterprise. 

* Many of our " yacLt-rigged ships " are now" seen without ** ya r -S 
tackle pendants " aloft, which are kept below on deck, to trace ap ggg 
required. We once witnessed the logs of a Talnable life by this Dim^^ 
cessary piece Qf naatical dandyism. 
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The topmen aloft hauling and ' whipping up,' buckets 
of water, filled by the ' firemen ' below, continued wet- 
ting the sails and rigging in every direction. The re- 
maining marines were employed in working the only en- 
gine on board,* whilst the pipe was directed by the chief 
boatswain's mate with as much steadiness and aim, as if 
Occupied in washing round the ship's side when at anchor. 

Action is every thing to a sailor ; and it will be found 
that nothipg is more disheartening than permitting hini to 
brood over a disaster. In the bustle and activity of duty, 
another species of excitement and anxiety originates, cal- 
culated to divert his attention from pondering on an un- 
controllable calamity, which would only uselessly repress 
his spirits. 

Th6 *' carpenter's crew' were busied above in scuttling 
the waist in different placies, so as more speedily to flood 
the deck underneath, in the immediate vicinity of the 
' bens' or lockers^ where the spare sails and combustible 
stores were stowed. 

The mound of wet hammocks, piled on the lower deck, 
already appeared to check the progress of the flame abafl. 
£very thing, however, depended upon stifling it forward, 
and eventually preventing its bursting out through the 
deck above. * This event was momentarily apprehended 
by the commander ; and from the contiguity of the fire to 
thei pitch and oakum seams of the planks — all composed 
of American pine — it was only natural such a result must 
shortly follow*' 

Perhaps no officer, however his senior in the service, 
Was better acquainted with the character of those whose 
destiny was confided to his care, or knew better how, by 
Sacrificing to their humour, to kindle their enthusiasm. 
He was as well aware of the importance of timing things 
with the tar, as he was that men generally, and sailors in 
particular, were imitative animals. Whether it arose from 
these considerations, ot that he was impelled by the over- 
powering influence of the hour, his conviction of the ne- 

* In thoie days, the largest three-decker in the service was only fur- 
iiiriied with one fire engine. 
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ceasity there existed for making light of every penooal 
sacrifice was soon made apparent to the seamen. Des- 
pite of their proverbial c():i«ernpt for expense and coat of 
attire, they were not prepared to see their captain, on 
finding materials failing for keeping down the fire, suddenly 
stripping (off his r.oat,. and without waiting to looie the 
epaulettes attached, trampling it in the water till well satu* 
rated ; and then hurling it^i at the risk of suffocation by 
the thick volume of ascending smoke, down the fore- 
hatchway on the flames below. 

" Hurrah— hurrah — mere swabs T'* waggishly ex- 
claimed the boatswain, eyeing the epaulettes as they flew 
past him down the foot of the fore-ladder where he stood, 
his whole figure blackened with smoke, and reeking with 
heat and the water that had been cast on him ; while 
almost in the midst of the fire — " Hurrah, my lads ! soak 
and send." 

The fiames themselves hardly flew faster than the con- 
tagion of the captain's example— every man on deck dofied 
his jacket or Guernsey frock, and soaking it in the water, 
passed it on to the boatswain — ^< That 's your sort," sud 
he, ^^ heave and awash. Keep her out o' the banracks,t 
and you '11 soon have her under.'* 

The clothing of the seamen, so opportunely converted 
into fire dampers, had, for some time, a considerable effect 
in subduing the fury of the flames ; but the insicGous and 
destructive element soon burst out with renewed vigour. 

The dense, pithcy smoke rendered all human endea- 
vours vain to reach the spot, where it raged with iirepres- 
sible fury, and made irresistible progress. Several una- 
vailing attempts had been made by the boatswain to Jirect 
his dampers with precision, or throw them sufficiently for- 
ward, so as to counteract the destructive ravages which 
the ascending flames were making on the ceiling of the 
'tween decks, or under part of the planks and beams of 
the deck. 

The captain, and the three commissioned officers, were 
for a few minutes observed debating together. ^^ If once,'* 

* Swabi— literally bundles of rope-yarns med for the purpose of diyinic 
op the decks. In ngurative phrane, epaulettes. 
t Thc; marines' meu-place, so designated by the blues. 
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said Staunch, <' tlie fire burst through the deck, we must 
bear up to keep the blaze and falling embers from flying 
aA." 

" I don't know tkat^ Sir," said Stowel — " fire always 
creeps to wind'ard." 

" Well — bear up, I*m determined." 

" I agree with yow, Sir," said Burton—" besides, we *ve 
a better chance of falling in with relief by going fast 
through the water, than in remaining by the wind." 

It was now manifest that the ship's company, observing 
the officers in consultation, began to relax in their exer- 
tions ; a result which was in an instant perceived by their 
commander. 

' "Hasty," said Staunch, " I perceive the men don't like 
this parley of our 's together — they think danger's in the 
wind— just jump for'ard, you and Stowel, and cheer 'em 
up." 

In this Staunch was actuated by a double motive. ITc 
was, above all things, desirous that the spirits of the crew 
should not be depressed ; which he was too well ac- 
quainted with the character of the tar not to suspect 
woutd be the case, were they to imagine there existed any 
reason for this secrecy ; or, in other words, that the dan- 
ger was such, that it would be unsafe to communicate to 
them all its alarming extent. He also was aware that, as 
a skilful seaman and a man of quickness and resource. 
Burton was that person whose opinion or advice was more 
available than that of all the officers in the ship together. 
^^ And, Burton," said he, observing that the first lieutenant 
and master were on the fore part of the deck, and out 
of hearing,— " 1 wish to have your opinion as to the pru- 
dence of hoisting the boats out, crc we put the ship be- 
fore the wind." 

• Burton paused for a moment in a thoughtful mood. " ft 
would be as well, Sir," said he, ** to have them out, if— 
we could be certain it would not have the effect of im- 
pressing the men -with a greater idea of their danger." 

" Hurrah, my lads !— heave quick in the foretop," cried 
Staunch, endeavouring to direct the people's attention to 
that quarter, and prevent them drawing any unfavourable 
conclusion from his close conference with Burton. 

Vol. J.— J 8 
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^^ That 's the dangrer which 'tis so desirable to avoidi'* 
said Staunch, earnestly resuming his conversation—^* bow* 
eTer, there 's no time to be lost. In a few minutes we 
shall be compelled to decide." 

*^ I foresee it, Sir," said the lieutenant, " and therefore 
advise you at once to whip 'em out. Besides, a werd 
from you> may lull their suspicion of danger." 

The captain took the hint. *' Mister Brace," cried he, 
addressing the boatswain — ^^ hands out boats— we nay w 
well get them out o' the way. Firemen and topmeo aloft 
—remain in their stations." 

The cool and deliberate tone with which these orders 
were delivered, was in itself sufficiently reassuring ; and 
the orders seemed rather to originate in a desire to clear 
the deck for the accommodation of the men, than in the 
prospect of any immediate necessity for taking to the boats. 

The cutter which, as usual, was stowed inside the yawl, 
was whipped over the side in a second ; and a steady hand 
being put on board to steer her, was veered astern by a 
strong hawser. The launch, or rather the yawl (for in 
vessels of this size the latter answers the purpose of the 
former), was not so easily hfled from her bed on^ the 
booms : but after she had, with some difficulty, been 
raised sufficiently high, previously to clearing the gun- 
whale, the flames bursting from beneath, and catching the 
fore-stay tackle fall, she fell forward on the guns, and stove 
in her bows. A mingled murmur of horror escaped f'om 
several simultaneously, in consequence of this disaster, 
which was as quickly checked by Staunch, exclaiming— 
'^ Never rainjd, lads — never mind, we sha'n't want her." 

The firm, and even cheerful tone of these consolatory 
words, seemed to have a soothing effect upon the excited 
feelings of the anxious crew ; who had now renewed their 
effurts to subdue the flames (which were fast ascending 
alof\,) with a courage apparently proportioned to the mag* 
nitude of the perils with which they had to contend. 

The jolly-boat. aba(\, and the gig on the quarter, had 
also been lowered down, and dropped astern by a hawser, 
with a boat keeper in each. This accomplished, the fast 
consuming vessel was immediately put before the wind ; 
and it now may be said she fluw through the one element. 
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With a rapidity which was only exceeded by that of the 
subtler flame winning its fiei^ way through her blazing 
bulwarkB and rigging alofl. 

Here Hasty was observed pacing the deck in an anxious, 
fretful mood, as though labouring under some awful fore- 
bodingi suddenly turning to his captain, he exclaimed, as 
if they had previously been discussing a subject hitherto 
untouched by either-— 

^ Recollect, Sir, we shan't now find it so easy a matter 
to drown the magazine ! — It 's most likely we shall have 
. to get the powder up by hand, and heave it overboard." 
^^ Overboard !" interrupted Staunch ; ^^ suppose her 
fbramast falls, and we get the fire under, we shall be more 
defenceless than. a collier. No, no! we Ml still preserve 
our powder." 

** Impossible, Sir — how are we to do it ?'* 
**Drop the mainsail — haul both sheets afl — ^'twill serve as 
a fire-Bcreen ; whip the powder up, and lower it over the 
tefiel into the boats astern.*' 

*^ Egad, you 'U make every boat a regular built catama- 
ran to blow ourselves up." 

^'Well, never mind! — up with it for all that," said 
Staunch. 

^^ Overhawl the gear on the main yard — man the main 
sheets," cried Hasty, whose tone betrayed that he thought 
if the duty were to be done, ^ 'twere well *twere done 
quickly ;' however disappointed that his own suggestion 
had not been adopted. 

The preparations being completed, almost as rapidly as 
related, the gunner, with a careful party, soon relieved 
them from a fear, which momentarily grew more pressing ; 
by depositing one half of the powder in the boats astern, 
and drowning the other by hand. 

The flames now ascended so fast, that the topmen aloft 
were compelled to retreat from the foremast, and slide 
down by the topmast stays, to a far from enviable position 
on the bowsprit : — the communication with the ship being 
now cut oflT, by the raging of the flames on the forecastle. 
The fate of these brave fellows would have been inevita- 
ble, had not the last, prior to attempting his descent, with 
a presence of mind worthy of a more fortunate result for 
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liimscir, cut away both top-gallant bow- lines fronni their 
insertion into the leach of the sails as he stood at the top- 
mast head. These lines, froip their great length, when 
made fast on the bowsprit, enabled the men to lower 
themselves into the sea, and escape to the boats now tow- 
ing astern. Unhappily for the inventor of this singular 
lire-escape, the rope was by this time stranded, and snap- 
ped as he plunged into the water ; leaving him to baffet 
vainly the huge billows through which the ship maintained 
her wild career. 

How gladly would he have exchanged his prospect of 
lonely suffering and death, for that of companionship in 
misery on board that bark, which, he foreboded, must 
prove the grave of many a messmate. The prayer was 
hardly conceived ere he was taken into the jolly-boat by 
the only seaman on board her, who, on witnessing this 
poor fellow's gallant conduct alofl, and subsequent acd- 
dent, had, in a moment of excitement, cut the boat adrift, 
and resolved to share his peril. All this was the work of 
a few moments ; and now, for the first time, the boat was 
discovered by the shipi's company to have parted. The 
poor fellows on board her were seen, as they surmounted 
the heavy deep swells, stepping the masts, hoisting the 
sail, and endeavouring to keep the ship^s track, though at 
an alarmingly fast increasing distance. 

Preceding the brig, and far to leeward, like an aoant 
courier of her fate, or harbinger of wo, a dark mass of dense 
smoke, fitfully illumined by fiakes of fire, or bursts of burn- 
ing embers obscured that part of the atmosphere, whither 
the forlorn bark seemed recklessly to urge her desperate 
way. 

The day was fast drawing to its dreaded close ; and no 
prospect of relief could be discovered throughout the wide 
horizon of waters, by young eyes straining themselves from 
their sockets, in bewildered anxiety, as these little centi'" 
nels of the ship's safety sat perched in the giddy eyrie of 
the main-topmast-head. Many were the painful anticipa- 
tions of these young adventurers, as they alternately glanced 
from the fire, now fast mounting aloft, to the hopeless 
prospect around. Nor will it bethought unworthy of the 
l^^rdy profession which they had embrace^], that the tear 
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glistened in those eyes, or traced those downy cheeks, as 
they thought with many a mournful presagi^on their far 
distant home, and the unambitious happy companions of 
their childhood. 

The explosion of a gun forward, in consequence of the 
fire now reaching it, was quickly followed by another, and 
suggested to the captain the propriety of discharging the 
remainder to prevent any accident occurring, should they 
be compelled to have recourse to the boats. 

Such was the general state of anxiety on board, that the 
sun^s approaching descent in the horizon had been, until 
now, unuoticed. By some perversity the quarter-master 
was destined, as in the case of the breaking out of the fire, 
to be again the hoder of bad tidings. His lameness pre- 
vented him being otherwise serviceable than in watching 
the boats astern ; and now, as he looked from the poop, 
his ominous voice was heard remarking, that they could not 
expect above ah hour and a half's longer light. Pointing 
to the sun, as he addressed the captain, he exclaimed, 
^^ She ^U dip, yoa see, Sir, in less than three quarters of an 
hour. SAe looks very watery too." 

This observation roused the ever vigilant spirit of poor 
Burton, who, it may be conjectured, bore his fair pro[)or- 
tion of the toils and anxiety of this dismal day. Fatigued 
as he was, he seized a glass from the capstan head, and 
flew alofl, determined to avail himself of the short period 
of day-light, that yet remained, to sweep with his eye the 
wide-spread prospect, in the hope of discovering approach- 
ing relief. 

Three hours and a half had nearly elapsed since the fire 
was first discovered. Though sometimes partially checked 
by the ceaseless exertions of the crew, it as often ap- 
peared to be rouewed with overwhelming violence ; de- 
spite of the prudent precautions of Staunch, and the 
daring endeavours of his intrepid tars. He, until now, 
had been buoyed np with the flattering hope of saving, 
perhaps, the siiip herself; but certainly with a fair expec- 
tation of falling in with timely succour, so as to preserve 
the lives of his crew in this distressing emergency. Inde- 
pendently of the threatening indications of the sky, and 
peculiar!? marked manner of the quarter- master^ in thus 

18* 
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directing his attention to the gloomy prospect of the set- 
ting sun ; ttiBre was something so dreadfully appalling in 
the idea of struggling with the raging element in the dark, 
or being indebted for light to the all-consuming flamei 
which must, ere to-morrow's sun, burn their bark to the 
water's edge ; that it required no ordinary command of 
countenance to conceal from his crew all the distracUon 
which inwardly preyed upon his mind. Neither was' bia 
anxiety likely to be allayed by perceiving the boatswain 
relax in that boisterous loquacity, which had so long 
cheered them during their severe labour ; or by over-hear- 
ing the few remarks, which escaped from the seamen, 
while ominously hinting at the causes of their unfortunate 
fate. ^^ Ah, Jack,'' said the captain of the forecastle, 
addressing the boats wain's-m ate, who had again taken a 
spell in directing the pipe of the engine — ^' one pipe 'a as 
good as the other now — the game's all up, I fear. I 
thought no good 'ou'd come o' sailing of a Friday.'* 

^^ I knew," said one of the fore-topmen, ^^ them there 
pauposes warn't tumbling about the bows for nothing." - 

(« Never mind that, bo," cried Ciieerly, the captain's 
coxswain, ^^ it can't be so bad with us either ; for you see 
the skipper still looks up rior-west-and-by-wcU." 

These observations, uttered in an under tone, added to 
the increasing perplexities of this painfully responsible 
situation ; nor could even the compliment conveyed by 
the last speaker, who so generously borrowed confidence 
from the gesture of his commander, console him for the 
disposition now betrayed by these desponding spirits^ to- 
relax in their exertions. 

He had been turning in his mind the best mode to save 
the lives of as many as possible of the crew, if forced by 
the fire to desert the ship. He knew that ail her boatB, 
ISO far from being able to contain the entire ship's com- 
pany, could not accommodate even half the crew, in the 
event of bad weather. The danger could no longer be 
disguised. The carpenter was soon summoned, and re- 
ceived a prompt order to commence at once, with his creWf 
to saw off, and detach the poop-deck from the bulwarks 
abafl, in order to act as a rail, if required. 

While thus engaged, the brig was overtaken by a squall 
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of wiDd, accompanied by a welcome torrent of rain. 
Although the violence of the wind, for a moment, fanned 
the flame, the influence of the rain tended materially to 
keep it under. 

Burton had been nearly half an hour at the mast-head, 
sweeping, with searching eye, the whole extent of the 
horizon. It is in Tain to attempt to convey in language 
the agitated forebodings, or agonizing recollections, which 
fain 'would have interrupted him in this anxious scrutiny. 
Severed, as he then was, though but for a short period. 
from the bustling throng on deck, busy memory availed 
itself of this temporary relaxation of mind, to suggest 
again and again, that, which had for weeks constituted 
his day dreams, and haunted his short slumbers by night. 
The flattering hopes with which he commenced ^ this 
cruize, and its too probable termination, formed a contrast 
sufficiently striking. Until now, he had been altogether 
a creature of ambition ; this feeling pervaded even the 
spirit of acquirement, and prompted every effort to distin- 
guish himself But, of late, all motive, wh(>ther of ho- 
nourable emulation, personal distinction, or professional 
advancenoent, seemed to merge in one overwhelming soli- 
citude. Even now, as he grasped the mast-head, to 
render firmer his giddy glass, and direct it with more cer- 
tainty, in search of distant objects, on the utmost verge 
of vision, that loved object, whoso ubiquity at all times, 
and at all places, he acknowledged with devout homage ; 
flitted across his imagination, despite of the many subjects 
of fearful solicitude which surrounded him on all sides. 

In this state of mind, it was not surprising that his at- 
tention should be arrested by the dubious form of a sail, 
which appeared for a moment astern, and coming down 
with the wind. That anxiety, which so naturally prompts 
us to be the first to communicate gratifying intelligence, 
had nearly impelled him to excite a lively, though, in fact, 
Unfounded hope, among men disposed, like the forlorn 
crew of the Spitfire^ to catch at any chance of escape. 
He had already drawn in his breath to enable him to give 
more effective utterance to the welcome words '^ A strange 
9aii ;" when the still imperfect syllables were checked by 
thejstartiing recollection, that it could, from its size and 
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position, bo only the unhappy boat they had been obliged 
to abandon reluctantly to its fate. However severely dis- 
appointed, he congratulated himself secretly, in having 
avoided any precipitate disclosure of bis erroneous conjec- 
ture ; and lost no time in apprizing the captain, that the 
jolly boat ivas still standing on in their wake. 
PM*^ How far do you reckon we have dropped the poor 
fellows ?" said Staunch, who adopted this tone ; as if to 
divert, even for the passing minute, tile attention of the 
sailors from contemplating their own disaster, to the more 
pitiable situation of their forsaken companions. 

*< About three or four miles, I should think. Sir." 

" Scarcely so far, Mr. Burton," said Staunch, who 
was desirous not to extinguish the hopes of the crew, 
that the co-operation of this boat might be depended oD| 
were Ihey compelled finally to desert the brig. 

'< Certainly bfttter than three," replied the lieutenant, 
who now perceived his drift. 

" Well, even so — she 's sure to reach us, should the 
foremast go ;" addressing this remark rather to the men 
near him, than to the lieutenant aloft : ^* and, if that 
don't occur, we can shorten sail, and pick her up." 

This conversation had not been concluded above six or 
seven minutes, when Burton, his glass still to his eye, 
shouted in clear and exhilarating accenia, kindly intended 
to reach every car on deck — '* A strange sail rijght 
astern !" 

For a moment every operation on board was suspended^ 
to listen, in breathless silence. The glad intelligence 
was again repeated from alofl — ** A strange sail right 
ustern !" 

A loud shout of triumph burst from the crowded 
deck ; once more that deafening cheer was heard ; and 
again it swept, ivith the sough of the wind, across the 
wide waste of ocean. 

** That's the boy I" cried the boatswaiu's-mate, who 
had as great a respect for the dreaded Sisters three; nnd 
ivas as rank a fatalist as moi^t of his superstitious pro- 
fession — " that 's the boy, that alwnys brings the luck, 
f never yet seed him go to the mast-head for nothing." 

A)} on board resumed immediately their severed cm- 
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ploymentd, ivith an alacrity which seemed diflicult to 
account for, at that very mome&t, when a new hope of 
succour had arisen, which whs totally independent of 
their own exertions. Hasty exclaimeirl, — 

" Better round to, Sir, and heave the main-taupsle to 
the mast." 

^* Impossible ! my good fellow." 

" But recollect, Sir ! we're running away from relief!'' 

** Better no th<m hurry on our destruction, before re- 
lief can possibly reach us. No, no ; keep the wind on 
the quarter— clew up every stitch we can jf<^l at, and 
deaden her way with every species of slop-water." 

In some des;ree relieved from the onerous and arro- 
niziDgly responsibility, which had weighed down his 
spirits, he turned from Hasty, and hailed the ma&'t-head. 

*'Well, Burton,'' said he, "what d*ye make of her? 
-—standing this way, I hope ?" 

** She 'fl a hrijp, square-rigged vessel, with studdcn 
sails low and aloft." 

" Aye, aye ?" 

"Steering the same way as ourselves I" 

'<One of our cruizers, perhaps?" said the captain. ' 

*'Can Sfte half way down her taupsles." 

"Hurrah !" said the boatswain, ** Poll's got hold of the 
tow-rope r* 

" Half way down her tan'sles ?" said Stowel — " then 
it 'ill take the standing part o' the first watch to 
over-——." 

'^ Hurrah ! the engine my lads> I" shouted Staunch 
aloud, anxious to drown the concluding part of this yet 
unfinished sentence. Then laying hi« hand on Stowel's 
arm, he thus addressed him, in a gentle tone of reproof, 
— " Ke#'p that at le.ist to yourself — guard yourself. Sir — 
surely nothins; can be more improper in any person, but 
moi;e especially in an officer, than to suffer an expression 
to escape him, which may check the ardour of the crew, 
or repress their hopes." 

Nothing r.ouM be better calculated to set off, by con- 
trast, the conduct of another officer on this occasion, 
than the -incautious language of Stowel, who was one of 
those rov{h knots, as tars term them, or matter-of< 
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fuct men, wbo unceremoniously uttered whateyer he 
thought, however unseasonable the truth, or ticklish the 
inference drawn. Whatever might be the coDsequence 
of the practice, its principles could hardly be censured ,* 
since, in him, it was bottomed in plain dealing and down- 
right honesty, which saw no reason to colour over truth. 
Burton was a bird of quite another feather. For he* 
participating in the anxiety of his commander, had re- 
presented the stranger as much nearer, than she really 
appeared to be from the mast-head. Indeed, when he 
asserted he could see her halfway down her topsails, bad 
he adhered strictly to troth, he must have confessed he 
saw little more than her top-gallant sails above the 
horizon. 

The spirits of all on board were now as much elated, 
as a few minutes before they had been depressed. Al* 
though nearly worn out with fatigue, the substitution of 
other duties, besides those connected with subduing the 
ilames, appeared to give the men a respite from same- 
ness of labour and exertion. Sailors hate monotony— 
and Staunch had now an opportunity of relieving some 
from a duty of which they began to be weary, by 
changing their vocation. Those wbo had been draining 
water, and working the pumps and engine, were now 
slinging shot-boxe^, and towing them over different parts 
of the sides. The spare topsail yards in the chains, 
were lowered into the watar, and the main-boom launched 
over the quarter, clear of the boats aste^rn ; all which 
])roHuced a corresponding visible decrease in the rapidity 
of the ship, which might be said to hurry from friendly 
succour, and fly for its life. The sails had been all 
clewed up abaft, but the yards were still kept square; 
for though '' bricing them by," or pointing them to the 
wind, might have somewhat contributed to decrease the 
ship's way through the water, still Staunch was appre- 
hensive of so bracing them, lest the foremost extremities 
of the yards should come within the action of the fire. 

By this time the foresail and foretoprsail were both 
literally burned to tinder, and their fiery fragments 
were whirled in eddies across the gathering gloom. 
The ponderous, and pitchy spars, on which the bellying 
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canFBSS had been spread, were now heard crackling amid 
the rustling flames, fanned by the fickle element ; while 
the yard-arms, now deprived of their " lifts," and other 
sopporting gear, by the destructive fire, were seen top- 
ping on-end, in a manner truly revolting to the feelings 
of poor Brace the boatswain. 

^ Aye, there she ia — all in mourning* for her fate," 
cried Brace, evidently affected by the tottering condition 
of every thing aloft. Then resuming his loquacity, which, 
sioce Burton had descried the stranger, was observed to 
gain ground apace — ^^ Hurrah !" said he, to those engaged 
in raising water—- •^^ Hurrah, boys ! drag and draw — she 
nears us fast— don't you smell 'em mixing the grog astarn V ' 

From its greater thickness, and perpendicular position, 
the fire did not so soon penetrate the heart of the foremast, 
while the lighter spars were vividly burning throughout. 
The horizontal position, and greater breath of flat surface 
presented to the rising flames by the foretop, gave ample 
fuel for the conflagration. 

The foretop-mast was now seen tottering in the cap. 
The head-braces, and every rope which led from the fore- 
mast aft, were all let go, and overhauled ; so as to facilitate 
the fall of this weighty spar clear of the ship. 

** I say, Brace," cried the captain, conveying a mandate 
directly through the medium of an interrogatory — ** I say, 
-—can't we manage to cut away the laniards of the star- 
boar<j quarter backstays ?" 

*^ Eye, eye, Sir," said the boatswain, who piqued himself 
on anticipating, whenever he could, his captain's drift — 
*•' Hand us that there*axe — here goes," — then*flying into'tijc 
thick of the fire, he hardly had time to make one ineflect- 
ual cut at the laniard, before the;scorching blaze compelled 
him to retreat, without accomplishing his purpose. ^^ Come 
— spell-oh !" cried he, — " a fresh hand at the axe." 
- For want, however, of a rival of the true salamander 
breed, the cliallenge was not so freely accepted ; ^nd the 
axe for some moments remained out of commission. This 
was not to be endttrcd by Brace, who, after rolling and 
sousing himself well in the flooded scuppers, to soothe the 

* When a ^llip, or sqnare-tigged resiel appeariia moamiog, the yards 
on •aehnuit are alt«ruutel> to|)p«d an end. 
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anguish of his scorched skin, seized once more the axe. 
and casting a contemptuous look at the topmeD around 
him, he heliowed aloud — ^^ What ! d'ye think then you're 
all for Fidter^s Green ? — When you come to unreeve your 
life-lines, you lubbers, some on you Ml find a hotter birth 
than this.'* 

Then making a desperate rush on to the blazing ' bul- 
wark, he succeeded, his back turned to the flames, in sc- 
vering the triple turns of the laniards, which bound the 
backstays to the channels. The backstays now disen- 
gaged from their fastenings, Staunch directed the master to 
watch a favourable opportunity for " heaving the brig op 
\\\ the wind ;" with the hope, that the lurch to leeward, 
which would naturally accompany the sudden alteration 
in her course, would pitch tlie topmast, already wounded 
by the fire, over the side. 

^^ It can't be doon, Sir," said Stowcl, in a sullen tone,, 
who had not as get recovered from the effects of his cap- 
tain's rebuke ; ^^ unless ye sheet-home the main-tau*sle, and. 
haul your stop- waters up." 

^^ That's soon done," cried Staunch, with an atoninj^ 
air of ready acquiescence, strongly contrasted with that 
the blunt north-countryman. " Hasty, sheet-home the 
main-taupsle — Burton, rowse the shot-boxes out o' th9 
water, and — a — " 

" Better first, Sir," said Burton, " apprise tlie boal- 
kccpers astern of our intention." 

" True, we must mind the powder." 

^^ Aye, and mind, too, and not swamp the boats,in the 
bargain," again growled the master. 

" We can veer 'em further astern," cried the first lieu- 
tenant. 

<<' Only for the fire fiakes, I'd rather tow them at a shorter 
scope," said Staunch. 

" Why not heave the powder out of the cutter at once V 
said Burton ; ^^ there can be little doubt the ship in pursuit 
of us isa/riVmi." 

*^ True," said Staunch, " and if she were a foe, the 
powder would now little avail us." 

'^ Besides," said Stowel, " you'll have to lighten her nt 
last ; for the boats are shipping green seas every minutCi*' 
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lasty, jumpingr aft on the poop, shouted to the boat- 
ers " Henve over the powdet — bear ahand — we're 

iirf to bring the brig to the wind !" 
This order was irladly conipbed with, almost as soon as 
ued. 1 ofiforinably with another order, the boats were 
Bred further astern : and all was now announced in 
idinese to attempt this nice manoeuvre. 
At this period, the ship must have presented, even to 
B fv distant spectator, a most awiul and imposing 
ectacle. The fire had got total poesession of her for- 
ird ; and rose like a bright pyre against the lowering sky, 
mounting m vivid bursts the very top-gallant truck j 
lUe hurrying along each slender spar, or sfc;irching the 
rolutions of each pitchy rope, the subtle flame was seen 
UiDg and winding its way through the rigging like a snake 

liTiDg fire. 

Monnted on one of the after carronades, the master was 
»Mnred, for a tew moments, watching the rolling waves 
I the quarter : then selecting the heaviest of the' fast sue* 
cding seas, be quickly exclaimed to the all-anxious 



« Now stand by ! — hard a port !" 

Otedient to her helm the fiery fabric broached instantly 

; throwing up her blazing bow to the wind ; then rising 
If a moment on the summit of a topping wave she fell over 
> leeward down the steep descent, — gave a heavy lurch, 
te effects of which were heard through all her groaning 
tubers. The shock thus given to the lofty mast, now be- 
)ft of all support, combined with its ponderous weighty 
dapped it short above the cap, and pitched it, all flamingo 
Hiid the hissing foam of the sea. 

Rapid as was this evolution, it was full fraught with 
iaoger. In the faces of all, alam: — in some, horror, was 
Ktroiigly <iepicted ; when as she lufiiF d to the wind, they 
beheld tbe whole volume of lambent fiame fiying aft, and 
licking, with forked tongue, the shivering topsail ; or 
8wee])ing with sportive and feartul familiarity through her 
mast, spars, and rigging. 

'^ Bight the helm !" said Stowel, as the mast went ovef 
Ihe side. 

'^ Hard a- weather !" cried Staunch, 

Vol. 1.— la 
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*« Clew up now — clew up, boys !*' said Hasif, whobai! 
already ordered bands to the topsail clew-lines. *^ CJer 
up, and dont let the flames catch the foot of the sail." 

A stunning cheer si'Cr^eded, as the crew perceived tht 
wreck of the mast drifting clear of the boat astern. Again, 
in quick obedienee to her helm, the leasers head redded 
from the wind ; while the flames, which had been some- 
what checked by the *^ shipping seas,*' continued their de- 
vastating course, concentrating now their fiiry wi^in ^ 
t|>re part of the ship. 
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CHAPTER J. 

A FRIEND IN NEED. 

But now there came a flash of hope once more. 

Btron. 

Grejlt as was the anxiety which prevailed on board 
A^r their own preservation, it is but candour to admit, it 
ras scarcely less evinced on the deck of the gallant 
'V-essel, now crowding all sail to her relief. 

Distance rendered the Spitfires colours, now streaming 
^own the wind, ' union inverted,' in token of distress, 
altogether undistinguishable. But to the experienced 
^ye of the frigate's commander, who had ascended to his 
«wn mast-ll^d to take a more accurate personal obser- 
vation, there was enough to mise a presumption in his 
mind that she must be one of our own cruizers in dis- 
tress. This accounted for the press of sail, which Bur- 
ton, previously to dei'^cending, described her to carry. 
and which enabled the frigate before dark to see the 
Spitfire 8 lower yards clearly from deck. 

Had ' Steamers' been then in use, and the practice oi' 
performing voyages by fire and smoke * obtained,' in- 
stead of by wind and water ; the Spitfire might, while, 
daylight lasted, have blazed away until she had burnt to 
^^e water's edge, without have excited either alarm or 
iPtympathy throughout her ill-omened flight across any ot 
those seas now navigated by the magic craft of the mys- 
tic sons of Hydraulic science, whose proud defiance of 
tilie wind, and contempt of a * head-sea, make the fearful 
TisioQ of the ' Flying Dutchman' no longer a fable ; and 
strip Jack's dread phantom ship of all its terrors. 
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The evening was ushered in with all the usual 
cations of the approach of bad weather, and as da] 
sunk upon the horizon, the sky to windward assui 
titormy aspect. The wind too, which, though fresl 
been comparatively moderate, now became gusty 
the long swells of Biscay, instead of rolling in unbi 
masses, were surmounted by ominous * horses-headi 
sailors term them,) curling their agitated tops 
feathery foam. 

In such a state of things, it may be conjecturec 
(he anxiety on board both vessels was proportioi 
increased, as the sun shrouded his last limb in the b 
of the darkening deep. On board the one, apprehe 
prevailed that the brig would blow up, before 
l^uld reach her ; while the Spitfires crew, aware 
no such explosion could take place, from the precav 
adopted, were only alarmed lest the vessel shoal 
wholly enveloped in flarae before the stranger j( 
company. Indeed, if any thing could possibly inc 
the concern and perplexity of the commander o 
frigate, it arose from perceiving the fiery pile purj 
her reckless course unaltered, and wantonly flying 
that succour he was so anxious to afibrd. He had vi 
the forecastle at least twenty times, in as mfny min 
to make repeated inquiries of the various officers 
by this time had brought half-a dozen night-glass* 
bear upon the fearfully interesting object. 

" It 's impossible !" said he, pacing the deck t 
considerable excitement, — "impossible he could 
seen us before dark! —or why continue his course 

" Perhaps, Sir," said the master, who had justl 
counted for the cause, —** perhaps the fire 's for'ard 
he thinks it safest to keep the wind on the quartei 

"Perhaps, so, — however, if guns, blue lights, 
rockets can draw his attention, he shall have the 
plenty. Send for the gunner,' and — a -' 

'* I beg your pardon, Sir,*^ interrupted the mi 

looking to the crowd of straining canvass overhead^ 

a solicitude which showed he was nearly as an: 

aliout the fate of their own spars, as his captain ws 

thnt of the flaming fugitive— " but don't you t 
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we 're pressing her a little too much ? The sticks, you 
see^ Sir, are beginning to complain!*' 
' •* Complain ! — Let them : —how can you hint at short- 
ening sail, when such a heart-rending scene stares you 
' in the foce ? Hold on !— hold on, good sticks !'* said the 
commander, apostrophizing his supple spars with a burst 
of feeling that did honour to his heart. ** Hold on but 
another hour, and we may yet save the poor fellows from 
destruction !*' 

Though the master attributed this unmerited rebuke 
to the excitement of the moment, yet he could not re- 
frain from muttering to himself, as he turned upon his 

heel — •* Good sticks, indeed ! — They must be d d 

gopdt if they stand the next squall !*' — a prediction which 
appeared likely to be fulfilled ; for the wind was freshen- 
ing fast, and often fell upon the sails in heavy and 
sudden gusts. 

But in this instance, the lively interest felt by his 
commander, induced him to forego that caution, which. 
doubtless, he would have displayed on a less pressing- 
occasion. 

There are cases, wherein the most prudent and justi- 
fiable precautions may not only be impugned by inferiors. 
but be sij^ject to o6icial censure from a superior. 
Thus, though a ship will often be found to sail as fast ; 
nay, sometimes faster, by being not overpresscd with 
canvass : yet when employed in the pursuit of a foe, or 
in ' support of a friend,* adieu to the reputation of that 
commander, who on such an emergency, shows not an 
extraordinary spread of sail. Such, however, was not 
V the feeling by which the captain of the Flora was 
actuated. His courage was unquestioned; and the 
name of Sir- Harry Driver was hallowed in the hearts 
of all his crew, as the true type of humanity. It was 

•not wonderful, therefore, that his mind was entirely 
absorbed by, and all hi:^ cAurts directed to, one sole ob- 
ject — the rescuing his tcllowcreatures from that fate, 
Idi'^hich it was now plain, cither element must soon— too 
soon, —accomplish. 

While the brave ship was rapidly cleaving her way 
through the water, the boiling masses bursting in spark.- 

1^ 
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g foam beneath her bows, the spars aloft were heard 
creak, and complain in every cfirection, nnder the 
^avy pressure of the low and lofty canvass, which 
foudly towered on each mast like a pyramid, despite 
f the gathering gale Th^ studding sail booms were 
opping upwards, and threatening each minute* as th^ 
3ent io the breeze, to snap short in their confining irons. 
By the additional weight of their outer wings, the top- 
sail yards thus extended, notwitlistanding the support , 
affordod by tlicir taughtened * lifts/ and well-bowsed 
Uurtons, were bowing in the slings, and drooping their 
extremities ; while the towering topmast was observed, 
not without some ominous foreboding, yielding to the 
blast : or oscillatint; to and fro with the * send of the 
«:hip ;* like a supple ash tree on the mountain top, con- 
tonding with the storm. 

Meantime the frigate's ship's company were actively 
: employed clearing the boats, and makin<jr preparations 
for hoisting them out. The fire-engine was placed in 
(he barge, and a proportionate number of buckets in 
each of the cutters on (he quarter. In the sanguine ex- 
pectation of arriving in time to save, at least some of the 
valuable lives now in jeopardy, tliis kind-hearted and 
considerate ofliccr had not only directed a iparc sail to 
t>e spread under the half deck, as a temporary place of 
icpose for the night; but ordered several bales of 
blankets and purser's clothing to be got up in readiness, 
(o supply f he wants of such as might have sufTerjcd from 
I he effects of the fire. Nor did he even neglect to ap- 
prize the surgeon of the necessit}' for being prepared to 
administer prompt professional aid to such as might re- 
<juire his humane atientions. 

Occupied in issuing orders of this nature, respecting - 
Ihe economy of the ship, and probable future emergen- 
cies, his attention was abstracted for some time from th^ 
itormy indications of the weather to windward ; an^ 
now, as if f\t vindicate tlie character of the master as a 
man of intelligence, the coming squall overtook them ii^ 
their course, and fulfilled his worst predictions. Its ap- 
proach was too rapid to be anticipated by any orden 
'f 1 Airst on them close astern ; ruffling, and whitening 
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with the rapidity of lightnins, the whole surface of the 
stricken and agitated sea ; curbing and even levelling, witli 

(the keenness of its fury, the swell of the rolling wavoB. 
*' Ah ! just as I said — here we have it, thick and dry !'- 
• said the master, looking over the taffrail. 
! " Man the topgallant clewlines, and studden-sail down- 
banls," vociferated the captain, through his trumpet, in 
Moents indicating alarm ; though nearly lost in the deafen- 
>Bg conflict of the elements. 

"Mind what you *re about with the studden sail tacks,** 
cdioed the first lieutenant, throwing his night glass into 
^e of the boats on the booms, and upsetting in his hurried 
^ight along the gangway, an unfortunate midshipman into 
Oie waist. 

" Clew-up— haul-down !" cried the captain, with in- 
^iS^ised earnestness. 

'Don*t start the top gallant sheets, till the yards arc 
"O^n on the cap," bawlSd the master. 
' *■ £ase away the lower-studden-sail haliards— clew dovn 
r"'*<ilew down the forc-to'gallant-sail," cried the first lieu- 
^«^ant 

-^ *• Let go the short-sheet in the fore-top." 
I ** Hold on— hold on the fore-lopmast studden-tack,*' bcl 
*^Mrcd the boatswain ; — •*! 'm blowed but you 'II have the 
► *^U across the stay. There, some lubberly beggar has let 
[So the lower-studden-sail-guy in the waist.'* 

In this state of confusion, the seamen tumbling over each 
^Uier, as they flew about the deck in the dark, to 'dew- 
"^p' and * haul-down:* the sails straining, and ready to 
Urst from their bolt-ropes, the fore-topsail yard snajiped 
[iarp in the slings, and the fore-topmast studding-sail- 
>^m broke short in its iron. Deprived of all solid sup- 
pert, by the fracture of their spars, the outer sails, till now 
proudly extended to the breeze, drooped Ihcir shjiltered 
Wjng ^, and bagged to leeward in the lilast. 'ilie furious 
Ljipping of the wildly agitated sails, struggling, as if to 
Hisengage themselves from their confining gear : now shook 
Jlefrigate to her very centre, amid the thunder-like claps 
of the rebounding canvass, which drowned alike the word 
of oommand, and the shrUl whistling of the gale through 
the cordage. 
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'* We shall never save the sails,** said the master, "on- 
less we bring the wind on the other quarter " 

.4 J) ^ f ^e sails J — think of the poor sools !'' said Efa 

Harry; — "Cat away their gear, and let them fly to the 
devil r' - 

"With all my heart Sir,'* mattered the master, "w 
they *re.properiy expended in the log/** 

These orders were quickly complied with by a few smut 
fellows, who were right glad to substitute the knife for the 
more laborious progress of hauling their arms ott, in a vain 
endeavour to gather in the flapping canvass. 

Previously to the sudden coming on of the squall, tie 
forlorn condition of the two sailors, who had determined to 
share each other*s fate in the jolly boat, was fisist improving; 
and they themselves/ though unable to keep paee wiu, 
much less gain on the brig, were encouraged to nope, from 
the moment they perceived a sail coming down with flie 
wind, that she was directing her course, so as to assist the 
ship which had been compelled to leave them to an almost 
unavoidable death. If so, as long as they held tfaar fiiil 
bark in the same trnck as the burning vessel, they wen 
almost certain to be overtaken by the ship astern, and re- 
lieved trom their perilous situation One moment, all whs*] 
reviving hope, the next, despair. The squall, which, catch- 
ing first the frigate, seemed to hurry her faster to thei|^ 
assistance, bore on its wings, to these unhappy men, 8! 
and sure destruction ; and the same furious sweep of 
gust which carried away the frigatc*s topsail yard, 
studding sail-booms, had no sooner overtaken the 
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boat in its devastating course, than she broached too, and 
was instantly enffulplK^ in the giant eddies of the deep : 
doting for ever- the gates of hope and of life, on these hap- 
less, yet faithful companions. 

Possibly their hard destiny will be the less regrette<l 
by some who allow their feelings to be enslaved by their 
political bias ; when it is confessed that these poor fellows, 
thus united in rude friendship, and a rqder fate, were no 
other than the blunt tars, whose predilections for a sailor's 
life were so long proof against the wily appeal of the itine- 
lant evangelist of discontent and economy, on the beach at 
Dartmoum. 

Contrary to his expectations, it appeared to Sir Harry, 
as he looked over the side at the fast passing foam, that 
the ship was pursuing her course with unabated rapidity : 
Qolwithstanding that her canvass had already been reduced 
i[i main-topsail and foresail. 

" Bless my soul !'* he exclaimed with astonishment, 
*'she appears to be flying thro* it as fast as before we 
•shortened sail! Heave the log, and see what she 's 
goinff." 

"Aye, aye. Sir," answered the mate of the watch, throw- 
ing himself astride on the after part of the quarter-deck 
bammocks, which were still stowed in the nettings — 
"Hold the reel there — Quarter-master, get the short- 

The sand had no sooner run out the fourteen seconds, 
i^rthan the long graduated line, which had been flying-off the 
reel with the rapidity of lisrhtning, suddenly stopped. 

" Ten-and-a-half. Sir," exclaimed the midshipman, in a 
tone of exhilaration, natural enough at his years, when per- 
haps nothing is more gratifying than a consciousness of 
rapid motion — ** Ten-and-a-half," he repeated, rubbing his 
hands with infinite delight- 
Like another Cassandra, gratified by the fulfillment of 
bis'unheeded predictions, the master was heard, in a tone 
?of triumph, to exclaim once more—** Didn't / tell you so 
-^she wanted no pressing such a night as this — D — n it 
sbe sends along like a witch in a hurricane." 

The deep sluides of night now settled on the cheerless 
prospect, and darkness shrouded every object in the gloomy 
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horizon— changeful fortnne still frowning on the wretohfl&j 
The fickle moon, fair weather queen oif night wttbMd| 
her light as if to damp their courage and increase ih ' 
embarrassments. The sullen scene was, however, fii 
fully relieved at moments* by a signal gun, anon by^iie *] 
liTid glare of blue4ight8 from the frigate ; or the eAplojiw 
of the rapid rocket, high in the gloomy vault of heaup^ 
Under any other circumstances, a spectator mi^t hdfie 
imagined, from the frequency of these discharges from her 
deck, that the frigate herself was the ship in distress ; bat 
here the position of the peril was defined with fear-franght 
accuracy, by the wild raging flames, and the gloomy ilia- 
minatiun of red glaring haze, which hung awfully sus- 
pended immediately over the Spitfire, in a 'semiciroltt. 
assuming an indistinct, globular form in the higher r^ioAft 
of the air, occasioned by the reflective power of the atflMS- 
phere. 

For some time past the hull of the brig had been risins 
to their view ; and they could see distinctly the part of time 
vessel possessed and fast wasting beneath the wild VKWUgmB 
of the all-devouring element. The crew had relaxed their 
endeavours to extinguish the fire, as well from being ■'^oni 
out by previous fatigue, as from the encouragement they 
now derived from the near approach of succour For sa<9D 
was the luminous efiect, produced. by the enormous masts 
of towering flame athwart the deep, that the ship aitem 
could be indistinctly seen, and to their great joy, wasCOB' 
jectured to be a frigate of the first class. '^ 

A striking contrast was observable on the decks of the 
two vessels : wiiile every one on board the frigate eageily 
crovirded the fosecastle ; the unhappy crew of the 8mtff* 
were seen, despite of the discipline of a ship-of-war,ninglfld 
with the officers, pell-mell, and cooped up promiseuoudy 
on the poop and quarter-deck As the frigate neared Hk 
fugitive, the red reflection of the flames fell upon her salb 
and hull, involving the friendly bark in the livery of ter. * 

A short consultation took place between Sir Harry ant 
his officers, as to the mode to be adopted in approachatf' 
the burning wreck. In his generous anxiety to doae wim 
the brig, the captain announced his intentuoi to nm past 
him, in order to fiusilitate his dropping his boats on b€«fd> 
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^ou bad better not run any snch risk, Sir," interposed 
;t lieutenant, in a suitable tone of deference to bis 
>r — '* we shall bave bis embers flying on board U5, 
stting fire to our sails and rigging." 
^ell, but damn it, you see be won't heave to ; what 's 
done !" 
^^,Vhy, run in his wake, within a cable's length or so," 
llQp the master ; " then round to^ and you 'U see how soon 
ke 11 foUow your example." 

''True," said the first lieutenant ; ** besides, he 'U then 
lie under our lee, and the frigate will make a smooth for 
tbe boats." 

"Very well," said Sir Hkirry; for the moment we 
ixymid to, out barge, and lower the cutters from the 
[oarters." 

"Whatever is to be done, there 's no time to be lost,'' 
add the second lieutenant, " for I see the fire has taken 
lold of her main-top." 

A sound as of a distant echo, faintly waft^ across the 
ivnters, was distinguished on board, despite of the violence 
>f the vrind. 

''Hark! ifthat'snotacheer," cried the master, "there's 
Qo snakes in Virgi iiia. ' ' 

"That it is, f '11 be sworn," said the captain, with 
QTident delight. '* Return it by all means, 't will keep up 
their spirits. Turn the hands up, cheer ship." 

Rushing forward, the whole ship's company were 
nutantly crowded on the forecastle, or seen jumping up 
in the fore-shrouds * manning the rigging.' This mode of 
narshalling the men, and preparing to execute the order 
inform, was here adopted with the intention of rendering 
the effect of their aggregate voice more loud and distinct 
^ it was borne down with the wind in a concentrated 
viriiune. That such a signal of their anxiety might excite 
Qorresponding encouragement in those whose lives were 
in imminent periL the commander resolved to give it the 
fidlest possible efi:ect. and ordered the boatswain to ' stand 
W and give the time according to the immemorial usage 
or the service in similar cases. Impressed with the im- 
portance of the office imposed on him, the boatswain now 
gave the preparatory flourish vnth his pipe, and a shout 
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rent the blast, which might have startled the mons 
the deep, but that naturalists inform us (contrary 
profound opinion of that sage angler, Cotton, 
authority on piscatory philosophy is of .some weight); 
all the finny tribe are deaf.^ A second flourish 'of the' 
succeeded, and a second shout louder than the 
Again, and for the last time, the stormy welkin run 
an exhilarating cheer, like the discharge of 
swelled by the loud, lengthened tones of all the frigaffft 
men and officers. After a few seconds, the same 6int 
echo, heard before, was again borne along the waten/ 
and as it died on the eager cars of the msate's crew, 
convinced them that their heartfelt huzzas had already 
produced the best efifect on those they were intend 
to encourage; and that the cheer was heard and ^ 
turned. 

Amid the anxiety of the captain to afford the moit 
prompt assistance to the ship in distress, it did not escape 
him, that in consequence of the rolling of the vessel, and 
her labouring motion in the heavy sea, which was fiit 
getting up, the operation of hoisting out the barge was 
likely to be one of considerable risk. The first lieutenant, 
whose character was caution to a proverb, perceiviDg the 
ship lurching heavily to leeward, suggested to his captaiD 
the propriety of previously running in the lee mainndedE 
guns, lest in dipping their long muzzles, protruding ot^ 
the ship*s side, they should come in collision witb th^ 
gunwale of the boat, and possibly stave her to pieces 
before she could be completely extricated from the stay 
and yard-tack falls, which were to lower her into the sea. 
In this suggestion the captain immediately acquiesced, 
exclaiming - '* Right, right run 'em in at once/ Tb^ 
addressing the master with earnest emphasis, he obserrei 
— " Remember the sheet anchor-stock over the side ; and 
mind, when we 're hoisting out the boat, you rather W 
her fore-reach than gather stern- way.** 

" Aye, aye. Sir ! we II take care that pile-driver don't 
send any of our boats to the bottom. Quarter-master,*' 
added the master, now sensible of the importance of the 
suggestion, ** mind after we round to, that you keep the 
helm no more than a couple of spokes a-lee." 
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whole of the larboard battery of guns, from the sheet- 
or stock forward io the captain's bulkhead, were, to 
the language of the lieutenant who issued the order, 
n-in, in no time." 

▼eiy thing being complied with which prudence could 
, the frigate, when within the prescribed distance 
,the Spitfire, which she was fast nearing in her wake, 
it her helm a-lee, and rounded to the wind on the star- 
tack ; laying her main-topsail to the mast, and as- 
uming a stationary position under her two ader try-sails, 

el fore, and fore-topmast staysails. To this alteratioa 
m her previous course, she drew the attention of the 
brig's people by burning a blue light on the forecastle. 
1^18 new position, and the signal which accompanied it, 
were no sooner observed by the brig, than she was seea 
following the same movement, and coming to the wind in 
a parallel direction. 

*' There she rounds to," said Sir Harry, *' bear a hand 
«- quick, quick — out boats." 

** I knew it," said the master, — << took the hint — never 
was out in my reckoning yet." 

Ere the boatswain had ceased vociferating " Hands 
out boats," the yards and stay-tackle falls were all manned 
by the crew : who had coolly anticipated the order. 

** Away with the stays," cried the boatswain. << High 
^enough— there you are — ^haul away the yards — D~my 

S' ff mind what you're about with the fore-and-aft guy." 
d then anxious for the safety of the heavy barge, which 
continued high in air to oscillate from and to the frigate's 
aide, with the roll of the vessel ; endangering her being 
'SiDBflhed in pieces whenever the weather-lurch flung her 
ponderous weight against the ship's bends, he shouted to 
ike hands in the boat — <* Out stretchers, boys, and bear 
riP— Let go the stays^— Lower of all — lower roundly— 
let go— o — o." 

At the latter mandate, all hands loosened their hold of 

the various purchases, and the barge coming down by 

''the run,' suddenly fell into the agitated sea. Taking ad« 

vantage of a ' smooth,' both cutters were cautiously low- 

^ered from the quarters, and their throws, with some diffi- 

ToL. II 2 
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culty, embarkedi by descendiogi or sliding down the 
tacUe-falls. 

The two junior lieutenants appointed to superioi 
this arduous duty, repaind to the quart »t deck, by 
captain's order, and received a caution to beware of 
too many into the boats. ^* Remember," i»aid Sir Hi 
'' that in a service of this nature, there in a still 
necessity for coolness, than even intrepidity ; nor is it 
all unlikely, that their discipline may yitrld to the dread oC 
the danger, and occasion the capsizintj of the boat% 
should they jump aboanl of you in numbers. — Therefore 
be cautious how you run upon her quarter." 

" Cautious !" muttered the master, ** it seems an easier 
matter to pay-out advice, than coil it in. Had he minde^ 
mine, we should have saved both sails and sticks — ^Bol ^ 
never mmd — like the king, he can do no wrong." 

As this was said out ot* ear- shot of the captain, it met 
not from him that rebuke, which otherwise it would, no 
doubt, have received. 

" Be cool," continued Sir Harry, "be steady,-— for re- 
member coolness here is true humanity." 

" Of the truth of that remark 1 am well aware/' saiJ 
the elder lieutenant. 

" Never fear. Sir, I'll do all that man can," rather im- 
patiently exclaimed a .beardless Hotspur, who had bet 
*' shipped" an enviable epaulette, in consequence of recent 
exemplary conduct. 

Whilst these arrangements were making,* the SpitJiTt^^ 
people were occupied in cutting away, as far as the fire 
would permit them, the shot-boxes and spars towiog 
overboard, lest thoy might stave the friendly boats coroiog 
to their assistance. Staunch now addressed the seamen 
and marines who surrounded him on the poop, driven aft 
in a dense mass by the rapid encroachment of the tire. 

" Let me warn you again, lads, not to attempt jumping 
into the t>oat8 — Attend to me, I'll be answerable for the 
lives of all, and shall be the last man to quit the ship !'' 

This assurance produced a short lively huzza, arid waa 
the first intimation the Florals people received, that vd»X- 
ters were going on as they could wish. 

<* L.et me entreat you," he continued, "tp fafeyovit 
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1 wait till your names are called over as you stand 
looks — Two trips are certain to carry us all oq 
)ut if you attempt to crowd the boats, it's all over 
i!" 

e hear that, boys ?*' said Brace, mustering up all 
) energy left him from excessive fati^e, and the 
sustained by the fire. — " Now mind, no scram- 
lU know ; fair play's a jewel — none o' you, I 
rill lose your call ;" and then, turning to BurtoUj^ 
hiH great favourite, he added, in an under tone—* 
Mister Burton, as you know, I stand out o' ball 
'you on the book<«, if you've any fancy for my 
I're as welcome as the morning sun." 
ire, the boats are off," cried Staunch — ^'iianlup 
T <|uir.k — lei us despatch her first." 
bt. Sir, ri^ht," replied Hasty — " she'll be oat of 
of the others, and prevent accidents ;" then ad- 
the captain's clerk — '' Muster the first twelve on 
:8." 

», consisting; of the gunner, boatswain, carpenter^ 
d eight others, descended the vessel, not without 
id soliiMtation on the part of Brace to Burton, to 
iself nf his turn. 

lie, come, Brace," said the captain, you've done 
; like a man, and no o.ie on board requires rest^ 
rtfeon's help, so much as yourself." 
1, Sir, if you say so, I suppose I must bundle in 
3 it's not so easy a matter to find a footing in a 
sutler, with a fried pair of flippers." 
we'll lower you down by hand," said Burton. 
thank you all the same, Sir ; never mind— it's 
irst time Bob Brace has held on by his head- 
Well," ejaculated the crippled boatswain, turn* 
i to take his last leave of the now deplorable bark 
I bless you, old lass ! — though many's the soaking 
iven me for'ard, and you now turn roe adrift with 
dd hide, I'm not the fellow as can forget you were 
craft I wet my warrant in." — Then taking advan- 
i lifting sea, and accompanying the action by a 

• Teethi 
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cry of << stand right uDder," he« with reckless intreptdrty, | 
flung himself into the cutter under the counter, fracturing r 
his arm in the fall. 

As the boats passed under the stern of the brig, they 
were perceived by the first lieutenant to be no longer 
within the shelter afforded by the frigate^s hull from ue 
violence of the sea : He exclaimed to Sir Harry — ** We 
must fill (he main-topsail, and shoot her further ahead to 
shelter our boats, or they'll swamp in returning." 

<< Brace up — ^brace up," returned the captain — ** baeki 
and fill as much as you like, but keep the brig on the lee- 
beam; ease your helm, up, master -you needn't be afraid 
of the flames — besides, she's drifting to leeward two ftet 
for our one." 

The boats being now out of view, their anxiety was 
only, perhaps, increased from the circumstance of theix 
oeing lef\ to conjecture as to the success or failure of their 
hazardous enterprize. 

P>om the superior elevation, however, of the frigate'^ 
deck over that of the lesser vessel, and the bright light »'4 
the flames, now involving her entire hull, and frightfulk ^ 
waving above the very heads of the people, Sir Harry 
enabled to see partially what was done on the lattei 
deck. Crowded as that part of it appeared, which aloi 
was tenable by the crew, it gave bun a degree of consi 
lation to perceive that there was no tumultuous' moveme 
on deck. 

Had not the most judicious precautions been taken 
the young officers in the boats to prevent more than oi 
at a time from approachmg close under the Sffitfire^s 
ter, to take in her people, several lives must have inevii 
bly been sacrificed. For such was the heavy pitchi 
and sending of the b .g in the furious waves, which 
ran mountains high ; that, drifting in this hapless con-^^'' 
tion, a mere wreck on the water, with her helm lasheci:^ ^ 
lee, she would, doubtless, have stove the boats to pie(^^ ^ 
under her counter. 

Never before, perhaps, was there witnessed such a c^^* 
cided triumph of discipline over the dread terrors, na'^"- 
rally awakened in the minds of all the actors, in sucknE ft 
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iM^eoe. All waited their tcrrn, without expreasing any tm« 
-becomiog impatience, or repining. 

Perceiving that the boat, now closing the frigate» waa 
not one of his own, and that her fatigued crew could wi^ 
difficulty keep her head to the sea, and avoid presenting 
her broadside to the curling summits of the watery ridgesi 
which, breaking on her beam, would have certainly swamp* 
ed her. Sir Harry edged away the ship, not only to short* 
en the < pull' of the Spitfire*t people, but to quiet his own 
suspense relative to the danger that might be apprehended 
from the powder's exploding on board the brig. 

** Boat ahoy e.!". he cried, through his trun^pet, in a loud 
voice, which, from being borne on the wind, was distinct- 
ly beard by the people in the Spitfire's cutter — <* Ls the 
magazine drowned ?" 

" No, Sir, no — the pow-der— ;" from the feiqpon* 
dent being to leeward, and, therefore, having to contend 
with the wind, the remaining part of the sentence was aK 
together lost. 

*< Bless my soul ! how truly unfortunate,'^ ejaculated 
Sir Harry, in a tone of dejection, too plainly indicating 
how suddenly the intimation, apparently conveyed by this 
imperfect sentence, depressed his hopes. 

" Aye," said the master, << you'd better, Sir, luffagua 
to the wind. — Take my advice Sir, run no nearer.— -xou 
may depend on't," continued he, with an earnestness of 
manner which clearly indicated a conviction on his mind> 
that he momentarily expected the dreadful and dreaded 
event — << she'll be going off in a tangent, and doing us a 
mischief: — one should give as wide a birth to a burning 
ship, as you would to a sunken ruck." 

" Hark !" cried Sir Harry, heedless of the master*s 
monition — ^* they're again hailing in the boat — silence in 
the waist — silence fore-and-afl !" 

Again the voice in the boat was heard, articulating each 
syllable with that precision peculiar to seamen when hail* 
ing at a distance. " The pow— der — is — all — " and 
again a pause ensued, as if the speaker was watchiog 
^or a lull. 

With the same syllabic distinctness, Sir Harry repeat- 

2* 
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ed (ahtawdf— ^' The — pow*-der — is M^^att diBtindt' 
ly heaid." 

''Thrown— — ^ver — board," added the voice in the 
boat 

'' Thrown overboard — thrown oVerboardi" exclaimed 
the first lieuteoanti ambitious to be the first to rejieat the 
glad tidings. 

" Thank God ! thank God !" briefly ejaculated Sir 
Harry, whose reanimated hopes soon betrayed them- 
selves in every feature of his countenance, now vifidly 
illumiimted by the awfully bright conflagration. 

'' Pipe the gigs away,* — and have them in readiness 
to relieve those poor worn-out follows the moment the 
people are out of the boat." 

'' Of course you'll despatch her again, Sir 1" asked 
the first lieutenant. 

*• Certainly, if not stove." 

" We'll have to bail her out first." 

'' Well, recollect there's no time to be lost in a sea 
like this !" 

" The gig's crew were already on the gangway to re- 
lieve the Spitfire*$ people, who, from excessive fatigue, 
could hardly lay in the oars as they now arrived along- 
side. To assist them in their ascent, man-ropes and life« 
lines were hung over the ship's side. 

'< Heave in the sternfast !" 

'< Keep from under the anchor-stock I'* 

" Bear off— bear off!" 

"Jump up — ^jump up!" 

As these short sentences were uttered by different 
voices both in the frigate and the boat, some were seen 
jumping through the ports ; others, dipping in the water 
with the roll of tho ship, were like half-drowned cats 
clinging to the chain-plates ; whilst the more robust suc- 
ceeded in hauling themselves hand-over-hand up the side. 

** All out now, Sir, but the two boat-keepers and the 
boatswain," cried one of the former. 

"What's the matter with the boatswain 1" asked Sir 
Harry, leaning over the lee-gangway hammocks-. 

♦ Meanin£^ the gig's crew 
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^^ He^8 lying Do hiii beam ends^ Sir, with a broken arm 
in the bottom of the boat" 

** Aye, and you niight a said, broiled alive like a mack- 
arel in the bargain," muttered poor Brace. 

^ Overhaul the * whip' down for hiro," cried the first 
lieutenant, who having anticipated accidents of this nature, 
had taken the precaution to have it in readiness on the 
yard. This mode of < transporting' poor Brace was so 
truly repugnant to his feehngs, that he could not refrain 
from growling aloud. 

^ " What ! Bob Brace brought to this at last— bum't out 
o* one craft, and whipped into another, for all tlie world 
like a bag o' greens, or a quarter o' beef I" 

** Gome, come," said Tompion, the gunner, who had 
already descended into the boat with a running bowline- 
knot at the end of the whip, determined not to trust to 
other hands the slinging of his crippled messmate, who, 
it will be recollected, had so ^llantly saved his life at the 
risk of his own. <' Gome, Bob, it's my turn now — d'ye 
remember how you roused the old lady, slock-and-fluke. 
Irom under the bows at Dartmouth ?" 

** Aye, damn the place, we've never had luck since we 
left it.'' 

The gunner was now in the act of lifting by the shoulder 
f lis sufFeriug shipmate on the thwarts, preparatory to sling- 
ing, when a deep groan from poor Brace compelled him 
to relinquish his hold, and drop him again in the bottom 
of the boat. 

" D— — my toplights, Tim ! mind what you're at. 
Haul away on my lower limbs as long as you like, but 
handsomely, handsomely with my sprung spars aloft !" 

<< Well, come rouse a bit, old boy — break bulk, bear a 
iist, bear a fist, we'll have the boat swamping right under 
us afore we can clap you in the slings. Upon deck 
there !" hailed the gunner : " heave us down a fathom of 
trapping, or as much as 'ill make us a bit of a breast-rope 
for the boatswain." 

The crippled tar was now, to use the gunner's phrase,. 
* slung like a lady,' and instantly transported to the quar- 
ter-deck of the frigate. Faint and breathless, he was 
borne to the surgeon in the cockpit in excruciating tpr- 
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ture, though not without casting a Kngering look lB(t hiB 
fast consuming favuurite. 

Hardly three quarters of an hcfur had elapsed, before 
the boats had made two successful trips to the brig, and 
relieved above ninety of her people from their perilous 
situation. In performing this duty some accidents had 
occurred, almost inevitable under such circumstances. 
The unceasing alternation of the rising and falling of the 
boats, rendered it a matter of nice calculation, activity, 
and expertness, to embrace the fleeting opportunities af* 
forded, only at moments, to the faltering foot of the pert 
eon descending from the brig ; for not unfrequcntly whe# 
he felt the boat's gunwale beneath bis foot, the fall of t^ 
retreating wave which had raised, not only instantly rtf^i 
moved it widely apart from the brig ; but presented, in-^ 
stead of the cheering prospect of the boat, as a means of ,;' 
preservation ready to receive him, the appalling sigbt of 
an abyss of agitated waters yawning to engulph tM -ad- 
venturer : again the wave rose, but the boat having beea 
swept away,. ho was compelled to hold on the rope, drench- 
ed by successive seas, ere he could make good his land- 
ing, or be hauled mto the boat neck and heels. A little 
midshipman, who had vainly made repeated efforts t^ 
catch the only safe moment for making his descent, was bK> 
length caught by the ankle, the only part of him withif^ 
reach of a powerful seaman's grasp, when the barge wa^^ 
whisked away by a receding sea, and the poor boy onl>^^ 
preserved from havjng his brains dashed out, in the 
cussioQ of the bout against the brig'tt bends, by the sai 
friendly hand keeping him bodily under water, until t1 
next sea separated the boat sufficiently apart from the side ^ 
to admit of the boy being dragged over the gunwale ^ 
(Contusions, broken shins, and bruises were the lot of ma.'-' 
ny, and scarcely any escaped immersion, or reiteratccS 
drenching, by the sea breaking furiously over them. 

In the last trip, however, the Spitfire*s cutteir, in trans ^ 
porting the people, swamped alongside of the frigate, and 
soon went to the bottom. The other three boats had 
been so stove by repeated concussions against the ship, its 
taking in the fugitives, or putting them on board the FUnra,, 
\i was impossible to keep them free^ even by bailing x^uC 
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the water in buckets. To attempt another trip ivith any 
chance of success, was, therefore, totally impojsible, and 
the most lively alarm was now felt by all for the fate ot 
those left behind. The flame had made a tremendous 
progress abaft, and swept the whole of the poop ; compel- 
ling the poor suflerers to shelter themselves, by throwing 
their bodies flat on that part of the deck with their faces 
turned from the scorching element to preserve their eyes 
from its fury. 

The weather-main-rigging had been already burnt 

^throuizh : and the main- most, now perceived to be totter- 

[ficwas momentarily expected to fall. It was perceived 

whenever this occurred the mast would fall to lee- 

ufd. and thereby prevent thi^ boats closing with the 

Tessel on tire, in her only approachable part. 

The wretched group, whose fate now seemed fixed, 
ited of Staunch, with his two lieutenants, the mas- 
id Drjj^i the serjeant of marines : who, in a luck- 
loss^ hour, conceiving himself a commissioned oflicer« 
from having command of the ' party,' resolutely adhered 
to the determination of his superiors not to abandon the 
^ ship until the last. 

Jk. hurried consultation took place on the frigate's quar- 
Mst^ecky as to the probability of aflbrding them relief. 
jgi^"^' We've not a boat iliat can now live," said the master, 

^^nless we hoist out the heavy launch." 
^ « For that we've no time oow in a situation of such im- 
: ;%iinent peril," said Sir Harry. " What's to be done 1 — 
Mfconiethintf must be attempted for the Uves of those brave 
bellows !" 

. Djuring this short dialogue, the eyes of all the crew 
seemed intently fixed on the li'tle council at the cap- 
jstan ; while some of the petty oflicers and elder seamen 
were observed, despite of the sanctity of such secret 
committees, encroaching upon the hallowed confines ot 
the quarter-deck, as if to catch the whispered accents of 
their superior. 

*^ Give me the joUy-boaty" exclaimed the first lieutenant 
aloud, obviously addressing some of the crew nearest 
him, *< and /'// see what's to be done — ^you know, Sir. 
there's nothing like a short boat in a sea !" 
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This iotimation was not lost upon those it was id tend* 
ed to reach. — Cheerfulness usurped the place of deep 
solicitude in the faces of half a dozen of the nearest top- 
men, and as many voices simultaneously exclaimed — 
•< I'll be one, Sir." 

<< There, Sir," fiaid Haultaut, the first lieutenant, << I've 
a [Hcked crow to ray mind in a minute." 

" With all my heart," said 8ir Harry, — <• away at 
once." 

A race took place in running af\, to see who would be 
first on the taffrail into the jolly-bnat, as she hung ai 
peudtid across the ship's stern ; and it is but juKtic^ 
the zeal of those who arrived latest, to admit that 
were foiled m their efforts only, by the superior agilttj^ 
their compeiitors. 

** Mind how you lower us " said ilaultaut, jumping in- 
to the boat, — ** and be careful and let go the aftf 
first, so as to let the boat come qui^ly head to sea.' 

The bofirswam of the frigate, who superintended this «». 
service, watching for a lull, very opportunely, after the rol: 
Hng past of a third sea, lowered her down, immediafephi^.-- 
disenga«>ing her from the falb. cleared her from ulldw- 
the counter, and she was swept rapidly before the seCtQ 
leeward into the SAtprch wake. 

'*Give way, my boys," cried the lieutenant, ''ai 
round her quarter.^' ^: 

A shock of horror burst from the crowded deck of the^pi 
Flora, as the bng's mammat^t was observed, with its pod^JK 
derous yards and gear, all envelopfMl in flame, falling ove^Hf 
the quarter, and precipitating itself into the surge. ^^ 

''It's all over with the Jolly-boat," exclaimed the mas- 
tor, << she's crushed beneath the wreck as sure as a 
gun." 

" No, no, Mister Job-— I saw her since." 

*' So did I, Sir," said the boatswain, '' and there she is^ 
all alive and kicking, to wind'ard of the wreck." 

All hope of accomplishmg theirjbumano object seem- 
ed, by this dreadful, but longincpected accident, to be ex- 
tinguished in the breasts of those gallant volunteers. 
To approach the ship to ieeward was impossible ; as it 
turned out, the lee-afier ' swifter' had unfortunately es- 
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cftped the fleunes, aad held the wreck to the hull, and 
such was the wild agitation of the heavy spars, heaving 
and oending in the raging sea, that had the sufferers low- 
ered themselves down on them from the poop of the brig, 
no consideration could have induced Haultaut to risk the 
hazard of having his frail boat stove to pieces by coming 
in collision with the massive mast or spars. Nor were 
the brig*s officers less sensible of the impotency of their 
humane efforts to relieve them. In such circumstances, 
desperation is often the mother of enterprize. Burton 
^observed to cast a wistful eye on the leadline, in mo- 
kry abstraction. Hasty, who was well aware of his 
ty in resources, and the benevolence of his disposi- 
li hnmediately divined his intentinii and exclaimed — 
** Are you inclined to risk the part of life-preserver f 
4t^ not the /irsi time you tried it with success — remem- 
irtmoutti !" 

It sound fell on his ear like a knelK A crowd of 

agdnizing sensations rushed on his mind, and lent a reck- 

i^w enthusiasm to his wavering resfolve. As much of the 

jJ^ge^fas necessary for his project was unwound off the 

tWi when hailing the people in the boat, so as to arrest 

attention, he lowered himself over the stem, ex- 

ling — <* I'll risk their preservation, or perish in the at- 

ipt!" 

^he next moment he was seen buffeting his way through 

waves, and soon reached the boat ; ere be was taken 

f. Hasty had attached the other extremity of the line to 

hawser, hanging over the taffrail, which Burton soon 

mauled into the boat, and made fast to the bead-sheets. 

^< All fast in the boat — haul in — haul in, to as short a 
^Cope as you can," said Haultaut. 

Staunch, and his three companions, clapping on the 
Xawser, the jolly-boat was brought as near to the brig's 
Item as was considered to be safe. 

" Here's shew the way !" said Hasty, gliding down the 
lawser, until the rope sinking by his weight, plunged in 
\ke coming wave, through which he was compelled to 
perform a submarine passage to the boat's boW; where^ 
almost suffocated, he was lifted into the boat. 
Damped, in some degree, by the experience of the 
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first tieutcnanl, iu his transit thrnufih tlie rude elemenfl 
none of the remaitimie parlies maniiRsted that acixwXy Ftm 
precedency, which ia ail frequently- dUcovtrahle at publH 
assembiie!!. Staunch luckily had Ion;; since avowed h' 
intention to be thu last mnn. The amicable desira I 
yield ilie preference wa^, therefore, confined to Stonali 
and the serjeant. Tiie master had the advantage in 
and wa« sure to carry weight whim ii waa a mere j 
complaisance. Every ttiing conspire^ ai^aiosi poo 
and he commenced his descent in compliance wj 
fiat of his commander, and the will of fale ; for 
not glided half way down the rope, ere a huge " 
billow," wilh its curling lop, Btrurk him with aueh viol 
on the hend, thai, berell of all nenite, he abandoi^ i 
grasp, and wan only seen heel= upwards for a 
on its surface, ere he sunk fer ever. 

" Poor I trill ! poor Drill !" groaned StauDCh. ' 

" I thought aa much," said the maHter. looki 

towards tho spol, and measuring his words a 

give time for the fulhlment of hia prcdiclion. "i 

he was afraid. A sailor would have held on till — " 

"Heaven defend you or me from such another a 
said the captam, with emotion. 

" Bear a hand — bear a hand! heave y 
bellowed the Flora's lieutcnaol,'Vhe wreck 'ill b 
directly, and stiive Iho boat to pieces." 

" Coroe, Slowel," said Staunch, " you bnow my A 
tiunation." 

Of that determination (he master was long aware, ft 
therefore giving up the point, he flung himself on the roj 
and with better fortune than hia predecessor, arrired « 
in the boat. 

And now, having discharged the duties of humanilg 
and his station — as a man and a hero — the commanc 
of Hie brig stood alone, of all its galioDt crew, on t 
poop of fire, — ihe scene to him always of endearmeot| 
and erst of triumph. Happily released from allrespoi; 
bitities u lo the safety of those committed to his charg^ 
he was not appalled at feeling himself, of a 
company, singly — reserved from their immunity from dai 
; and Btili within the reach of owfiil fntc- ReJDi< ' 
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t 

dmt bb companions had happily escaped a peril which 
appeared inevitable by all human effort, he, for the first 
time, aighed a secret prayer for his individual safety ; and 
coqimitting his person to the waves, and his destiny to 
Frondence, plunged in the deep, and was soon after res- 
cued from the raging element by his faithful lieutenant. 
In consequence of his head coming violently in contact 
with the boat^s fore-foot, he was taken in perfectly senses 
hsB ; and only awoke to consciousness some hours after; 
uadiar the care of a surgeon in the cabin of the Flora. 



CHAPTER 11. 

THE RETURN^ 

I' 

" The approach of home 

After long (ravelling by land or water. 
Most naturally some small doubt inspires— 
A female family's a serious matter. 
\.v^, '.>■ Byhon. 

« ■ 

. Ik consequence of the prevalence of a south-westerly 
a^f the Flora^ which had so providentially, as related, 
hdire in sight when herself returning fVom a cruize, soon 
rteiched Plymouth Sound, where she was immediately 
bbtfrded by the ** guard-boat." The intelligence conveyed 
by the latter oh shore, that the frigate had on board the 
crew of one of his Majesty's ships, burnt at sea; excited no 
ordinary interest oh shore : and was immediately made 
the subject of a telegraphic communication. Before Sir 
Harry had landed to report his arrival at the admiral's 
O&ce, which was precisely in forty-five minutes and a 
half from the time of the Flora's anchoring in the * Sound,' 
however marvellous the assertion, the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, snugly seated by his sea-coal fire, at Whitehall, 
a distance of two hundred, and nineteen miles off, was ac- 
tually perusing the report of the nature and extent of the 
Vol. IL— 3 
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brig's calamity/ as characteristically couched in what it 
now denominated aemaphoric * stenography. 

^' Spitfire burnt — Bay Biscay — 

" Crew saved — ex three — by Flora — " 

Nor let this celerity be imputed to that influence implied 
by the adage that ill news flies apace : for had the intdo 
ligence been vice versa^ that the Spitfire had blown up 8 
French three-decker under the batteries of Brest, it may 
be presumed the triumph would be conveyed with eqori 
dispatch, and certainly as much alacrity^ 

Amid all the bustle on board, in consequence of their or' 
rival in port, it was observed that one person was seized 
with an uneasy restlessness, in which the officers of tha 
Floraj delighted to reach harbour after a long cruise, atf 
well as the officers of the Spitfire y seemed by no means 
disposed to participate. It would be silly to affect to con* 
ceal the name of this malcontent from our fair friendSf 
who have no doubt already recognized in him their old 
acquaintance Burton. Amongst other subjects of per- 
plexity, he seemed to have fallen out with a round jacket 
and blue waistcoat : which, though they fitted, to use a 
lively figure, like a purser's shirt on a handspike, never be- 
fore struck him as unsymmetrical or unsuited to his ranlb 
The honest check, or the holland of dingy saffiron dye, 
in consequence of repeated washings in pea-soup during 
a long cruize, appeared to his, now fastidious taste, quite 
unworthy to enwrap his person. A little skimming dish 
hat, too, had fallen into very undeserved contempt ; and 
he was observed bustling about the ship, endeavouring to 
cflect an interchange with some of his friends for more 
suitable attire. This betrayal of unwonted vanity served 
to awaken suspicions that, thought a tar afloat, he was a 
fop ashore ; and until the matter was cleared up by his 
communicative shipmates as to the state of his feelings, 
which was also corroborated by his immediate application 
to Sir Harry for a short leave of absence ; stating, thai 

* We are aware of (he anachronism here as to the mere fet'm — neither 
the invention, nor the name were knorrn at this period — such notificatioa 
))eing made by telegraph. 
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however unusual the application under such circumstances, 
very urgent reasons conspired to render it necessary* 
That officer was some vi hat surprised by the request ; and 
in reply, reminded Burton of the necessity there was that 
all the officers of the Spitfire should hold themselves in 
readiness, as a court-martial was sure to be ordered rela- 
tive to the loss of that ship : that order might possibly 
be telegraphed down, and he must therefore decline grant- 
ing any leave, except for a few hours. Here was a dis- 
appointment with a vengeance. The first suggestion of 
the moment was one altogether unworthy of him, which 
was to incur the impntatit^.r) of adopting Gallican habits, 
and taking, what is known by the term, <* French leave J^ 

Retiring from the captain's cabin, he paced up and down 
the half-deck with hurried, moody step.— With his arms 
crossed, and chin entrenched in the palm of his right hand, 
whose fingers frequently extricated themselves with diffi* 
calty from his firm«bRt teeth ; he at intervals caught up 
snatches of a very favourite author with him, which his 
imagination parodized thus — 

*^ Passion lures me on — true ; but how if it cast me off , 
by alluring me on? — What then? — Will it ensure my 
passion a return? — I fear not. — ^Will it propitiate her 
mother ? — No. — Will it conquer the veteran's scruples ? 
— No« — ^Passion cannot give me rank then? — No. — Or 
another epaulette ?—rN'o, — If I go without leave, can I 
hope to get a ship again ? — No. — If I sacrifice through it 
my commission, can it restore me? — No.— What is thisr 
passion? — A word — a breath. — Who hath it? — alas, I 
alone! — Does she feel it?— No. — Ttien she's insensi- 
ble ? — Yes — as though I were dead. — But does she not 
wish me still among the living ? — I don't know — Why — 
because her detracting mother won't suffer her — therefore 
I'll think of it no longer, or my commission will soon be a 
mere scutcheon, and so ends all my pro.spects." 

In fact, if it had not been for Mister Burton's classical 
recollections, his commisi^ion at this moment would have 
been in very imminent danger : and he had to acknow- 
ledge himself, like many other well-informed young gen- 
tlemen, indebted to his literary acquirements for a pru- 
dence beyond his years* So our young friend, whilst he 
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postponed his departure for these powerful reasons, de* 
teripined that no time should be lost in preparing for bis- 
pilgrimage to the shrine of his devotion the moment he 
should be released from duty. 

Contrary to the custom of good CalhoUcs in the olden 
times, when expeditions of this kind were made to (lOUgh- 
Deargh, Canterbury, or the Holy Sepulchre, aa penances 
for secret guilt or unatoned crime, — and the offender dis- 
guised himself in a dandy-grey-russet suit, with a suitably 
sober garniture of cockle-shells — taking especial care to 
accommodate the peas in his pumps with all possible 
room, so as to avoid the anguish of their coming in coo- 
tact with the blistered sole of the foot ; our pUgrim adoptr 
ed an exactly opposite course. — The most faahionaj^ 
tailor Plymouth-Dock afforded, was employed to equip 
him, with a plain suit, nauticij shore-going clothes.-r-Tbe 
Hoby of the port encased his well-proportioned limbs ia 
the tightest Spanish leather, and a chapelier ' from Bond- 
street, London,' added all the nameless graces of the 
west end, to the hat, which completed his costume for 9 
pilgrimage to his Lady of Loretto. 

The prognostications of Sir Harry were soon fulfilledt 
by the receipt of orders from the Admiralty, for holding a 
court-martial on the captain, officers, and ship's conipaDy, 
on the occasion of the loss of his majesty's late sloop ^ 
war. Spitfire. -—As all the necessary parties were in atten- 
dance, the business of investigation was quickly com- 
pleted, and the explanation proved so very satisfactory to 
the court, that it not only acquited them of all blame ; bat 
the president on returning the captain his sword, compli- 
mented him, in very flattering terms, upon hb able con- 
duct, and the high state of discipline displayed by his crew, 
under the trying circumstances attending the destruction 
of their vessel by fire. 

The minutes of the court-martial being transmitted to 
the Admiralty, together with the sentence ; enough was 
disclosed, on the face of the examination of witnesses an? 
nexed, to reveal to their lordships, independently of the 
laudable and novel precaution of a ' Fire Bill,' so suita- 
ble and desirable under all circumstances of this calami- 
toirs nature ; abundant reason to justify the panegyric 
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pronounced on the conduct of the captain, his officers, 
and crew. The result of such testimonials was as la- 
Tourahle as could be expected ; and, in a few days after. 
Staunch had the satisfaction of receiving an appointment 
from the < Board,' to a captured French man-of-war brig, 
jast purchased into the service, which he was ordered ' to 
commission forthwith' — taking with him the officers and 
crew of the late Spitfire ; whose name the newly pur* 
chased brig was also directed to bear. 

Long ere the receipt of this agreeable intelligence,. 
Burton had, with as much speed as a pair of post-horses 
Goidd carry him, taken his flight across the country. And 
now left entirely to himself, his imagination was at perfect 
liberty to run its wildest career, and the quick succession 
of his inward thoughts might be said to equal the rapid 
tansit of external objects. Tet such was the state of ab- 
itraction in which he sat in the chaise, that he was neither 
conscious of the perpetual and momentary change of ob- 
jects presented to the eye ; or of the beauty of the pros- 
pects, both by sea and land, which are so frequent in this 
delightful drive across that part of the coast of Devon- 
shire. — ^Wrapped up in his anticipations of ecstasy in 
meeting again with Emily, the post-boy seemed sluggish, 
9nd.the horses slow, though they often went down hill at 
full; gallop : — and the rattling of the carriage-wheels over 
the pavement of Modbury market-place, reminded him, 
£br the first time, that he had accomplished a great part of 
his journey without ever taking into his consideration, a 
verv important objection to the precipitate haste of his 
flight — an objection which his passion had hitherto in- 
duced him altogether to overlook. — A sort of argumenta- 
tive soliloquy was the result, of which, considering that 
we had no opportunity of taking it down verbatim, the 
substance was nearly as follows : — 

*< Why all this speed ?" said he ; " may I not be in too 
great haste ? ought I not to have written to the old cap- 
tain to acquaint him with the accident which brings me 
again into his neighbourhood, and afforded him an oppor- 
tunity of giving me an invitation 1 Besides, it was the 
more necessary, in consequence of the abruptness of my 
departure, and the odd afiair of the hat ; aye, but I set 

3* 
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all right by ray letter to herself." — Had he known how 
that selfsame letter had set all wrong, by its falling into 
Mr. Crank's hands, it might have altered his impression 
as to his chance of being welcomed at the cottage ; but 
of thi^ he was ignorant, and, therefore, in the same strain, 
continued — 

** How am I to account for my appearance here, whilst 
I neglect to visit my friends and family ? But that's no 
person's business —I'm so far my own master. The old 
man, 'tis true, has given ipe some encouragement, but 
then — it was conditional. Instead of being better in cir- 
cumstances, I am now worse — without even a ship— and 
burnt out. Her mother, too, will be more than hostile iTor^^ 
thi^ reason. What's to bo done ? Would to Heaven I — 
could see her alone ! That would be an opportunity""' 
worth a world ! What an embarrassing rencontre wHl i 
prove, if that sanctified, selfish woman, is alone at th^ 
cottage, and treats my visit as a morning c^ll, or refuses 
to let her daughter be seen. Perhaps, too — after posting 
all this way, they may be all from home." 

Almost everyiDue of these arguments were decidedly 
of ^ nature to dissuade him from pursuing his journey, 
and "might have induced another man to turn his horseisr 
heads in the direction of his native place ;; but Burton, 
strange to say, found in them a pretext for continuing his 
flight with unabated expedition. 

But the nest laid plans are often not half so felicitous 
in completing our wishes, as the unpremeditated result of 
qhance ; which, for ladies in love, and gentlemen in Bur- 
ton's situation, so often works wonders^ What tha 
chance reserved for Burton to improve was, will be detai' 
od with greater propriety in a subsequent chapter. 
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C|IAFT£R III. 

PROS AND CONS. 

The eeniag, and the mortal iostrumeots, 
^ Are then in council ; and the state of mao, 
Like to a little kingdom, suffers then 
The nature of an insurrection. 

- «. SUAKSPEARS. 

Ak apology is certainly due to the ladies, for the dis<^ 
jcourteous neglect with which we have treated that part of 
the fair sex, resident at Caniperdown Cottage. But cala- 
mitous events, and accidents, have so thickened in the 
last hundred pages, that any details of the even tenor of 
their blameless lives, if intermingled, would have appear- 
ed quite out of place. 

Nothing could certainly be more unsatisfactory to both 
Mrs. Crank and her daughter, than the manner of Burton's 
departure from the cottage. The causes of their dissatis- 
facfiOQ with his conduct were as difierent, as the motives 
and tempers of the parties concerned. The reasons for 
Mrs. Crank's displeasure have been already enumerated ; 
nor will those of the younger lady longer remain a secret, 
when it is known that, pursuant to her mother's original 
policy with respect to Burton's note to Emily, the latter 
never was aware of its receipt ; or even of its existence. 
Of the disingenuousness of such a practice ; of its appa- 
rent treachery to a young and artless mind ; or its tenden- 
cy to^ weaken the respect due to a parent, or alienate the 
affections of a child, whose feelings are thus outraged by 
a breach of confidence, which would never be tolerated be*- 
tween total strangers ; it will become these unpretending 
pages, which, unlike the effusions of our female literary 
contemjioraries, affects not the didactic style, to bo alto« 
gether silent. 

Not content with this breach of confidence and insince^ 
rity, she, in a similar way, obtained the letter written to 
her daughter, by the lieutenant^ when cruising off ScUly^ 
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previously to the burning of the brig. To this act she 
was impelled^, by the same motives which governed her 
conduct on a former occasion ; calculating that the best 
mode to prevent a smniilderiiig fire from bursting into a 
flame, was not to stir the embers ; and that nothing was 
more likely to break off a veiy improper and impolitic at- 
tachment, as she pronounced this to be, than to keep both 
parties, as much as possible, in ignorance, aa to the na» 
ture of the sentiments they might reciprocally entertain 
for each other. In this treatment of her child, she was 
borne out by the conduct of other mothers of her acquaint- 
ance; who, in their alarm lest their daughters should 
cherish an attachment itijurious to iheir interests, have im- 
prudently forgotten, that the poison of passion is best neti- 
' tralized by the assuasive antidote of cool, dispassionate 
reasoning ; that to convince the mind, is safer than to 
control the will ; and that ingenuous confidence, and af- 
fectionate rempnstrance, whilst they soften the apparent 
rigour of authority, will often prove its most legitintiate and: 
powerful auxiliaries. 

In one instance, at leasts Mrs. Crank's prudence over- 
shot itself: for the singularity of Burton^s disappearance, 
immediately after his being closeted with her uncle, espe- 
cially when coupled with his ardent ayowal but a few tba^ 
nutes before, seemed to warrant any other inference than 
that his silence could ever be attributed by Emily to his. 
indifference. In coming to this conclusion she, at the 
same time, became equally convinced^ that his condact 
required tfiat explanation which she was surprized it had: 
not received. That the tite-d'tite between the lieutenant 
and her uncle had, for come reason, been the cause of his 
abrupt disappearance, she had no doubt : what that reason 
was she could not even conjecture, for she had good 
grounds to believe he possessed a share of her uncle's 
esteem and regard. That the invitation of the old gentle- 
man to a private conference had some reference to her ; 
and most probably to the posture in which Tiller had dis- 
covered Burton when ardently avowjng his attachment, 
she strongly suspected : as well as that, under circum- 
stances of such excitement, Burton must have explained 
fo her uncle the state of his feeUngs in justification of his 



PROS AND CONS. 83 

condact. Every minute circumstance connected with 
that passionate avowal, — his retreat, — the forgotten hat, 
— the absence of all explanation proved incontestibly that 
Home violent en^tion had suddenly subdued his ener- 
gy of mind ; and deprived him even of his recoilec* 
tion. All thia served to prove the intensenesi of 
his ff^elings : - nor could she longer hesitate to 
decide that some important disclosure had then 
taken place, of whose nature she was totally ignoranti 
ivith reference to her uncle's and mother's intentions to-« 
wards herself; or that he had been absolutely forbidden 
to see her again. Yet it was not probable such an inter' 
diction would have originated with Crauk himself; and 
flhe saw no reason to suspect her mother could possibly 
be aware of Burton's avowal, as she had had no opportu- 
nity of being previously made acquainted with the ooly 
circumstance which could have excited any alarm. Nay, 
she recollected that her mother had even entered the 
room at the moment, and given Mr. Burton a more than 
ordinarily civil reception ; here then she was destined to 
be foiled ia her attempt to unravel the mystery following 
this train of reasoning. And it was only in consequence 
of reiteratedly returning again and again to the siibject, 
that she was at length compelled to take up another clue 
to assist her in explaining it. Nor will it be considered 
extraordinary, that thia course should have been the latest 
pursued, when it is recollected how difficult it is to bring 
us, under any circumstances, to inculpate our own cou« 
duct. 

And now she set herself, with infinite pains, to examine 
if ever she had, in the course of their acquaintance, be* 
-^ trayed any conduct, , which might possibly bear an onfa- 
. vourable explanation ; or set her before him in an un- 
amiable light. She believed she had almost too markedly 
shewn a preference for his intelligent society ; and that 
she felt gratified by the attention paid her, and the infor- 
mation she reaped from his conversation. All this was 
certainly true : but she began to perceive that his assi- 
duities had been so unremitting, his solicitude so undis- 
guised, that he doubtless felt he had a right to expect their 
f?bject should not be misunderstood. Here, therefore, she 
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imagiAeJ she might have b«en unjust, in neither Ireatiog 
faim as an adrailtt^d lover ; or diei:arding hirn as a auitac 
altagether. She. recollected inslancea in which she feared, 
ihe had lepelled his Bttttniioas. where she now felt sh9 
might have abalud ^mnelliing of her maidenly pride, with* 
out any impeachment of her [notives : — more especitJl^ 
when ahe recollecied the great debt of gratitude she owea 
bim for his gallantry, and noble diaiegard of peraona 
risk, in snatching her iVom inevitable death. All this, ^ 
perceived, required m^re than cold acknowledgment, ai 
formal avowal nf e3te<-m. She mi«ht in this respectth 
have been to blame. — He mnsf have been aware of tl 
weight of obligation which he had imposed by thia gea 
tons act ; if his preceding aitentions were altogether ui 
worthy of exciting her serioun rpj;ard — and she feared 
she mu.sl have sunk proporti'>nahl> in hia esteem, ftS sb 
appeared to be deticient in ^raiitude. She would fu 
have sheltered herself from thi:i sulf- reproach, in aaaua 
ing that she bad not been hith*Tie called on to purauoi 
more candid course, by diatiiictiv explaining her sentf 
tnenta towards bun. On mature reflection, she felt coc 
vinced that period which mlled un her imperatively ti 
throw oir her reserve, had certainly arrived, the momei 
be biraaelf made that ardent prufesaion of atlachinei] 
which had been so very unseat onably interrupted by ti 
andden irrupli'in of old I'iMnr, It was in vain she sougl 
to justify herself for thias havini; withheld her conSdenct 
from one who had so unreseivedly and generously com 
mitled himself, by the dinclosurr. of his oin feelings n 
specting her. Th? prei^ence of tl>e domestic, it was frui 
might absolve her from the necesaiiy of then making an 
axplicit avowal respecting hia proposal, whether of acce| 
lance or rejection ; hut a ain^le look might have been r 
licient for either puriiose : whether to confirm, or rsi 
hia hopes ; and that I'lok ahe iv>w felt was bis duo, i 
justice to hia, and to her own feelings. 

Suoh was the conclusion which -lur faircaauist formed 

and who can more expertly handle a, sophism than a fl 

male, as to her own condtinl 1 i^ul however accessible I 

leaaoning, or candid in tlie-ie omiasiona, ahe alill felt COI 

■ fident she had nothing to upbraid herself with sincQ bf 
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'plurtore ; whilst of his silencoy she imagined she had just 
xiBasoQ to complain. Ignorant as she was, of the real 
stale of things, she could hardly fail to construe that si- 
lence into a proof of the wayward fickleness, which her 
mother had often assured her she would invariably find 
the attribute of his sex. Owing to the kind offices of her 
friend, Miss Wilson, and the corroborative evidence of cer- 
tain gossips, who in every country place are found circula- 
ting, with so much zest, all the little tittle-tattle collected 
with maliciously industrious espionage, the attentions and 
frequent calls of the young officer were tio secret amongst 
falar acquaintance. These persons, with a license peculiar 
to meddling, inquisitive spirits, (always proportionably irk- 
some as the social circle is circumscribed,) bad rather un- 
justifiably pronounced Burton tbe acknowledged love of 
the old commodore's niece* As he possessed both an 
agreeable person, and superior accomplishments, her va- 
luty was rather flattered by his preference t and the gal- 
lant exposure of his life for her deliverance, it may be 
presamed, had already kindled feelTngs of envy in the 
breasts ^f many of her fair friends, who felt zealous of 
her early distinction, and a preference so flattering. Here 
then, it must be admitted, she felt herself placed in a sin- 
gular dilemma, from whence young ladies, much her senior^ 
and of more Inatured experience, would have felt it diffi- 
cult to extricate themselves. She was committed to a 
certain extent in public opinion. She had, and she had 
not a loVer. 'Tis true he had avowed his attachment : 
she, however, had not accepted him in the character of a 
.suitor. Hence she felt that she could not fairly, or with 
justice, charge him with neglect ; inasmuch as she had 
but permitted his communicating by letter ; and that per- 
mission had been couched in terms, too general and vague, 
for him to conceive himself even favoured by any distinct 
or unequivocal preference. 

It is the habit very generally with women, after collo- 
cating the arguments on either side of a question, to de- 
termine that those which are most germain and consen- 
taneous with their natural bent or disposition, preponde- 
rate* It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that JQmily, 
whose heart might be said to be disengaged, should be 
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induced to adopt the conclusion that she had rather dis-* 
ingenuously concealed her sentiments from a man, whose 
candour and sincerity entitled him to more explicitness 
6n her part ; and that, < under existing circumstances,'' 
his silence was not so much to blame. 



CHAPTER lY. 

CONCEITS OF SCIENCE. 

This Is the way physicians mend or end aS| 
secandum artem. 

BTRo:f. 

In the af&drs of this world, there are certain adago^ 
which are thrust as earnestly down men's throats as we 
do coin of the realm into our pockets, without inquirmg 
whether they are sterling, but accepting them merely on 
the credit of their exterior ; imagining, to keep up the 
simile, that the more their surfaces are smoothened by 
attrition, or by passing through a dumber of hands, they 
are proportionably likely to be genuine. Of this class is 
the very trite adage — << the more haste the , less speed,'' 
tlie truth of which, on the present occasion, was ordain- 
ed to be dhaken by the experience of an individual, whom 
we leflt some dozen pages back, posting like lightning 
across the Devonshire hills, oh the wings of enforced 
expedition. 

Not that an ordinary observer, or a stickler for these 
truisms, would not contend, that the counsel contained in 
this maxim, received, in Burton's case, an additional con- 
firmation by the result of all this haste— for although cer- 
tain it is, he fell short of his destination, notwithstanding 
the speed with which he travelled, the interruption he ex- 
perienced proved ultimately the means of gratifying the 
wish nearest his heart. 

About three o'closk in the afternoon of this day^ Tiller, 
who had been despatched by Mrs. Crank to the doctor's 
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for a fresh supply of digestive pills;— or, as Tom te.mcd 
them, *' gum ticklers," dnd << stomach stirrers," perceived 
a dense crowd collected around Senna's shop, the win- 
dows of which were in vain blockaded against the curious 
intrusion of the younger and more agile part of the rustic 
assemblage, who nimbly climbed on the shoulders of the 
elder to peep over the blinds — A confused buzzing mur- 
mur ran through the crowd, compounded of exclamations 
and interrogations which are usually uttered by persons 
congregated by the rumour of some ill-defined and unex- 
pected catastrophe. 

We are not misanthropical enough to agree with La 
Brayere, notwithstanding the anxiety and overwhelming 
interest which is daily evinced by multitudes to witness 
the expiring struggle of a culprit at his execution, that this 
anxiety arises from a perverted taste, or cruel propensity 
in our nature ; — but, certain it is, that that never-to-be- 
sated feeling of curiosity formed the far greater part of 
the excitement in this instance among the group now 
collected about the doctor's door. 

<' Lard, how paile he looks 1" exclaimed one of these 
mounted myrmidons of curiosity — who, like " Peeping 
Tom of Coventry," in the case of the Lady GodivUf was 
enjoying a grati6cation interdicted to those less nimble 
than himsel^^' He looks as if he was going to vaint." 

" Why not give him a drop a drink t" vociferated a 
little bandy-legged mate of a merchant-man, who seem- 
ed, from the rum complexion of his nose, to have im- 
bibed the idea that liquor was a sovereign remedy for the 
accidents, as well as the ills of life. 

** My eyes — there they be " zlitting the zleeve of his 
beautivul coat!" said this elevated observer. 

" Dang it, what zharae to zarvo the poor zoul zo !" 
exclaimed a third. 

" Tut, tut, you fool, how can they help it— if your arm 
was broke, you woudn't like to have it hauled out of the 
socket with the sleeve," rejoined the mate. 

Tiller, who felt himself a man of importance, and 
whose curiosity was somewhat excited by the reports of 
the " look-out men" aloft ; rather roughly pushed aside 
those who were nearest him, exclaiming— 

Vol. IL— 4 
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« Stand aside — make a lane there!— leVs see wiiat'd 
amiss/' 

He no^ began knocking violentlj at the door, iodig^ 
nant that bolt or bar should be drawn against a persoa of 
his consequence. 

<< Come, bear a fist," said he. *^ I want a box o' your 
stomach-sturrers for my missess." 

This well-known voice appeared to have the same iav 
fluence as the charmed words ^< Open Seseme," of Ali- 
Baba; and the door, as if by enchantment, instantly dew 
open. What Tiller saw, appeared to produce^a surprisei 
certainly of another kind, but nearly equal to that experi- 
enced by the Persian himself, upon the discovery ol the 
fabled riches of the cavern. He certainly saw etieugh to 
make him, with all possible expedition, << bout ship/^ as 
he termed it, '< and let fly his top gallant sheets,' as tf 
signal for an enemy in sight. 

This mancBuvre, for Tom delighted in his heart and 
:jOul to clo every thing ship-shape ; he accomplished by 
holding his handkerchief by the upper comers high above 
his head, leaving the lower loose, to fly and flap in the 
wind ; he occasionally accompanied the signal with a 
< phew,' < phew,' or a shrill short whistle, as much as to 
say, — " here's a piece of business." — In his hurry to reach 
his master he very nearly upset his wife in the kitchen, who 
rewarded hb civility by a slap of a bunch of sausages on 
bis blind eye. — Like Themistocles of old, he only thought 
of the public, and of the common enemy : and he rushed 
without the least ceremony into the parlour, where the 
old gentleman sat, spectacles on nose, conning his code 
of signals. 

'< I made the signal, Sir,'' said Tom, <' but you didn't 
see it»" 

« What signal V 

** Why here's the devil to pay, and no pitch hot, — I ne- 
ver had such a job in my life to break the line." 

<< What line ?" said Crank, who in more senses thau 
one, found himself already at sea, 

" Why, the crowd round the doctor's door. — 'Bless 
your heart, it's more like Recall-day at Portsmouth Dock* 
yard, nor apy thing else. — * Where are you shoving to." 
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says one — < Rig-ia yoar studden-sail-booms,' sajrs ano*^ 
ther — * What the devil do you do crushing a body 1' cries 
a woman with a child in her arms, and big as a butt with 
another — ^ What do the likes of you do here with those 
babys V thought I, — for you see, Sir, in a crowd o' that 
soitf a fellow mustn't give too much lip.'* 

^< I wish, for my sake, you always thought yourself in 
a crowd." 

." * An't I going,' says I, * for my misses,' " continued 
Ijpm, — " • Why, you old fool,' says a fellow — « your 
i&ses ! — it's not your Misses.' — * Well, then,' says I, 
*. my missess' man.' — ^'Ease you know, Sir, 1 couldn't say 
ftsix midwife, you know. — * Your Misses' man ? — ^your 
^[oung Hisses' man,' said that saucy cod-catching chap, 
as I bundled out o' ^e door one night. — He^ you know. 
Sir^as brought the letter, and want^ to see Miss Emily, 
the juflbt afore th^ brig sailed." 
.^* jvelll" said Cjfank, betraying an impatient curiosity. 

<* Well, Sir, as soon as I forces my way into the shop — 
who should I see, spread-out like a corpse, on a grating — 
though I believe 'twas a shutter too, yes it was, for 'twas 
moTjKlike a hatch nor a grating." 

•• iVell, go on, man !" 

'^ Well, who shpuld I see but that there young 
blade, " *•• 

*< What young blade 1" interrupted Crank, with in- 
creased interest. 

•'Why, that there Mis^r — Mister— 1 can't mind his 
name at the moment — that there — that there leaflenant 
that jumped overboard afler Miss Emily." 

** Grvuous God ! Why surely you don^t mean Mister 
Burton?" 

" That's the man — the dientical man !" 

** Impossible, Thomas— there's not a pennant in the 
port— no man-o'- war arrived." 

** Oh! as for the matter o' that, Sir, the craft's cap/ 
sized." 

« Capsized /'» 

" Yes, Sir, the helmsman was groggy — and this here • 
Mister Burton, you koow* Sir, was hove clean out of thi! 
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quartcr«gallery window, and found lying on his beanl-end» 
in a ditch) with his shoulder slipt out o' the step." 

" Found in a ditch ?'' 

'< Yes, Sir, the boy was cracking-on too much caavas, 
and over she goes." 

" The boy ! — The helmsman ! — didn't you say theshi[r 
was capsized \ — What the deuce should bring a man-oV 
war in a dkch ?" 

'' I doesn't know, Sir, — though I've seen, too, afore 
now, a man-o'-war swimming in a dyke — but, to be suie, 
'twas in Holland " 

" D the dykes, and the Dutch — I wish you were 

drowned in Hollands." 

<' Well, Sir, a man might sink in worse swissel." 

<' Stand clear, you foggy-headed fool. — Give me my 
hat and stick," cried Crank, flinging the signal-book aside^ 
and tugging, as usual when strongly excited, at the waist- 
hand of his small clothes— i'// soon ei^me at the truthV>f 
it." 

<< You'll find it true enough. — Didn't I see with my 
own eyes Mister Senna rigging.out a parbuckle purchase 
over the back of a kitchen-chair to haul the heel o' the 
limb back in its place 1" 

" Well, — don't say a word to the women— Come alon^ 
with me, and clear the coast" 

Clapping on his hat in his hurry < upon three hairs,' the 
warm-hearted old veteran was seen trudging down to th« 
village, with an eagerness of manner, and length of stride 
that^quite astonished the natives.r — Yielding to the impe- 
tuosity of the old officer's charge pike in hand, the crowd 
was observed falling back on either side, so as to open a 
passage to the apothecary's door ; — whilst the imps and 
urchins notified his approach to the inmates, by exclaim- 
ing — " Here's the admiral — here's the commodore !" 

In the interval prior to Tiller's re- appearance, aa un- 
successlul effort had been made to reduce the dislocation 
by the pharmacopolist and his assistant, — an uncoutb, 
square-built, red-headed rustic, who had been taken from 
his father's plough in consequence of an unexpected 
change of fprtqne, to wield a pestle, and obtain a suod- 
mary qualification as a professional roan, to maim and 
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mutilate his fellow-creatures by Act of Parliament, and 
according to law. 

In a moment afler the alarm had been given out of 
doors, the veteran appeared within.— A look sufficed him 
to recognize his young fHend, however disguised in his 
present d£»htibilU. 

** Tis he ! 'tis he, poor fellow," said Crank, — then 
^i^teRdly approaching tiie patient, whom he perceived, 
mm the expression of his countenance, to be in too much 
pain to endure one of those violent demonstrations of 
cordiality not uncommon with the veteran, he rested both 
hands upon his cane, leaning forward, and looked for some 
lime piteously in his face. 

" Pm sorry, my dear boy," — said he, " truly sorry to 
see you in this sad plight. — My Thomas gave me a ter- 
nble firifht about you — but I could hardly understand 
bim.-— Ho told me the craft was capsized !" 

" No, Sir, — bur— burnt," replied the lieutenant, who, 
from the efl^ct of pain, was scarcely able to articulate. 

" Burnt ! — worse and worse ! — Where 1" 

" In the Bay— down — down to— the — ^water's " 

I edge,' ho would have said, but that Senna edged in an 
order to his servant for a glass of water, remarking, ** that 
this incoherence of manner was a more dangerous symp* 
torn, than even the thirst he experienced." 

** God bless me !" said Crank, <<this blind old block- 
head came up with a cock-and-a-bull story, and told me 
he was found in a ditch." 

" And so he xuas. Sir," said Tiller, warmly, nettled at 
the imputation cast on his veracity. — '< But I suppose 
now," added Tom, in a half whisper — " he'll deny it in 
course if it suits him." 

<< Blown up then 1" inquired Crank, inquisitively. 

To this interrogatory, Borton gave a look of acqui- 
escence, and feebly uttering —'< Bay of Biscay," .fell back 
in a swoon against Senna's assistant. 

'^ Impossible!" exclaimed Crank.- <* Another sky- 
rocket-Jack, by all that's brave. — What! blown up in the 
Bay of Biscay — and dropped in a ditch at Dartmouth !" 

'< Burton, Burton," cried the veteran, with great emo- 
tion, letting fall his stick, and endeavouring to raise th^ 

4» 
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lieutcnant'd drooping head.—" Ah ! the poor fellow's off, 
I b'Hef. — 'Gad, I wonder he wasn't shattered to pieces.— 
Any body else saved ?'' 

" You'll excuse me," formally interrupted our Hypo- 
crates — " this is no common case —we must not permit 
too many questions — for though the patient be in a tyneopt. 
at present, the noise of speaking, and tiie sound, you 
must be aware, by its oral vibration externally, actiog^- 
inttrnally on the brain, disorganizes thp a — medullary 
substance by. nervous action, and occasions those a— 
febrile symptoms generally through the system, so very 
desirable, in cases of this sort, to repress." 

«' Where am I ?" sighed Burton, who appeared slowly 
re-animating. 

«' Here you are, my boy— near your friend— d— it, it 
does my heart good to hear your voice again." 

" I hope you'll break it by degrees," said Burton, he- 
sitatingly. 

" We shall break nothing— it's a simple operation ia- 
able hands. — Ah, now he's coming to himself we shall 
be able to proceed secundum artem,^^ Though no doubt 
a town practitioner would have preferred the moment of 
insensibility as most favourable for reducing the disloca- 
tion. — " Perhaps," continued Senna, " you'll favour me 
by lifting your hand to the head." 

" Lift ! — I could as soon lift the Eddystone light- 
house." 

** JS^\ — it's exactly as I suspected — I'm seldom mis- 
laken," said Senna, repeating the painful treatment ho 
had occasioned his patient to undergo, prior to Crank's 
arrival.—" The case is clearly a displacing of ihe hum^ru^. 
— It's our object to endeavour to reduce it. — Th^ la8& 
case of luxation which I treated was, I confess, a trou- 
blesome one." 

v^ Barton, whose antierpations at this moment could not 
be very comfortable, from the history given of bis case, 
could not suppress an exclamation of pain, in consequence 
of the rough manner in which this man of science sud^ 
denly attempted to raise bis arm. 

'* Surely I don't hurt yon ?" said Senna. 
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.<< Indeed, Sir, you do— r^a^ put me to very exquisite 
pain." 

<< Oh that's quite impossible ! — Believe me, my good 
friend, it's mere apprehension of mind, which a — sympa- 
thizes with the a — general disorganization of the frame — 
yon inust permit me to be the best judge in these cases.'* 

" That's d d good !" exclaimed the angry veteran. 

ji^^V.It'fl not your arm that's unshipped. — £ut feeling, I've 
heard's no fellow." 

The learned operator, unmindful of this interruption, 
continued oscillating the patient's arm up and down, re- 
marking, with great self-complaisancy, that — " the ad- 
vance of science had introduced very important improve- 
ment in. the treatment of cases of this nature," whilst 
the subject of his experiment winced with acute and ex- 
crociating pain. 

" Holloa, Senna ! one would think you'd got hold of a 
pump-handle," said the captain. 

** Pardon me, these muscular a — movements are mere- 
ly experimental, to ascertain the extent of the injury in- 
flicted—expert practitioners never stand upon trifles." 

*« Trifles d'ye call 'em !" cried Crank. 

«* Just so." 

<' Oh ! for God's sake man, mind what you're about !^* 
roared Burton. 

^' I perceive we must have recourse to the chair again 
— a simpler operation than the method of the amb&, — 
You've heard of the invention 1 Freke's."* 

** No more of your freaks now," said the captain — 
^< Come, bear-a-hand and ship the man's shoulder at 
once." 

The ill success of a fresh attempt to accomplish the 
operation, occasioned another groan from Burton ; and a 
remonstrance as to the pain to which he appeared to be 
unnecessarily put. 

" " I'm perfectly aware," said Senna, " some sympa- 
thetic uneasiness may possibly proceed from the a — swol- 
len state of the a — adjacent muscles— but to pronounce 
it pairif is a positive profanation of the term." 

* Ambe, an instrument for reducing a dislocated shouldet, improred on 
hy Surg^eoD Freke, foruerl/ of Bartholomew's Hospital. 
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After repeated efforts, in which it might be questioned 
whether the pertinacity of the operator, or the resigna- 
tion of the patient, were most to be wondered at, the 
shoulder, more by mnip force than dexterity, was replac* 
ed in its proper situation : — though Senna (ailed not to 
enlarge on the success of the latter, to which he .was 
solely disposed to attribute the favourable result. 

The moment after its completion, the old man, with /• 
the most unaffected cordiality, congratulated the patient 
that things were no worse ; and whilst expressing great 
anxiety to be acquainted with the cause of his accident, 
prudently abstained from entering into details at presen^f 
as he said he was ** anxious to get him into sick quar- 
ters." 

Hero Burton hinted at taking up his qmiiten at Ae 
nearest inn — a proposition which seemed to excite bolb 
surprise and displeasure on the part of his friend. 

<< Tut, tut, man — I'll hear of no such thing. WeV 
sling you a cot at the cottage till you're ready to repent 
yourself out of the doctor's list,'^ — then turning round to 
Tiller, he added — <' Come, Thomas — let's make for 
home and rig-out a room for him." 

Burton's apologies for the trouble which this would oc- 
casion in the family, were overruled as soon as made by 
his arbitrary but kind friend ; who once more shook him 
by the hand, and left him in a stupor of astonishment at 
perceiving, that what he had considered as a most unto- 
ward accident, was likely to procure for him that which 
he had never ventured to anticipate ; namely, being re- 
ceived as an inmate and resident at Camperdown. 
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CHAPTER v. 

TURN IN, OR TURN OUT. 

The rich blockhead's store 

Oft opens the door, 

At wmch poverty's fate is * turn out.' 

KxNN£r. 

'* What irall this noise aboutl** impatiently exclaimed 
Mn. Crank, who, in consequence of a loud knocking 
agaioBt the wall of the adjoining chamber, had been ra- 
ther unseasonably interrupted in devotional exercises; or, 
perhaps, the duties of the toilette, for which the former 
served daily as a pretext to retire, about this hour in the 
afternoon. 

'' It's the master. Ma'am," said Tiller, as he passed 
her door, who had already determined to avail himself of 
the first opportunity afforded him of throwing off from his 
own shoulders any participation in what he considered 
little less than surrendering a footing on their own deck 
to an enemy. — <* It's the master. Ma'am : we're nailiiu^ 
up a clit for the head clew of the cot." f>;.' 

" What for ? — who is to occupy that room ?' inqufiw 
the matron. i ■ 

'' A disabled man," snappishly returned Crank, frrai 
withinside, in a voice which would have reached the fur- 
ther end of a longer corridor than Camperdown Cottage 
could boast. 

" A man ! — and so near my apartment — what man V 
cried the lady, in an emulously elevated tone. 

*' A friend in distress !" promptly bellowed the old gen- 
tleman. — " You're always talking about charity and bene^ 
volence— we'll now see if you've got any." 

This was an alturm to her pride ; an insult to her pro- 
fessions — it was blowing the clarion of war. In she 
came — her eyes beaming indignation, her port betoken- 
ing defiance, and armed in " all the panoply divine" of 
th^t female weapon, eloquence, she stood conscious of 
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]ier powers in the door-way, where Crank, and his fkcto- ] 
tum, were employed in their preparations ; and thus re- 
pelled the insolent aggression. 

<' I know not who may be the object of your bounty in 
this instance ; I can easily imagine your choice will bo a 
proof of your prejudices, rather than your philanthropy-- 
some sailor, or broken-down comrade, I suppose t — But 
I do think, brother, you might content yourself with 
giving away your property to persons of their loose ha- 
bits, without bringing them into your house, ^d forciifg 
their odious society upon me and my daughter." 

<' Hoity, toity ! — here's a breeze ! How did you know 
all this — who told youl" said Crank, imagining die secret 
of his solicitude had transpired.— <' If the doth don't 
assist one another, who will ? — Look at the Articles of 
War— what do they say? — ' Assist a known friend in 
view' — ^there's charity in earnest. — Suppose you had 
been blown up at sea, and dropped in a ditch, wouldiift 
you fiock to your mettingers ? — PU warrant you wooU : 
but it all comes of your dislike to the man." 

<* Dislike? — Who can yoii mean I — E confess I can't 
conjecture." 

<^ Why, Burton, to be sure." 

<^ Burton ! — that wretch !" said she. 

*' Aye — he's now down at Senna's; and devilish bad) 
too, I cin tell you." 

<< Well, Sir, this m£|y be your charity I call it insani- 
ty ! — If he enters here, after what has passed, our remain- 
ing hero is impossible !" 

" Why, bless you/' cried Crank, without suffering the 
dispute to make him relax in his preparations for the inva- 
lid's comfortable accommodation-'' the man's half dead !" 

'* So much the worse ; he is likely to remain the longer 
on our hands — but, afler the lengths he has gone, it would 
be closing ray eyes to my daughter's ruin to stay an hour 
after he became an inmate." 

" Well, but softly, now — hearken to reason," said 
Crank, pulling her gently into the room, whilst he shut 
the door cautiously. Tiller continuing, all the while, to 
thump manfully with a hammer at a brass-headed hook, 
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which was slowlj^progressing through the wall— >" heark- 
en to reason*" 

^< Mister Cranki" said she, laying a most unamiable 
emphasis on a title which she knew was pecuUaily ob- 
noxious to the feelings of the veteran — '< Mister Crank, 
if you have any thing private to communicate, let that 
noise cease, and its author retire," and so saying, she 
bmshed past him with the air of one determined to keep 
ber word. 

<* Thomas— stand fast awhile^ — suppose you go and 
overhauUh^ cot, and see none of the clews are stranded — 
It wouldnH do, you know, in his present state, to let him 
come down by the lump." 

Thomas, before the conclusion of this sentence, hadal- 
ready anticipated, and partly obeyed the unwilling intima- 
tioa, and retited with a full intention of not appearing again 
until especially summoned ; from which, we may sdeiy 
infer, that &ithful dependant was of opinion that the dif- 
ference of his situation in life did not disqualify him to sit 
on a council of state in family matters ; or from being ad- 
mitted to the confidence of his superiors. 

<* And now,'' said the matron, with studied and ceremo- 
nious stateliness, '' whilst you talk to me of hearkening to 
reason, what possible reason can you induce for bringing 
this young man into your family, afler all that has occur- 
red. What will our neighbours say of it? — ^What will the 
world think?" 

<' The world ! — a wide word that — what cares the world 
for all Dartmouth, and all that's in it ; — a drop o' water 
in the ocean. But as for the young man, he's as innocent 
as a child. — ITou were always alarmed ; but I told yoO 
there was nothing in it ; and if there was, too, you ought 
to know there's nothing more likely than opposition to 
bring them foul of one another." 

"But what / want to know is, how the profligate can 
again shew his face here ? Has he attempted to account 
for his former conduct?" said she, pacing the room in 
great agitation — ^' Has he attempted to explain the object 
of that odious letter ? or the reason of his abrupt depar- 
ture ?" 

" Egad, it's the way with him, I believe— for his arr[^ 
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t*a/ is still more abrupt— by all I can learn, he came here 
like a sky-rocket." 

<< All which," interposed the lady, << convinces me he is 
one of those singular characters, whose acquaintance can 
be no acquisition." 

<< Now, as to that, we differ — ^but I have pledged mj 
word he shall be welcome, and can't go back ; besides, 
he's so ill — ^I couldn't have the heart to drive a d<^ firom 
my door in his shattered condition." 

" That," said the female casuist, '< would be an aigu- 
nient for admitting the p/agnc." 

'< What the devil do you know about the plague! — Are 
you fool enough to believe it's contagious. I've beea at 
Smyrna, and all over the Levant, and never was afraid of 
it ; but, if that's all, hoist the yellow flag, and put him in 
quarantine here. Let Tiller attend him until he's clean 
bills of health." 

<< It's not his health, Sir, I allude to-— 'tis the moral 
taint of his society — the plague-spot of libertinism that 
I dread." 

" Now, there again, sister, you're wrongs — Give him 
his run ; he's unable to do any harm if he wished ; which 
I dont think he does. But, mark me ! Toung people 
hardly ever fall in love unless you go between 'em, and 
put such stuff in their heads by trying to keep 'em asun- 
der." 

<< Tour sentiments, brother, are singular ; — they are 
your own : — but mine have a right to be respected. I 
see nothing but mischief likely to follow this step— and 
resolved I am that — " 

This colloquy was interrupted by the blooming Emily 
herself, who came smiling into the room, and observinjg 
their attitudes, which indicated strong opposition of sen- 
timent, appeared not more at a loss to conceive thecaus^- 
of their present disagreement, than to account for th^ 
active preparations, made and making, for fitting up a- 
room hitherto unoccupied. — 

" What new inmate do you expect ?" said she ; " T 
should think it was no lady, by these singular prepara- 
tions."' 
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<* Kot more singular than the occasion !'' acomfully 
answered her mother. 

" Pm sorry it is so singular, for the poor fellow's own 
sake," said Crank — <* but it's all the fortune o' war — 
afloat to-daj-*aground to-morrow " 

Emily, after looking alternately in their faces, observ- 
ed— 

** Well, when this mysterious personage appears, it is 
to be presumed the incognito will be at an end — at pre- 
sent yon both seem determined to keep the secret." 

*^ You shall know all, my dear, in good time ; but at 
present I wish to be alone with your uncle." 

^' Oh, there's no occasion for her absence — we are 
only talking about Burton, who has met with a sad acci- 
dent, and landed in our neighbourhood — he's coming 
^re to take up his quarters — " 

*' He is no such thing !" exclaimed Mrs. Crank, with 
determination ; whilst a deep hue of crimson suffused the 
fine features of Emily. The exclusive dominion of the 
rose was as quickly usurped by the lily ; for a moment af^ 
terwards an ashy paleness overspread her countenance. 
This rapid transition of feeling escaped not the watchful 
and penetrating eye of her mother, who failed not to infer 
that her varied emotion indicated as much of indignation 
as of surprise. 

" I tell you what it is, sister, — I'm always captain of 
my own ship. So the less there's said on that subject 
the better. The fellow now requires a friend— and dam- 
me if I'll desert him !" 

A momentary hectic in Emily's complexion, seemed 
to indicate that she was suffering an internal struggle ; 
whilst her mother refrained for making any reply, lest, ia 
the course of their contention, Emily should be put in 
possession of that explanation, which it had been all along 
her mother's policy to prevent. Her malignant star, how- 
ever, prevailed. — Crank's eagerness to defend his friend 
triumphed over the resolution the reader will recollect he 
once had jocularly formed, to keep them both in igno- 
rance as to the real state of Burton's sentiments ; and he 
burst forth with an interrogatory, which terrified one, and 
surprised the other. 

Vol. IL— 5 
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<< Hasn't the young fellow been always honourablei and 
above-board ? — That letter to the child, too, which you 
made such a fuss about, was natural enough — if you knew 
all I said to him on the subject." 

" What letter, uncle ?" exclaimed Emily, thinking her 
prudence impeached — *< on my honour — on my moet sa? 
cred word — I never received a letter from him, or any man 
breathing!" accompanying this assurance with a flow of 
tears, which might with greater propriety be attributed to 
the indignation she felt at being suspected of entertaining 
a clandestine corresp< ndence, than to any other weJl-de* 
fined feeling* Here the old man affectionately took her 
by the hand, crying — 

** Cheer up, love — cheer up — no one suspects you— 
your mother took care you should never — .'* 

<' Are you raving, Sir ?" said the matron, casting a pro- 
hibitory look at her brother, and now alarmed at the nelir 
prospect of being detected in her disingenuous conduct 
towards her daughter. 

« Me raving 1" 

" Tes, one would think so, indeed ! But your strange 
and inconsistent conduct is all attributable to your want of 
knowledge of the world ; and a deficiency of tact in mat- 
ters of such delicacy." 

*< Why, as to the world,'' said Crank, marking with a 
fiiece of chalk on the floor, the place where Tiller was to 
screw down the staunchion, to which the foot-clew of 
Burton's cot was to be suspended — *< As to the world 
— I've been round that twice ; then as to tacks or tacking, 
I'd stay where you couldn't wear : — ^however, that's all 
Algebra to you. But as to opening any sealed dispatches, 
but my own — hang such delicacy^ say I." 

The matron felt that a crisis had arrived of such a nature, 
that it was almost impossible an explanation should not 
take place, which would put Burton's conduct in a very 
difierent light from that in which it was her interest Emily 
should view it. Whilst inveighing against the captain's con- 
duct, as the very height of imprudence, accident liberated 
her from her embarrassment ; for at this moment the gate- 
bell rang, and Senna was soon after seen, leading leisure- 
ly his patient past the window. The hospitable old hero;^ 
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growling great guns, btustled immediately out of the room 
to welcome his guest ; whilst the mother, anxious to pre- 
vent the effect any eclairciasement might have on her 
daughter's feelinf^s, contrived to get between her and the 
door, and thus addressed her — 

<* Emily, my dear love, you will, I hope, foel, that in 
this ■ instance my conduct has been actuated solely by a 
mother's anxiety for the welfare of her child. The sup- 
pression of the letter may seem disingenuous ; but it was 
of tuch a nature, that I was induced, through regard to 
ycmr feelings, to conceal its receipt.— Tour uncle's unsus- 
pecting artiessness saw nothing in it objectionable : yet, 
I assure you, it contained insinuations wiiich I tv' • 'd give 
the worlds even now, to be assured had no foundation. 
If the letter was penned purposely to throw odium on my 
child, he could not have been more successful ; and if he 
contemplated the possibility of its falling into my hands, 
he must be an accomplished villain. I can say no more 
—time presses — your uncle's absurd obstinacy has entail- 
ed his society on us, as a curse. — ^Tou are a girl not desti- 
tute of understanding — make the best use of it. Be watch- 
fol — be vigilant ; and remember the description of the 
arch-fiend himself, in scripture, is not less applicable to 
men in quest of fortune, who may be said—' to go about 
like roaring lions, seeking whom they may devour.' " 

With this piece of advice, forced by the perversion of 
a text from scripture, not forgetting the accompaniment of 
a maternal kiss, as is usual on such occasions, to sweeten 
the pill of parental advice, she released her daughter ; and 
suddenly assuming a face all smiles, and a manner be- 
tokening the deepest interest m the young lieutenant's 
misfortune, she repaired to the drawing-room, to welcome, 
with affected cordiality, the man she most feared and 
hated on earth. 

With the details of that reception, or the effect produc- 
ed on Burton by the kind-heartedness of the old gentle- 
man, by the affected and hypocritical cordiality of the 
matron, or the quiet, dignified reserve of £mily, we will 
not fatigue our readers ; who are already sufficiently ac-- 
cjuainted with their several characters and motives of ac« 
tion, -to pourtray these particulars, by the aid of their 
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Onrn imagination, with as much truth aod effect as conU 
possibly be accomplished by laboured description. 

Days rolled on unmarked, except on the part of CraoI(, 
by any thing further than an interchange of mutual dis- 
tant civilities between the females of the family and the 
invalid. — He was rapidly recovering the effects of hisac- 
cidenty yet no opportunity had been, or seemed likely to 
be, afforded him, of ascertaining the state of Emily's 
mind — He felt himsel* under the jealous surveillance of 
that most effective engine of domcbtic policy, a wary mo- 
ther's eye. Withovu betraying her object, her whole time 
was devoted to prevent, by every species of forethought 
and caution, the y >un;i: invalid froiri having a moment of 
Emily's society alone. — With this view his bell was an- 
swered with an alacrity that surprised him ; every want 
was supplied as soon as made known ; and it appeared 
to him not a little singular, that on some of these occa- 
sions he could distinguish, by the whispered but authori* 
tative mandate to the servant, when passing her sittiiig'- 
room, that these attentions were the result of that proud 
lady's personal regards to his comtorts ; a circumstance 
which not a little tended to shake his previous conviction^ 
that he was no favourite with her, if not absolutely an ob* 
ject of her dislike or aversion. Tiller, also, who was 
the medium of all those attentions and HUle assiduities^ 
and whose jealousy of the' lieutenant had very much abat- 
ed, through a feeling of commiseration, found himself es* 
tablished on a footing of favour, of which, to speak the 
truth, he had never been ambitious. As, however, he 
was a fellow of tough principle, and sturdy manner, it ne* 
ver entered Burton's head to make use of him as a con- 
fidant ; although he felt it every day became more neces- 
sary that he should secure some medium of privately com- 
municating with the object of his hourly encreasing pas- 
sion. Like other persons in his situation, he was san- 
guine enough to hope that accident would huve thrown 
such opportunities in his way. In this belief, however, 
he found himself deceived ; and he now discovered that 
the maxim was no less true in love than in war — *< He 
that would win fortune, must woo her. " He therefore se-- 
dulousl^ turned his thoughts to procure himself the so* 
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much wished-for opportunity as speedily as possible 4 
more particularly as his rapid convalescence had already 
furnished, at the dinner-table, a topic with the matron for 
dexterously, though politely, anticipating his departure 
from the cottage. 



CHAPTER VI. 

DOMESTIC POLITICS. 

Willing to wound* and yet afraid to strike. 

Popt. 

However prudently the matron had digested herplans^ 
U seemed fated that the good feeling of her brother-in- 
law, should in this, €is in many previous instances, prove a 
serious obstruction to the attainment of her object. — The 
worthy man had all along sympathized with his young 
friend, and seemed now more than ever disposed to enlist 
the feelings of the female part of his family in his favour, 
— He so far possessed himself by snatches of the details 
of Burton's misfortune as to disabuse himself of his origi- 
nal error in imagining that the lieutenant was, as he had 
expressed it, ' another Sky-rocket Jack,' blown up in the 
Bay of Biscay, and landed in a ditch at Dartmouth.-— 
Yet, strange as it may seem, owing to the pleasure he ex- 
perienced at seeing his young friend under his roof, and 
being able to render him a service, forty-eight hours had 
nearly elapsed ere he was undeceived as to his supposed 
aerial flight to that part of the country. — After dinner, on 
the day when Mrs. Crank had so pointedly alluded to the 
probability of the lieutenant's departure from the cottage, 
the veteran, as was his custom, challenged his friend to a 
bumper, which was no sooner filled, than he took the 
young officer kindly by the hand, and said — 

** J'U give you a toast.-— Here?s success to you in you: 

.5* 
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profession, and may you soon hear of your ]^>poinla)Bilil 
to another ship." 

Burton felt himself now called on to express himself 
in appropriate and grateful terms, for the kind and hosp 
table reception he had experienced ; and on this themOf 
as he really felt much, he perhaps would have been elo- 
quent, had not Crank cut him short, by observing — , 

<< All that^s very pleasant m its way, my friend, to those 
who like it — I can't say / do you're under no obligation, 
believe me : — but if you think you are, you may square 
the yards in this way-^by giving us the particulars of the 
loss of your ship.'' 

Burton would fam have declined, but his diffidence to 
speak of a transaction in which he might have said, with 

** Quaeqne ipce miscrrimc vidi 
Et quorum pan magna fui — ^^ 

was soon overcome by Crank's repeating the request ; and 
an assurance, false as respected one of the persons al- 
luded to, that ' the women would be disappointed^ as well 
as himself, unless he began the narration.' 

Thus encouraged, he threw off his reluctance to appear 
egotistical, and proceeded to satisfy their curiosity by a 
connected detail of the whole transaction ; and there is 
much reason to regret, both for our own sake, as well as 
the reader's, that none of the party were sufficiently versed 
in the stenographic art, to have taken down, in short hand, 
from his own lips, the animated description of the awful 
peril, alarm, and distressing hardships endured by himself 
and his companiouti on that disastrous occasion ; satisfied 
we are, that were it in the reader's power to contrast it 
with that which we have feebly endeavoured to sketcb> 
our meagre prosaic attempt at describing a scene of such 
animating interest, would have been considered beneath 
the style of an official dispatch, and scarcely fit for inser- 
tion in the ship's log-book. 

Had there been no previous liaison between two such 
susceptible minds, as those possessed by our young 
friends, the history of such sufferings was likely to excite 
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ft kindly iateresti which might possibly have warmed into 
a fonder feeling. — The narrative, from being at first 
merely circumstantial, became deeply interesting to all, 
iioft excepting Mrs. Crank, who, had she calculated on its 
results, would never have left it in the power of accident 
to display, in sp favourable a light, the character of a man 
she had so oflen, through motives of policy, perhaps, 
rather than ill will, calumniated. 

As the story proceeded, the veteran grew restless and 
fidgetty in his seat, and with difficulty restrained himself 
frokn interruption. — Part of the interest was lost on Mrs. 
Crank, from the anxiety with which ^she watched the fine 
expressive features of her daughter, who, like Dido of 
old, manifested all those alternations of fear, hope, pity, 
and, horror, during this distressing detail, which it is said 
some thousand years ago (for nature is always the same, 
and true to itself) agitated the love-lorn Queen of Car- 
thage during iE^neas' relation of the disastrous confla. 
^ration of Troy. — Whatever feelings might have been ex* 
cited by this recital in other persons, that which was most 
decidedly serviceable to the views of the narrator, was 
the interest which the tale of toil and suffering excited in 
the old officer's breast. — He made, as the lieutenant pro- 
ceeded, all the young sailor's sorrows his own, and with 
an enthusiasm natural to his character, the narrative was 
scarcely concluded, ere he jumped up from his seat, and 
strutted about the room with a determined air, that seem- 
ed to indicate his mind was made up^ and his will should 
be law. — Then looking alternately in the face of Burton 
and that of his sister, from whom he almost anticipated 
open opposition, he exclaimed— 

" Sad work — burnt out— kit lost — ^no remuneration !* 
— perhaps no chance of an appointment," — then grasp* 

"* In all cases of shipwreck or loss by fire, the officers and seamen of 
LI3 majesty^fi ships are considered as unentitled to remuneration of any 
kind. — 'The practice has been complained of as a hardship, but it seems 
.consonant with sound policy.*— >The conviction of neg^Iect of discipline or 
precaution, brings its own punishment with it, which is sure toprodurc 
the most salutary efiects. — Officers in the army, on boaid transports, 
are sometimes remunerated under similar circumstances, but their safety 
is in other hands than their own, and the^ may be considered, when. oe 
board ship, as beings eomplctely ovt of their element. 
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ing him parentally by the hand, he said-*'' but never mind 
—shall never want a friend in distress ; and what's morei 
my boy, until you get another ship, you shall remain a 
supernumerary on the btoks^ and be victualled at the cot* 
tage as long as you like." 

A cloud quickly oversliadowed the brow of the stately 
dame, whose opposition was neutralized by the previous 
demonstration which Crank had made of his resolution. 
— An opefn rupture was to be avoided with a doad of the 
veteran's determination of character i who, wherever hifl 
feelings were concerned, usually concluded every argu- 
ment with the authoritative phrase— -^'' Recollect-«-I'ffl 
captain of my own ship." 

'< This politic lady, cherefore, despairing of accom* 
plishing her Object by storm, resolved, to use a military 
phrase, to proceed by sap. — The project was no sooner 
formed, than, with a dexterity highly creditable to her ca- 
pacity, she proceeded to put part of it into execution, by 
adopting the line of conduct most likely to deceive her 
opponent and lull suspicion. — Her plastic featuresi with 
admirable facility, assumed a gracious smile ; and inth 
nil the savoir of a woman of the world, who felt acqui* 
escence, however unpalatable, would not be impolitic, 
added her entreaties to those of her brother, that she 
hoped he would make his stay as long as suited his 
convenience and interests : observing, *' that it was not 
likely, however, they should have that pleasure long, as 
it was impossible a gentleman of his professional cha- 
racter and merit would be sufiered to remain unemploy* 

Bd." 

The countenance of the old gentleman seemed to 
brighten at this observation — perhaps there was as much 
of triumph in it as of satisfaction ; and he was heard to 
mutter — 

'< Changed her tune, by all that's brave— must have a 
heart like a horse if she didn't" — a sentiment, in which, 
but for the coarseness of the allusion, her daughter would 
probably have participated. 

As in the regular drama the acts are closed by the ' 
dropping of the curtain, — the interest of this scene was 
^ifectively interrupted by AtiaUr Tiller's intrusion, to iref 
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the curtains for the night, which put an end to the»con- 
versation, and curtailed our adventurer's grateful acknow- 
ledgments. 

Jythough Mrs. Crank perfectly appreciated the value 
of her own talents ; (as which of us poor mortals do not 
in^ben we possess them ?; a^ well as of her tact in extri- 
cating herself from any difficulty, vshe was too sensible of 
the importance of due examination and reflection, not to 
look into the scheme her genius had promptly furnished 
ber with, in every possible liuht — It is not therefore to 
be wonderckl at she was extremely taciturn during the 
rest of the evening, and made indispdrition a pretext for 
retiring early to rest and breakmu up the family party. 

For several hours her bed was any thing but a place of 
repose: — 

ft 

-< — ^** Not popi^, nor manda^ra, 

Nor all the drowsy syrups of the world," 

<< could med'cine*' her "to sweet sleep," until day-light 
broke in upon ber unfinished lucubrations. 

Baffled as she had been in her calculations by the unex- 
pected return of Burton to the neighbourhood, in conse- 
quence of the sintrularly ill-timed accident, which had 
tbro.wn him, as it were, on their humanity, and the increas- 
ed probability of his continuing yet longer an inmate of 
the house ; she felt still greater cause for alarm, at per* 
ceiving he was rapidly establishing his clain^ to her daugh- 
ter's esteem, if not afiechon, thriugh the blind partiality, 
as she termed it, of ber brother-in-law for a poor profes- 
sional parvenve, — In fact, sh<^ began' to entertain appre- 
hensions that Crank, whose conduct as to the intercourse 
between the young people had been hitherto characterised 
simply by indifference, might allow his prediliction for his 
guest to out-balance the scruples which he entertained, as 
to the ineligibility of so unequal a match. -7 There was but 
one safe course to pursue, more especially as she felt con- 
vinced it would be almost impossible that some accident 
should not apprise her daughter of Burton's last letter be- 
ing suppressed, which would produce the double efiect of 
raising his character^ and depressing her own in Eoiily'is 
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estimation. — ^To prevent such an eclaircissement was het 
object night and day ; yet she was unable to flatter herself 
that, should he remain in the house, opportunities would 
not occur for explanation, and exposing the deception prac- 
tised on her unsuspicious child. With the intrusion of' 
dawn, she had come to the determination that her only 
chance of safety must consist in expelling this dangerous 
guest from the house by some tour-iPartifice-oT stratagem: 
and ere she had completed her devotional exercises of the 
morning ; or the still more devoutly observed ceremonials 
of the toilette, she had adjusted the whole plan of opera- 
tions, and nicely calculated the chances of success. 

Although sleep had been altogether a str&nger to her 
pillow, no one who had marked the self-possession and 
calmness which sat upon her countenance, as she en- 
tered the breakfast-room in the morning, wouM have con- 
jectured that the fever of ambition had. during the live- 
long night, banished all repose ; or that, notwithstanding 
the air of easy indifierence she assumed, she was aetuallf 
devising how she could ward off, by one piece of dupli- 
city, the consequences of another. — 

A favourable opportunity presented itself for the com- 
pletion of her project ; for, imiiediately after breakfast, 
Miss Wilson called on her daughter, and both soon after 
repaired to make some morning calls in the neighbour- 
hood. — Observing that the coast was clean and calculat- 
ing on the usual tediousness of these tiresome testimo- 
nials of fashionable regard, she ^seized the fortunate 
chance thus afforded of putting her plan into instant eze« 
cutioiii and sallied forth — Will it be asked where I 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SECRET SERVICES. 

He knew not how to reconcile 
Such language, with her usnal style, 
And yet her words were «o exprest. 
He could not hope she spoke in jest 



Swift. 



Here was an honourable compromise, 
A half-way house of dipkxnatic rest. — 

Btbon. 

Tas portly village doctor was busy, pestle in hand, 
pounding cuttle-fish shell to form a dentifrice for the 
identicaF lady who now entered the apartment ; which 
alternately served him as study, surgery, laboratory, and 
sometimes dissecting-room. Luckily, at this moment, 
Master Robert Rufus, his associate m the healing art, 
was absent : his professional assistance having been soli* 
cited by Lady Deborah Outang, in behalf of a sick mon- 
key, whose thread of existence had been considered in 
great danger from the scissors of Atropm ; owing, as it 
was supposed, to a sudden and alarming attack of pa- 
ralysis. 

<< Dear me, doctor,--! consider myself particularly 
fortunate to find you thus alone," said Mrs. Crank, who 
in her hurry had forgotten to close the door by which she 
entered. 

The doctor, after having kindly assisted her to a seat, 
and returned her greeting, imagining, from her exordium, 
that one of those mystic communications, not unusual be- 
tween some patients and their medical men, was on the 
top««, cautiously crept on tiptoe to the door, which he 
closed with an affected mysteriousness suited to the 
occasion — 

*< I am obliged, doctor, for this considerate caution. 
Since the decease of my sainted husband, my affairs are 
secret to all the worldi with the exception of yourself." 
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A profouDiJ bow of acknowledgment followed this ci 
plimealary conTcsnion. 

" Secrecy, ray dear Madam, is the soul of tbe profri 
aion ; and. lei me add.— iis stifeguard also." 

" How admiralily expressed !" 

*' Yon are pleased lo cornpliment, Madam." 

" Impossible !— compiimenl always implies flattery 
your merit challengea coraniendalion." 

The opening of ihis eulogistic bailery, or royal solut 
seamed for a moment to Htagger the doctor. Rubbi 
his haaAi with infinite delight, he made a closer apptva 
to the lady'a person. He had hilhert'> considerad hi"^ 
self a ravoiirite with her ; and in that conviction he I 
been encouraged by many well-timed i^ondescensionB \ 
most insiancea slight, but betokening a prerereDce for I 
BDciely as a professioital man, who understood Ihs vaT 
of pliability of rharacier ; — a quality which ladies, li 
his fair visitant, proporti'inally prize in olherB. %ai tl 
unwonted strain of txaiigerated encomium, combtn 
with her secrecy of miinner, threw liitn completely offi 
guard ; and his anxiKiy to arrive at the mysterioue Irl 
had well nif>h involved him in the indiscretion of prbfi 
siunally alluding to a slight obesity of habit, which hetl 
hitherto attributed to sedentary avocations. A. lea 
question, as to the stale of her health, was on the tip' 
his tongue, which would inevitably have damned him f 
ever in her good opinion ; had not the lady, whoso I 
fairs were of too pressing a nature to tolerate either ci 
cumlocution or misconstruction, set him right ; 
lied directly lo acquaint him with her object. 

" But to addresd myself to the particular point Ilp4 
which 1 wish your advice : you are aware," contiDUl 
she, " of (he unfortunate situation in which I'm placed' 

Here tho doctor protested his innocence with a fees H, 
which it was impossible to say whether incredulity oi 
prise most predominated. 

7/ial attachment which you cannot but have auspect^J 
ed — " 

" Mt, dear Madam," interrupted Senna, " nsrer tip M 
ihis bout." 

" No? upon your veracity '" 
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^* Noy on my honour," exclaimed the kindling apo- 
thecaiy, " I aasure you. On the respect, on the deep 
regard let me add, which I trust,'* said he, flinging him- 
self from his seat on his knees before her, <* I have uni- 
formly evinced towards you " 

<< rardon, me, doctor," interrupted the lady, reining in 
her condescension as she began to be apprehensive thai 
its cause was misunderstood ; '< you appear to labour 
under a misconceptions-rise. Sir." 

There were two professional words in the last sentence, 
which completely set the doctor's intellects obstetricalJy 
wandering. For whom, or to whom the allusion was in- 
tended, he still was at a loss ; hut having made one ca- 
pital error, he was determined not to blunder again, so he 
patiently waited to take up his cue. 

** That unfortunate attachment which I always dreaded 
might result from the growing intimacy of the parties ; 
anintimacy which had happily been interrupted^ if not for 
ever forgotten, but for the absurd obstinacy of that in- 
domitable mon — (but I'll not use a harsh term) man, 
Captain C, is more than likely to bafRe all my attempts to 
quench it, unless fresh measures be devised." 

Senna, still at a loss, looked unutterable things, but 
said not a word. 

<< All that caution, or prudent concealment" — Here, 
again. Senna involuntarily started, and seemed relaps- 
ing— 

<< Could do," resumed the lady, <* has been done ; but 
things are now gone too far, unless you kindly assist us." 

Senna, in his mind's eye, had already taken a retro- 
spective glance over the whole body of pharmacy, or, as 
it is technically called, the Pharmacopceia Londinenm^ 
for what purpose was best known to himself, then turning 
round with a face of the most servile obsequiousness, he 
answered — 

«« You know, my dear Madam, you may command ray 
services to any e.Ttent." 

" So I felt confident," said she ; " and, to be candid 
with you, doctor, every thing must now depend on your 
ingenuity. You know, I'm sure, that these things have 
been done before." 

Vol. 11.-6 
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" Oh, constantly, mydearMadaral— ever; dajf. Wl 
but to come to the point — " 

" Tee," replied she, but aliU hesitated to proceed. 

" Would it not be aa well," rejoined ihe apotheea^ 
" to apprize roe of some of the leadings aymptoniB." 
' " Symptoms 1 — symptoms !" reiterated Mrs. Ci 
" 1 fear, doctor, you have not comprehended my tnoi 
— explicitness becomes a duty, although delicacy to wai 
my daughter forbids me to disclose her situation. But 
you, as a friend of the family, and who have so oil 
kitidly expressed that interest which I am certain you It 
in our welfare, I trust I may candidly avow thai, which)* 
living being, except yourself, should never have t 
my lips." 

Here was fresh food for wonder ; his eyes dilated, 
nostrils were distended, and his patulous ears seemed 
suck intelligence instinctively, at every syllable at t 
proceeded, — The lady perceiving, from the si ' " 
ration of his countenance, that he had already anticipa 
some unwarrantable inference, as respected her di 
fair fame, resumed— 

" But mark me ! doctor, — that neither my daughti 
conduct nor principles are to be impugned — nor dc 
imagine, brought up, as she hns been, with all the af ' 
moral and religious instruction, uhich it has been-i 
|tride to infuse from her earliest infancy, that it would 

Eossible she should ever forget what is due to herself a 
er family." 

This eermoiiiRing tirade was so far from throwing t 
light upon the person intended (o be enlightened, that 
fell into a conviction opposite to thai which the matron 
tended should have been the efiecl of her eloquenc 
and, as is natural under such circumstances, he now oG 
huted all this circumlocution to an anxiety natural oa I 
part of a parent to palliate a daughter's imprudence. 

" Vou should, doctor, be apprized — " 

A Ihoodering bump at the door, occasioned by the 4 
jilicalion of the nether extremity of Mister Robert RuRl 
person on the outside, in consequence of his Hading 1 
latch refused its office, fortunately interrupted the o' 
fabulalioD, which, from its want of point, might olherw 
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have carried far enough to fatigue the impatienco of the 
reader. 

Senna flew from his seat in a passion — and, like the 
'^ true blood of Csesar,'' was seen 

** Roahine out of doors to be resolved 

If Brutu9 80 iHwiodly knocked or no :" 

and in the eagerness of the one to intrude, and the other 
to repel the invasion, their heads came slap in colli- 
sion with a force, which, had the os frontis of either 
been less strongly fortified hy nature, or the cerebral 
matter of a more tender and susceptible substance, might 
have afforded an opportunity to the other practitioner of 
trepanning the sufferer's skull, and in the atteof^pt perhaps 
« eaaed" him, to speak poetically, '^ of this load of life." 
This interruption recalled the interlocutors to a sense Df 
Ibe value of fleeting time, and of the probability that the 
thread of their communion might be again unseasonably 
Woken off. As soon, therefore, as the luckless wight 
had been despatched by Senna with a reprimand, Mrs. 
Crank, dismissing the small remnant of mauvaise hontt 
which lingered in her nature, proceeded, in a more busi- 
aesa-»like manner, to state the reasons of her visit, and de- 
tail, in a connected chain, the symptoms (as Mr. Senna, 
she observed, would have called them) of approaching 
disorder in the family body. For she, conformably with 
ber peculiar system cf action (founded on what are term- 
ed approved worldly maxims), had always considered and 
treated love as a species of contagion — if not the plague 
itself. Dissenting from the enlightened rrtec/tco-philosot 
pbers of the day, who have alarmed the southern mari* 
time states of Europe, by the innovating principle that 
the plague is not contagious : her principle of action was 
diametrically opposite, from entertaining the firm convic- 
tion and belief, that as no att,achment could take place be- 
tween parties without coming in collision, so the conta- 
gion, however violent, must cease to propagate itself, and 
fioallv be extirpated, provided the enamoured pair were 
^uielully removed from the possibility of coming into 
fiitiire contact. From the symptoms enumerated^ she 
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was compelled to admit, that, as respected her daughter^ 
these were not of so decided a character ; though dw 
was rather disposed to attribute their being checked, to 
her own judicious method of treating them in their early 
stage : — whilst she regretted, in terms of deep anxie^ 
and alarm, that the disease displayed itself with a viru- 
lence and violence in the male subject, which threateaed 
infection in its worse shape ; and bid fair to defeat all her 
anxious precaution. 

Senna protested, and possibly with truth, that noTer 
during his experience had he witnessed a similar instance 
of so judicious an adaptation of physical tei ma to meta- 
physical subjects ; and concluded his warm compliment 
to her talent by observing, that she had succeeded in that 
most difficult of all oratorical attempts, which consisted 
in making the figures she had so judiciously selected at 
once illuminative and corroborative of her facts. ** But," 
continued the professor of physic, " having now, Madam, 
got over what we consider the main point, the twminatum 
of the disease — the next step is to prescribe a reoiedy.'* 

<' There, doctor, you must allow me to intrude on your 
prerogative. What that remedy is, / have, upon the tooirt 
mature deliberation, resolved." 

<' Just so ; and, give me leave to say, in exccDent 
hands." 

<< To be brief, then. There is every reason to believe, 
that the unhappy interest which this young man has excit- 
ed in my brother, both as a professional roan, as well as 
from his late sufferings and accident, will be the means of 
prolonging his stay, and affording him opportunities of in- 
teresting my daughter still more strongly in his favour. 
You know the value of the proverb — 'Opportunity and 
importunity.' " 

*< Just so." 

" One thing at least is certain, that, beggared as her^w 
is, we shall be saddled with him perhaps for months ; (or 
only yesterday, after the recital of his sufferings at sea, 
which certainly were, if true, rather singular and touching 
— our perverse but kind friend, ^atVor-like, thought himself 
called on to offer him an asylum without limitation of 
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time :— ia fact, a carte blanche to do as he thought proper, 
and remain as long as he liked." 

" You donH say so ?" 

** Tour surprise, doctor, is natural. But such is the 
fkct Now, this, Sir, I never can endure. Tt would bo 
a wanton exposure of my dear child to the chance of form- 
ing a connexion highly ineligible — in fact, ruinous to her 
expectations. Only think, my good friend, of such a ca- 
lamity be&lling a girl so calculated to succeed in life as 
she is by nature ; and highly cultivated, as I trust she is, 
hy all the ordinary aids of education and a mother's fond 
solicitude. It is not to be thought of with any thing like 
patience.— Flifirht alone can save us ; and resolved I 
ami Uiat, great as the sacrifice might perhaps be, were my 
brother to take umbrage at it, my daughter and I, as a 
last resort, must withdraw ourselves from his roof." 

'< God forbid, my dear friend !-^to be sure, violent dis- 
eases require violent remedies. Tet, -perhaps, an a/fe- 
roltve might be administered with success." 

'* You will excuse me — I feel as a mother, and cannot 
temporise with my solicitude. — Vigorous measures alone 
can preserve us — and you have assured n^e of your kind 
co-operation." 

Again the doctor was destined to be at fault. — But as 
the innuendo was dreadful and appalling, prudence 
proinpted him to be silent. 

<' Upon your dexterity and skill, as a professional roan, 
and a man of the world, I implicitly rely. — ^It is in your 
power and yovkv^ only, to mmove him I" 

The colour deserted every feature of the doctor's be- 
wildered countenance. •He positively gasped for breath 
at the conclusion of thb speech ; during which he had 
been calculating with himself what might be her ultimate 
aim : But this ambiguous proposal, coupled with the ur- 
gency of her preceding appeal, made him doubt whether 
be had the perfect possession of his faculties. 

The speaker was now too much excited, and too anx- 
ious to arrive at her object, to permit him to remain 
much longer in doubt. 

*< You kno<v,>' continued she, <^ how much attached he 
is to the cottage." 

6* 
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" WhOy my dear Madam ?" 

<< Why, surely, you have not been all along ignorant 
whom I meant — my brother." 

" Impossible ! — I trust — " 

<< Why not 1" interrupted the matron. << Unless under 
the impression of a dangerous state of health, and tbe 
necessity of trying some other air, I fear it will be impos- 
sible to remove him — ^and even this must be managed 
with great dexterity — and by-the-by, doctor (I only throw 
out the conjecture), do you not think he breaks apace 1" 

'^ Quite the contrary — I have not seen him look better 
for years — nor is his improvement confined to looks atone. 
—His constitution seems renovated, and he perfectly as- 
tonished me by the alacrity with which he bustled down 
herejthe day of Mr. Burton's accident.'' 

<v Appearances may be deceitful — I have nearer oppor- 
tunities 6f observing him than you — ^not that I would iiB- 
peach your professional skill, for which I have Ibe higkesl 
respect— *but from certain appearances, — minutt certunlj, 
and almost indescribable ; I venture to give it as my do-,, 
cisive opinion, that he is on the eve of some importini 
change ror the worst." 

*^ I confess my observatiops lead me to adifierent in- 
ference — more particularly as he has been taking the 'pre- 
ventive drop$^*y 

<< Of drops, or of medicine, I have little hope-^per^ 
haps, already he has taken too much. — Change of air,— ^ 
change of scene, doctor, seems most Hkely to accomplish 
our object." 

<< Oh !" drawled out the doctor, with unaffected surprise,, 
as if awakening from a dream — "I now, for the first time,, 
perceive your drifl — pardon the phrase — I should rather' 
have said — the a-— purport of your first a — intentions." 

<< Well, excuse me,-r-but from your doubtful manner, ifi; 
appeared to me that this was not one of your bright mom^ 
ings. — ^But to resume, — don't you think it would be ad^ 
viseable to order him to Bath, or say Cheltenham— -it u^ 

matter perhaps of indifference— change of scene bein^ 
of as much consequence as any thing else in this in- 
stance ?" 
** Why-^wh-^y a — as to the policy of the thingy I 
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don't dispute it may be necessary-— but I should rather 
the sug^stion canie from any one else. — ^You'll please to 
recoliect, my good Madam, that professional reputation is 
something with the world — ^to me every thing — I flatter 
myself m2^ treatment has been judicious, and, give me leave 
to add, eminently successful—- considering his habits ot 
life." 

*< All that, my dear Sir, we don't dispute." 

*' I feel your kindness in that admission — But you must 
be aware of the effect my giving him up will create 
abroad — ^its unfavourable impression as to my skill — and 
that, too, at the moment when he is o&the eve of a cure. 
•»It was only the other day he was proposing to remove 
the bandage from his leg, alleging he felt it unnecessary. 
But /, as a matter of pure precaution, could not possibly 
listen to it — Besides — this would be to relinquish a tri- 
umph into the hands of the next medical man he may 
consult, who will thus avail himself of all the judicious 
treatment which I have so long practised, with almost a 
certain hope of completely renovating his constitution. — 
See, Madam ! the sacrifice I must thus make, both as to 
the gratitude which he must feel he owes me for my ex* 
ortions, and the still more important sacrifice of my pro- 
fessional reputation : which latter is the greater, from the 
very circumstance of recommending a change of air : — 
which, you yourself are well aware, the world now very 
uncharitably begins to consider the surest symptom of a 
medical man's nespair of his patient ; and an inhuman 
abandonment of him to his fate, as though death wero 
inevitable.--«-You, Madam, can see no reason ; at least, I 
see none, strong enough to induce me so wantonly to 
sacrifice reputation." 

'* Oh ! certainly, by no means." 

<< Tet," continued the doctor, rising in tone as well as 
in importance of manner, as if warmed by his own elo- 

Juence, '* character is coin.-'— Besides, there is something 
ue to the feelings of the old gentleman— what will he 
think of being so unceremoniously handed over to strang- 
ers ? Di4 my practice permit it, or could my other pa- 
tients be reconciled to my absence, I might, by accom> 
panying him, remove some of the objections.— Then — 
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Will he eubmit to (he treBtnipni of straneers, witb slftf 
reluciant^e ht" lias nmnifeBlud (i> mpdiLinp, aiid bta en 
tempi of proressional advice 1 The Hiffitrultiea I hnve ei 
perlenred in Ihis re^tpecl, have, an yoti well know, M 
dam, only been nvercome by his onnBidBring me. far book 
time pBBt,mare inlhe litiht of a friend, liiana physicianH 
But, above all, should he detect, or but Huspect the impt 
ailion practised on bim ; it is proTly evident I shall foife 
for ever his good opinion and confidence." 

" All foil have said. Sir,'' said Mrs. Crank, with 
smile ; which was half of a sneer, " is very plBUsiblB 
and 1 properly appreciate your tenderness for Captaj 
Crank's feehogs. — But 1 imagine it will not be dfflioidl 
to calm all that amiable anxiety you have expressed fi 
liim, — by one word, and in thus ai]udin|! to it no: 
Ilact]y, it will save me the trouble, and you the < 
raaament, of its being again rung in your ears — which i^ 
thai whatever sacrifice you may imagine you make, } 
relinquiahing the captain as a patient, shall be amply n 
muDerated, 1 f;ive you luy solemn assurance. — Aad non 
Sir, it remains for you to decide — and it is only caedii 
to apprise you. that the deciaion will be important aa wi 
to your own interests as to ours — for taking a high a 
thority in this iRstsnce as my guide. I sball detertnine- 
■ tie that is not /or us, is againil us.' " 

The dreams of an armed neutrality, in which the d 
lor had hugged himself, were by this tali-smanic t«uch< 
femalb artifice dissipated into ''Ihinair." Asa raa^ 
who had entrenched himself in n strong hold, which 1 
hitherto imagined impregoalile, surrenders at diacntioi 
the moment he is surprised by finding the enomy in th 
citadel ; so the pharmacopoliat, who had fortified hknsal 
in profeasiotiB of iceling, and flourishes of declatnatiODi 
which he supposed were ineurmouDlable ; the n 
he became apprehensive that hi.s interest was at 
wisely determined to beat Uie chamade, and capitu 
time, ere matters came to cxlremtlies. 

" Well, my dear Madam, it muat be confessed it'a' 
case of difficolty — but we must see what cau be done, 
consent to postpone u — my interests— yuur's shall he— 
^-pttNtinotuat ; — and, give inc leave to add, the s 
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e more meritorious, as your assuranceHf however 
y meant, have certainly been but pbscurely defined : 
1 your present assurance, I shall, however, implicitly 



» 



iTith an address, worthy of the best days of Italian di- 
nacy, the lady simpered, and affected a slight xsonfu- 
j ; expressing, in a softenf'd voice, her surprise at his 

. perceiving that, circumstanced as she was, delicacy 

1st prevent her being more explicit 

Cerberus himself wa^ never taken with so palatable a 

p :— The victory was complete ; and the man was her 
nm, body and soul. 



CHAPTER Tin. 

AK EXPLANATION, 

Tbey were alone once mora. 

. Btxon. 

It has become an adage in human afiairs that '' man 
proposes, Heaven disposes" — a truism so general, that 
is embraced even the case of Mrs. Crai^ although 
a female — for while she was thus providing against 
possible future ill, that occurrence which it had been all 
along an object qearest her heart to prevent, actually took 
place. 

lo consequence of not finding at home the greater num- 
ber of those acquaintances on whom'she called, Emily hav- 
ing parted with her friend near that lady's residence, return 
ed earlier than by her vigilant mother had been expected 
and had sat herself down in the drawing-room, when tb 
lieutenant entered, pleasure beaming in his eye ; the r* 
suit of those hopes and anticipations which now *^ thi< 
fluttered" round his heart. This was the first time 
had, since bin abode at the cottage, ifeen Emily aloi 
oven for a moment ; and as it was naturally to be expe 
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ed that such an occurrence should long since have taken 
place by accident, he began to imagine that the interdic- 
tion of her isociety in private must be the result of design ; 
although Btill rather dubious as to its author. He had, 
however^ calculated on the opportunity certainly occurring 
within a much shorter period than that which had elapsed 
since his stay ; and, as is natural, under circumstances 
where a much desired event; is unaccountably postponed, 
he considered the chance daily improved, until he now 
felt convinced it approximated to certainty. As he was 
unconscious of any sligli^t towards the object of his affec- 
tions, he felt more sensibly the value of an opportunity 
of an explanation, which might, he truijited, remove that 
reserve which marked her conduct towards him ; and res- 
tore that happier intimacy and friendly cordiality which 
formerly subsisted between them. It was not wonderful, 
therefore, that every day which intervened seemed too 
short, because it afforded nt» such opportunity : whilst, as 
he added it to the number of those already spent in doubt 
and anxiety since becommg an inmate at the cottage, the 
aggregate of time appeared to him intolerably long and 
tedious. 

■ 

It may easily be conceived that, in this situation of mind, 
the lieutenant was not disposed to let the present opportu- 
nity be lost. M otwithstaudinp, the anxiety he fblt to put an 
end to these perplexities, yet now, when alone with the wo-' 
man he adored, he found the task of attempting an explana- 
tion fraught with dflBculties he had never before attributed 
to it. There seems to be a busy demon ever in the path of lo- 
vers, even of the purer order ;— and possibly more frequent- 
ly with such persons than with spirits of less exalted senti-* 
ment, whose constant office it is tf) create misunderstand- 
ings which should never have arisen between rational 
beings, to conjure up those tormenting and unappeasable 
sensations, which arise from too scrupulous an exaction 
of attention, too refined an idea of human nature, or too 
subtle and intrusive a feeling of self-respect. Of these 
three just mentioned, women appear to he haunted by the 
two former ; whilst the last, which, by-the-bye, like all 
other sensations founded on self, is the more difficult to 
6vercome; starts up like a spectre to scare the male sen^ 



AN EXPLAVATIOlf. 71 

lim^ntalist from his object ; and render him the victim of 
his owB overweening refinement. On this rock (to 
change the figure, since Burton was not an immaterialist) 
he found himself most likely to stnke ; in consequeince 
of entertaining an idea, that were he the first to demand 
or entreat an explanation, it might be thence inferred that 
.he felt conscious something in his conduct had. occasion- 
ed that reserve which he so much regrettedt Never, 
perhaps, had this intermeddling spirit been more effectively 
busied in disturbing the good understanding and harmony 
which subsisted between two persons, who previously 
esteemed each other, than in the present instance. One 
difficulty, which, however^ had been considered insur- 
moohtable, and that too with reason, was removed^ and 
both parties had now an opportunity of commanicating 
freely and explaining their sentiments without the inter- 
vention of a third person. The next difficulty to be re- 
moved was, who should concede the point, and begin the 
explanation, which, between two persons who separately 
felt they had nothing wherewith to upbraid themselves, 
was one of rather difficult adjustment. In the middle of 
deliberations of this nature the clock struck * four,' and 
the last stroke of the bell awoke him to a sense of the 
value of those moments he was thus wasting in subtle 
and futile casuistry, and reminded him that the summons 
for dinner might be momentarily expected. He felt the 
importance of this opportunity for explanation — his 
ecruples were overbalanced by his anxiety. By singular 
good fortune he happened to touch accidently the magic 
spring, which was certain to open a road from that la- 
byrinth in which he was invol ved. 

« May 1 ask," said he, " to what am I indebted for the 
pleasure of now, for the first time during so long a resi- 
dence in this housO) enjoying one moment of your society 
alone T' 

^< I was not," replied £mily, with dignified reserve, 
^< aware that such an opportunity would be particularly 
prized by Mr. Burton." 

'^ This is indeed injustice. The value I have set on 
every moment I have enjoyed of your society, may be cs. 
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limated b; the solicitude I have always shewn (o obt 
it." 

" I mast be excused," said Emily, " If I think it w 
doubtful thai sc^icitude atill e.tisla." 

*' Good heaveos !" said be, '■ what can you meanl 
what part of my conduct have I merited that reproad 
An expIaoatioD is of ihe ulmost impottance to my peace 
mind ; can you harbour any suspicion of the sincerity 
my attachment V 

" It is not my wish, Sir, nor ever has been my habit 
take up lightly any Buapicion as to those I esteem." 

"For that admiEsion 1 feel deeply grateful," said hCj 
terrupling ibe unliuished sentence, which she recoi 
me need thus, — 

" But having admitted this, you cannot but be awi 
there are circumstances connected with your abrupt i 
parlUre for sea, which might have appeared to reqoi 
some explanation. That occasion is very likely forgi 
ten ; and, as reepecta myself, it would perhaps be as w 
it continued so." 

'■ It is," replied be, " as fresh in my recollection as ev 
ry other circumstance in the slighiei^t degree conneclt 
with you, I however had hoped my letter would have i 
duced you to accept my explanation of my rather si 
and abrupt retreat that evening." 

" That letter," said the btushing girl, with aomelbil 
like disdain mingled with confusion in her manner, " 
would have been more to your own bonour, as I ha 
been assured, bad it never been written." 

" Then you have been deceived," said the indignc 
lieutenant, " grossly deceived. It contained only an a{ 
logy, couched in the most respectful terms a grateful he 
could dictate. Never 1 oh, never could I be base enou 
to insult the woman 1 adore. My soul scorns the im| 
tation ; and, depend on it, lovely Kmily, both that aa 
and the long letter 1 wtole you, when at sea, were ef 
sioaa worthy of the most bonoumble and ardent all 
raent." 

" What letter?" said she with an eagerness of maoi 
■which abBOlwd her from all possible siLspicion of affe 
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iDg a surprise she did not feel. ^' I know of no othet let* 
ter ever received from you at sea.'' 

" Thetkf without doubt, both have been intercepted/' 
said he, ^* and, probably, by the same hand. Ought I to 
wonder at your coldness ? I must, indeed, have appeared 
to merit your deep displeasure. How have we both beeu 
deceived 1" 

A flood of light broke in on Emily's mind ;^the sup- 

tosed detected clandestine correspondence, alluded to by 
er uncle ; her mother's jealous, vigilance ; Burton's deep 
melancholy ; were all accounted for. She was now in 
the road to acquire more accurate information. Burton 
was relieved from the odium under which he had so long, 
aUd so undeservedly laboured ; and although the tiu-^'tite 
was disturbed by the announcement of dinner, ere he 
bad an opportunity of detailing all the contents of the sup- 
pressed correspondence, he failed not to acquaint her 
with details enough to re-instate himself in her favour, 
atid embolden him, ere he led the apartment, to snatch 
lier hand to his lips — a regale which, it is not improbable, 
had more relish for him, than all the more substantial lux- 
uries that awaited him in the dining-room. 



CHAPTER IX; 
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*» The crocodile with watVy eyeis, 
CTer man, aod ev'ry creature cries ; 
Then feeds, with pleasure, on his prey- 
So hypocrites their friencJs betray," 

\IK order to account for Burton's having enjoyed a 
tHt'CL'tHe with his fair enslaver, without interruption, it 
would be necessary only to mention that the coxswain 
had previously been summoned by his master, to form 
part of a tite-a-tete of another description, in the veteiaA'iS 
own room. 
Vol. n.-.7 
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SiDee the lieutenant had taken up his residence at fhl^ 
cottage, although a salute from the battery in the gardea 
had been duly fired on different anniversaries of celebrat- 
ed events ; yet, somehow or other, it had so happened, 
that owing to the accident of his guest, and partly to the 
pleasure the old gentleman derived from the constant so- 
ciety of his inteUigent young friend, no day had been ex- 
pressly set apart for festive entertainment at Camperdown. 
Crank, whose respect for old customs was little short of 
idolatry, became surprised at' first, and gradually began 
to feel alarmed at the consequences to his character 
amongst his neighbours, of this neglect to collect his 
friends round the hospitable board, on regularly prescrib- 
ed occasions. Encouraged by his own state of bealtb, 
which he now considered sufiiciently flattering to warrant 
him in making, as he termed it, ' a comfortable night of . 
it,' and the perfect recovery of his young friend, he had 
that morning come to the resolution to fix the fifth day of 
/.•L the month for regaUng his intimate friends at dinner, and 
initiate Burton in the jovial ceremony of a Jubilee, on 
the anniversary of the discovery of the Gunpowder Trea- 
son. 

The selections of the guests ; their seats according to 
rank ; the choices of viands ; and, above all, the dispo^ 
sition of the troops^ for so he always designated the 
wines, had been settled in solemn conclave, with almost 
as much gravity and ceremony as the election of a pope 
in that august assembly ; when the ringing of the gate- 
bell notified the approach of the medical man of the ^mi- 
)y, who immediately joined the captain. He had scarce- 
ly entered ^re he commenced his arduous attempt to re- 
deem the pledge he had given to that lady, who, in more 
senses than one, might be designated as bis mistress. 

*< Bless my soul !" said Senna, afiecting surprise, and 
assuming, as he approached his patron, an expression of 
anxious concern — " What's the matter ?--<lear me ! I 
couldn't think it possible the countenance could so sensi- 
bly alter in so short a period !" 

<' Egad ! I seem to astonish every one," said Crank, 
with a chuckle — ^< even Thomas, this morning, when 
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dressing me, remarked that he thought I was quite ano- 
ther man." 

" Another man, indeedy Sir," said Senna, gravely— 

'* You don't like to see it, I suppose," returned Crank, 
on observing Senna shake his head, and compress his 
lips with no little assumption of medical mystery — 

<< Indeed / don't, Sir I" deeply sighed Senna. 

<< Come, now, that's candid ---d-*d unlike your profes- 
sion — I like a man to be above board in every thing-— 
I'm sure you would't believe me, if I was to swear I pre- 
fer peace to war — for though they've shoved me on the 
shelf, I should be cursed sorry to see our men-o'war dis- 
mantled, and laid up in Rotten Row." 

As the latter pronounced the word Rotten, the doctor 
threw up the palms of his hands, and appearing to sigh 
deeplv, said — 

** Oh, Sir ! that phrase has brought an unhappy associ- 
ation of ideas into my mind." 

« What phrase ]" 

<^ No matter, Sir — we must endeavour to make the best 
of it —Permit me, pray, to feel the pulse." 

** Why, hang it, man, don't I tell you 1 never was bet- 
ter in my life ! — I sleep well, drink well, eat well, and 
now, begin to walk well - and what's more — in a great 
measure, I attribute this favourable turn in my health, 
to— (for you know I never mince matters — I'm always 
above board) to forgetting, for this last fortnight, to take 
your physic," — continued the veteran, with evident glee 
at having it in his power, thus jocularly, to hull (as he 
termed it) the doctor with a shot in return. 

" There it is, my good Sir : you've at once accounted 
for it all !" exclaimed Senna, with an air of triumph, i^ot 
unmingled with reproach.— r-'< How could you do such in* 
justice to yourself and fond family, as to neglect the alte- 
rative system, and decline the ur^e of the preventive drops? 
—Now, Sir, I entertain the most serious apprehensions, 
and the countenance hself clearly indicates it — ^that the 
paroxysm, which is approaching, as I perceive, will attack 
.you with redoubled fury " 

^f Well — you are cursedly positive, Senna., — ^Why, I 
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tell you, man, I have not been so well for the^ five 
years past !" 

" So much the worse ! — I'm sorry for it — ^the more 
danger is to be apprehended. — A period of good health,'' 
continued he, with monotonous emphasis,-—*' is frequently 
the — a precursor of some very dangerous malady." 

<< How the devil do you make that out?" said Cranki 
warmly, who appeared impenetrable to the apothecary's 
logic. 

'' Simply enough," quoth the doctor^ who appeared 
perfectly prepared for his subject. — *^ Now, for instance 
— as there's no better way of briefly illustrating the thing 
to a sea- faring man — " 

'< Sea-faring man!" interrupted the veteran, widft 
rising indignation — *< Naval officer, if yov please^ MkKfit 
Senna — '* 

*< Well,->-as I said, there is no better way of iUuaOlBt- 
ing the medical meaning — or rather apparently para- 
doxical— bless my soul, how the pupils of the eyes are 
dilated ! — apparently paradoxical — (I hope there's no 
determination of blood to the head) paradoxical, I was 
saying, transitions of this nature, than in this simple way 
— the great secret of science, you know, is to simplify 
solutions <- for instance, as a seaman (I beg youc pardon) 
—a naval Officer — " 

<' No offence, seaman's a name a man needn't be 
ashamed of; but no more of your sea-faring men, if yoa 
please." 

*' Well, then, as a seaman— you know, you are always 
prepared to expect a calm will be succeeded by a storm f^ 

" Why, sometimes, to be sure." 

<< This — a phenomenon with respect to animated pa- 
ture — is, I assure you, strictly applicable to the human 
frame. And though, my good Sir, your feelings inay 
flatter you into an erroneous supposition that you i^re in 
perfect health at this moment, believe me that, as in the 
instance of the marmer, there are always in such caseSi 
certain and iadubitable indications of approaching mis- 
chief, which present themselves to the medical eye, but 
which are quite lost to the common and unprofessional 
observer ; the sailor and the surgeon both see the worki 
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logs of animated and inanimate nature, through pro- 
fessioi^al optics, and a focus peculiarly their own." 

^* There's something in that, to be sure," said Crank, 
whose usual st^rdinetL^ now seemed to stagger before th^ 
formidable phrases of the man of science. An observer 
would have said that the captain already appeared a little 
sceptical of his own state of health. — " However, all 
I know," continued he, *< is, that so well I fancied my- 
self, that " 

** Merely fancy, depend on it, Sir," interrupted Sen- 
na. / 

** Wei!, God knows — perhaps so. I thought myself 
so well Uiese few days past, that, egad, I had serious 
notions of taking the parceling off my leg. You see," 
continued the veteran, holding up the limb for the apothe- 
cary's inspection, '' the swelling's all gone down.'' 

<^ Ah ! that, my dear friend, is what I most apprehend. 
I lament to say that's one of the worst symptoms of the 
case. I don't want to alarm you unnecessarily, but it 
proves a — indeed it's a confirmation strong as proofs of 
holy writ, as your intelligent sister would very properly 
say, that the treacherous disease is flying about through 
the system, and has only departed from the limb to lodge 
itself in some vital part of the frame. Perhaps your ap- 
petite is even improved ?" 

" Excellent !— d— n me, Sir, I can eat like a horse — 
devour bullock's liver, and saw-dust for sauce — aye, eat 
a jack-ass, and a hamper of greens." 

** Ah, there it is — just as I suspected. I always au* 
gur unfavourably, in all cases, of that species of un- 
natural craving of the stomach. Any swimming of 
the head? — any visual obstruction? — dizziness in the 
sight ?" 

" No, not the least." 

*« Humph, not yet — Ah I well — perhaps my palliatives 
— though precaution will, perhaps, be best — fbr, indeed, 
I fear now, medicine, afler your long neglect of my pre« 
scription, will be of little avail. We may, perhaps, check 
the severity of the fit." 

<< Why, by Greorge, Senna," exclauned Crank, with 
considerable warmth, jumping upon his legs, and struts 
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ting about the room with vigorous strides, as if to coi>' 
vince his despondent adviser how erroneous were bii^ ill- 
omened apprehensions — ** By George, you'll next waot 
to persuade me I am a dead man !" 

" Not yety I hope," 

liere, there was a mutual pause for some moments. 

" You say you sleep well ?'* resumed Senna. 

*< Like a ground tier butt, Sir — never start tack or sheet, 
till Thomas comes to call me in the morning ; and ^v 
know, some few weeks since, half the night long, I was 
tumbling and tossing about in my bed, like a collier ia a 
cross sea.'' 

'< Ah ! all confirm my suspicions. Believe me, my dear 
friend, that a — that apparent soundness of repose 4s quite 
artificial — an unnatural stupor — a sure forerunner (if not 
of approaching apoplexy itself) of a determination of blood 
to the head," 

^< Determination of blood! — d — n — n, it seems if yoa 
were determined I should have no blood left in any part of 
my body. If it's ^job you want, say so at once — and I'll 
endeavour to find you a patient to practise on^" 

** This excitement, captain — this positiveness on youx 
part, if you will only have the kindness to be patient, I 
shall prove to your satisfaction — " 

** Satisfaction, indeed I" interrupted the veteran — ** pret- 
ty satisfaction^ to persuade a man in good health that he's 
\vi danger of dropping down dead every minute." 

'< Just so ; and if you will only permit me, I'll convince 
you that there ace two descriptions of patients, that are 
harder to be dealt with than any other beings in the world* 
There are the hypochondriacal, for instance, who fancy 
themselves troubled with every disease i^ncidental to the 
human frame. Then, again, there are your pulmonary 
patients — people afflicted in the last stage of consumption, 
who, positively, at their last gasp — not that I mean^ my 
good 3ir, to insinuate that your lungs are at all touched." 
*^ Nq, I believe pot — I think if it came to hailing the 
main-top in a hurricane, we'd soon see whose lungs werii 
in the best kelter. / never wanted a trumpet-^whj, Siri 
in that heavy hurricane, that the Centaur foundered io-?-'^ 
<< P^rdpo the interruption. I assure you I doq't Qieodi 
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to assert that you have any tendency to phthisic — that is, 
-—any predisposition to pulmonary affection — I only wish 
to-— a — illustrate my position, by drawing a parallel with 
your preiien^i; or rather fast approachmg disorder, with 
that of those afflicted with that insidious disease. Why, 
Sir, IVe known a man, ten minutes before he breathed 
his last — departed-^as your amiable sister would say, 
from this sublunary world — grasp me affectionately by 
the hand, and assure me, that he hoped in a few days he 
ivould be able to mount his horse, and pay his first visit 
to me, his medical man, merely to return thanks in per- 
son, for what he was pleased to term my professional at- 
tention. . Well, Sir, he died, poor man, before I leA the 
bouse. This will suffice, I should think*— not that it is a 
very close parallel to your case — to convince you how 
Uttle are men aware of their proximity to danger in trea- 
cherous, and, give roe leave to add, diseases of a self-fiat* 
tering nature." 

" Well, but surely," said Crank, " you don?t meap to 
9ay, that mine is a case of this nature ?" 

<' Just FO— and one far more treacherous, than trou- 
blesome to the patient. — But, Sir, to convince you that I 
am not actuated by any sordid selfishness (and I am sure 
it could be only in joke that you just now hinted, a job 
was my object)— r" 

*< No, no, — nothing more than a joke," interrupted the 
veteran, " it's my way ,^— you know." 

<< Just so ; but to convince you of the sincerity of my 
motives — I am now about to propose, as the only chance 
J see to — to— in fact, save you in time — (for why should 
I blink the business to a man,*who tias met death in eve- 
ry shape) — to order you, immediately, for change of air 
— for you know, when physic fails, we have no other al- 
ternative— to one of our most celebrated watering places." 

" Watering places ! — what, leave the cottage ?" 

<< Yes, and proceed immediately to Cheltenham, and 
commence a regular course." 

Here Crank, with a face flaming with anger, broke 
away from him, and flourishing his right hand aloft, whilst 
tie hitched up his breeches waist-band with the other, h%, 
shotted aloud — 
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<^ I shall do no such thing, Sir-— pretty pass indeed, to 
begin and drench me now with salt-water, because I've 
not had enough of it in my day." 

The doctor was certainly not an original or first»rate 
actor ; but, hke other persons of his ciass, give him his 
cue, and he was an excellent second. A melancholy in- 
terest overshadowed his rubicund visage, as he pathetical- 
ly gazed on the veteran ; and the visual orbs were sufilis- 
ed with the briny test of qfftctinnate concern : whether 
the effect of the last pinch of snuff being taken by the 
eyes, instead of the nose, or of an onion concealed in the' 
sleeve of this treacherous crocodile, is lefl to the intelli- 
gent reader to determine. With that hiccup of grief, not 
unusual under strong emotion, the wily tragedian thus ex- 
postulated with the fViend he was labouring to deceive. 

"Well — my dear— friend — I— can only — only say — 
and — sorry I am — ," added he, extracting his white pock- 
et-handkerchief, — *^ the imminent urgency of your case 
compels mo to speak so explicitly — and — indeed alarm- 
ingly — 'tis the only chance remain — remaining for your 
life." 

Here his words were quite choked with well-dissem* 
bled sorrow, and the handkerchief duly applied to extract 
the far-famed^ Irish Blackguard' from his tearful eye. — - 
The painful smart being abated, he assumed more compo- 
sure — 

" As a professional man — 1 solemnly declare — I-^I 
— Affection— my dear friend — will unman, you see, the 
stoutest hearts," said Senna, sobbing. 

" Well ! well ! — I need no offier proof to assure me 
of your friendship — cheoi^ up — cheer up — I'll willingly 
do whateveryou desire —but pray, my good fellow, don't 
frighten the women about me — you needn't say, I'm as. 
had as I am. — Bless me !— rSure enough— there now I 
feel that — that dizziness in my eyes." 

<* Ah, Sir, it only surprk<es me," exclaimed the arch 
hypocrite, " you didn't perceive it before." 

The good hearted old fellow might, more properly, have 
attributed this sensation in the eyes to the overflowing of 
his gratitude, at finding his health the object of such deepi 
solicitude to his /riend. -^But he was doomed to be 
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lnipe«h . aud what simple spirit, like his, could have fared 
belter, when opposed to professional science, combined 
with woman's art? 

<<Well, don't frighten poor Emily, it 'ill break the 
child's heart — you'll promise you won't," said Crank, 
grasping Senna by the hand ; ^< say the trip will do us all 
good-^and tell — tell— poor Burton, you know we can 
drop birn^ near his home." 
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CHAPTER X. 

■ 

^y DIPLOMACY DEFEATED. 

&•— 

Alt men's mtrigues and projects tend. 

By SL'V*ral courses, to one end ; 

To roinpass. by the prop*re8t shows. 

Whatever their designs propose; 

And that wt>fch owns the fairest pretext 

Is oftep found the indirect'st 

Craxk, who was a creature altogether of first im** 
pressions, and, under all circumstances, made it a rule to 
go strai<;ht to work, betook himself at the conclusion of 
this colloquy, to his own chamber, where he passed the 
remainder of the afternoon in privacy- 

What was the motive for his thus absenting himself, 
contrary to his customT^lil^ there were visitors at tho 
cottage, may be, perhaps, imperfectly surmised from the 
(lurried manner in which he thrust intr^is scrutaire a bun* 
die of papers, an account- book, and a sheet of paper, 
scrawled over with calculations from oneeno to the other. 

It may therefbre he inferred, that the intimation giv^n 
by his medical fViend had not been lost on him : and. that 
although he, like others in his situation, shared in thatunac- 
countable disinclination to make a prospective distribution 
of his property, in the contemplation of an event, which 
He now imagined probable ; yet he had not failed to em- 
ploy this interval, in examining into the sWe of hfijifir 
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come, and classifying his papers, in order to facilitate the 
task of making his will, whenever that important arrange- 
ment ahould be rendered absolutely necessary. 

Whilst the veteran had been tliU'3 silently occupied in 
these suitable and peaceable pursuits, the doctor, as had 
been preconcerted, sought out, and found, the grand mover 
of this scheme of crooked policy ; who was endeavour* 
ing to keep herself warm, by perambulating the gronods 
at some distance from the houi^e »She had chosen this 
place, as appropriate for their secret communicatioo ; as 
well because it was remote, and out of ear-shot, as that 
it had been her oustoni, frequently before, to repair to tbii 
spot with her present companion, to extract from him oral 
lessons on the practical part of botanical science. There 
was therefore little reason to apprehend that any snspt- 
cion would be excited, as to the real subject of their pii- 
vate conference. 

As she observed him approaching, she retreated stiB 
further into the shrubbery, where an mtervening hedge of 
laurel completely screened her from observation, through 
any of the windows of the cottage. Hither the portly 
professor of medicine followed ; swelling with all the iili> 

Eortance of a man, who thinks he has reason to congratil* 
Lte hmself, on the iiappy completion of a task which has 
put all his talents to tht* test. But it seems to be doom- 
ed by destiny, ttmt in matters of a complicated nature, 
our most zealous end('avo,urs are not always attended with 
success. It was reserved for Senna to feel ^ia truism 
in all its bittern«ss ; — tor, after takinjj his lady-love by the 
hand, and preluding his i^e, with a Nourishing descant on 
the difficulties he had had to surmount, and the important 
services which he trusted he had rendered her, he coik 
tinued to narrate^ with much pomp and self-complacency, 
the arguments used m his expostulation with the veteran* 
Gradually warming with his suhject, as a man naturally 
does, in detailing a transaction in which he has figured as 
the prominent actor ; he iailed not to anticipate a com* 
plete triumph in windinir up the conclusion, and laid an 
unhappy emphasis on the la:<^t sentence which escaped the 
veteran upon ttmt occasion. The vv(»rds, ** we can drop 
bim near bis home,'' had scarcely fallen from his lipS) 
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ere she violently withdrew her hand, and removing herself 
to a distance, continued to scowl on him with an eye that 
could fbll well pourtray the mingled emotions of terror 
and rage, which filled her breast. 

'* Are these the weighty obligations— -f/tese the impor* 
tant services yoti have rendered me ?" Here all the doc- 
topB self-complacency abandoned him ; and he stood be* 
wildered, with unfeigned astonishment^ whilst she conti- 
nued — 

•* Tou have only rendered things worse by your inter- 
ference : had you been mine enemy, and planned them 
with malicious ingenuity, you could not more successfully i^. 
haveJ oe ee ived the means of defeating all my wishes !'* '" ^•^^■ 

Senna, who was as yet unconscious of any act of trea- 
chery, or want of zeal, in his difficult mission, appeared 
astoanded by this tone of extravagant vituperation, and 
was incapable of reply for some moments^ 

In answer, as it were, to the stupid stare of astonish- 
ment, which pervaded his features, the lady continued — 

<< Is it possible you can be such an idiot as not to per- 
ceive the incalculable mischief you have done me 1" 

<* Upon my word, Madam," said the doctor, drawing 
up with dignity — *< your conduct so much astonishes me, 
that I am at a loss to find terms to characterize so unpa- 
ralleled a piece of ingratitude on your part.'* 

*< Say, rather, such a piece of baseness dn your's," an- 
grily retorted the dame. 

<^ If there be baseness, Madam, in the transaction, it . 
rests with yourself; the project did not originate with me; 
and, as far as Fm concerned, you have no reason to com- 
plain." 

" I've every reason, Sir — your bungling has undone 
me.'' . 

" Budgling !" indignantly retorted the doctor, " what 
do you mean? — I pronounce it a masterpiece ! — What, do 
you think there was no professional talent— tact — and 
give me leave. Madam, to had delicacy^ requisite to ac- 
complish a task which I foresaw would be so difficult, 
and which I had so many personal reasons to decline 1" 

" Would to Heaven, I had declined your assistance." 

" Recollect, Madam, I never offered it— you expressly 
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anJ esraestly implured it. But what, in God'^ name, 
the drift of all tins— iv here's the mischier done — or wh 
ir there be any, is to blamel" 

" Why, yourself," replied the matroD. — " What obji 
had I in view, when 1 solicited your aaaisionce to persui 
my brother that change of air was necessary for i 
health ? — Was it not to send that parvtnve about his 1 
ainess, and break up acoaiiexion so dangerous to am B 
my daughter's interests. But you have entailed him 
us as a companion on the Journey ; and, what is infimti 
worse, proposed ihat we should go down to his own coi 
try, and amongst his own rolaltvcs ; who, with all 
boasting, are, no doubt, beggars like himaelf — Whj I 
have ordered him to Bath ?" 

" I acted, Madam, on your own BuggestioQ — Batb, 
Cheltenham, seemed indifferent lo you. I never In 
the young man was from Cheltenham. But this is c 
of the consequences of all crooked policy ; and I w 
from my heart 1 had never undertaken the thankless e 
difficult taak of porHuading a man, in a renovated bI: 
of health, that his life was in imminent danger, and t! 
nothing but flight could save him : when 1 knew in i 
heart that he had belter have remained at his own fi 
ade, particularly at this period of the year. — I have bt 
deservedly punished for my imprudence," 

The vehemence of the doctor had overcome hjrn, i 
he now paused for breath. He had, however, shot 
bolt ; and his wily antagonist had lime to recollect 1 
interests, and forget her resentment. 

" What is done, cannot be undone," resumed the fi 
casuist, with affected composure — " we must endoavo 
to repair Ihe mischief, and avail ourselves of that la 
talent, and delicacy, you seem to pique yourself upon, 
persuade him to alter his destination. — Suppose you wi 
lo suggest Bath ?" 

The doctor perceived that, in delicate conjunctures 
this nature, he was no match for the female dinlomati 
— Besides, he was determined (o profit by his late exp 
rience, and retreat in time. — It was easy to perceive ah 
ifom liie ollered lone of the iady, that she was well a\n 
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of the difficulties of a secoDd attempt to practise on the 
oU man's credulity. 

Semm, however, was resolved to escape the snare, so 
artfidly laid for him. — He called in his feelinss, if such 
they might be called, to his aid ; and protested, he never 
again could be induced to abuse the confidence of his 
worthy friend, whose implicit reltance, and affectionate 
manner in their late mterview, had positively (for he 
^ owned the soft impeachment" with some confusion) 
drawn tears from his eyes — 

*[ Your eyes !" exclaimed Mrs. Crank, turning up her 
QWUf-"^ impossible !" 

<< Impossible^ or not, Uadam! I've had enough of 
laterfiHiogin these delicate matters with people who do 
not know their own minds — not to say any thing of the 
ingratitttde of—" 

<< Does the doctor. Ma'am, dine here to-day?" bawled 
out Tiller, firom behind the hedge. 

^ TeS)" teplied bis mistress, who was evidently sur- 
prised mto this invitation through alarm, at imagining that 
they had been overheard* 

Considering the agreable naturb of their tiU'd^die, it 
may be imagined this invitation par necetsii^j was accept- 
ed nearly in the same spirit of cordiality that cbiuracterised 
the acquiescence of the discarded favourite Wokey in 
his royal master's command; when the King, aftef hand- 
ing the ast«mished cardinal the appalling proofs of hie 
treason and ingratitude, sarcastically invites him to their 
pumsal— 

" and theA to breali[&8t,-— with 
"What appetite you mey/' 
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CHAPTER XI, 
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It ia one of ihe rules of the drama, ihal the plot 
counterplot should, in all welt-constructetl pieces, procH 
simuilanoously together ; aod it will be perceived thai, I 
this iDstance, (fact throughout being our basis,) tbe « 
currences themselvca corroborate the opinion of I' 

In canforraily with tbe opinion that the action i 
never lo be permitted to staud Blill, the eclaircissemfintfl 
ibe lover had taken place, pending the explosion of n .' 
to defeat all his hopes and happiness. Nor was be dad 
lined to sufTer singly : the shaft which was aimed nL^ 
breast recoiled on the wily orcheress ; and she aire 
perceived that her project had been foiled by Ihe ^ 
means she had adopted to ensure her success. 

Immediately al\er Tiller had announced to the c 
that dinner was ready, the old man took his niece aaid 
and acquainted her with hia intention of repairing I 
Cheltenham. To this measure he tvas prompted from ■ 
apprehension (bat Senna (not withstanding the strict injuoi 
tiODS laid on him lo the contrary) might incautiously alan 
hi5 niece by Ihe mode of communicating thi»intelltgena| 

Crank, whose delicacy formed no striking feature of III 

character ; not that he was at all destitute of feeling, but 
that be was above assuming it ; had scarcely im[iarled 
bis project, ere her mother and ihe doctor sal down tr 
dinner. Enough had thus been communicated to a 
without satisfying the curiosity of Emily ; but it 
name of Cheltenham conveyed so many agreeable ecbqj 
of pleasure and presumed graliticatioQ, that she felt V 
little solicitous to inquire into his motive!. 
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From the transactions detailed in a former chapter, the 
reader may imagine that certain parties at table felt 
themselves but ill at ease ; and though desirous of touch- 
ins on the subject of the morning's discussion, each was 
indisposed to broach it, lest they might precipitately betray 
their motives or the part they had taken. 

Emily^ who had no reason, in this instance, for conceal- 
ment, and who now seemed to be'on the best possible un- 
derstanding with Burton, was the first to communicate the 
intelligence of the proposed trip ; and with an ease and 
artleesness of manner addressed the lieutenant, 

<* What think you of our intended trip ? Uncle proposes 
immediately setting off for Cheltenham !" 

** Cheltenham, child ! what possesses you to imagine so 1" 
odignantly exclaimed her mother. 

<'Here, ma, is my authority," said Emily, putting her. 
hand familiarly on her uncle's shoulder. 

^ Tee— True bill," cried Crank ; <' I think 'twill do us 
niU good : and, indeed, sister, I don't think you're altoge- 
ther what you should be. What say you. Senna?" 

The doctor, from the specimen he already had of Mrs* 
Crank's vituperative talents, was not disposed again to 
eome into collison in that quarter, he therefore cautiously 
l>ouched his reply in general terms. 

** Wh — y a change of air, at particular periods of the 
year, is desirable even to people in health," said he, ex- 
changing intelligent glances with Crank. 

^ Change of air !" said the matron, affecting surprise, 
<' it appears to be a very sudden change indeed ! But I 
hope it is only a flight of fancy." 

?* No, my dear — I'm not that way given — matter o' 
fact ! Thomas, hav'n't you received order to pack up my 
traps r' 

<* Tes, Sir ; befbre eight bells to-night," said Thomas, 
'* I shall have every thing stowed under hatches, and rea- 
dy for starting at day-tight, if you like." » 

^' Well !" said Airs. Crank, maintaining, with unalter- 
ed face, her affected surprise at that which she knew was 
the result of her own machinations ; '< it does elfike me 
to he very extraordinary that neither my wishes nor qay 
convenience i^e to b^ coQsultefl ; but if it be necessary 
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to mske an excureion Tor health's sake, we might eiui 
\y have selected a less diseipaled place than Gheltei 
ham." 

" Excuse me, Madam," said Burlon, *' tew are betM 
Boquainted with the place than I ; and 1 must say, du 
I consider il a place peculiarly adapted to your habits id 
turn of thioking. There is do town in England incM 
celebrated for the proimitioo of religious objects ; aai. 
is proverbial for missionary meetings." 

Crank, as might naturally be expected, here see) 
ed suddenly to alter his tone, and observed with heaij 
tton^ 

'■ Do you know— doctor, I begin to— suspect,'' niAa 
his chin, " I sha'n't like the place." 

Senna thought so too, but prudently held his langt 
There was now an important move on the board ; Pb 
lidore himself might have felt it necessary to hesitol 
The nialron was an expert tactician at the game. S 
had, to speak technically, recourse to her ' knight,' W 
gallantly spurred on his steed to her defence, and ' cb 
ped* a pair of breeches' on her adversary, thus endl 
vouring to render nugatory a move so decisive, by inqa 
lag, with a noa-chaUnct strongly in contrast with ( 
glance she cast at Senna — 

" Is there no other air, or waters, which ^u, docb 
would recommend, as equally salubrious t" 

A waiting maid of the commonest capacity might faM 
detected what was passing in Senna's mind at this it 
menl. 

It is remarkable, that this wa? the first instance, eilhw 
before or since the deluge, where the game of cheaa was 
separately contested by three independent parties. The 
man of science was satisfied it wh^ ui htti power to che<d> 
mate the ^uten. But his mind misgave him, tlie 
doing so, Me might lose a lower of strength at the b 
and as a itale male was in his mind the grand dcsi 

' AdecisiFRDioFH nt ehm.tvliich iliiultirlj impossible for ui 
ioii, not deeply tethiI in Ibis Atialic, hi(bl]' srieniiOr, anil, at n 
lauglit 10 bplieve by Ihe literali o( Chlait. witediliiviaii pint, lo co 
*" " ' '")« eilnnt anil aptitude of this glluiion* 
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tuMf and always uppermost in his thoughts, he looked 
wistfally to his principal for instruction. 

It was given at a glance, by the matron's dark eye ; 
which, it has been already observed, was capable of con- 
Teying with the rapidity oif lightning, every varied expres* 
fioo* "» 

Doubtless," said Senna, taking the cue : << Bath would 
be preferable in point of health ; if the ladies could be 
indoced to forego the amusements of Cheltenham." 

*< Forego!" said Mrs. Crank, with great animation, 
" certainly." 

<< Bath !" exclaimed Burton, almost in the breath — 
^' the stupidest place on the face of the globe." 

<< So I have always understood," said Emily, whose 
mind was already made up, for reasons which may be 
shrewdly conjectured. 

<( Oh yes," continued Burton, << it's the most tea-drink- 
ing, gossiping, slanderous spot in his majesty's domi- 
nions. Then, as for occupation, except you consent to 
be chiseled out of your money by day at billiards, for the 
amusement of the men ; and by night, at cards, for the 
benefit of snuffy old tabbies, you might as well be in your 
bed, as venture your nose in public." 

Crank, who had now, for the second time since the 
removal of the cloth, slily slipped the two fore-fingers of 
his right hand up his left cuff to note the vibrations of 
life's pendulum, and had already prophetically augured its 
approximating cessation; looked despondingly in his 
young friend's face, and faintly reiterated — 

*< I don't think, my dear friend, I shall like thai place." 

<' Like it ! — impossible Sir," said his informant, who 
liad his own reasons for thus disparaging a place, of 
which he knew little, but by public report. Detraction, 
is however, fluent — " You, Sir, could never bear the for- 
mality, and insipid monotony of such a hfe, which con- 
sists in a stupid promenade in the pump-room, where 
you see constantly the same emaciated faces : or in once 
or twice a week being jolted by a pair of Christian ponies'*' 

* Our ill-QEed Hibernian brethren, who seem, like the Helotes o( old, 
(JeMiiied to every degrading dut;r — sedan-chairmen, paviors and hod-men. 

8* 
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10 a chair to the rooms, only to be expelled from thenoe, 
just as you have got a pleasant partner ia the dance, aai 
begin, as the saying is, to warm to your work — and 
why ?^— 4Mcause it is the rule to close at eleven." 

<< Well, I'm sure," said Bmily, with shnple earnest- 
ness, << /should nqt lil^o that place." 

The doctor her^ warmly entered into a defence of re- 
gulations, which he contended were rendered, indispenssr 
ble in a place like Bath; where regularity, and eaily 
hours were essentially necessary, in consequence of the 
delicate health of most of its visitors. 

'< That's the very reason," said Crank, << I shouldn't 
like to go there. Why, Sir, I should positively fancy my- 
self at Haslar."* 

The young officer's strictures were so many daggers t^ 
Mrs. Crank ; who finding the tide set in so strong agmnat 
her inclinations, wisely determined that it would be im- 
prudent to run the risk of defeat. 

Unconscious of the mischief he was making, and its 
prejudicial consequences to himself, Burton^ h^ustened to 
place, in lively contrast, the attractions of Cheltenham. 

<< No parallel can possibly be drawn between the two 
places, which difier as much in the nature of their amuse- 
ments, as in the features of the country around them. 
Nothing can be more enchanting than the scenery in the 
neighbourhood of Cheltenham ; and the Malvern hills, so 
celebrated for the salubrity of the air, rival in beauty the 
fabled regions of enchantment." • 

'' You appear quite poetical, Mr. Burton," observedthc 
lady of the house ; '* it is natural, therefore, to expect 
poets deal most successfully in fiction." 

" Though I protest," answered he, " against your in- 
ference as to the charge of fiction ; I confess there is 
food for poetry in the situation, the amusements, and the 
society of Cheltenham." 

'' A plague take the poetry of the place — what sort oi' 
people are you to meet 1 — that's my maxim." 

" Oh, Sir, you may be assured you will not want for 
variety," replied the lieutenant ; ** the society is constant- 

* The celcbrateLi Xaval Flospilal at Porlsmoulb. 
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Ijf fluctuating^ and it is composed of all classes, from the 
peer of parliament to patients of4he plebeian order." 

<* Well, that^s something — variety's charming, they 
say." 

<< But independently of its «oi»ety," continued the lieu- 
tenant, '< the arrangements are admirably suited to the 
convenience of patients and vimtors — ^you may sit in the 
open air, in the sun or the shade, as suits the season. — 
In the walks, and before the libraries, seats are conveni- 
ently disposed, so as to afford the in^id an opportunity 
of viewing the fashionables in the promenade, or admir- 
ing the handsome equipages in the street. Here you are 
sure to meet with men from all quarters of the globe ; 
amongst whom you cannot fail to recognize many old ac* 
quaintancesi^ 

" Well, my mind's made up," said Crank,'* if I must 
try the waters — Cheltenham's the place." 

The dye was cast ; and as Mrs. Crank well knew tho 
sturdy disposition she had to deal with, she felt it unad- 
viseable to attempt to alter his resolve ; unsupported, as 
she knew she must be, by her powerful auxiliary Senna. 
That gentleman's determination to preserve his consis- 
tency, failed not to be considered by her aii an act of 
base desertion; and as is always the case, where a com- 
plaisant friend has swerved from the strict path of truth to 
a certain extent, and on reflection stops short in his career ; 
or hesitates to commit a fresh outrage against his own 
character ; such an indisposition to gratify the feelings, 
or support the interest of his ally, is certain to be de- 
nounced as an infraction of the league offensive and defen- 
sive. Thus quickly had poor Senna (though himself 
scarcely conscious of it) fallen from his high estate, as the 
confidential friend of his fair mistress. Already an object 
of her concealed scorn, she, with her usual penetrationi 
foresaw that though she might still avail herself of his 
hollow freindship, it might very shortly be necessary to 
treat him as an open enemy. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

iPPOINTMENT AND DISAPPOINTMENT^ 

Fortune ber pfli irwy vsrioasly dispose. 
And these be happy call*d, uohapp;^ those ; 
But Heaveii*8 just balance equal will appear. 
Whilst tlK)9e are placed in hope, and th€«e id fear : 
Not present good or ill, the joy or cursQ ; 
Bqt future views of better, or of worsc> 

Pops. 

iNOEPCNDENTLr of the matron's severer ^scrupleB, tbe 
commodore had some vulgar notions of decorum ; and 
was not sufficiently fashionable to prefer tri^veUing oo a 
Sunday ; even had there been no pepahy, in tho way of 
double tol]<?y imposed on this irreligious assumption of pa^ 
trician pride. ^. 

Monday morning being fixc(nHfe their departure, tbe 
work of preparation was not compk^ilt^ in tinie to permit 
Mrs. Crank and her daughter to fonft part of the congre- 
gation of Zerubbabel Chapel. 

It was now mid day, and there was ^ quiet repose 
throughout the whole dwelling, similar to that, which per- 
haps the reader has oflen witnessed, during the noontide 
hours, in a country house. 

Mrs. Crank was in her own room, assorting pious tracts, 
which she had received per waggon ; for they were bought, 
for economy's sake, by the thousand ; and came down io 
hales. Their titles were as sententious an^ captivating 
to simple eyes, as their object was undisguised : for. 
throughout them all might be detected the overweening 
intentioli to withdraw the lower order from their due alle- 
giance to the church service ; and swell the congregations 
of the * FaitkfuV in the neiglibouring meeting houses;. of 
which there were not a few. 

Emily, although no particular votary of quietude, had 
retired also ; and was a noiseless inmate of the cottage. 
She was not unpleasingly, or unprofitably occupied itx 
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reflecting on reflections, which are always sore to afibrd 
gratification. The practical part of the science of optics 
was, just then, her study. — ^In fact, she was engaged at 
her looking-glass. 

The female domestics, too, were quietly busied, like 
jealous alchemists, in the culinary laboratory, consulting 
the peptic precepts of those appropriate professors of 
gastronomy — Mrs. Glass or Mrs. RaiSeld ; for it was not 
until a considerable part of the nineteenth century had 
transpired, that the peptic art rose in public estimation to 
the dignity of a science ; and tl^e triumph of male over 
female genius was completed, by that innovating blow^ 
which levelled for ever the ancient empire of cooks in 
their kitchen, through a Kitchbnbr. 

OldTiller never had been nice in religious observan- 
GOB. Indeed he was generally perceived in a greater 
busUe than usual on this day of the week.-*— Though no 
rival of the village ' vocalist, he closely followed the ex- 
aniple of the parish clerk in opening his tuneful throat 
only on Sunday. They, however, differed in tastes : the 
the sailor was not skilled in psalmody ; he, therefore, had 
the bad taste to reject the venerable version of Stemhold 
and Hopkins,* for the classic page of Dibdin — the poet 
hureate of the deep. 

Musing, as a man in love so often is wont, over a book 
which he held open in his hand, though sealed to the 
sense, Burton's ears were assailed by the harsh tones of 
the veteran's factotum^ with a running accompanied on- 
that least musical of all instruments, the knife-board ; 
over whose gritty surface Tiller whisked his knives and 
forks to the tune of a well-known distich, which, as taken 
from atxe old fellow's lips, ran thus f 



* '* Stemhold and Hopkins bad mat qualms, 
"Wheo they translated David's Bsalms, 

To make the heart full ^}ad ; 
Pat bad it been poor David's &te, 
To hear Tom sing, and them translate, 

*Crad it bad driven him mad-** ' •: 

Epigram on a Parish Clerks by Vu 
Earlof RothuUr. 
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** Yoa*re t hazing for your 



Burton pricked up his oars — ^he knew the predilectioni 
Tom felt in common with his master for the old school } 
and their unmitigated contempt for the innovations of mo- 
dem mariners. — His curiosity therefore increased^ wluM 
the vocalitft resumed— 

** But yoar Kamaii tbej be &r — ^** 

The rest of the verse was not audible.-^The lieute- 
nant was now fully convinced that Tom's muse was ia t 
spiteful mood : he therefore raised the window, which 
enabled him to hear distinctly the whole verse ; it appear*! 
ed to be but the refrain or burden of a sea-song. 

*' You*rf 1 haxing for jour seamen. 
But Toar teamen they be- far, 
ViOiir ships will Qe*er be mann*d again, 
As they was a-mann*d last war ;*' 

repeating the last line with emphasis ; and upsetting (he 
knife-board with a choral crash. 

Burton burst into an immoderate fit of laughter, at this 
sally, obviously meant for himself; or intended as so 
atonement to the injured reput^tiop and honour pf Tom's 
old companion in arms. For the truth must not be con- 
cealed ; he always considered their heroisip iropdachei 
and calumniated, by the enthusiastic encomiums he bad 
hpard lavished by Burton on tars of the present day — 

" Why so, Tiller V said the lieutenant aloud.— <* Why 
not manned as well as ever ?" 

'' Why^ Sir ? bekase you hav'n't got the mtn — there's 
scarce a tar with a tail now in the sarvis.''* 

The window was closed immediately, as if the person 
addressed had heard enough. — The old sailor chuckled 
to think his artillery had not been thrown away, and mut- 
tering to himself, 

* In the Revolutionary w^r, a tar in the service without a tail, would 
be considered as great an anomaly, as a Pacha in Turkey now without a 

couple. 



.^ 
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^< Let bim put that in his pipe and smoke it," with 
Evident glee resumed his occupation to the same tune — 

The employment of the ladies, for the mornings being 
completed, Mrs. Crank's parcels and tracts ticketted, and 
addressed to their several destinations ; the choice of ball 
and morning dresses, in which Emily and her mother were 
to appear, during their stay at Cheltenham being decided 
OD, w;ith the advice and assistance of the sage Martha, 
who carefully deposited them in the travelling imperial : 
the family party re-appeared in the drawing-room. 

During the days of Burton's convalescence, subse- 

Juently to bis accident, he had endeavoured to escape 
om ^at enntii, which might have been easily dissipated 
by less restricted conversation and intercourse, in perus- 
ing, with avidity, the new productions, which were regu- 
lariy forwarded to the ladies from a neighbouring library, 
asfaoon almost as published. — In his occasional criticisms 
or commendation of the authors, both mother and daugh- 
ter were compelled to admit his good taste, and ouen 
adopt his decision. From being, at first, a critic merely 
for his own amusement, he soon established himself in 
the generally unenviable post of reader, during the leisure 
hours of the ladies; and by degrees, the reserve of Emily 
so far had yielded to the assiduities of her adniurer, that 
she now often sat down to givcf wings to time, by the 
exercise of her musical talents, in return for this condes- 
cension. And it may be easily conceived that, on such 
occasions, she never failed to draw forth, from at least 
one individual, abundant testimonies of his unfeigned ap- 
probation. 

Conformably with the scruples of her mother, music 
was allowed to make no part of the amusements of the 
Sabbath day : although the veteran who fully participated 
in the pleasure derived from his favourite's skill and exe- 
cution, did not give up the point without a struggle ; and 
Emily had o&red to compromise with her mother's 
conscience, by performing only selections from Handel, 
and other composers of sacred music : whilst Burton^ 
who more especially felt the privation, attempted, on one 
of these occasions, to repress this instance on the part of 
the matron of " zeal without knowledge," (a phrase bor- 
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rowed, by tUo bye, from that scriptural lady's lipe,) by 
citing the case of the greater liberality of Bsnlimant 
evinced on this subject, by the most strictly religious mu 
in these dominions, — bis Majesty, King Geoi^e the ThM 
liimself ; who permitted his own band to perform ereiy 
Sunday evening on Windsor Terrace ; and failed boI 
himself to participate, on almost all these occasiona, jO 
the innocent gratifications of his happy subjects.* "~ 

Nothing is so contagious as habit ; and perhaps 
most orthodox man in Christendom, if he lived li 
enough amongst professors of the Turkish persuasi 
migbt feci it ditiicull to refrain from embracing Mtihonw 
danism. In conformity with thjs propensity in human 
nalore to become a convert to doctrines reitcratedly, Uid 
constantly inculcated, Burton, for tbe last two SundoySt 
in order to preserve in some measure appearances, bad 
" followed the motions of tbe female flag," for sucb vm 
the nautical phrase used in explaining the motives of btt 
conduct to the veteran; and selected a volume of that 
celebrated theologian and philosopher, Mr. Pnley, forllii 
perusal. This change in the subject of bia studies, 
it may, however, be as well here to confess, wuin 
part compulsalory. For, in her zeal for the ediiicatini 
of her family, and the profitable occupation of this day, 
it was ber uniform practice to secure, under loclt and 
Icey, all books but those of a religious character : just 
ing the privation by a remark, that however valuable 
advantages of worldly wisdom, the acquirement of 
of a still higher order, should, at least once in tbe wi 
be tlie pursuit of all persons anxious to " redeem the 
because tbe days are evil." Nor was it extraordi 
that he should make this, or yet greater sacrifice, to 

• ^V« aiKiwct Mi. Burlon, inlhiBiaatanrf, pluiadlfaiiuiDlfofi a ten 
wfaich, in slricirKaa. baloug* lo ■ number of another proTeHkin. — 
Ihe practiijc iq ISIO, to pcrinJI a mililac}' hand la pliy etch Suu^By « 

on u>e OowDt ai CIIRdd, for the giaClScatkiu of ib« good pBCipl* at Bi 

—A gentleman of that profeiBion, which cntitlei Mm lo iHlaibnittM 
dniulicBl diicipluu, rononitraled niih lbs comtnsDdlng oflwerona 
station, and dctiDiiDccd the practics bi irreligiouB and uoKemlr. — If 

KecEdonlorHiiMai«iIywBB quoted bj thee>aii(ii olEoar, Cwc UelM 
^r GsMcal Wards.) BCciniipani«l by the Kmark— " thalnoMoril 
Uwe«ji'( Hil^«ct> could be ler) br nroDg, nbilit ibilovii^ *s «i~ 
■ndploui tn tiQDiple." 
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itiate so powerful an adversary, as he felt Mrs. Crank 
light prove, virere she able to add to the list of his other 
isqualifications as a husband for her daughter — a disre* 
ard for religion. Whether this mode of attempting to 
pd favour in her eye, originated in himself, or the kind 
nggestion of another, the reader, who is aware of what 
larton wad not, will p^ceive it was adopted too late. 

In compliance with the wishes of Mrs. Crank, Burton 
ffkB exercising iiis lungs in reading aloud, from the page 
f her hebdomadal favourite^ Paley, and had just conclude 
d that dispiriting reflection on ill-assorted marriages — 

^ Love is neither general, nor durable ; and whiere 
lat is wanting, no lessons of duty, no deHcacy of senti- 
lentj will go' half so far with the generality of mankind, 
ad womankind, as this one intelligible reflection, that 
ley must each make the best of their bargain — " 
rhen Tiller opened the door, and handed a letter to his 
laster^ whOj as usual, was occupied with his telescope 
1 examining the build, trim, character, and nature of 
iVery vessel that hove in sight 

<* Who the devil can this be from?" said Crank, break- 
ig the seal, and, at^ the same time, interrupting, rather 
nceremoniously, this startling descant on connubial fe- 
city. Then beginning his perusal of the letter, at the 
ut word^ which men of business generally do, as if to 
nticipate its contents, by ascertaining who is the writer, 
le exclaimed — 

" Staunch — Staunch ! Stephen Staunch — how's this 1" 

'* Why, hang it," said Burton, forgetting his part, and 
bucking Paley and his philosophy from him — " that's 
ay captain, Sir." 

" Then I suppose it's all about you," said Crank, who 
legan reading the letter to himself, which he accompanied 
ly an occasional exclamation — 

" Aye aye— just as I thought — very handsome — come, 
burton, you'll have to put hlsr head the other way." 

At this expression, the searching eye of the devout 
lame sought in her daughter's face an explanation of this 
lingular allusion : unconscious of the mother's glance, 
Emily's eye was fixed on her uncle> and betrayed neither 

Vol. IL— 9 
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emotioDy or change of feature, other than that of indefinite 
curiosity. 

*< Right enough ! — follower for ever," said Crank, wiA 
emphasis, still reading. 

<< Follow who ? I don't understand you," interrupted 
Mrs. Crank. 

Crank, who at any time had an objection to this sort of 
interrogatory, did not deign to reply, but muttered on— — 

'^ Better than a stranger — hate new faces — sorry yoa 
should lose your commission, young man." 

^* Lose my commissiotf. Sir ? What for V^ exclaimed 
the lieutenant, with warmth, and committing an inrohio- 
tary act of unpoliteness, by ' cranetng^* as it is termed in 
bunting, over the old man's shoulder, in order to satisfy 
his curiosity. 

<< But here, my dear fellow, take and read for yourself^'' 
said Crank, raising his head, which came violently in cos- 
tact with Burton's left eye : punishing the one, for the 
breach of the rules of good breedmg, and reminding tiM 
other of his imaginary ailments. 

<* There now !" said the captain, '< I shall have that 
cursed dizziness in the head worse than ever." 

Afler apologizing for his awkwardness. Burton left 
him leisure to ruminate on his symptoms ; and ho was 
observed hypochondriacally consulting his pulse, whibt 
Burton read to himself as follows : — 

*' Ilamoaze, November 36. 

" Dear Sir, 

<< No doubt you will be surprised by the receipt of this ; 
but having written to our young friend, my seco'nd lieu- 
tenant, at his agent's, and at his friends in Glo'stersbire, 
both of which letters remain unanswered ; it suggested 
itself to me, that, probably in his rambles on shore, he 
might have paid his respects to a family, for which he en- 
tertains so much esteem ; and from which he has receiv- 
ed so many marks of polite and kind attention* 

<< The newspapers will, ere this, have apprised yoa of 
the loss of our Brig-— I am happy to inform you of my 
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Bpp&ntment, together with my officers and crew, to ano- 
ther, which the Admiralty have thought proper to name 
the Spitfire. She has been some time commissioned, and 
is almost ready for sea. 

. ^* Unless Burton makes his appearance, he is sare to 
be superseded, which, independent of the very sincere re- 
gard I have for him, would he highly prejudicial to his 
professional interest ; more especially as we are appoint- 
ed to a very fine vessel, and promised by the port admi* 
ral a most advantageous cruising ground. So that, 1 can 
assure you, I expect to put something handsome in pocket 
this trip. 

*' As an old follower of mine, I should bo very sonry 
he should be excluded from these fortunate prospects ; 
and you cannot do me a greater favour than by comnni- 
nicatiog this agreeable intelligence to him, should he cross 
your hawse — I trust, it is unnecessary to impress more 
fully on his mind, the necessity of his making the utmost 
jdispatch, to prevent accidents. — In fact, in the weekly ac- 
count^ I have already made a false return, in order to keep 
a vacancy for one, of whose value I am perfectly sensi- 
We. 

*^ With best regards to the ladies, 

^< Believe roe, dear Sir, 
" Your's truly, 
*' Stephen Staunch^ 

^« To Captain Crank, H JV. 

The perusal of this letter, at any other time, would have 
produced very different effects from those which he expe- 
rienced in this instance — He might have felt angry with 
himself, at the risk he had so heedlessly run, or felt de- 
lighted, at the prospect of renewed activity ; but such, it 
must be confesspd, were not his present feelings.r^-The 
late explanation he had had with Emily, which encouraged 
him to imagine his most sanguine expectations, might, ere 
long, be realized ; and the prospect of improving his 
chances of succ0sS| by the opportunities which would be 
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afibrded him in thq journey down lo {liaown coffntij, 
were motives almost /Sufficiently powerful to make bim 
fling His Majesty's commission to the winds ; — and there 
can bo no doubt, had the letter, by being addressed to 
himself, and he thus at liberty to act without control, its 
contents would have remained a secret to the (amilyy and 
any young fellow in the service, less in love, might have 
supplied his place as second lieutenant of the SjpUfirt. 

Pending the reading of the letter by our yoang friendi 
it is not to be supposed the mind of the matron was idle, 
or altogether absorbed in the speculative doctrines of the 
celebrated moral philosopher. — How to defeat the a^ 
rangements fur a journey, which she had herself plan- 
ned, was the object uppermost in her thoughts : Andy not- 
withstanding all their preparations had now been compliet- 
ed, and they were on the very eve of departure, a spirit 
like Mrs. Crank's only felt whetted, as it were, by these 
difficulties, to attempt that, which most others would have 
conisidered it prudent todeemimpracticable.-Witka conn- 
tenance denoting attention to the author's reasoning, and 
even a docility of mind, occasionally manifested by an 
inclination of the head, in token of acquiescence, or accom- 
panied by way of impressiveness, with an elevation of her 
handsome taper fingers, as they hung over the arm of 
the sofa ; somewhat after the modest manner of a bei^rd- 
less senator, addressing, for the first time, parliament, in 
a maiden speech ; she appeared to mark the more impor- 
tant passages ; whilst, in fact, she was proposing to her. 
self, in rapid succession, a variety of plans for postponing 
the expedition, — changing the rot^re,— or, what was most 
ioiportant of all, changing^ their highly objectionable com- 
pagnon du voyage. 

However perplexed with the dificulties of her situation, 
she was consoled by the reflection, that should things 
come to the worst, she had it in her power, at least, to 
aflect sudden illness, during the night ; alarm the family, 
and call in her faithful coadjutor, the doctor: upon 
whose services and fidelity, she imagined, having gone 
too far to retract, she might reckon with confidence. 

The longest heads are often too short-reached to 90111? 
pete with the flight of time, or the unforeseeu course (/ 
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3v«ni0. For whilst sho pondered on the means of pre- 
vention, the evil she most dreaded was thus remedied, 
as it were, by a miracle : whilst Crank, as if to ren- 
der assurance doubly sure, thus addressed his young 
fiieDd: — 

<< Well, my boy, never mind !— its all for the best. — I 
legrdt losing your company '" 

** What an idiot !" aoClly murmured Mrs. Crank. 

** But a man mus'n't sacrifice his commission.*— 
Tour captain seems anxious for your welfare, and I wish 
you luck," said the veteran^ clutching the lieutenant by 
the hand with a force which equally displayed the old 
man's vigorous health, and the cordiality of his kind- 



Here was no room for evasion. — The blow struck was 
decisive ;— and Burton, whose face reminded the fair 
Emily this moment of the doleful dumps of poor Wid- 
drington, as described in the ballad of Chevy Chase, 
heard the commodore pronounce his opinion on the ne- 
cessity of his departure with nearly the same feelings 
as a culprit at the Old Bailey greets the sentence of 
the judge who banishes him from his native land for 
life. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

ADIEUS. 

And there were sodden partings, such as press 
The life from out young hearts, and choking sighs 
Which ne*cr might be repeated. * 

■ Childe Harolde. 

Most persons who have arrived at years of discretion, 

have been indiscreet enough to be, at least, once in love. 

—To such readers it will be unnecessary to describe the 

state of mind in which Burton passed this evening. But 

fbr the benefit of the younger classes of society, it will 

9* 
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be &a well (o observe, that he was lolally indiSbrent-wW ' 
ther tlie world (hen fsll to pieces, ao (hat in the general 
ruin be might have escaped the keen conaciousnesa ol 
thai exquisite misery which averwhelmed him. Chsgnu- 
cd and moriiSed, he felt as iftbc cup or bliss bad Blip- 
ped from his bandd at the moment when the brim pressed 
bis lip. — He was about to resign all his towering expecM- 
tions ; and, lingular la say, he was compelled to foren J 
at least Tor a time, ihoae expectations in conformity to ftj 
wish, or rather by the command of tbal friend on *t>4fl 
alone he could rely for their fuIAImenl. Yel, it appeon^ 
there was no alternative ; for he was convinced the surest 
way to lose the girl was to sacrifice bis proressional cha- 
racter ; and he well knew that Crank was made of thai 
stern stuff which would not fail to look upon a wilful neg- 
lect of duty as justly meriting the highest censure of bis 
superiors, ond deservedly entailing on him the loss of bie 
rank in the service. 

Extreme as bib vexation undoubtedly w 
conclusion of the evening, becamo sufiiciently collec 
to cast about, and devise means for once more procurta 
nn interview with Emily alone. This, as before ohset^ 
ed, was at any lime a matter of considerable diflicuUy^ 
and the more he thought upon it, the less was he induced 
to hope it would be practicable. At limes be fell almost 
disposed to throw himself oh Ibe old man's gsnerosily. 
and, depending on ihe kindness which he had already « 
perienced from him, fully disclose the perplexity and d 
guish of mind under which he laboured, as a pretexts 
soliciting his advice. Vet here again it suggested 'Am 
to him, that such were Crank's notions of discipline, t 
devoted attachment to the service of hia country, ihatfl 
would doubtless counsel him to join, pursuant lo ords 
bad he been not only ibn hosband of Emily, but ha^ 
been his very wedding-day. Failing to derive coostl' 
tion from this source, ho bctlioughl himself of all the al 
tagems he had *^'-'st heard or read of under similar C 
cumstancGs. — T!te most feasible and most likely to efR 
hia object appeared lo be pressing Martha into the service ; 
and much as he would, under any other circumstances, 
have contemned 'he practice of lampering with a, aervanl'a 
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iodelilyy he found himself compelled, as a dernier resort ^ 
to adopt a practice so highly objectionable and disinge- 
nuoufl. To afford him even a chance of success in ac- 
complishing his object by this clandestine mode of pro- 
ceeding, he determined to act with the utmost caution. 
Feigning, therefore, that his preparations for departure 
were incomplete, he repaired to bis own room, determining 
to Bolicft by letter an interview with Emily, if only for a 
few seconds. 

And now, as he sat alone, pen in hand, and that pen 
already dipped in ink, every objection which he had before 
felt seemed to acquire new force. Nor was this unna- 
Uiral ; he was no longer under the fascination of thai 
woroan'a eye, for whom he would have dared everything; 
and as his feelings became calm, his integrity and rectitude 
of principle reasserted their influence over his mind. After 
some time spent in this mental struggle, he flung his pen 
aside, and thus gave utterance to his feelings : 

<' Wretched man that I am ! how every thing appears . 
to have altered its aspect ! — That which once would JiSve 
been the flrst wish of my heart, now proves a source of 
disappointment and vexation.-^How happy ought I to be 
again to resume a life of activity in my profession — 
Where are my ambitious aspirings ? — What has become 
of my firmness of mind % — How absolute and uncon' 
trollable is the influence of this passion ! — an influence 
(he more extraordinary as the chances of success seem 
now to be rendered yet more doubtful. —This ill-timed 
appointment — ^this detestable, dangerous trip, to a place 
full of gaiety and dissipation — would that I had been 
dumb, rather than have recommended it! — A young girt 
too, of her personal beauty and accomplishments— and, 
worst of all, with her prospects and expectations ! — How 
the honied flatterers will surround her ! — What new pros- 
pects may arise ! — What dreams of ambition! — How cer- 
tain my misery! — How soon shall I be forgotten !'' 

He had now risen from his chair, ^nd wildly paced the 
room — at intervals exclaiming — " Yet her disposition is 
noble ~ her heart generous and susceptible, — too true it 
is, I fe^l her all angelic. — ^Why then should I despair?-^ 
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If I could obtain an assurance from her lips-— that nose 
other " 

And here he stopped, and appeared almost chokiog 
with something he could not utter. Again regaming 
something like self-possession, he argued as men d6| who 
are determined to be convinced. 

« Had I but that pledge ! — the slightest pledge — ^I 
could trust to fortune.-i— lias she not acknowledged a 
preference? — Is he not my friend? — And has he not as- 
sured me, that the inequalities of our fortunes alone impose 
an obstacle to my wishes? — Nay, more, pointed out the 
mode of securing the acquiescence of all." 

Here his eye kindled with animation, and his expres- 
sive features were lighted up by hope. 

<< Yet," continued he, checking himself, <* all those 
hopes are visionary, unless I see her again alone. — ^Little 
did I think yesterday our parting was so near, — ^had she, 
too, been aware, she perhaps would have been less re- 
served — and if entreaties, prayers, or my tears coold 
move her, my heart would not now be distracted with un- 
certainty. — Oh ! — I feel that my life is bound up with 
her's. — Her fate may never be mine-— but without her, 
misery must be my lot." 

His agitation now became intense, and he arrested bis 
rapid march to and fro in the centre of the apartment ; 
where he stood encircling, and violently compressing with 
both hands his throbbing temples, in an attitude of mingled 
resolve and despair. 

A few pioments afterwards, as if recollecting the r.r* 
gency of his situation, and the value of the few minutes 
that were led for action, he hastily resumed— 

f*What do I here?— Why do I hesitate ?— There is 
but one course open. — Call it a breach of hospitality ! — 
of confidence ! — it must be done. — The sacrifice must be 
made, — I must risk'consistency, character, or— lose her 
— Never! never!" said he, with a shudder, — *' perish 
that damning thought — I am resolved." 

And resolved it appears he was. — He seized his pen.-*- 
Every suggestion of prudence was vain amid the storm 
of fearful passion, which raging within his bosom now 
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mounted to his brain. — One line sufficed to iDform her of 
his wish — another, to announce his determination. 

*< I am distracted.*— Let me, angel oT my destiny ! see 
yoii alone for a moment. Fail not, or this night is the last 
of Barton's life." 

The dreadful summons of a man resolved on seif-de- 
structioii was sealed, and in a few seconds after, forced 
with many entreaties, grateful professions, and his last 
guinea, on the reluctant Martha. 

Jn half an hour he received this short reply : 

** Terror conquers prudence.-r^When all have retired^ 
expect me in the drawing-room, but not alone." 

He thrust the note into his pocket, and rejoined the 
fitmily.— -The old gentleman was already preparing to 
betake himself to rest. A cordial interchange of kind 
wishes on his part, and grateful acknowledgments on that 
of Barton took place ; and after takmg a suitable leave of 
Mrs* Crank and her daughter, he retired with the rest. 

7he clock struck eleven'— when a gentle tap at his 
roora-door summoned him to the meetmg. — He recog- 
nized the maid servant in silence, and quietly followed the 
direction of the light which faintly beamed from the ap» 
pointed place of rendezvous. 

The door was closed by Martha as he entered the 
drawing-room, where he perceived Emily by the fire* 
place, apparently deep in thoui2;ht, and still as the stone 
on which she leaned for support.-— She was scarcely con- 
scious of his approach, ere he was at her feet, and over- 
whelmed her with grateful acknowledgments for the kind 
confidence thus reposed in hirn. 

*< Attribute it not to confidence, Mr. Burton, but to 
the alarm your message excited — ^you completely terrified 
me into compliance.*' 

f* Pardon the anxiety, Emily,— the urgency with which 
I sought this interview. — In my circumstances, distract- 
ed as I am between doubts and fbars, life would have 
been valueless, had I not once more seen you alone !'' 

?' Imagine not we are alone, or unobserved," said she 
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quickly, <<nor dare I remain longer— Farewell I Too 
have my best wishes !" 

** A thousand thankn," said he — << excellent, amiabfe 
girl.— But stay. — Leave me not in this state of di8tFB& 
tion. — Encourage me to hope — " 

'' You may rest assured," said she, interrupting the 
unfinished entreaty, ** that I am not insensible to yoor 
roentH-^much leas can i he ungrateful — To you I owe 
my life." 

" Talk not of gratitude," exclaimed he ; " you owe 
me nothing — 'twas instinct— self-preservation. Think 
you I should have survived you V* 

« I doubt not your feeling — y«»ur heroic generosity." 

<< Then force me not," said lie, '* to wish that moment 
of peril had been my last. Gladly then would I hare re- 
signed hfe for your preservation — or even to endear my 
memory to your recollection — and now 1 swear that ex- 
istence will be intolerable, unless shared with you.'' 

*' Why," said she, with rising agitation, 'J will you 
alarm me thus 1 Rest content, my friend, with an assur- 
ance that I shall ever feel a lively interest in all that coo- 
cerns you. It would, indeed, he difficult to forg€i — " 

" My soul's angel !" he excli^irned, with rapturoiu. a^ 
miration — ** Your noble spirit — ^your divine perfections 
are my best security— yet grant me, Emily, the aasa- 
ranee, that at my retuni— " 

<^ Cease, pray cesse ! — Recollect I am not mistress 
of my own destiny .r — Adopted by my generous uncle, 
but for his bounty and commirieration, 1 should have been 
now an indigent, neglected orphan, unworthy of your pre- 
ference. His wishes I must consuh, in order to secure 
my own respect. — I owe him more than a daughter's 
duty." 

<* I am not then interdicted — " said the lieutenant, 
more cheerfully ; and he uouid have proceeded. 

" Pross me not further.— Here," said she, extending 
an arm, whose inimitfible tincts would, if contrasted, have 
shamed Titian's choicest colouring — *' is my hand, m 
friendship : a friendship sincere, as 1 feel it will be /cff- 
mg." 



fie snatched the iQve-pledge — he pressed it to hie lips 
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-«^he pretfaed it to his heart. — Pity, if not love, lighted 
up her divine features, aod she cast on him a look, such 
84 wajrmed the pure seraph's breast at sight of our first 
pareptff in the guileless innocence of £den,— How near« 
Ij were his fondest anticipations realized ! He was over- 
powered by a feeling of intense delight — and caught her, 
sufliued with blushes, to his arms. Alarmed by his man* 
ner, she struggled to disengage herself; each effort, like 
those of the limed bird, biit the more entangled her* 
He pressed the struggUng girl to his bosom, and almost 
suflEbcated her with burning kisses. — She would have 
shrieked, but her voice failed ere she recollected assis- 
Uuice was at hand — 

Her sigh was balm, her tears were dow, 
And oaly rais'd his flame anew. 

Ber eyea swim — the purple light of health deserts her 
cheek — she is pale as the Parian marble— she sinks in 
his strained embrace. 

Recalled to himself by finding her whom he adored 
lifiriess in his arms, his alarm became as excessive as 
his passion had been uncontroulable. — A groan of hor- 
ror escaped him at witnessing the effect of his rash vio- 
lence. He placed his hand on that bosom only to find 
it throbbed not — the pulse of life stocKi still. — His agony 
was immeasurable. — Sinking on one knee to support her 
on the other, and give her a fairer chance to revive, the 
fiery tears fell fast on her pale neck. Her durst not 
move, nor desert his sad burden to seek assistance.-^ 
To reveal her situation was interdicted by love and ho- 
nour. — Were she to pcnslf he had inhaled the last breath 
which passed her lips. — He mighty perchance, be brand- 
ed as her murderer, by lier relations — ^by the world.— 
** What have I done !" he exclaimed, in the bitterest 
anguish. ^' What cursed fate presided at my birth ! 
Wretch !-^Monster that I am !" 

At this moment the door opened; and the faithful 

Martha, who had been stationed within call by her young 

mistress, burst in, sobbing with grief, and mingled her 

angry reproaches with his own. 

<* Begone— cruel— cruel — hard-hearted man ! leave Us 
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— yet stay a moment — ^raise her with me to this couch-^ 
Support her head — there I Great God, does she still lite f 

As he deposited her on the couch, he felt as though he 
was placing her on her bier. — She sighed faintly, and he 
exclaimed, in a frenzy of joy — " She lives l" 

<' Then fly," said the fond-hearted menial, " fly thitf 
moment, or we are betrayed. — I entreat you, Sir, leave 
us : for you have alarmed some one, and I hear footsteps 
approaching." 

She concealed the light behind the great chaiir, and vio^ 
lently forced him to the door. He respected her fidelity, 
and made na resistance. He fled, and reached in silence 
his own room. In a moment his candle was extingaisb- 
ed, and he listened, in breathless suspense, at his door 
for some minutes. — A quick footstep crossed the halL-^ 
He heard £mi1y's name pronounced, with evident agita* 
tion, by her mother ; indistinct sounds, as of queries and 
answers, ensued. — The servant girl passed hastily by,, 
and, in returning, with water, wluspered to him, as he 
opened the door, — 

<< Be still, for mercy's sake, Sir— she^s much better,^' 
and regained the drawing-room in haste. 

The door was closed — he ventured on tip-toe near . 
enough to it to hear indistinctly the faint accents of Emi- 
ly in reply to her mother's anxious solicitude ; and he 
was soon afler compelled by their approach to betake 
himself to his room with precipitation ; where, for hours, 
the distracting tumult of nis sensations prevented all le^ 
pose» 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

tRAVELLItfO A LA MODE. 



creeping^ liiia snail 



UowilUngl/ to school. 

^8 You Like It 

It 18 not to be supposed that having retired in so agi« 
ated a state of mind to his room, the lieutenant was very 
luecessful in cultivating sleep. — Ere daylight he was 
Ircosed and prepared for his lonely journey. — How difier- 
nt from the anticipations of the preceding day ! — After 
he thrilling interview just described, he had little relish 
or a cold, ceremonious parting ; and determined on a 
irecipitate retreat ere the family had risen. — By the as- 
jstance of old Tiller, who was the only person stirring 
a the house, his <* traps,'' as Tom called them, were re- 
no ved to the Utile inn, from which the only cross conyev- 
ince to the place of his destination daily started, ms 
unds, it must be confessed, when he left Plymouth, 
vere comparatively slender ; and they were considerably 
liminished by the charges of travelUng post, and the ex* 
lenses incidental to his accident. Any inconvenience 
esuhing from this might have been obviated, had not his 
Dodesty, or rather let it be admitted, his pride, prevented 
lim from confessing the real state of his finances when 
3rank, the night before, tendered him, if requisite^ the 
ise of his purse in order to join his ship. He felt 
B most young men of spirit would have felt under such 
ircumstances ; more especially as Crank was a man too 
duch above board, as he termed it, to think it necessary 
lat an offer to lend his own money should be made in the 
baence of his sister-in-law : the lieutenant therefcre de- 
lined the veteran's kindness, assuring him he had sufTi- 
ient to clear all expenses incident to his return. 

After dismissing Tiller with a douceur ^ which he could 
1 spare, he counted out his money, and perceived he had 
ut a few shillings left. Economy, he felt, must bo the 
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order of llie day. — On enquiry he oaceriained I 
caravan, or one horse covered tilt cart, would shortly itf 
out for Plymouth ; and though the conveyance wu DPt 
remarkable for ita apoed, it was convenient under thi 
circumstances, and suited (he state of his finances. 

Having been detained nearly an hour beyond th* ap' 
pointed time, waiting for a pilot, who was expected lo re- 
turn after bringing round a vessel to Torbay, where i( 
F-::emed, however, he himself had anchored, as be taiN 
to join compan^ ; the caravan set out. carrying as outside 
passengers the driver and a pot companion, still under Ik 
cHects of last night's inebriation ; a butcher, whom ihev 
were to drop at Totness ; the lieutenant, and a haoil- 
some young woman with her infant, about to rejoin liei 
husband at Plymouth. 

And here was our friend Burton, who had arrived, alooe 
and lord-like, with post-horses In ' fume and fiirious 
haste,' returning sluggishly and unwillingly to du^aia 
jog-trot pace, hardly faster than a walk ; and surroundH 
by persons of so low a rank in life, that he was glad to 
preserve a strict incognito, and a stricter silence. Indeed 
Ills mind had abundant food to ruminato upon ; and fO 
involved was be in reflecting on the peculiarity of lus 
situation, thai the driver ilajjiellated his beast unnotical, 
till Humanity Martin would have shed tears ; the butcher 
openly made furious love to the young wife ; the itbj 
cried and screamed itself, at times, into fits ; fl 
drunken man in front swore as many oaths as, had a IIV 
gistrata been presjcnt to enforce the legal penalties, wouU 
have rendered him a beggar for life j yet the thoughttfli 
pensive son of Neptune was so silent, so abstracledJI 
manner, and fixed his eyes so intently on the featu 
the scenery through which they passed, that he t 
heard not, or appeared not to hear a syllable of aD. d 
passed.— At Totness they stopped, and changed ( 
horse. Much to the saiislaction of the young wona 
who was a fine specimen of an English peasant, i 
butcher's wife almost immediately appeared and look huB 
captive i thus relieving her from his persecution. Tto 
remaining parties having partaken of such refreshmenU »< 
the inn, or (heir pockets, alforded, and the drtinkcn man 
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being now far advanced in a state of happy obliviousness, 
be canvan again set out at a brisker pace* — The evening 
wt in to rain ; the dninkea man being twice picked up 
iff the horse's crupper by the driver, was bundled in from 
Ihe front bar to an inside place ; and soon fell asleep, 
rally unceremoniously, on the young woman's shoulder ; 
irfao, from this circumstance, first became an object of 
Intemit to the lieutenant. He soon disengaged her from 
the wdgbt of her drowsy suitor ; and she required no 
lecond invitation to place herself on Burton's side of the 
tilt, leaving the slumberer to snore at full length. — Women 
q€ all ranks, particularly of an humbler, are peculiarly 
sensible of well-timed attention ; and this act of civility 
almost immediately put them on a footing of familiarity. 
From the simple inquiries of his female fellow traveller 
about the Volage ; and the Adriatic ; and when a ship 
would be paid on hei^ return to harbour ? and what leave 
a aailor might obtain to come on shore ? he could hardly 
fidl to learn that she was one of that class of women in 
humble lifei^ whose happiness is more transient, and whose 
patience and virtue is more severely put to the test than 
those of any other females breathing; — she was a sailor's 
wife. 

She had been married but a week, ere her husband 
had been compelled to leave her in the village where both 
first saw the light ; he was now returned aAer a two years' 
absence in the Mediterranean ; and we leave it to the 
sympathy of our female readers to conjecture, how full 
her heart must 1iave been of the fondest and happiest an- 
ticipations on the subject of their meeting. 

Before night- fall they again changed the horse, and the 
lieutenant failed not to press the fair traveller to share the 
few comforts his almost exhausted purse afforded. It was 
nearly two hours af\er dark ere they arrived at Plymouth- 
Dock. He inquired into the character of the house in 
which she proposed to set up, and recommended her to 
the protection of the landlady, promising to take care 
that her arrival should be communicated to her husband 
immediately, and departed for the Prince William Henry, 
followed by a lad who carried his valise. 

As be had anticipated, here he found his senior lieu? 
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tenant sitting alone in the coffee-room, who no sooner eyed 
him, than he jumped up (waving every thing like ceie- 
mony) to receive him with a cordiality, perfectly in uniNB 
with his general character. 

** Bless me. Burton ! where the deuce have you been? 
— ^We had given you up for lost ! — ^Did the captain's let- 
ter reach you 1" 

Without waiting for a reply, he continued-^*' Luckily 
you have arrived, my boy, or you would have been 0upe^ 
seded next week." 

^* I wish," said Burton, drawling out his words with in- 
difference, - <* I wish I had.'* 

" The devil you do !— Why so ?'* said Hasty. 

'< It would have been a thousand tiroes better for me !'' 

'< Why," returned the first lieutenant ; *' you seem more 
down in the mouth than ever — what, hav'n't you shakea 
off the Dartmouth crafl yet?^' 

'* Hasty, avast with that profanation!— remember jou 
are not talking now of an ordinary woman, but of a hmf^ 
far beyond her sex in beauty, accomplishmeotSi and vur- 
tue!" 

'< Oh, hang your accomplishments, and youryirtuee! 
you'll put me into a fit of the blue devils." 

He then rang the bell with violence, and when the wait- 
er appeared he inquired — 

" What's the play ?-^I say, Burton, you must go, and 
shake off this fit amongst the girls — there you'll see,'' 
said he, with a laugh, "both beauty and accomf^h- 
ments." 

" I'm not in a humour," said Burton, *< for amusement 
or mirth— I'm not well — I require rest." 

'* See here," exclaimed Hasty, raising his arm with 
mock energy — " Damme if you don't come to-night to 
the play, I'll send you on dock-yard duty at day-light to- 
morrow. — Come, waiter — cofiee for two, and take Hr. 
Burton's traps up to my bed-room. I suppose you've a 
bed for him — but no matter — don't wait for us afler 
twelve." 

*' No, Sir," said the waiter, making an obsequious bow, 
who felt as if he was about to pay a compliment in what 
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was to follow-- << No, Sir, we never do sit up for the navy 
geiniiien.-^Misses says as how, it's never no use." 

* Many a time and oft,' Burton would have relished the 
hamour of this leflt-handed compliment : but he uas now 
that anomalous creature, a lover ; and saw every thing 
through an altered medium. — Uaaty saw no humour in it, 
so remarked to his friend — 

** That cockney chap is a devilish civil fellow, and seems 
to know how to behave himself." 

The waiter soon returned with coffee, announcing — 

<< The play to-night, Sir, is Theller, or the Moor of 
Wenua— It is bespoke, Sir, — and no doubt there'ill be a 
crowded ouse, has hall the midshipmites in the arbour 
bar ashore.-— Our stage manager too's, a wery great heC" 
tor, and plays the Black to the life." 

<< Thank you, WiUiam, thank you," said Hasty, and 
turning round to Burton, half whispered — '< Now that's 
what 1 call a curst clever fellow. He seems to be up to 
evQry thing — I wopder was he ever at sea t" 

Burton was too much in the blues to hear anything of 
the black, — the manager, — or the Moon One iiote, how- 
ever, had been struck which vibrated on his ear, and 
soothed his sorrow — it was the illiterate allusion of the 
waiter to that type of all female loveliness,— and he might 
have adopted Hamlet's confession to his friend, and said, 
I have her " in my mind's eye." 

In this frame of mind he sat musing and sipping his 
cofiee ; and would have sipped and mused on till mid- 
night, had not Hasty, who was determined to carry his 
point, roused him from his reverie, by desiring him to 
*' toss-off his scald, and make haste. And now I recol- 
lect," added he, ^' you never asked for the skipper, or any 
of your old shipmates. It looks as if you'd lost all your 
manners — but no wonder, you've been so long ashore." 

If any thing could have made Burton laugh, it would 
have been a remark so singular ; but he was ' not in the 
vein' to relish, or retort, a joke. Thus reminded of his 
negligence, he endeavoured to make an amende^ by a ge- 
neral inquiry afler their health, whilst, as to the ship her- 
self, he sincerely wished her at the bottom of the sea, or 
that she still constituted part of the effective forco of the 

10* 
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enemy ; remarking— and it was the only apothegm wiucb 
had escaped his lipa for the last twenty-four hours— " That 
it is always the case, when a man would give his eyes for 
a ship, he can't get one— hut if he has his hands full of 
business ashore, he is sure to be compelled to leave it at 
sixes and sevens, in consequence of some cursed ap- 
pointment." 

*< Why, what's the matter now ?--one would think you 
had lost a chance of being made a bishop, you're so con- 
foundedly discontented — ^I thought once, you were food 
of your profession ;" added Hasty, in a taunting tone) 
which did not fail to rouse the Numbering spirit of bis 
friend. 

" And so I am ; but, my dear Hasty," answered Bur- 
ton, with a sigh — << my heart's broken." 

ti D it, don't be down-hearted about trifles," said 
his brother officer, who now began sincerely to pity bis ex- 
treme dejection — '* What's one woman more than ano- 
ther — if you must marry — wed your ship, and seek fortono 
in your profession ! — come, that was my old dad's max- 
im ; and he died within three of his flag." So saying, he 
good-naturedly seized his junior by the shoulder, and 
ptiUed him perforce out of the room. 



VEELING A FARCE. ~^ 1 15 



CHAPTER XV. 

FEELING A FARCE* 



A tn^edy, wherein we sit as 



Spectator's awhile, and then act oar part in it. 

Swift. 
Wc are all made fools fay our feelings. 

I^mish Proverb, 

Strolling across Fore-streeit, our adventurers soon 
arrived at the Dock Theatre. — Nor can it be concealed, 
that, in this search after amusement, their anticipations 
were widely dissimilar. 

From what has been already mentioned, it will be ob- 
served, that the senior of the two, although on him, by 
virtue of his office, had devolved all the bustle and labour 
of preparing and equipping their new vessel for sea, ima*- 
'gined he had good reason to congratulate himself on be- 
ing so speedily appointed to a ship : whilst his compani- 
on, who felt this, instead of a subject of congratulation, 
positively a stumbling block in the path of his fortune, 
was so chagrined, that he was little disposed to accept of 
amusement, however seductive the shape in (vhich it might 
present itself, ^till, however, from experience, Hasty 
was induced to believe, there was something so exhila- 
rating, in the very aspect of a theatre, that he had no 
doiibt on his mind, could he but once involve his friend 
amidst the lively turnfloil and tu null within, he would 
soon forget all his caress and anxieties without. 

Bustling through the crowd of noisy boys, and showily 
dressed women, which surrounded the doors, they paid 
their money ; and as Burton happened to be in plain 
cloths, he was soon accommodated with a seat^— a 
circumstance, by the bye, which ensures respect in king's 
ports, from even the * Dock-yard- Maties' — a class of 
men, whose hostility, and turbulent insolence to naval 
officers — themselves, as it were, a part or appendage to 
the navy, — is proverbial. — Hasty appeared to have a 
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roving commission, and went from box to box, and plae 
to place, chatting with hia acquaintancea. Ttie hou' 
was already full, in consequence of ila having been a 
nounced, tbal the play had been selected in complia 
with the wishes, and would be perfoimed, " under I 
patronage of the captain and officera of His . 
ehip, Ftora." Allhoueh the curtain had not risen, ''■ 
would be absurd (o say, that the performance had i 
ready commenced. That description of enterlainmen 
which has become so prevalent on the boards of n 
London theatres, in our day yclept, a Monopolylogue, v 
performing with an astounding effect, accompanied b 
crash of wind instruments in full practice — but, to i 
intelligible, it will be necessary to drop the melaphoric 
style. 

It liaa fallen to the lot of few persona, not in Ibe n 
service, to be present at a dramatic represent ation, i 
)iere or at Portsmouth. Those who have witness 
will scarcely forget its possessing this striking dislincli^ 
from other re presentation a of the kind ; that it appean 
most of the persons frequenting the theatre, have ssse 
bled, rather with a view to amuse themfelvos by their 01 
performances, than by any exhibition of ll;e talents ' ' 
hapless votaries of the sock and buskin j or, in 1 
words, that the performers here ate before the cui 
and, instead of receiving salaries, pay for the permiss 
to perform to the few who are privileged to walk the si 
but who might almost as well bo mutea on the occasi 

Notwithstanding the noise and bustle which prev 
amongst the midshipmen in the slips, the warrant, i 
petty officers in the pit. and the sailors and " jotlys" : 
an evident anxiety was manifested, that the piece si 
proceed — or, speaking with greater adherence to t 
that lomttking should be going on, to keep, as they te 
il, " the company alive." Tho Fiora'i ship's-conipaiil 
which had been landed from the frigate at ' MuttDn-Covs 
and marched in double file to the theatre, punctually at ti 
hour appointed, where it was met by seamen of othi, 
chips, and many female friendsjcould little brook the del^ 
irhic^ took place this evening, in consequence of the n 
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iuctance of the maoager to coromeoce the performancei 
prior tp the arrival of his patron, Sir Harry Driver. 

<* 'Pon deck, there !" cried a voice ia the gaUeiy-- 
/< why don't you man the fore-clue-gamets and haul the 
foresail up 1" 

This was acoompanied by a shout of acclamation, 
which clearly showed the proposal was in unison with 
the general feeling. — -As the audience now became cla- 
morousi the manager was observed peering through a slit 
in the curtain, reconnoitring the look of the house, and 
anxious to prevent tumult. 

<* I say, shipmate," continued the same boisterous rail- 
er, catching, to use a parhacnentary phrasey-ibe manager's 
eye_« I say, if you don't want your top-light dowsed, 
you'll start out o' that, and clue-up io time«-4iere's a 
thundering squall brewing astarn, as 'ill split that 'ere rent 
in your canvass from clew to earing." 

This prediction, no doubt, would have been verified, 
but for Uie entrance of Sir Harry, accompanied by two 
of his lieutenants, whose appearance gave a different di- 
rection to their volubility. 

'< Here's the skipper — hurrah ! — stand by for three 
cheers." 

" Aye, aye," echoed several voices in the gallery. 

<< Hurrah — together, my hearties," resumed the spokes- 
man. 

<< Wait for the time," cried the chief-boatswain's 
mate in the pit, now rising from his seat and hailing tho 
gallery. — 

'' Up ! up ! on your pins, every mother's soul o' you 
— Are you all ready?" 

« Go itf Ae</,"* cried half a dozen voices aloft ; " go it 
like a good-un." 

The boatswain's mate quickly obeyed the summons, 
putting the ' call' to his mouth, and waving his left hand 
as the well-known signal was thrice repeated, accompa- 
nied each time by a shout from his shipmates, which 
shook the theatre to its foundation. 

* A phrase since become deservedly popolar, from its historical connec - 
tion with a late splendid naval achievement. 
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The curtain now rif>ing, that most juetly admired of ■( 
Sbakspeare's tragedies, " The Moor of Venice, " con 
menced: in the course of which, il may be easily foreaeed 
pasaagea occuned, thai could not fail strongly to inters^ 
the feelings of many amongst an audience, composed, r 
(he most port, of young persons who rarely enjoyed ■ 
amiiaemenl so pregnant wilh excitement. 

Id that part, where Othello's approach to the isle ia dia 
cemed by some on the watch, who cry out, "A aail,J 
sail !" the hitherto peaceable demeanour and attention d 
played by the tars, since the curiain rose, sufiered sot 
interruption from exclamations like these : " Point to b 
— Which way ia she standing ? — Turn the hands up, [ 
sail," — a cheer. 

The play again proceeded uninterruptedly until t 
I Moor arrived at tho passage — 
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" I'll bet a week's grog," said a clamorouBtopmaD,' 
young un 'ill be a Creole." 

"Aye, sink 'em," said anoiber, "there's the luck of 
your black fellows — Why, 'twas only 'tother day. t Iwiga 
the captain's steward in tow wilh one o* the fresh ieat-ro^- 
cheek'd craft you'd aoe, from Ntfrih-cornor to Castw 
Rag." 

Hasty, who had ere this descended from the slips, 
joined his friend, now jogged Burton's elbow, and remati 
ed, in a whisper — 

" Come ! don't be down-hearted — if an old black n 
can weather on a young girl, why xhould you deHpaini 
for tbo' you're no ttirhan'd Turk, like Othello, you v 
always the devil among the women." 

" It's m>^re than doubtful to me, Olhello ever wa 
Turk ; though now-a-days ho wears a turban," said I 
ton, who, as he rarely declined defending his eentioieild 
would perhaps, in aiiolher turn of mind, liara d' 
ihifi historical query innre elaborately. 

tago. in the drinking scene, had no sooner eicloiiq 
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^^ Some wine* ho I" than there was a diasentinff shout 
firoip both pit and gallery — «« No ! no ! — Grog, O V* 

^To be sure, Grog, O !" echoed several voices, whose 
opinions on this subject, it is needless to observe, wore in 
unison with the speaker^s. 

<< That's yoUf bo," shouted a messmate from the back 
part of the gallery-*-*' You're sick o^ the black strap"* 
too. D — >- it, it always gives me the muUygrubs." 

When the same personage in the drama had sung the 
itong concluding— 

*' A soldier's a nton, 

A life's bat a spaa \ 

Why, theo, let a soldier drink— ** 

Cassio exclaiming — << 'Fore heaven, an ezcelient song,'' 
the boatswain's-mate in the pit, standing up, as before, 
bellowed aloud — 

•* Now, my bojrs, regular coal-box.'* 

The harmonious spirits above caught, as if by inspi- 
ration, Cassio's sentiment, and uniting their voices with a 
precision surprising, under the circumstances, struck into 
the well known chorus—- 

" Very good song, 

Very well sung, 

JoHy companions every c»e — " 

which was thrice repeated, to the total interruption of the 
play, and utter astonishment of that body in the house, 
denominated, in the phrase of St. Stephens, * the landed 
gentry !' 

Burton, too, who was before impenetrable to all the 
mirth and waggery of these eccentrioJ>eitigs, now seem- 
ed tickled by their extravagance, and was observed to 
laugh — a circumstance from which Hasty augured the 
most favourable results. 

* Very indifferent Port-wioet if atall deserring the name, which was 
then served out at supper to the crews of his Majesty's ships, en the home 
station. In the Medttenaoean, the lighter wines of the countries adja- 
cent were substituted, which .were nearly as bad. Under all circumstan- 
ces, the practice of serving oat wine, in lieu ot liquor, was held in cordial 
abhorrence by our sailors. 

♦ 



»K0 



FEBLtire A FAKce. 



To (he frequenlers of the greai theatres in the 
poUa, who have witnessed tho pDrforniance of this adn 
rable tragedy, with eyes sutlused with lenra, and heai 
throbbing with pleaauig anguieh, boneath the witchery 
those gttat iDHeters of the pasRions. Kean, TouDg, s 
KembTe, it ivill seem a matter of afllonishment, that ai 
pusage in this deep-dyed web of pathos and feelhi) 
fihoula aSbrd lo ihe mind a subject of amusement, mw 
less of rude merriment and banter. But aoilwas; tl 
buoyancy of spirit, and thoughtlessness of this inooce 
and unao phis tic ale d auditory, sent their fancy wanderii 
from one idea wbich allured their attention, (for the aei 
timenta were oflcn beyond their com prehension,) tot' 
next which was lo them intelligible. The sense of I 
poet, thus taken in detached parts, was lost, and of cout 
preaentetl but imperfect, broken, and aomelimea droll col 
ceplions to the untutored mind. Hence it was, in l] 
dark and treacherous scene, where lago praclisea on I 
foible of a friend to secure his ruin, and rob one or Oil 
of his intended victims of life, the sailors seemed 
delighted lo find that gentlemen could become as ridici 
lous and helpless under the efTccls of liquor as themeelvei 

Casaio's silly speech, therefore, proved an exquisit 
relish to the audience, where he apostrophises Ileaven- 
" Forgive us our sins,'' and endeavours to persuade h: 
companion that he is sober. " Da not think, gentlemei 
[am drank; this is my Ancient: this is my right ht 
and this is my left hand : — I am not drunk now." — 

" No, not jDw," roared a Jack, who no doubt woiil 
have been a willing witness m Caasio's defence, had I 
been brought to the gangway for inebriety. 

"I can stand well enough," continued tho ropceaent 
live of Cossio. 

"Then — d it! why don't you walk the platik 

once, and prove yourself aober," vociferated a igng-taili 
wag, determined not lo slip this opportunity of having 
shot on the sly at his first lieutenant, who had only 
night or two before put liis perpendicularity to a sii 
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dient awe of their superiors, delight to avenge themselves 
for the privations and taciturnity inj9icted on board in this 
respect, by telling their officers sometimes a little of their 
minds fW>ni some snug corner of the house, or masked 
battery in the gallery. Exemplary, indeed, must that 
officer be, who cannot thus occasionally learn something 
from hints of this nature,' by some one under his orders ; 
who occasionally will avail himself of this opportunity to- 
awaken the recollection, or disturb the self-composure of 
his superior, or commander. From whatever quarter 
these shots proceed, they are received with unconcealed 
gled and dehght by the Jacks^ who are quick in appreciat- 
ing the character or peculiar foible of the subject of this 
embarrassing raillery* 

Sir Harry, who was certain he had recognised the hu- 
morous offender by his voice, was convulsed with laugh- 
ter ; whilst the last sally wa? . received with tumultuous 
applause. The actor, with tKsft^hjodesty which seems an 
essehtial in the histrionic professioa, took the compliment 
of course to hinlself, and forgetting it was his duty to be 
drunk, stepped forward and soberly made three stiff staid 
bows to the bouse — a mistake which did not fail to set the ^ 
better informed part of the audience onco more in a titter.; ' * 

As the tragedy degenerated into joke, the farce seem-, 
ed more in earnest ; nor will this be a matter of surprise,. ; 
since, in the latter, the audience were permitted to mingle 
in the performance with the actors ; and the zest might 
be considered to be heightened by the spirit of rivalry* 
with whicji one (iart of the house played up to the other. 
The contest was for some time dubious — for though the 
performers excelled in ranting, the blue jackets certainly 
eclipsed them in roanng. 

At the conclusion of the fourth act the curtain dropped. 
— The real business of the night now commenced. 
The bottle, but not the glassj went round, together with 
the healths of many female divinities, not named in any. 
save the sailor's mythology. Like Milton's Eve, the, 
faur were *' nothing loth ;" they did justice to the toast;: 
in honour of the sex: and might, without any gresit 
effort of imagination, be considered so many Hebes^ 

Vol. 11.— 11 
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from the alacrity they displayed in pushing about &t 
jorum. 

The sailors wore now at liberty to disport themselves 
after their own fashion : and a confusion of tongues and 
yoices ensued never equalled, since the far-famed btbbk 
of Babel. This over anxiety to create and circulate mirtb 
and enjoyment, for a while defeated itself. A great tu^ 
{hority observes, that 

/ /■ -^-Music is the food of lore^J^- '^ /- i. 

Most of them were victims to the tender passion. — The 
orehestra was, therefore, compelled '*to play on,^' accord- 
ing to the momentary and fitful preference of the aihiten 
and arbitrcsses of taste in the regions above. By a cour* 
iesy, for which the hardy sons of ocean are distingoishedi 
the option was at odco yielded to female taste — and a soil 
Syren of forty, and about half as many stone in weight, 
with eyes which had acquired an added lustre from the 
contrasted purple glow of her marked and commahdiiu; 
countenance, fixed at once their wavering choice ; by calt 
ing, in a delicate Soprano voice, on the " musicjfBmers to 
play up Jack* 8 DeliglUJ*^ This judicious catl-'was hailed 
with enthusiasm.— The << C'oliege Hornpipe" followed, 
the devil's-tatloo accompanying, drummed by the heeb oi 
the whole ship's company, until the house trembled 
throughout. — Still the curtain remained stationary, owing 
to the sable hero of the tragedy having, in his anxiety to 
perform his part with spiiit, forgotten how he had chid- 
den Cassio, like whom he had himself " put an enemy in 
his mouth to steal away his brains." This wight was 
now undergoing the penal process of having his head 
soused in water, and being forced to ' swill ' Vinegar inf 
farge potions, in order to subdue intoxication, and restore 
him to his recollcctibn of the part. 

The audience having exhausted their stock of practi- 
cal entertainment, and becoming fatigued with their owe 
performances, which soon lost its zest from the circum- 
stance of its no longer being a running accompanimeot 
to, but a very inadequate substitute for the drama itselft 
Vcame clamorous, and loudly vociferated for the rising 
^ the curtain. 
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<^ i say, folksell, there ; —why don't you clew up tbo 
Qurtain V^ said a young sailor, almost out of hail of female 
society, and whose situation was therefore the more like* 
ly to engender ill-humour. << Blow my precious limbs ! 
—are we to wait here all night ?^ 

A concert of cat-calls, groans and hisses followed| 
marked and loud enough to alarm the manager, who, ap« 
prehensive that some mischief might ensue to his pro- 
perty, opened the stage-door and thrust out his friend lago 
to appease the audience. He seemed to come forward 
with great reluctance — nor was it wonderful. — The ore- 
tor's mission was to make an apology, and that apology 
was to be extempore. There was another reason why ho 
should feel little at his ease. '1 he moment he appeared, 
be felt he had no friend— Jack's prejudices against bis 
conduct were insuperable. He had acted the part of the 
insidious assassin too well, not to fall under more than a 
suspicion, that he was naturally cut- put for the part* Hav- 
ing formed a rough calculation by the eye, of the nume- 
rical force of the sexes in the house, and finding the male 
predominated, he judiciously adopted a novel expression 
in opening his address : — 

<< GerUUmen and ladies." — This was an indignity offer- 
ed to the fair which seamen are sure to resent. — A geie- 
nU hubbub and uproar ensued. 

** Where's your manners, you two-faced rascal 1" ex- 
claimed one. 

" OflP— off— top your boom," cried another. 

The ear of an actor is peculiarly sensitive to censure, 
oven when undeserved ; and there are well attested in* 
stances, where men of professional celebrity have, for 
peace sake, yielded their own good taste to the obstinate 
prejudices of the vulgar. — lago letraced his steps and cor- 
rected hifl error ; and, in defiance of the grammatical rule, 
as to which is the worthier gender, gave the post of ho* 
nour to the fair, and recommenced — 

'* Indies and gentlemen — " 

This part of his address was repeated before h^ had ar- 
ranged what was to follow. — He looked wistfully now to 
^he manager (not to the prompter for the cue). He heard 
the « catcb-W9rd^ indulgi^nc^; iind proced(»d-r 
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<< Ladies and {^enilemeD — ^" 

'< That won't do — none o' your gammon— -you backbit^ 
iog beggar," roared a topman. 

lago, however, resumed. — " The gentlemaiH^I regret 
to say — who has done us the favour " 

<* Has the honuur^** was heard m an angry tone from 
the door-way. — The correction was instantaneous. 

" Who has the honour," repeated the actor, <* to repre- 
sent the part of Othello — ^before this— r". (pausing) 

*^ Respectable audience," said the manager agaia. 

'< Before this respectable audience, claiois — ladies and 
gentlemen — your kind indulgence — " 

*' Indulgence — Le d d. - You ought to be keel- 
hauled — ^you mischief-making beggar!" exclaimed the 
boatswain's mate, in the pit. 

<< For that gentleman, we solicit — that is, the nuinager 
solicits your indulgence." 

" Curse you, I wish I'd gone out myself," growled the 
manager, closing the stage-door and - leaving his iH- 
starred representative to that fyte which already appeared 
pretty certain, from a shower of yellow rinds, wbicb now 
descended on the stage as thickly as the fruit itself bo* 
strews the orange groves of 8t. Michael's after a bar* 
ricane. 

" 5i2t) gentlemen and ladies— 1^ Qsean, ladies and gen- 
tlemen — the gentleman has been so overcome— (^ Off, 
ofP') — so excited from completely identifying him- 
self " 

Here an enormous orange went bang past his bead, 
which, luckily for his speech, he could not perceive, 
owing to his confusion and the glare of the lights on his 
eyes.— The missile struck the curtain with the report of 
that of a bass drum. — Although startled, the apologist 
continued — 

*< So identified himself with tlie character— the— a*- 
arduous character of the principal hero of the piece, XhtX 
the manager trusts you will, ladies and gentlemen, excuse 
him, should he be less success/id in the rest— a— the re* 
mainder of the part—" 

Here he was preparing to make a parting bow to the 
angry, ill-appei^sed audience, when a shower of miscella^ 
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neous missiles descended on the stage, a short distance 
from him, and a well directed apple, robbed his head of 
the plumed Spanish hat and artUicial curls, which con- 
cealed his baldness. — In evident alarm, not unmingled 
with rage, at this exposure, the aged personator of the 
young Venetian officer picked up his wig, and made as 
rapid a retreat as if the Turk or * Ottamites' were at his 
heels. 

Slowly now the curtain rose, lago reappearing only to 
be afresh disconcerted by his discouraging reception in 
4hat revolting scene of flagrant treachery, where, whilst 
the already wounded and prostrate Roderigo is stabbed 
by him, the malignant and hypocritical fiend exclaims — 
•» Oh, villain !» 



K 



Kill mdo, V (be dark— where be those blpody thieves?" 



" Bloody thieves, indeed ! — only hear that /" exclaimeu 
several at once, whilst another swore with an earnesteess 
which displayed intense sentiment — 

<^ Dowse my top-lights, if I wouldn't make one to run 
jthat butchering beggar up to the yard-arm without bene* 
fit o' clargy !" 

This was too much for Burton. — The sombre gloom 
in which he had been wrapped so long yielded to the in- 
fluence of the hour ; and he could not refrain from laugh- 
ing heartily at this pregnant proof of the simplicity of sai- 
lors' habits of thinkiog, and generous warmth of feeling : 
9 feeling, too, which, lingular to say, had been excited 
by mere theatric illusion. 

But whatever excitation these honest susceptible soul$ 
had previously suffered, was merely as dust in the ba> 
lance, compared with the tumult of grief, and paroxys^i 
of rage, which filled every beating bosom, when the jear 
lous Moor, now more savage by the remaining effects of 
liquor, unfolded, in the deep, impressive language of the 
poet, the deadly purpose with which he approached hip 
sleeping bride.— The shouts became alarming. Volleys 
of imprecations were hurled at his head — ^his limbs — hU 
life. 

> What !" said one of the nxieaX of ibe crew,~<* can 
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the black brute cut her life-lines ? — She's a reg'lar-built 
angel, — and as like my Bet as two peas." 

<< Aye," said a messmate, — " it all comes of being 
jealous, and that's all as one as mad ; — but you know, if 
he's as good as his word, he's sure to be hanged, — that's 
one cofdTort !" 

When the Moor seized her in bed by the throat, Des- 
demona shrieking for permission to repeat but one short 
prayer — ^and he rancorously exclaims, in aitempUngto 
strangle her — 

" It is too late !"~ the house, as it is said a Frencb 
audience had done ere now, cpuld endure no more ; and 
the sailors rose in their places, giving the most alarming 
indications of angry excitement, and of a determination 
to mingle in the murderous scene below. 

" I'm d d, Dick, if I can stand it any longer,'' 

aaid the spokesman of the gallery. — <' You're no man, if 
you can sit and look on quietly, — hands off, you blood- 
thirsty niggar," ho vociferated, and threw himself over the 
side of the gallery in a twinkling ; clambering down by a 
pillar into the boxes, and scrambled across the pit, over 
every person in his way, till ho reached the 'hoisy boat- 
swain's mate. — Ilim ho < challenged to the rescue,' and 
exclaimed — 

<* Now's your time, Ned — Pipe the boarders away- 
all hands, damme ! if you're a map as loves a womao. 
— JVoj) go it," said he, and dashed furiously over all ob- 
stacles, — fiddles, flutes, and fiddlers. Smash vvent the 
foot lights — CfBsar had passed the rubicon. The conta- 
gion of feeling became general ; and his trusty le- 
gions, fired with the ambition that inspired their leader, 
u>llowed, sweeping all before them, till the whole male 
population of the theatre crowded the stage en masse, 
amid shouts of encouragement, or shrieks of terror :— r 
outraging, by their mistaken humanity, all the propriety of 
this touching dram:i ; and, for once, rescuing the gentle 
Desdemona from the deadly grasp of the murderous 
Moor, who fled in full costume, dagger in hand, from 
the house, and through the dark streets of Dock, until he 
reached his home in a state of inconceivable affright. 

The scene of confusion which followed, it would bip 
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'iruitioss to attempt to describe. — All was riot and up- 
roar. — The path of the invaders was strewed with mio. — 
On the first alarm, the manager had sent for the roilitcry^ 
who just arrived as the * boarders' took full possession of 
the forecastle, and were in the act of giving three cheers 
as a token of victory. In such a state of excitement and 
triumph, it was natural to expect that order could not 
Msil V be restored. 

The appearance of the red-coats aroused once more 
the riotous propensities and indignatioii of these cham- 
pions of injured innocence. The attempt to dispossess 
them of that spot op which they had conquered» was 
promptly resented. — A violent scuffle ensued-^severc 
contusions were the consequence ; and had it not been 
for the active interference of the frigate's officers in quell- 
ing the tumult, and the moderation of those who had 
arms in their hands, the capture of the ring-leaders would 
probably not have been effected without the loss of valu- 
able life. 

The stage was now deserted. Every.actor had fled blh 
though * the avengers of bioo4 bad been behind them.' 
The simple-hearted sons of the sea were, by their own 
act, thus deprived of the Farce. But it could not be said 
they were disappointed. Every man likes to be the hero 
of his own tale ; and the tars had concluded the evening 
con nimore by a tragic entertainment, in which they con- 
gratulated themselves on having figured, very coospicu- 
ously, as the principal perfonners. 

Indeed, after all was over, Sir Harry, whilst shaking 
hands with poor Burton, and welcoming his return, re 
marked — 

<<This affray should be a lesson to him hereafler," add- 
ing, with a laugh, <' that the Florals were too much ot 
amateurs to be trusted in a theatre, lest they should abaiv 
don the service, and take to the stage." 
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, CHAPTER XVL 

THIN POTATIONS. 

,1 am ibr 9II waters. 

Shikspbakk. 

On the evening of the second day after their departurej 
the veteran and his party arrived at their destination, an^ 
surrendering themselves to the pilotage of the post-boyi 
were set down at the Plough Inn, whichj, at that day» wa^ 
as remarkable fpr being the resort of the most distiD- 
guished company, as for the exorbitancy of it6 charges. 

Fatigued with travelling, the ladies, after an early sap]- 
per, retired to rest, and Tiller attended his master to th^ 
room set apart for his reception. Haying so long been 
accustomed to sleep in a cot, he felt equally as UDCom.- 
fortable on this, as on the preceding evening, in betaking 
iiimself to that, in hisi opinion, highly objectionable dor- 
mitory — a four-post bed ; wondering once more how be 
could be so silly, or Tiller so stupid, as not to have 
stowed away 9 spare cot in the boot of the carri^e, so 
as to ensure him one comfort at least, despjtp of hi? 
change of residence. — Tom endeavoured to console his 
master, by assuring him, that < if he could only find out 
in the whole town half a bolt of canvas, and borrow a 
needle and palm, he would knock him up, in less than 
cight-and-forty hours, a cot and canopy fit for a nabob.' 

Reconciled, in some degree, by this assurance, and hi$ 
valeVs remark, that * these inland Hottentots understood 
nothing about the comforts of life,' he pfepared to un- 
dress himself, Tiller first carefully examining whether his 
bed was well aired, and * ranging,' as he termed it, all hlis 
master's traps and rigging for the morning. 

liike invalids in general, the old gentleman felt anxious 
have the benefit of a consultation on his health, and, 
lor want of better advice, called in that of Tiller. 

^* Wdl, Thomfus, I thinjs I feel bettejr already for tife 
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journey," said Crank, with the tone of a man who maizes 
an assertion for the purpose of sounding the sentiments 
of another. 

<< That may be, Sir," answered Tom, who had now 
removed the gaiter from his master's tender leg; <* but I 
can't say I like to see this here swelling, Sir," continued 
he, pointing to the limb which he raised for the veteran'^ 
inspection — 

^* Swelling!— aye, so there is, but there you're wrong, 
—that's all in my favour." 

<* You wem't, I take it, Sir, always that way o' think* 
Ing— partickler, when 1 had to clap on the parceling of a 
morning." 

<* Oh, but it's a good sign, for all that -^nd so would 
Mister Senna say, if he was here— he'd tell you, it waa 
leaving the upper works — " 

** Tea, Sir, but il can't be in a worse place, than in 
your floor futtocks." 

« That's as you think," said Crank ; " but I fancy 
myaalf belter already. — it must be the ohange of air — " 

<< Change of wind. Sir ?— Bless you, that can't be, sh^ 
hasn't veered a point since we started." 

On tiiis subject, Tom would have cavilled with the 
college of physicians, and despised the dictum of th^lSlie* 
teorological SoctetjT^*-*^ R *fSS T^uk nonsense,' he woulf| 
say, * to distiiiguish them, — air was wind, and wind was 
air, all the world over — ' 

** Well, never mind the wind," replied his master, ^' we 
must now take to the water — and do you have a sharp 
look-out in the morning, ^nd sound the well — ' 

« What well, Sir ?" 

<< The well, man ! where the company drink the wa^ 
ters: you must take Boots to pilot you — mind what 
you're about, and make me a full report of every thing 
on your return — I shpuldn't lijke to lose any time — so 
-I'll commence my course to-morrow," 

.In- this instance, the simple-hearted cornmodore did not 
ftand unsupported by authority. Many a votary of medi- 
cal fashion has resorted to this region of renovationi 
equally uninformed as to the medical, and sometimes con- 
tradictory properties of the different species of water. 
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issuing here Trom the bowels of ihe earlh. — Lika tlH 
be came (o drink the Cheltenliam waters, let them 
what ihey miglit ; as Antony " CBmB lo bury Ctesar, 1 
to praise liim." It is bIsh in the recollection of ihe m 
61, Iliai his visit was really unconnected with Kny 
ailment whatever — and that to liiiti auch a journey, al ill 
psriDd of the year, was more libely to be productive 
■Qjury than benctit. 

Armed with ihene impnrrecl inalruciiona, Tiller n 
alirring belimea in the nuirning, and waa seen making i 
best of hie way diiwn the Hi^h-street. conducted bj 
lad) whom he had procured for the occaHion, from amoi 
the alable boya. 

The morning was overcast, with drizzling rain, whic 
added to the advanced ^laie of the nt^aaon, occaaion 
the street to be less ibronj^ed liian usual ; but the cM 
pany was sufficiently niimf^rnuf, to render Tiller's appti 
ance more singular t>y contmsi. Hin Cktmne begait' 
display the talent and iniellijience he posseaaeil, lor tl 
pari be had undertaken, iiy puinim^ ■jui, almost aa so; 
as they set out, the localities and peculiariliea of tl 
place. 

For the benefii of auch of n«r readers as are, like Ti 
l9U unacquainted with Chehenham at that day, it may I 
cecessary to premise, that ihi* cAlebraied watering plw 
consisted of a principal -jreel, called the High-street, 
Etbout a mile in length. N"&t the centre of the town m 
situated the church, a venerable old pile, built in the foi 
of a cross, with a ileeple of proportions, so tall, aptn 
and light, that it had bplorK this period, swerved frpm i 
perpendicularity, and has since been restored, aAer 
model, strongly reminding ua of ilmt (ini<]ue. though miH 
calumniated spire in fruni i>f Langhsm Church. Tt 
stands in a church-yard, shaded by luxuriant limes, u 
iDlersected by the walks, which i^oiidurted the valeludiq 
rian to a small bridge thrown over a rivulei, beyond whio 
ihc ' well-walk,' or grand morning promenade, commei 
ces. — In the centre was the principal well, known by 1] 
name of Mother Forty's Wt-ll ; from which the wags 
(hat day used to say, the good old dame drew a^ua-fort 
Pd tbeJeft of th» well naa a piuDproom, frequented j 
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uie visitants, more particularly during damp weather, fot 
^ purpbse of partaking of the water, which was pump- 
dd Up, or conducted thither from the several springs. Be- 
yond this, the splendid promenade was continued, be- 
tween To^ 8 of noble elms, between which, at intervals, 
^re placed garden- chairs, where the delicate female or 
aickly invalid, sought shelter from the ardour of the sum- 
mer sun. The effect of th^ coup d^otilj in which so ma- 
By fashionably dressed persons were observed moving to 
fiid frOj or saliiting and conversing together in groupes, 
whilst the eye reposed on the graceful spire, closing the 
verdant vista, had always been considered peculiarly lit- 
tereating and agreeable. 

Crossing the churchyard, and leaving, as most persons 
do who repair to Cheltenham, the church itself behind 
him, he soon found himself m the well-walk, or grand 

{romenade described. And he and his companion had 
ardly passed the stile leading from the churchyard, ere 
the old sailoi's attention was attracted by the tedl stately 
trees which formed this handsome avenue. Tiller, than 
whom no dealer knew better the value of timber of this 
nature, interrupted the explanations of his loquacious 
guide, and exclaimed — 

*^ My eyes !" (by the bye, this was a favourite impre- 
cation, if it might be called by so harsh a name, in the old 
man's mouth, who always forgpt he had but one) — « My 
6yes ! there's timber for you — What trees d'ye call them 
there ?" 

'* They be elms, I reckoh," said his equerry. 

" What a sin, to see such fine timber a wasting in that 
6ort o' way — ^Why, there's tinough to lay down clinker- 
built boats for evei^ shif) in the. whole British navy." 

" Ah, thin, my ould buck, what d'ye know about the 
tiavvy? — Sure you am't after going to say, youWe a saiii- 
lor?" interrupted a voice behind him. Tiller turned 
found, to (ace this jovial railer, for such the volatile efRi- 
sion thus uttered in a broad Hibernian accent, proclaimed 
him to be. He was rather (Surprised, to find there was no 
stranger near him, except a tall, handsome young man, 
dressed in the very pink of the fashion, whose genteel 
f^xterior, and good humoured countenance^ induced him 
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lo doubt lie could be the utterer of the foregoing impe 
tinence. His new acquaialance, for the young genilemaj 
aoccned not to stand upon the ceremony of introHduction tf 
invest him with tliat title, and its accompanying privilege^ 
was determined not to leave him long in the dark as to h' 
identiiyi so renewed the atlack a la mode Irlaadaite, \ 
eiarUng this truly national inlerrogatory — 

" Sure a raal sailor wouldn't be coming to took for si 
natcr on the dry land V 

Thus reviled on a professional, and llierefore lo him^d 
Sore point, the olTcnded seunian darted on him a look Q^ 
scorn, which unfortunately betrayed Itis optical defeel 
and opened to the voluble Irishman a fresh (opic 
glad raillery and invective. 

"I say, my sea Cyclops, what's become of th* Oth4| 
day light ''. — Did you lose that in a skrimiuage at Tow 
stairs with the pressgangi or was it part of a walloppm 
at Wapping?" 

" Noi — you pya-awo — it's part of a whopping yeA 
wouldn't relish. — But tjou, never smelt powder, I warraafl 
■ — Did you ever hear — no, not yoo — did you ever hear q 
the tweinh of April 1 J 

"What Iwclft of April, my old Nestor of the deepfl 
replied he. 1 

" Why — " returned the tar, with ineffable contempt J 
" who the h — II ever heard of any other but Ihe o 
I Icnew" added he, turning round on his heel, "you nei4 
nothing more or less nor an Irish tailor." 

Tom had hardly recovered from the ofTect oi the \uA 
cuping laugh, with which he closed this mutually compn 
mentary colloquy, than he felt the tinlinnabolum of U 
ear affected by a sensalion which occasioned a, crowd d 
Juvenile reminiscences (albeit asleep for many years) l' 
awake in his mind. — This inroad on hia sensibililu 
was solely to be attributed to a strain which struck upoj 
ids organs of liearmg— in other words, an instrumsnO^ 
band in the neighbouring pump-room at this momei 
struck up the well-known country daocc, " Drops of biai 
dy — " which so tickled his eensorium, thai, to the asloi 
nishment of hia stupid guide, and his mercurial anlag^ 
niat, he placed his feet, mecbanically, in nbat Vestris AT 
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Desrville would hive termed the first position, and ex- 
claimed — 

" My precious limbs, what 's this ? Here 's a reg*lar- 
bui It-spree — why, this is almost as early as they beg^in at 
the back o'-lhe-pint.* Well, for once, I don't care if I 
have a pen'orth o' steps myself among the swells." 

Without further intimation of his intentions, tbe old 
sailor deflly trip|jed it along, and was soon lost sight of by 
his awkward guide among the gay world within. His dis* 
appointment may be easily conceived, when, instead of 
finding the company engaged in dancing and boisterous 
mirth, such as that which the reader will perceive he bad 
anticipated, from recollecting the eifect of that enlivening 
strain oh his merry acquaintances of former days, he 
discovered they were men and women all engaged in 
soliciting liquor at the hands of certain females, who sat 
like priestesses behind an altar, or rather bar, within the 
ample saloon, attended by male satellites, who continued 
pumping up with might and main the nectarious fluid, of 
which alf seemed so solicitous to partake. 

Bustling forward among the crowd, as he perceived was 
the fashion in this miniature world ; where, as in the 
grelater, every one, from the healthy, fresh-coloured Glou- 
cestershire gentleman to the bilious invalid, or tawny 
Anglo-Indian, was struggling for precedence, and eagerly 
soliciting a preference at the hands of these fair dispen- 
sers of capricious favour ; he soon cleared his way through 
an assemblage which seemed little anxious to contend with 
so rude a suitor^ aiH^halted to take breath right in front 
of a young Quakeress, who was employed in serving the 
company. 

^^ Come, come/' said Tom, rubbing his hands withevir 
dent satisfaction, as he beheld the comely girl pouring 
fVom a green bottle into a large tunr\bler, a clear liquor, 
of whose ingredients he was ignorant, though sufficiently 
well known under the refined term *' solution^^'* by ama- 
teur spa-drinkers, and chemical analyzers of the liqui<I 
on which they live — '^ Come," said he, — " it 's easy to 

^ Portsmouth Point — Celebrated for the namber of Templeii erfclMlfcy 
Christian* in modern times, to the idolatrous worship of Terpsicliofe) 
Bacchus, and Venus. 

Vol. U.— 12 
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see, there 's more nor water taken in here. Well, I '11 say 
tluzt for the old woman, I never seed her take to drink so 
early in the morning." Hire it may be doubted whether 
a fellow, who so licentiously could wag his tongue as to 
the reputation of the fair, alluded to his vnfm or his mis- 
tress. •*• But, it seems," continued he, *•* your quality may 
take their drops whenever they please." 

He was particularly struck with the singularity of the 
applications to be served, which were made, as it were, 
numerically, although sulii<*jently irregularly to puzzle him 
in endeavouriag to account to himself why the higher 
numtiers should oflen precede the less. 

« Four for me," exclaimed one. 

'^ Two this time," said a second. 

A delicate damsel preferred a petition for Three» 

A healthy, smiling votary of field sports, in a greea. 
firock coat, and equipped for the ctiace, the companion of 
the lady just mentioned, hesitatingly whispered in the fair 
Quakeress' ear : — 

" Number one, my dear, if you have it," as if convinced 
the less he had of it the better. . 

But it was the frequent applications for the contents of 
the green bottle which bewildered the fancy of old TiUer« 
and confirmed his previous suspicion that the liquor con- 
tained in it was no other than his old favourite — ffM. 
Still he was at a loss to understand, whether the number 
by which they regulated their calls had a reference to the 
persons themselves, or the number of waters to be mixed 
with their liquor. He recollected th€irf>ractice in men-of- 
war, when, if any were missing at the time the purser's 
steward served out the grog, he forfeited his call and wa: 
put down l^st in the list ; so he prudently resolved not to 
lose his, and advancing briskly up to the marble table, ap^ 
plied in his turn, archly winkings with his one eye at the 
girl, while he said, in a half whisper 

" Naked for me. Ma'am. You needn't be shy •* the 
battle wi' me." 

Here a scorbutic, bilions-looking patient applied for 
number ^176. 

At this Tiller seemed rather disconcerted, but soon 
cheered up, and muttered to himself 
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<^ Well ! I 'm glad to find they don't go so far as nx- 
water- grog." 

Whether throujgh archness or simplicity, the female 
friend complied vk ith the sailor's request,' and as the phrase 
runs in the well- walk, ^^ tipped him a drencher," giving 
him a treble dose of the mtbsion. 

Frost and thaw, — hght and darktses^, — fire and tow, 
were never surh ii reconcilable enemies as salt-water and 
the inner coats ot 1 onrs susceptible stomach. The first 
gulp went dovi n perforce — the next u as id his mouth but 
a second, ere it was expelled through his teeth, nose, and, 
it might be said, eye- lids, (tor they too glisf^tened with soil 
moisture,) with a lorce arid fury that overwhelmed all 
present with dismay, and damaged many a dress of costly 
fabric and beauteous dye. 

*' What !" said the enraged tar, his inside smarting with 
the triple saline draught, and his fury roused by the insult 
he imagined was no\i oflen cl — "A\ 1 at, ye^A^-sanctificator, 
d** ye think ] haven't had salt-water em ugh in my day, but 
I must now swallou it liere inland among, a parcel o* 
lubbers. 8ee here, you straight- haired jade — don't come 
that rig over the captain — or 1 'm do\^sed, \i you do, but 
be *11 clear the decks, and n>ake a clean sweep with his 
stick of every glass in the tap." 

Having thus vented his wrath on his fair enemy, the 
irritable va;tet made his exit, and repieiired to his master's 
bed-side to report progress. 
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CHAPTER XVir, 



CEEEMONIES. 



All fonn u fonnlet*, order orderlecf. 
Save what is opposite to Eng^nd's lOTe. 

King Jobk. 

Dyspepsia, gout, and hypochondnacisin,had chained our 
iriend Crank fast to his bed, for ten days subsequent to 
his arrival ; during which period he had not failed to learo 
from Tiller, technically^ and in due form, whether he had 
'sounded the well' — 'what water be had,'*-^ and what 
was the description of persons he had met with in bis 
cruize on their present station. 

It is neediess to say, that Tiller felt a pride m pouring 
fortb his whole confidence into the bosom of the niD 
whom, on earth, he most esteemed. But, even had he 
not been so communicative, his singular and outri debut 
' in the well-walk and pump-room exciter? general curiosity, 
as to who c( uid be, nautically s))eakir)g, ^ master aad 
owner' of so unique a being. Taciturnity never bad been 
Tiller's ybr^e. He always liked to tell his mind, but more 
particularly where the subject was agreeable ; when it 
might be easily see* thfit he was descended, by the mother's 
side, from the far-famed Andrew Marvel. There was ano- 
ther cause, though not the primary one, why the commodore 
became so rapidly an object of interest, wl.ichwas derived 
from the exuberant good feeling of the mwn towards bis 
master. This requires explanation : — since his arrival at 
Cheltenham, though not that sort of active station on 
which he was hkely to earn promotion, Crank had become 
a flag officer — not that he could appeal to Steele's list for 
his credentials, or that it had ever been notified to hun by 

* The term used on iDqairiiig the depth of water in which the lUp 
s\7ims ; or, in case of springing aleak, the quantity within her hold. 
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the secretary of the Admiralty, but that fame, the unbought 
Lerald of desert, had, through her trumpet Thomas, 
sounded his meiits, and magnified his achievements to such 
a degree, that 1 iller, and all who heard him, might have 
a^freed in their own minds, that if be were not an admiral 
he ought to be one. Tom felt, as he expressed it, that 
* among a set of inland know-nothing lubbers,' he need 
not hesitate to iiifpute to the veteran a degree of wealth 
corresponding to his accredited rank ; and to the latter 
circumstance may be attributed, m part, the very general 
disposition which was displayed to cultivate his acquaint- 
ance by the Oriental seekers of health, or the Occidental 
seekers of wealth, who may be said to constitute, almost 
exclusively, this Indian and Irish colony. 

All this kindness and care, on the part of Tiller, was 
destined to produce a harvest of annoyances to his master 
•—nor will this be a matter of surprise, when it is recol- 
lected how singular the old gentleman was in his notions: 
and turn of thinking. The first shock his nerves under- 
went originated in a circumstance for which he could not 
at all account — namely, the visit of a gentleman, staling 
himself, as appeared by his card, ^* The Master of the 
Ceremonies'' — a title which induced our old friend (who, 
like the Litchfield literary giant, would as soon have picked 
a pocket as sported a pun on another occasion) to remark 
with warmth— 

^^ Master of the ceremonies, indeed ! He seems, Tom, 
to stand upon vpry little ceremony^ in thrusting himself on 
people who want to know nothing about him." 

" No more do I, Sir," said Tiller, ** every one knows 
there 's a master — a masterVmate— and a master-at-arms ; 
— but I *m Mowed if I ever heard of such a rating afore a$! 
master o' the cerr^monte*." 

**What!" continued Crank, "shall a fellow 1 never 
saw in my life dare to intrude his acquaintance on his 
superior ? — damme, it 's downright disrespect — contempt, 
by the Lord Harry— 1 wish I only had him in blue water 
— I 'd teach him — " 

" I wish we bad. Sir, and a few more on 'em too," said 
this pattern of fidelity, who just at this moment recollected 
the practical joke played upon his susceptible stomach, by 
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the fair Quakeress at the pump-room— ^^ I wish we bad, 
Sir, we 'd teach 'em better manners." 

Crank seemed still to chew the matter over, and at 
lengfth exclaimed, like one who had just uiadehis mind up 
— " / Ul know the rights of thi? — tell the landlord 1 want 
him.;' 

Tiller perfectly concurred in opinion with his master, 
that an explanation, if not an opology, was necessary on 
the occasion ; and while he asked him whether he would 
have pea-soup to-day, in the i^ame tone of indifTerence, 
remarked that ^^ he had seen a man shot for less." 

^^ The landlord in due time appeared, and was accosted, 
on his entrance, by the invalid, who rather angrily in- 
quired — 

''What 's the meaning. Mister Landlord, of all this? 
You seem to be a strange set of fellows here : — devilish 
free ! Here 's a chap has been here three times to-day 
already, bothering me with his cards ; and, what's worse; 
damme, if, after all, the felk w bns left his name." 

"* Quite right, Sir ;" said bis host, ^^ 1 fancy you '11 find 
it all right." 

*^ All right ! What, to bother me three times a day, is 
if 1 haven't enough on my hands to swallow those doses 
every two or three hours," said Crank, pointing to the 
chimney-piece, where a formidable array of phials was 
displayed. 

^^ All right, Sir ; I fancy you '11 find he only came once, 
Sir." 

" Then why the deuce the three cards ?" 
" A mark of respect. Sir — etiquette. Sir — a card for 
yourself. Sir : and a CHrd^ 1 fancy, for each of the ladies; 
besides, Sir, it *i> his business. You know, Sir, every one 
of those card fetches him a guinea. It 's all right. Sir ; 
he gets sometimes of a merning more out of the house 
than I do, who beggared myself to build it. But it's 
quite right. Sir. If there was no Master of the ceremo- 
nies, there would be no rooms : — il no rooms there would 
be no company ; — and if there was no company there 
would be no Cheltenham," concluded this profound logi- 
cian. 
''* A guinea each ! — a guinea, humph ! I see. It 's well 
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he doesn't come oflener. Dreadful expensive place — why, 
— that's one-and- twenty guineas a week, — and if he finds 
this fellow of mine here 'twill be nearly thirty ! — and all 
for what, I should like to know ?" 

*' It 's all rii^ht. Sir/' reiterated his host ; — ''*' but you 're 
wrong, Sir ; for the three guineas are fur the season. In 
fact, Sir, it is the only payment he gets in return for the 
attention and civility he pays to the company who attend 
his rooms." 

^^ Curse his civility! What, are people who come here 
for the benefit of their health to be compelled to pay head- 
money to a d— d dancing master tor a bow and a scrape ?" 
^' It 's all right, you may depend, Sir. It 's not the only 
ceremony the gentleman contrives to master : he 's an 
excellent match maker ; and what's more. Sir,'* continued 
the innkeeper, in a significant tone, ^^ he gets partners, I 
fancy, for many young ladies for life." 

" Oh ! if that 's the case, I '11 warrant he 's hard work 
for his money : at least, if the men are as hard to please 
as I was." 

" Why, yes. Sir, if the easiest card he had to play was 
merely dropping his own at a gentleman's door, 'twould 
be all well enough ; but you may depend on it. Sir, it 's 
very hard to be always doing civil when people are not 
paid for it." 

" That 'ill do— that'll do, landlord," said Crank, while 
his host took the hmt and retired. 

" Doing civil, indeed !" continued the veteran. '* Hang 
this fellow too, I suppose he'll be sending in a lohg bill 
for his civility." 

« That he will. Sir," said Tiller ; " and if you takes mf 
advice, Sir, you 'II never take none on it, and then you 
know, Sir, he can't have the face to charge you for it. 
Better cut and run. Sir, and take one o' them there flusli- 
floor'd cottages like our own. You will have no trouble 
in going up find down ladders from one deck to another; 
besides, if you takes the water you '11 have no time to — " 
" What ?" 

Here Mrs. Crank entered, and interrupted Tom's ex- 
planation. 

'* Well, brother, I trust the chastising hand of Heaven 
has at length moderated its affliction !" 
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<^ Chastising ! What d' ye mean ? Have T broken uqr 
of the articles of war ? One would think / had just re- 
ceived three dozen, and was cast off from the grating. 
You 'd be a good friend to the master-at-arms. Talidof 
of mastera, perhaps 't was you sent that Master o' the 
oeremonies here!" 

<^ Why should you suspect any such thing ?'' nid tiie 
matron ; ^' it is the custom every where for a Master of 
the ceremonies to call, on the arrival^f a stranger-^indeed 
it 's a mark of respect " 

** Hang ail such respect when a man pays for iL Three 
guineas is too much for any one's cringing and hotifipg." 

<* Well, brother, custom is the arbiter in these cases. 
Your common sense, nor my fixed conviction of the folljr 
of comphance will not affect the question. No one cat 
feel a more consciencious disinclination to comply witk ' 
regulations originating in world ly-mindedness and disre- 
gard of religion ; but at Rome we should do as Rome 
does, otherwise you might as well be out of the world." 

<* World ! what have 1 to do with the world ? 1 'veleft 
it these ten years ; but you, who are always talking of be- 
ing above it, seem now to think of nothin^if else. Perhaps 
you mean to 8|>ort a toe at the ball, and think this fellow 
will get you a partner — the landlord tells me he *8 a great 
match-driver." 

^^ The insinuation, Captain Crank, is unworthy of both 
me and yourself; the only motive I can have in counte« 
nancing this vanity and folly, arises from an anxiety (in 
which I certainly will do you the justice to think you par- 
ticipate) that our dear, amiable girl should not feel herself 
neglected, or differently circumstanced from other young 
persons of her own rank. To that motive [ hope, with 
all your singular prejudices, you will ilo justice." 

*" Why, for the matter, or the motive, that 's neither here 
nor there ; but I will say, you always feel about my child 
as I like you to feel ; and if you were not such a jumble 
of religion and policy, perhaps [ 'd go further, and say. 
there was not a better mother breathing. So hang the ex- 
pense, — he shall have his head-money." 

Here the waiter announced that a party of ladies Trere 
in the adjoining room, who called to pay their respect.*. 
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and handed her a card, on which was written, ^^ Mrs. and 
the Misses Seiby" 

Mrs. Crank immediately lefl the room to greet her visit- 
ants, who were old acquaintances, and formerly neigh- 
hours. The interview served to revive an intimacy, which 
had for some years been suspended. With these ladies 
there was a young lady just arrived from London, whose 
delicate state of health might almost be said to heighten 
the interest, excitedly her speaking eyes, beautiful fea- 
tures, and fragile form. She was younger than the vete- 
ran's niece, by about a year, and was second daughter of 
the Earl of Normanton. Her sofl, easy manners spoke 
her gentle blood ; and her introduction into the best soci- 
ety, had eminently contributed to give the last finish to that 
which nature had rendered in all respects, save strength of 
constitution, pprfection. Mrs.Hemans, a lady about Mrs. 
Crank's own age, and aunt to Lady Helen, was now, for 
the first time, also introduced to the veteran's family. A? 
the latter were persons in ja superior walk of life, the visit 
was highly acceptable to Mrs. Crank, who did her utmost 
to detain and interest them, as well as her previous ac- 
quaintances, who were dia^nt relations of the earl. It 
may be easily conceived, thit this visit was in due time re- 
turned, and proved the commencement of an interchange 
of civilities, which, in a short lime, introduced Mrs. an«l 
Miss Crank into the better order of society ; and from this 
circumstance, and possibly from the rumoured singularity 
of the as yet unknown old admiral, many of the visitants 
of Cheltenham became introduced, and subsequently 
called on the new comers. Most were pi-ompted by curi- 
osity in making this visit ; and not a few complied with the 
wishes of others more civil or curious than themselves, in 
the expectation that it might perhaps afford them oppor- 
tunities to detect or expose the peculiarities fcr blemishes 
^ of their recently acquired acquaintance. None were with- 
out a motive : though it will be in better taste to defer the 
explanation of its nature and object, at least for the pre- 
sent : — Some were agreeably surprised by the result of 
their visit, because they found, that notwithstanding all 
thev had heard of the strange peculiarities of the commo- 
Vol. II.— 1-3 



X42 OEBBMONIES. 

^lore, whom they did not see, — that his sister-in-law wu 
an intelligent, polite lady, of a fine commanding aspect 
and person, while her daughter, by her affability and beau- 
ty, won all hearts : others were as much mortified, became 
in the polite conduct, and steady demeanour of the mother, 
or the innocent gayety of the daughter, they found nothiof 
to disparage. The younger visitants were in general so 
pleased with Emily, as not only to solicit the favour of her 
society, whenever she was at leisure, but circulated after 
their departure, so flattering a description of her beantf 
and sweetness of temper, as to create a corresponding 
wish among their acquaintances to share her agreeable so- 
ciety. It may easily, therefore, be imagined, that as she 
had already the character of a beauty, and the repute of 
being a fortune, her entrance into society was not impeded 
by any of those bars, which oppose young ladies, who can- 
not boast either of these attractions. 

The curiosity which had been awakened as to Crank, 
was soon destined to be gratified. A fine morning, and a 
slight respite from pain, at length enabled the veteran to 
appear in the well-walk, to make his observations on the 
place and company in person. Being unable to walk, be 
came in that sort of conveyance, so common at Chelten- 
harn, a wheeled-chair, which was drawni or rather pro- 
pelled by Tiller ^ abafl,' while the invalid, with a good 
humoured srnileat the singularity of the conveyance, took 
the helm in hand, and steered himself according to Tfaor 
mas's pilotage. 

Tiller, who was expert at ' cunning' crafl of every de- 
scription, and who directed the course of the veteran'^ 
chair, afforded to many considerable amusement by his 
technical language and singular deportment. 

'* Mind your port-helm," said he. " Keep the steeple 
open with the trees — there we are. Sir, — right ih mid- 
channel — steady — e — a — starboard with all. Sir." 

'* Starboard it is," echoed the commodore. 

** Starboard yet^ i' you please, Sir.*' 

'' What, still ? why, — she gripes most confoundedly, 
Thomas!" 

One or two of those, nice bilious and interestir>g look^ 
ing, gentlemen, who had taken their " second tumbler,*' 
and already experienced some squeamishness m the ab^ 
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domiaal region, seemed soddenly ^ taken aback,' as if they 
sympathized with this nautical allusion ; and were per- 
ceived as suddenly ^ altering their course.' 

^^ Gripes very much indeed," repeated the veteran. 

*^ Well, Sir," said Tiller, " we must only brail up abaft. 
— Bjit if we gripe now, what 'ill it be byne bye, when we 
come to take in our water !" 

^^ Why, yes, Thomas, we musnH bring her too much 
by the head." 

^^ I know it brought many there oftener than they wished 
to'ther morning." 

Notwithstanding the anxiety Crank had expressed, to 
betake himself to the use of the waters as speedily as pos- 
sible, he made the circuit of Mother Forty's Well without 
* shortening sail ;' and even coasted all round the adjoin- 
ing pump-room without coming once to an anchor. The 
singularity of his ap|)earance had, from the first, rendered 
him an object of very general observation. The crowd 
which surrounded his chair, with looks which simply de- 
noted their surprise, soon rather unceremoniously began 
to put questions to each other, little complimentary to 
their own delicacy, or the veteran's feelings. The smile, 
which bad become general, soon relaxed into a titter of 
laughter among the younger and n.'Ore thoughtless part of 
the cortege. This was too much for his keen sensibility 
to ridicule ; and this man, by nature bold as a lion, and 
who, through the impulse of duty or glory, would now in 
the decline of life cheerfully have run the gauntlet through 
the fire of an enemy's 'fleet, was diverted from his steady 
purpose by their rude curiosity ; and soon took to flight, 
abashed by the petty impertinence of a crowd composed 
chiefly of silly nurse-maids, and sillier children. 

Tiller, in compliance with the commodore's commands 
*^ to put about, and make all possible sail on the craft," 
whirled him along in silence at a rapid rate — the veteran 
shaping his course homeward, vowing that " he would 
rather at once be d— d than stared to death." 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

I9EW CHARACTERS. , 

A yoaog unmarried man, with a good name 
And fortune, ha« an awkward part to play ; 
For good society is bat a game. 

Btroh. 

The good people of Cbeltenham, but more particularlj 
that part of its female population, consistihg of yoong 
ladies who had hands and hearts to give away, or moth^ 
who had marriageable daughters to dispose of, was, about 
tliis time, put into that agreeable sort of excitation, bo 
often the result' at watering-places, of the appearance 
among them of a new face with the repute of a laige 
fortune. 

Having mentioned the class of persons likely to be li^ 
fected by this arrival, it will be easily conjectured, that the 
individual now about to be introduced wan a hero, nttt 
heroine. 

Independently of the courtesy, which permits writers of 
novels to dub, with the title of hero, the principal person- 
ages who figure in their mimic drama, this new male ac- 
quaintance had other more legitimate claims to that title, 
lie was an officer just returned from our army in Indis. 
in which he had d)6tinfi[uished himself, and obtained a ma- 
jority at a rather unusually early period of service. Bui 
these objects were considered as of comparatively small j 
importance, by the brifi^ht eyes of Cheltenham, when put 
in the scale with other qualifications be possessed, to con- . 
ciliate the favour of both young and old. He was young I 
and handsoine — and through the preference of a deceased 
friend, altogether unconnected with him by family, wbo, 
being childless, had left him his heir, solely on condition 
that he should adopt his name ; he was rich, and sported 
all the attributes of wealth, which were in themselves aaf- 
hcieni to render him a favourite with the fiK^niors of the 
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Among^ other subjects of conversation introduced, when 
Mrs. Crank and her daughter last called on Mrs. Selby, 
the wealthy young major was mentioned. 

** Have you, Mrs. Crank," said the latter, ** seen our 
last arrival from India ?" 

** No," replied Mrs. Crank, very unafiectedly, ** I never 
read that part of the papers — not, to my knowledge, hav- 
ing either acquaintance or relative in that quarter of the 
globe." 

** Answered with precision, and to the very letter, — I 
protest!" said Mrs. Selby — ''you speak, as Shakspeare 
would have said, * by the card.' " 

** Oh, Ma means," said the eldest of the young ladies, 
^^ the late -arrival at Cheltenham— You know Uie gray 
horses and handsome curricle." 

Here a matter-of-fact lady present could not refrain 
from laughing, while she inquired — ■ 

** Why such things should be brought from such a dis- 
tance — have we not better here ?" said she. 

" Oh, you mean, child, better curricles and horses-^ 
True — but the arrival 1 mean, is the major who drives that 
handsome equipage — and whom you might have seen- 
yesterday, parading between turnpike and turnpike." 

Their visitants, not yet appearing to recognise, from 
this description, the gentleman alluded to, the younger of 
the Selbys simperingly remarked — 

** Oh, Major Hervey — the handsome major — he danced 
with Lady Helen at the rooms, the other night." 

" Yes," said Mrs. Selby, looking significantly at the 
senior lady of the party ; ^^ he 's considered quite a catch 
-^-already he goes by the name of the young nabob — we 
shall have all the girls cocking their caps at him." 

** A nabob," said Emily, inquisitively, *' I always under- 
stood nabobs were a sort of eastern princes — rich old men." 

*' Aye, but here 's a young one," remarked Miss Selby.- 

^^ Yes, and extremely handsome, too," said her sister. 
^* Why, mama, he doesn't look as if he was much burnt 
with the sun." 

Here the lady's mother observed, "he was a little 
tiark, to be sure — but you know dark men are always con- 
sidered the handsomest." 

13* 
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^' I don't think I should he afraid to go out mjuffi^ 
my uncle, next season," said the younger, ^^ only those 
shocking coitps de soleU.'** 

Here her mother interrupted her volubility, remtrking, 
— ^^ No, Maria, there 's no necessity for such haste ehfaer 
— I hope, my love, there is better fortune for you in store." 

This conversation was interrupted by Mrs. Selhy ac- 
quainting her friend, they were preparing to go.to tbe 
rooms the succeeding night, and asking her if she intend' 
ed to be present. 

Mrs. Crank, under other circumstances, would fasTe 
declined this invitation, as unsuitable to her serious habita 
— Tho terms, however, in which the major had been meO" 
tioned, and the very little probability of his being intro- 
duced to her daughter, by a lady who already set ber 
heart on him for her own, decided her wavering resolo- 
tion, and determined her ^ to walk in the ways of vanity' 
for once, and accompany her daughter. 

The wished for ni^ht approached ; the Selbys were 
early in the (le)d, and appeared, as far as ornament and 
expense were concerned, to have spared no pains in 
heightening tlieir attractions ; forming a striking contrast 
with the graceful simplicity of Emily's attire, who now 
joined them. Mrs. Crank remarked, with no small plea- 
sure, the sensation created in the room on their entrance. 
Possibly she did not attribute it entirely to the charmi of 
her daughter, while the cordiality of the Selbys experi- | 
cnced some drawback, probably from certain twinges in 
the region of the spleen, at witnessing how little nature 
lefl for art to accomplish in embellishing their young friend. 

At that unrefined period of our history, we are ashamed 
to confess, tJie most eletrant society of the day had so 
little taste as not to feel itself at all degraded, by applying 
themselves to those rude, those wholesome exerciseB, 
commonly yclept * country dances ; and from the motley 
assembly of demi fortunes, and fashionables at Chelten- 
ham, to the first nobility of the metropohs, and even the 
heiresis of these realms, young persons constantly amused 
themselves in a pastime, which would now be considered 
derogatory to the delicacy of tbe veriest grUeUe^ or man- 
^ua-maker, who weekly quadrilles it at Brewer-street rooniE. 
But such is ever tbe uiiacco\iw\.^\Q^Oe\^\v&^^ of fashion. 
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During th6 proDMiiide, wbteh iiimAf precedes the for- 
mation of the ^^,BetB/' their party wai jomd bf the mas- 
ter of the ceremonies : and Mrs. Crank, by that affability 
which she wae always able to assome, so fkr recommended 
herself, that he felt animated by a wish to obtain for her 
daughter, what he termed '^ a desirable partner.*' 

The lady expressed her gratitude for his kind intention, 
which, she admitted, was the more necessary, as they 
were quite strangers at Cheltenham. She subsequently, 
however, availed herself of the distinction he had drawn as 
to a ^^ desirable partner,*' and begged he would be parti- 
cular in his selection, as there were but too many adven- 
turers to be found in all public places. 

During this short conversation, the eyes of Mrs. Selby 
and her daughter were involuntarily turned to the entrance 
door, as though in expectation of some valued acquisition 
to their party. Mrs. Crank could not avoid witnessing 
this anxiety ; nor was she destined to hesitate long as to 
its object ; for soon after the star of the ascendant made 
its appearance, and the hero of the Indies and ingots en- 
tered the ball-room, accompanied by one of those obse- 
quious servants out of livery, whose assiduities are consi- 
dered to be more than rapid, by the fleeting favour of the 
hour, and a general invitation to dinner, of which he never 
failed to avail himself. In fact the latter was of that re- 
spectable class of ephemeral insects, ever seen basking in 
the sunshine, denominated led-captains. 

The Major, after having surveyed the room much in 
the manner of an eastern sultan, accustomed to the cere- 
monial of the handkerchief, his subsequent conviction ac- 
corded with his first impression on entering the room ; 
and repairing immediately to the master of the ceremonies^ 
he turned the conversation on Emily, and begged to be 
introduced. Although the Major, like all other Indians, 
was a victim to the Lassitude so inse|>arable from a resi- 
dence in an enervating climate, he had determined to 
brave all the hazards resulting from such an application, 
even though, as he expressed it, ^* condemned to dance,*' 
rather than forego the pleasure he expected to reap from 
an intercourse with one who realized all the fabled loveli- 
ness of an eastern Ilouri. A proposition so in unison 
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¥nth his own predetennitiation, as well as with this s^i^ 
ments and wishes of some of. the parties interested, was 
not long in abeyanee : suffice it to say, that the Mi^r 
was introduced to Emily. What was his success during 
the evening, or in bis subsequent endeavours to render 
himself acceptable in her eyes, will be with greater pro* 
priety reserved for future details. ' 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Palataff. Thon dost give me Satteriiig busses. 
Do//. By my troth, I kiss thee with a most constant heart! 
Fal. I am old, I am old. 

Doll, I love thee better, than I love e'er a scurvy young boy of them aB. 
Fal, What stuff wilt thon have a kirtle-of ? I shall receive money oi' 
Thursday. Thou shall have a cap to-morrow* 

Henrt IV. 

It may be presumed, from the urgency with which Staunch 
summoned Burton's services, he had little leisure to pine 
in moping melancholy : both his superiors having deter- 
mined, it would be very desirable he should be kept as 
busily occupied as possible, in order to counteract that 
depression of spirit, which they^witnessed with so much 
concern. The various duties attendant on fitting out-^ 
comprising ' dock-yard duty' — ' taking the guard' — * an- 
swering signals' — the monotonous return of delivering the 
* daily progress at the Admiral's office,' all devolved upon 
the languid lover ; whose spirits must have proved une- 
qual to the task, had he not been cruelly, as he thought, 
but humanely, as his friends believed, spurred on to more 
than ordinary exertions by their joint contrivance. 

Their new ship had been now reported ready for seaV 
and an air of agitation, — an undefinable tumultuous feeK 
ing in and about the brig, seemed to betoken her proba* 
Ble departure, with something of the same certainty which- 
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rnddces a sailor to foretel the approach of stormy weather, 
from its agitated precursor—- the * gfround sweU.' 

Nor are these symptoms confined to terrestrial indica- 
tions only — for, as in the observation of natural phenom- 
ena, the sailor w wont to look to the sky, in order ta 
fortify his specnlations discernible from the movements of 
cdestial bodies, including the sign ^ Virgo^' occstSionally 
terminating in ^ Scorpio^^ Which as clearly foretel a certain 
moral phenomenon. 

Have you ever, reader, seen a pay-day on board a man- 
of-war ?— 

If not, — though you may have reached the sources of 
the long undiscovered Nile, or slaked your thirst despite 
of the Guardian Dragons, at the fabled fountain from 
whence the mighty iNrger begins its course across the 
thirsty waste of Africa ; — though, with praise- worthy cu- 
riosity, you may have climbed by star-light the snow-clad 
heights, and dared the fearful avalanches of Mont Blanc, 
to witness from its sammit the awful glory of the rising 
sun ; — or gasped for breath, in the dangerously-attenuated 
atmosphere of the loflier Andes, or Himaleyan range, you 
may console your ambition of novelty by the reflection 
that there is something yet to be seen ; and that the 
kingly sage laboured under a very erroneous impression, 
when he exclaimed 

'* There is nothing new under the tun." 

*Tis true, Tarshish, in Solomon's day, was but a paltry 
type of Portsmouth or Plymouth, in ours : and his boasted 
ships were mere '* jolly boats** to our *^ first rates.*' — 
The error may therefore be venial in him ; but fall not, 
curious friend, into the same mistake ; but hie thee to 
Spithead or Plymouth Sound, the first time a pay-flag is 
seen flying at the mast-head of any of our ships of war : 
and, if not instructed by the wily sagacity displayed by the 
arch enemies of poor Christian saih*s, — 

*< Ddler^hould'it i}^ be tiban the fat weed, 
That roti itself in ease on Lethe's wharf," 

not to be highly amused at the ana^fteity and gullibility of 
their ill-fated customers^- the aona of the ocean. 



During the week previous to pay-day a wonderful ref<k=r 
lution is observed to take place in as to the future — so 
there are certain indications the feelings and conduct of a 
large portion of his majesty's profit-loving lieges — ^bearded 
and beardless^ The fair residents of the place assume a 
gentleness of manner and a decorous propriety altogether 
inconsistent with the usual attributes of this class of the 
softer sex. A kind and affectionate intercourse is obK 
served to subsist between couples in every berth, and on 
every hatchway throughout the ship's decks. — '^he soft 
syren, who, on her first embarkation, through delicacy 
had *' never told her love,' or given other proof of affec- 
tion to her swain, than those striking evidences of a pug- 
nacious spirit, discernible in the scratched cheek or 
blackened eyes of her spouse, is now seen the live-long 
day sitting in amorous fondness with her rugged-muzzled 
swain on the fore bitts, or lolling on the combings of the 
hatchways, innocently twisting round her fingers those long 
love-locks, the cherished ornament of pour Jack^ who be- 
lieves her often- plighted oath, that — ^* he is the only man 
she ever could love." 

Thus the war-worn son of ocean, simply wondering at 
the change, dissolves in dreams of love, and forgets all his 
toils, as Hercules did his labours, in the soft lap of a Bri- 
tish Amazon. 

Such are the celestial signs from whence it may be in- 
ferred that an important revolution in the posture of af- 
fairs is likely to take place. 

But these portends are not confined to the fair afloat. 
Light breaks in from various quarters. — A tone of civility 
and kindness is assumed by persons previously strangers 
to both. The watermen are all on the alert. Not a bum- 
boatwoman in the place neglects to make her way along- 
side the ship, and armed with a letter of introduction, or 
tlie more dangerous artillery of the eyes of a handsome 
young niece or daughter, who never fsiiis, on such occa- 
sions, to accompany her, endeavours, with many a smirk- 
ing contortion of face, to gain the officers' permission to 
attend the ship on the wished-for day. 

But the most certain indications of the near approach 
of this most auspicious period are discernible fi-om Hm 



PAY-1>AX. 151 

£^dact and demeanour of the ancient people of Israel. 
This cunning tribe, with unerring certainty, are able to 
fix the dato of the payment of any ship, through the me* 
dium of agents in London, or persons in public offices, 
into whose confidence they never fail to worm themselves. 
Indeed it may be said, that such is their sagacity, that they 
are in possession of this valuable, and to them important, 
secret, much earlier than the ship^s commander, or any 
officer under him. 

For about a week previously these equivocal indication^ 
of respect and civility from the Jewish tribe, had been 
witnessed by all the officers of the Spitfire. And here it 
is remarkable, that in proportion as these were heaped 
upon the brig's officers, those of the Flora^ (the last ship 
paid^) and from whom, therefore, there was neither profit 
nor advantage to be expected, were treated with the 
utmost surliness and contemptuous indifiference by these 
arch hypocrites ; though formerly, in their turn, assailed 
foy the same obsequiousness, artifice, and cajolery, as had 
been practised on Staunch and his officers. 

* Two bells' of the forenoon watch had been struck, 
and Burton, now late with the * report of guard,' was 
making his way from the ^ admirars hard,' to the office, 
when he was interrupted in his progress by a shoal of 
these sharks, who fawningly addressed him, and 

" Bending In\r, and in a bondsman's key, ** 

solicited his permission to be allowed to come on board, 
the day next but one ; the first positive intimation, by-the- 
i)y, which he had heard that the ship was then to be paid. 

The applicants were so numerous, and yet the forms of 
application so similar, that a specimen or two would al- 
most suffice for the whole tribe. 

" Cot bless you, Captainsh,'.' said a rabbi, of the first 
class, — and here, let it be observed, that, on this auspicious 
occasion, as well as on the accession of a new monarch 
to the throne, a very general promotion takes place^ 
throughout the navy — particularly among the lieutenant^ 
who are all dubbed captains* — ^^ Cot bless you, Captainsh . 
— ^it dosb my heartsh cood to she yoq — Phatch can I do 
(or you to sherye you or shave you expenshe ?" 
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<' Nothkig, my good man,'' said Burton, whose huii; 
induced him to be peremptory, in declining this question- 
able civility. He had little reason to congratulate him- 
self upon his success in shaking off this obsequious fol- 
lower, — another more eager than his fellow thrust the card 
of his shop into his hand, and begged permission to be 
allowed to serve tlie ship's company with slops. 

Endeavouring to clear Scylla, he tumbled into Charyb- 
des ; for a bolder specimen of the tribe, seizing him by the 
arrh, with marked anxiety, also presented his card, swear- 
ing — *^ Sho elp, my Cotsh, I av it in niy poursh to shanre 
the shemen, full shizty pur sbent. sheeper till any von ekh 
in de drade." 

^^ Exshept me," said a fourth, whose card wasasreadj 
as his contradiction, — ^^ I alvays sharves dis sfaentk^m. 
Don't I, mahuns ke poora ?" 

^^ Damn your hunts ; don't hunt me ; I 'm too busy to 
jabber Hebrew to you," said the lieutenant, who, in en- 
deavouring to disengage himself from the enemy on the 
right, was assailed by a solicitation of a more insidious 
nature from a portly rich Israelite, who, eying his tarnished 
epaulette, imagined he had a suitable bait in reserve ; and 
catching him by the collar of the coat, whispered, in t 
tone of more seductive soilness than is usually the attri- 
bute of his nation : — 

^^ Letsh me makesh you a preshent of an epeletsb.— 
I 'vG cot such a nische on — 'T will fit you to a hairsh — 
veersteans du ma buns ?" 

Assailed as Burton's virtue was on all hands, the reader 
will perhaps sympathize with him in the feeling which 
prompted him, when at length liberated, to exclaim — the 
Lord be praised ! 

When the mere preparations for pay-day were in them- 
selves so formidable, the reader will only think it a proof 
of becoming modesty in us to decline that which must be a 
very inadequate attempt to depict the turmoil, bustle, and 
uproar which characterized the proceedings of the day 
antecedent to the Spitfire^ a going to sea ; or, what would be 
still more difficult, the passions and prejudices, on the one 
hand, and utter want of principle or decorum, on the 
other, elicited during this conflict of interests. Suffice H 
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to say, that Btirton found the prophecy of the sapient 
Igraelite fulfilled. On the day mentioned, the pay-fla^' 
waB hoisted — the commissioners came on board — the 
teamen's accounts were overhautod and adjusted. The 
debtors, both male and female, crowded the deck, which 
presented a scene like an eastern bazaar — the spaces 
between the guns being occupied as ^* stands*' by the dif- 
ferent firms of Moses, — Levi, — Jones,— Aaron, — Mor- 
decai, — and Solomons, the remnants of their ouloai^t 
tribes ; — and the refuse of ages. 

Until sunset of that day, this marine fair was kept up 
with surprising spirit, despite of the constant interruptioTi> 
occasioned by the shoals of Jews and Jewesses, who were 
not included in the permission to come on boards attempt- 
ing to force their way through the port-hole», or carry her 
deck by storm. The "young gentlemen'* of tjje phip 
having fatigued themselves to surfeit, in administering! 
scalding hot pea-soup to their Jewish inVaders by moanr 
of the ship's fire engine, or heaving wads, and sometimes 
cold shot, into the boats that came perforce alon^r-side. 
Nor was it Until the Jacks had s^ot rid of almost all their 
paper, and the Jews of their " slops^^'* m which, strange to 
say, is always included a large quantity of ardent spirits, 
thai "our peoplish'* collected their eftects, and retiirne'l 
on shore to calculate their profits. The ladies, too, " ri^ 
ged out" in finery, hi^fhiy creditable to the taste of tlitir 
lovers (the substantial pledges of that constancy wbirli 
these turtles had reciprocally sworn to e»(*h other), aftei- 
whining, blubhering. and hugging, in proportion to the 
pin-money, or the liberal provision made for present and 
future wants by their indulgent spouses ; sobbed affccHonatv 
adieus, and were seen retiring in the boats — *• waving their 
lily bands ;" while a few others, disapfiointed in their 
extravagant expectations, forgot their plighted love in their 
wrongs ; and very significnntly imtiiersed their digits in 
the sea, and devoutly thanked heaven — they iiad ^^ well 
washed their hands of the shabby con9arn." 

Though it may l>e fairly inferred that irregularity and 
inebriety were among the consequences of a scetie like 
tiiis, by day- break rlext morning, the utmost order and 

Vol. II.— 14 
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propriety were observable in every department on board": 
and before ^^ piping to breakfast/' the Spitfire was diseo- 
vered, under a heavy press of canvass, stretching down 
Channel with a favourable breeze. 



CHAPTER XX. 

DEVOUT LOVERS. 

And then there are snch thin^ at loYe-diviae, 
Bright and immacalate, unmixed and pure, 
•Such a« the angels think so very fine ; 
And matrons, who would be do less secure, 
Platonic, perfect. Btrok. 

Crank no sooner found himself able to navigate his 
ship about Cheltenham, as he termed the wheol-chair, 
than he employed himself, jointly with Tiller, to procure 
for his family a house, in which he might be bis own roas- 
ter, and less exposed to the intrusion of strangers. The 
environs of this delightful place abound with small de- 
tached villas and rural boxes, amid gardens and planta- 
tions ; which, to suit the convenience of the ever-changing 
population of the place, are let or hiredy ready furnished. 
He was not long in obtaining the accommodation he 
required ; and having discharged the enormous bill con- 
tracted during their stay at the inn, his coxswain received 
orders to shift bis flag to Chirence Lodge ; with which the 
latter very ^'ladly complied, being almost as tired of run- 
ning up and down stairs at his time of life, as his superior 
was of the noise and bustle qf an hotel. Here, too^ Mrs. 
Crank's genius was more at liberty to display itself; and 
she soon found herself, as most persons will, who can 
afford to entertain their friends, surrounded by a considera- 
ble party, or knot of persons, whose habits of thinking and 
acting were more congenial to her taste, than to that of 
the fastidious commodore. Among thoae^ whose mom- 
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ing calls or attendance at her serious soirees were most 
frequent^ was a preacher of some celebrity in the neigh- 
bourhood — at the foot of whose pulpit she almost every 
evening sat, to examine his doctrine, or profit by his 
precepts. 

lie was a man by no means in extremes, and corpo- 
really, mentally, and in his circumstances, was destined to 
feel the full value of the happy mean. In age he was 
about five-and-forty — and while others, at tliis period of 
life, generally put on flesh, he, whether from personal 
mortification (though such is not, happily, the practice 
with divines since our separation from the Church of 
Rome), or from severe application to study, and the du- 
ties of his station, exhibited no inclination to obesity of 
figure. 

It ha^ already been observed, that Mrs. Crank, though 
verging into the wane of life, was still possessed of many 
attractions, more particularly in the eyes of a man, who, 
as regarded society; might be said to have ^^ sprung from 
the ranks." It may be safely affirmed, that the attentions 
of men in a more exalted rank are proportionably agreea- 
ble to women ; by a pardonable analogous reasoning, it 
may be also inferred, they must be influenced by the defer- 
ence or homage of men in dignified station. The poet 
saith-^" A saint in crape is twice a saint in lawn.*' To 
tliia feeling, therefore, may perhaps be traced the effect 
produced by the deferential preference and marked homage 
of the eye, which this sanctified personage knew so well 
how to launch with effect at a particular individual in his 
congregation, from the elevated station he filled in the 
execution of his high calling. His address consisted in 
pointing these attentions with so much delicacy and 
caution, that they were scarcely detectable by indifferent 
persons, and only revealed by imperceptible df.grees to 
the fair victim intended to BS fascinated by the bland per- 
suasion of his oratory, and the mute eloquence of his eye. 

As the preacher possessed a considerable share of both 
these powerful engines of influence, he became soon so 
great a favourite, through the joint influence of his 
harangue and his obsequiousness, that he had established 
himself rapidly on a footing of familiarity and confidence 
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at ClareriCe Lodge, with all save t}ip veteran and his cox- 
swain, from which lie already augured the most favouraye 
results. Nor must it be concealed in candour, that tlie 
fair one, though not of the tenderest age, nor of a disposi- 
tion the most susceptible.ofisoft impressions, could not but 
acknowledge to herself, that, whether from his doctrinal 
purity as a minister, or from his prepossessing qualities as 
a man, he was fast gainfhg on her good opinion; if not 
likely to supplant very soon the only person who, for the 
present, could be consider^ to stand in his way. 

The reader will not be surprised to find that, in this in- 
stance, as in others of a similar nature, ^ things went oi^ 
switnmingly,' and that Doctor Styles, while ruminating in 
secret, or canvassing with himself, the pure principles of 
platonism, was already up to the ears in love ; and ahnost 
drowned ere he could persuade himself he was out of bis 
.depth. But here the reverend (for these people have the 
arrogance to usurp that title) Doctor, it appeared, ventured 
to found the structure of his hopes upon a foundation too 
frail to resist the efiect of coming iu collision with so stronf 
a mind as that of Mrs. Crank. She viewed this nonde<- 
script passion in a very different light from that in which 
her reverend friend could fain have represented it. She 
considered platonic affection as a trap for the young and 
unwary. The dangers to be apprehended from an indul- 
gence in a feeling so romantic were occasionally ttie theme 
of her powers of description ; and she had o(\en closed the 
pretty mouth of many a fond fair one in a female coterie, 
by an observation, in which her terror of the passion was 
condensed in the form of an instructive apothegm — 
namely, that she suspected this insubstantial airy nothing, 
called platonic love, was too often the parent of substan- 
tial platonic children. 

With a degree of tact, which showed him to be initiated 
in the arcana of human nature, and the sinuosities of 
sentiment, the reverend gentleman changed his ground, 
and assailed her by abject flattery, and the most unequivo- 
cal expression of preference. He often contrrved to turn 
their discourse on the solid satisfaction and purer happi- 
ness which religious couples must derive irom a uniiHi to 
which they were prqmpted by other an4 higher PH^ive^ 
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than those which actuated mere ^^outer-court wor- 
shippers,** as he chose to denominate those who did not 
con£>rm to the exclusively-saving^ principles he professed. 
Attacked at every salient angle, the female fortification 
insensibly began to testify the besieger's power ; the out- 
works were curried in succession ; and although there 
was no probability of a sucj^ender at discretion, the wily 
assailant had already calculated^with Kktiself the terms of 
capitulation . 



CHAPTER XXI. 

AMATIVENESS, 

. But, oh, the curse of wishiDg to be g;reat ; 
Dazzled with hc'pe, we cannot see the cheat. 

Juvenal. 

A modest hope — but modesty H my forte. 

Btrok. 

The reverse of the sailor's adage, " after a storm cornea 
a calm/' is equally true as the adage itself. Every thing 
had hitherto succeeded so precisely according to Mrs. 
Crank's wL^hes, that she became not only reconciled to 
the journey, but even pleased with the consequences 
which had arisen out of it. Her quiet, however, was 
destined to be invaded from a quarter she little expected 
— her bosom friend — if thus may be designated the person 
to whom we, in our embarrassment, unbosom ourselves. 

The reader is not to imagine the Dartmouth apothecary 
confined his practice solely to his country patients, or the 
professional drudgery of braying drugs in a mortar ; ai:d 
may have already perceived that Senna had calculated 
well with himself the value of a matrimonial connexion 
with the matron, and determined to obtjuin her hand ; but 
here it would seem he had reckoned \nthout his host. 
Since that lady had remarked to a ^^ band-sister," who 

i4* 
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fiad ventured to prophesy the probability of their bmom 
that the doctor had mis-read that well-known injunction 
— ^^ to set his affections on things ahov^'* and placed 
them on things above him : a mis-quotfflon which did 
not fail to elicit a gentle rebuke from her *^ soui^s compa- 
nion," who condemned this allusion, as an instance of 
the levity into which even well regulated minds were 
naturally betrayed when involved in considerations of 
^^ creature Zouc." 

This saintly scruple was parried by an assurance, which 
will readily be accredited by those who have perused the 
sketch before given of Mrs. Crank's character, •* that she 
never permitted any such earthly feeling to interpose 
between, or obscure her view of the grjeater and more 
important ends of her being." 

Of all this, however, Senna was ignorant. Ever since 
the altercation which is detailed in the chapter, entitled 
" Secret Services," where the doctor, as an equivalent 
for his concession and acquiescence, in the banishment of 
Crank from his home, obtained a promise from the lady 
of the most ^^ ample remuneration," that gentleman <devoted 
his days, and a portion of his nightly meditations to deli- 
berating on the means he possessed to ensure the fulfil- 
ment of a pledge which, though so solemnly given, was 
still so 411 defined. 

l^'o have been more intelligible, would not have suited 
the lady's purpose : yet, without his co-operation» her 
project was almost impracticable. It will be recollected, 
that she, therefore, in order to secure the doctor in her 
interests, displayed on that occasion, in addition to the 
capacity which she always possessed for the management 
of intricate matters, the address of a consummate actresi ; 
and that while Senna endeavoured to extract a more 
explicit promise as to the manner in which he was to be 
remunerated, she had parried his urgency by her afibcted 
confusion, and by expressing, in a simpering, sofl voice, 
^< her surprise at bis not perceiving that, circumstanced as 
she w{M)) delicacy must prevent her being more explicit." 

How credulous is man ! How easily gulled into be- 
lieving that which our nature or our interests prompts us 
to believe ! On this shifting sand^ had the shrewd apo- 
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thecary raised the ponderous edifice of his future fortunes ; 
for, howef er lightly others may estimate them, the fortunes 
of the humblest must be deeply interesting to himself; 
and the dexterity of bis female adversary had foiled bim 
io attempting to snatch from her, while in that embarrass- 
Ulg situation, a substantial promise of her hand in mar- 
riage, and by assailing hid vanity, had fed his hopes with 
a shadow. 

As has been said of a gifl, there is more in the manner 
of bestowing it, than in the value of the thing itself; so, 
as the promise here was rather implied than expressed, 
and might be either explained away or revoked, its value, 
in this instance, depended entirely on the artiiice and inu- 
endo which accompanied it. 

Notwithstanding all his self-love, the more he pondered 
U{K>n his situation, the more reason had he to dread, that he 
should be overmatched by his f>roud enslaver. Resolving, 
tJiereforb, to call in the aid of others, he, hke any other 
pedant, (in order to extricate himself firom his embarrass- 
ment,) had recourse to study : as if women, like the arts 
and sciences, were to be learned by bonks. Here again, 
albeit not eminently entitled to be classed with the literati^ 
he felt an embarrab^meat, uliich none can so justly appre- 
ciate as the truly learned. The wisest man of the East, 
where Wisdom herself, ^tis said, was born, has observed, 
'"• in the multitude of counsellors, there waiiteth not folly," 
and the doctor was a man who, from his egotistical habits, 
was very likely to fall into the same train of thinking ; fur 
having turned over the pages of. the ^< Polite Lj^ttlk- 
Wkiter,'' and the *^ Universal," he found no precedent 
which at all embraced the features of his case. They 
were certainly pecuhar ; even he had too much taste not 
to turn with disgust from tliose stiff- starched samples of 
amatory correspondence under the title of ^' Letters of a 
Young Gentleman to a Young Lady on their approaching 
ISuptvals.^^ Besides, neither he nor his mistress were 
comprised within the definitions. That from a ^^ middle 
aged widower" to a ^^ young widow" was equally inappli- 
cable, Senna never having been a ^^Benedic." He had 
recourse to a novel not long published, entitled '^ Rett' 
gwus Courtthip4'** — there he found a letter, but it was in 
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SO glowing a style, and savoured so much of the Canticles, 
that he might as well have taken up '^ Ovid^s Art of Love,** 
had he not known that should his plagiary be detected, 
the circumstance of Ovid's being a heathen would prove 
fatal to his own interests with Mrs. Crankr A productioD 
of a purer school was resorted to ; but even the saintly 
models in ^^ Ccelubs ij^ Seakch of a Wife," furnished 
no parallel in the present case. Two mornings had thus 
been fruitlessly wasteJ in research : on the third, in attend- 
ing a young lady far advanced in a decline, and observing 
^^ Rousseau's Eloisa" lying on the table, of which he 
knew no more than that it was a lave- book, he begged to 
borrow it, remarking privately to her mother, with a nod 
of sapiei'ice, *^that such works were eminently calculated 
to increase irritability in a mind so sentimental, and con- 
sequently accelerate the circulation of the blood in a frame 
so delicate." 

The volumes were abstracted, and to work he went. 

If he despaired of availing himself of the former au* 
thorities, the subtle, though tender ; metaphysical, though 
captivating style, of this wizard of human passion, was 
in his mind perfectly inapplicable. £loisa and Clara 
were beings of another world — sublimated creatures of 
high-wrought fancy. Mrs. Crank, though a saint, a wo- 
man of this world. Out of the three thickly printed vo- 
lumes, he contented himself with gleaning an epithet from 
each ; of which, it will he perceived, he in his letter aAer- 
wards made a very judicious use. Between " my charm- 
ing friend — Eloisa ! thou most adorable object" — and — 
*' dear partner of my soul — " his bewildered judgment 
faltered and hesitated, so long, that, as they lay before him, 
transcribed on pieces of paper, he at length determined 
that chance should decide iiis choice ; and closing his 
eyes, made a circuit thrice with his hand, and completed 
the magic rite, by Iv^-kily pricking his pen on the first. 
Baffled in procuring for himself a perfect model on which 
to construct the bark of all his matrimonial hopes, he sat 
down, taking care to exclude any possible interruption on 
the part of young Rufus, by locking the door ; and flat- 
tering himself that he felt in a generous glow of mind, 
adapted to a Cytherean composition, he commenced pen* 
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riingvi^^ finally signed, sealed, and delivered for post, the 
following draught, which, like many others, he had pro- 
fessionally prepared for his favourite patient, he endea- 
voured to render palatable to her taste, by adding quantum 
n^. of that saccharine material — flattery. 

In consequence of having filled the sheet of paper to 
repletion, it will be perceived the doctor's letter com« 
menced singularly enough, thus — 
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P. S. Private and altogether confidential. 

" Dartineuth, December 6th, 18~. 

My charming, and give me- leave to add, most inte- 
iresting friend. I had flattered myself, that ere now, I 
should have been favoured with, to me, the gratifying in- 
telligence of your safe arrival ; likewise by the assurance, 
that all symptoms of ^Ao^ complaint, or rather, let me call 
it, disease, whose consequences and effects you had so 
much reason to apprehend^ had been, if not completely 
subdued, so far abated, as to leave little reason to dread 
a relapse. 

** The object so much diasired might, perhaps, afler the 
removal of contagious materia], have been accomplished 
without leaving Oamperdown ; but consistency on your 
part as well as on my own, was at stake, and 1 therefore 
regretted we should ever have taken different views of the 
'subject. When i had, as you, my charming friend, are 
aware, already conceded many scruples, some grsins of 
indulgence was due to my anxiety to preserve professional 
character. Nor was I selfish in that anxiety, for as I am 
encouraged to hope — I approach the subject with a diffi- 
dence becoming the delicacy of the case — My langiHct 
pulse proclaims it — a look would explain all — But why 
conceal it — 'Tis due to us both to be brief— therefore I 
say, I am encouraged to hope — (I never till now knew the 
value of that word) — ^yes, to hope, that one day, and that 
— dare I anticipate reciprocity in the wish ? — may not be 
far distant^ — But, oh, words! words! — how inadequate 
is laniruage to express a desire^ not more delicately enter- 
tained than ardently felt — ^yes, those only who have suf- 
fered themi can tell the unhappy moments of hesitative 
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uncertainty, which attend the formation of a resolution to 
declare the sentiments of affection. 

^^ Have I not always devoted myself to your wishes ?^ 
and though I have^ therefore, made considerable sacrifices, 
they are of no value in the account, when set oJBT against 
the sum total of happiness yet in store for him, who, 
wliile he acknowledges himself unworthy of so great au 
honour, yet aspires to nothing less than your plighted hand, 
and your charming person. 

*''• 1 have, on this subject, thought much : thoroughly 
analyzed every feeling — dissected my heart ; for, let me 
not disguise through false delicacy, that ever since your 
pledge^ I have looked upon you as my better half — oay, 
the dear partner of my soul. In these anxious delibera- 
tions, my adored friend will find, I have consulted her in- 
terests more than my own. 

'^ You are aware how ill it would consort with my repu- 
tation, professionally, to absent myself for any length of 
time from the shop my practice here. I am, however, 
disposed to concede in this instance, as well from notions 
of delicacy, as to show you- how much f consult your 
wishes on all occasions — and shall propose, in order to 
avoid all the inconvenient bustle of preparation, and im- 
pertinent curiosity of strangers and others on the subject 
of our approaching nuptials, if once they were announced 
in the neighbourhood as fixed, that as you are now at 
Cheltenham, this important matter might be concluded 
both with greater propriety, convenience, and, let me add, 
privacy there^ than at our own residence, by my running 
over to you a couple of days, for I fear, however ardent 
my desire to prolong my stay, the calls of a female patient 
far gone, and by whom I am retained, will preclude the 
possibility of my extending my visit longer than to con- 
summate my happiness, and merge in the dear privileges 
of a husband, all those delicate feelings of friendship 
which have so long subsisted between you and 

" Your devoted, 
'^ Saxuel Senna. 

^^ N. B. Having obtained a frank for the day firom my 
kind fi-iend the member for Totness, and being barely in 
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ime for the post, I trust you will excuse the hurried and 
ilovenly style of my communication ; but where feeling 
s'correct, form may be dispensed with." 

The irritation which the receipt of this extraordinary effu- 
sion occasioned in the lady's mind may be easily conceived 
by the reader, who is already aware of the haughty cha- 
racter the doctor had to deal with. The dose was so far 
from being palatable, that she flung the letter in the fire^ 
and determined, as the best way to show her contempt for 
its author, not to condescend a reply. 



CHAPTER XXir. 



THE CHASE. 



"A ship in sight !" with joy the tare mnke sail, 
And spread the beUjing canvass to the gale. 

Moore: 

Love and glory are known to go hand in hand : and 
even our engrossing predilections for female society must. 
not be suffered to divest iis of all anxiety for the fate or 
fortunes of our friends a^oat. 

Some days had elapsed af>er the departure of Staunch's 
new vessel from Plymouth Sound, to take up' her station 
off the port of Bourdeaux, ere any thing occurred worthy 
of particular notice. On the morning of the day alluded 
to, there had been a good deal of sea running, and, for this 
precise reason, the captain had, contrary to the general 
custom of the service, selected this opportunity for exer- 
cising the ship's company at the great guns, so as to inure 
them to the difficulties of this service under such circum- 
stances. During the time the people were at dinner, 
which on board well regulated ships of war, occupies an 
hour and a half, Staunch was absent from deck. The fair 
reader will perhaps be inquisitive to learn how the gallant 
commander of the brig was just now occupied. 
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Considering the sharp appelite whicJi tlio keen sea an 
imparts, they will not be surprised to liaar that he aai alow 
muring deeply, and ever anil anon devouring Bacon, nbicli 
lay invitingly on the table before him. Not that our fair 
t'rienda are to unilerftautl that ho waa churlialily pampering 
his mortal part with a tit bit of that swine's llesh, whose 
I'slish is so agreeable even to thennaelvea, when pUeecl 
on the breakfast- table in the form of ham. No — bis wu 
a regale of the mind : and be was departing bis immortal 
part with a slice of intellectual food Iroin that Bacnn, 
whose quaint esitays have laid down, with admirable per- 
spicuity, and wiib the happiest illustration, the great aad 
original land-marks of true practical philosuphy. 

It is to be remarked, ibat every man ia more or lees pm 
fcasioDal in his reading i and thus it liajipened in the 
present instance, that although Lord Bacon was an equit; 
lawyer of great knowledge and ability, for which reasous 
be might be supposed never by accident to have dropped 
any thing in his writings encouraging the practice of il 
vading, and possessing ct ef armis, the properly ofothel 
Staunch waa agreeably surprised, in the midst of A 
reverie, by meeting with the foUpwin^ passage, wiiirih 8 
thought peculiarly iipplicabie (o his own situation 
pursuits in ItJe. He now, for the second time, 
aloud the extract — 

" It cannot be denied, but outward accidents ci 
much to fortune, but chiefly the mould of a man's I 
is in his own bands — ' Faber quia^ue forttina i 
Ibereforo, if a man look sharply and attentively, be i 
see forlune ; for though she be blind, yet she 

" Well !" exclaimed Staunch. " since ever ! embrac 
the profession, that has been my own opinion. 
now that I lind that 1 am backed in it by so great an 
Iborily, I 'II sbipe my course according to bis chart ; 
my whole Btudy shall be to conquer fortune, la 
instance, or under no circumstances, will 1 relnit my fl 
ertion, but hitelbe falcon, whose eyeneier shrinks, wbt' 
wing never tires the live-long day, or the forest king * 
wakes throughout the night to sur[irise bis slumheR 
prey. I 'II weary out the reluctant goddess by aseiduitv * 
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{perseverance until she fulfils my wish, and crowns my en- 
dearours to saccess. ' ' 

So spoke Staunch ; fully resolved to be as good as his 
word, without taking it into consideration, that resolutions 
of this kind were frequently as futile, as predictions re- 
specting the weather : and that often the blindest buz- 
zards in the service have been more favoured by fortune 
in acquiring prize money, than the most expert professors 
of piratical warfare. 

It had been always his practice, when cruizing, to keep 
the Spitfire^ and other vessels he had previously com- 
manded, under as low sail as possibly convenient. To 
this precaution he was prompted by having observed, that 
the loHty canvass invariably carried by American merchant- 
men, when availing themselves of a favouraUle wind, 
placed them under the disadvantage of being discerned 
by him, at a much greater distance than he could have 
been descried by them, in consequence of adopting this 
caution. 

Under this sort of depressed sail, when about sixty miles 
off the port of Bourdeaux, the wind blowing rather fresh 
from the westward, Staunch was summoned from his 
studies below, by a welcome intimation from the mast- 
head, tliat a strange sail was seen on the lee-bow> 

'* Point to her," said the officer of the wAch, placing 
his glass on the binnacle- head, as he brought the former 
to bear in a line with the man's hand, who now stood out 
from the lee-cross-trees, like a human finger-post, with one 
arm extended in the direction of the stranger — 

" That 's aboot two points on the boo," cried the 
master, flying dov/n the afler ladder to inform the captain, 
whom he found already on his way up, to ascertain the 
character of the stranger — ^the ' youngster of the watch,* 
having been previously directed to ' way alofl,' to see 
what she looked like, and which way she was standing.' 

Anticipating the captain's intentions, the boatswain 
stood chirruping his call between his lips, anxiously await- 
ing the master's re-appearance on deck. Sto well's head 
was hardly above the combings of the hatchway, ere he 
motioned to Brace, who first giving a shrill blast of his 
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call, and applying liis left band to his ear, as if to deate 
bis own astounding tones, bellowed, like Stentor of old-- 

^^ Hands, make sail." 

The seamen were seen flying up the hatchway and ai- 
cending the rigging, with that cheerful alacrity, which the 
exhilarating cry of ^' a strange sail" invariably inspires in 
the crew of a vigilant cruizer. 

^^ Let two reefs out of the taup'sles, Mr. Hasty," cried 
the commander, ^^ and loose the to' gallant sails ; but don't 
let them fall, till we ascertain which way the stranger's 
standing." 

Having carried into effect the captain's orders, Hasty 
hailed the ^youngster' at the mast- bead, who, despite of 
the lurching and pitching of the brig, had placed himself 
in such apposition at the fore-top- mast cross-tree as en- 
abled hiAi to bring his glass to bear upon the stranger. 

*^ She 's a square-rigg'd vessel, close-hauled on the other 
tack !" shouted the youngster, who added, with emphasis 
— " and her sails, Sir, are of very uMte canvass." 

"Keep fast to' gallant sails," cried the captain — "she 'fl 
not bear them on a wind — brigs were not built to sail 
on their broadsides — up with the top^sails — haul aboard 
the fore and main-tacks — set the jib half-boom in. Keep 
your luff, quartermaster ; but let her go through the water 
withall : or the fellow will weather us." 

The sails wire soon set and trimmed ; and from the man- 
ner in which the Spitfire heeled over to the pressure of the 
breeze on her canvases, it was manifest to all, that the cap- 
tain had righUy anticipated her inabihty to carry her top- 
gallant sails. The forecastle, which, but a few minutes 
before, had been a scene of such bustle and activity, was 
now, from the spray fast sheeting over the bows of the 
vessel, deserted by all, save the seaman who * stood by the 
jib-sheet,' and the boatswain who took upon himself to 
look out for the boom : — a favourite stick of his ; which 
he always asserted would "stand as long as the Monument, 
providing she was properly handled." ^ 

The rapid succession of seas deterred notour oldfinend 
Brace, from maintaining the post he had imposed upon 
himself; who, like a dog coming oat of the water, shook 
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off every minute the foaming spray, goed humouredly ob- 
serviog — 

*' That a good-un was never yet known to be a dry-un.** 

A heavy sea striking the brig on the beam, Staunch ex- 
clumed, in an angry tone, to the steersman, — ^^ This is 
all owing to your steerage, Sir! — Where the devil is 
the fellow flying to, off the wind ! — Lu^, Sir, luff. Mr. 
Hasty ! send another helmsman afl. Send Toggle to the 
wheel." 

Just as the captain had called for his favourite helms- 
man, Burton, who had previously gone aloft with a glass 
to ascertain whether the suspicions of the youngster were 
correct with respect to the chase, ' sung out — ' 

^' Ton deck there ! the chase has bore round-up, and. 
appears to be bringing the wind on his starboard quarter." 

'•^ The devil she has," exclaimed Staunch, with a smile. 
" She 's a rogue, then — overshot her port, I suppose ; and 
perceiving us in chase of her. she 's going to hard- up for 
the nearest under her lee. Starboard your helm. Tog- 
gle," continued the captain, addressing the last- men- 
tioned seaman, who had now taken hold of the wheel — 
" Bring the chase right a-head by the bearing ; and keep 
her so, till we see what course she means to siiape. Star- 
board yet." 

" Starboard it is. Sir," echoed the steersman. " She 
carries a taut weather-helm. Sir — Her litter's hanging 
all across her starn-post — Bad as a butt^water towing 
overboard ! — You must take something out o' the eyes of 
her," continued the helmsman, with a significant nod of 
the head, as if he felt himself the only privileged person 
on board to offer an authoritative opinion upon the vessel's 
trim. " She 's too much by the head. Sir !" 

^^ Oh, if that be the case^" said the captain, <^ we had 
better run the two bow-chasers afl ; as, I dare say, the 
fellow will run us a devil of a dance ; and weahanH want 
them for a while." 

" Why, yes, Sur," said Toggle, *' she 'd be all the bet- 
ter for it — and, moreover. Sir, if you were to pipe the 
hammooks down, and let the watch below turn-in with a 
tiro-andrthirty poimd ahot for a bed-fellow, she 'd go along 
(kr more lovin'er !" 
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As soon as the bow-chasers had been transported ail ; 
the shot-boxes removed from the fore to the centre part of 
the vessel ; and each man belonging to the watch below 
embracing a cold shot, as he swung in his hammock with 
the send of the ship ; our modern Palinurus, proud of 
the implicit obedience paid to his suggestions, exclaimed 
aloud : — 

'* That '11 do, Sir. \ feel her tremble — she now be- 
haves like a lady. Trace up a little o* the tack o' the 
boom- mainsail, and she '11 steer herself." 

A stern chasS3,in particular, appears always to the party 
in pursuit the most anxious and tedious. The sun had 
already sunk in the horizon ere the Spitfire had raised the 
hull of the stranger from the deck ; but the former had 
been fortunately favoured, during the short interval of 
t^yilight, by a fast succession of several heavy squalls, of 
which Staunch dauntlessly made the most, by carrying 
his canvass ^^ through all, and not starting a stitch." 

As the night approached, the anxiety of the pursuers 
increased. The *^ idlers" reappeared upon deck, and be- 
came, to the annoyance of the executive officers, trouble- 
somely inquisitive. 

*^ How long shall we have the moon ?" said the surgeon, 
addressing the master, who at that moment was more so- 
licitous about '* setting up a quarter backstay," and se- 
curing the mfttfbpmdLSt from the effects of the last heavy 
squall, than iomaking^any calculation as to the value of 
" a mouthful of moonshine." 

" Don't vou think sh'e '11 double us in the dark ?" said 
the purser, putting this interrogatory by way of consola- 
tiou, to the first lieutenant, who was standing at the 
capjstan adjusting his night-glass, preparatory to bringing 
it to bear upon the chase — *' I 've known these Yankees, 
before now, suddenly shorten all sail, and let the chaser 
pass.tbem on perceived." 

" Aye !" said Hasty, '^ I was in hopes, the last squall 
would have sickened you from again showing your nose, 
Mister Nip, upon deck — but now since you 've popped 
up again, I fear the game's all up. You 're just like a 
porpoise — ^your appearance is always portentous of bad 
ireather, or worse luck." 
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Barton, alone, was exempt from participating in this, 
and otl^er similarly complimentary colloquies upon deck, 
during the last five or six houki of the chace. Long be- 
fore the shades of night had deprived him of the power ^ 
of keeping in sight, with the naked eye, that object 
which had excited so many speculative opinions, and such 
an alternation of doubt and hope ; the ever vigilant lieu- 
tenant had taken up his station on the fore-yard, until 
now, nearly midnight, when the chase was considered 
to be within gun-shot. , j^Hu 

As the Spitfire approached the stranger, the latter 
began to yaw, and steer unsteadily, plainly indicating the . 
helmsman's nervous anticipation of a visit from one of 
those . winged ^ messengerjs of fate, — vulgarly yclept, a 
round-shot. 

" We had better give him a gun, Sir," said Hasty, 
''^nd knock away some of his sticks.— If we don't come 
up with hinv before day-light, we shall have some other 
cruiser heaving in sight, and coming in for snacks." 

*'' No bad suggestion, by-the-by," said Staunch ; < 'leave 
a Torkshireman alone, for taking care of number one." 
*^ Oh Sir," said Burton, who ^ad ju6t descended upon 
deck — ^^ we shall be alongside of him in less than half* 
an-hour ; and then should he not heave-to, we can easily 
unreave his running-rigging with our musketry. Yott 
never can depend upon a bow-chaser o||b dark night ; 
and 'twould be a pity to do the poor devm a mischief." 

As Burton had predicted, a short half-hour (by again jMk 
' carrying-on,' through a very heavy squall) brought the 
Spitfire close up in the wake of the chase. Though 
yawing from his course, and continuing unsteady in his 
steerage, some ten or twelve minutes had yet elapied, 
ere a sharp tire of musketry, kept up from the Spwfire*t 
forecastle, compelled the stranger to indicate a diaD||itioa 
to comply with the cruizer's summons. A "iK^as 
shown over the stem, but nothing short of ^ rounn^ to,' 
and heaving her main -topsail to the mast, could satisfy a 
man of Staunch's caution and experience. The utmost 
confusion prevailed on the fugitive's deck. In fact, the 
captain and crew were at issue da to the propriety of im- 
mediate surrender. 

15* 
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<^ I guess,'* said the former, who was ahio a part owDer. 
^^ it 's no pretty considerable trifle that ought to indace 
us to sacrifioe such a vahi'ble cargo." 

'< Curse the cargo,'' said the spokesman of the crew, 
who was no stranger at Portsmouth Point, though now a 
naturalized American citizen — <^ I guesi it 's no pretty 
considerable trifle to lose a limb or a life. Who '11 pension 
a fellar, if he loses a flipper ? Who '11 protect his wife 
and family, and save 'em from starving, if he 's knocked 
ofl* the hook«!fin protectin' his owner's property? If 
you 're all o' my way o' thinkmg, 1 guess you '11 bundle 
below," — and so saying he descended the ladder leading 
to the steerage, followed (with the exception of the 
mate, who kept his pont at the helm,) by the remainder 
of the crew, who perfectly acquiesced in his arguments. 

All further struggle, or trial of skill, was now deemed 
by (he half frantic captain, to be totally fruitless. Ilhe 
Spitfire's musketry had already shot away his main-top- 
sail tie, and rendered that sail partly unserviceable. 
In vain he bailed again and again — " avast firing," but, 
in consequence of being to leeward of his pursuer, 
his voice wa^ borne away in the blast, and lost 
in the uproar of the elements. But that which now 
added most to his perplexity, was his total inability te 
'shorten sail,' and perform the necessary evolutions, pre- 
paratory to 'heaving- to,' without the assistance of his 
crew ; who falling into the same opinion as Paddy, when 
\' Bonaparte's abdication was announced, that the poor em- 
peror '' had nothing else for it now but to take to drink*' 
— were freely and copiously helping themselves to liquor 
below. Again, he entreated their co-operation — nothing 
. cofbid induce them to come on deck, or desert drink to 
'dare danger. 

gth reduced to the alternative, and regardless of 

th^flKequence of adopting so unseaman-like a measure, 
he l^i^ed hold of a hatchet, and cut away, not only the 
two remaining topsail haliards, but the very itheets them- 
selves — singing out to the mate at the helm — ''Hard a 
lee — hard a lee !" 

The chase broached instantly to ; her loosened sails 
Qapping wildly in the wind, shaking the masts in their 
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Tery stepf by their reboaod, and alarming the ear by the 
astoanding noise overhead. 

Althoagh prepared for this evolutioo, the Spitfire had 
barely time to ' round to,' keeping to windward of the 
chase, fn a very few minutes^ a boat was lowered, and 
the stranger taken possession of, by a prize master and 
six hands. 

She proved to be an American merchant shipi fully 
fireighted with a very valuable cargo. 



CHAPTER XV. 
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All was prepared— the fire, the tword, tha meo, 
To wield them in their terrible array. 

Btron. 

The prize had been but a few hours in the possessioh 
of the Spitfire^ ere the naturalized citizen, and de- 
naturalized seamen, who so obstinately refused to stop 
on deck as a target to be shot at, where resistance wab 
impossible, found an opportunity of acquainting Staunch, 
that an American man-of-war brig, of nearly similar 
foroe, had been spoken with the preceding evening. 

Although the crew of the Spitjire had received con- 
siderable excitement during the chase, the sensation 
produced by this intelligence, was of a far more anxious 
and animating character. A sharp look out was main- 
taiined throughout the night, and the precaution adopted 
of stowing the hammocks of the watch in the nettings, 
lest the enemy should surprise them in the dark. 

Ab the second day dawned, to their great delight, the 
enemy (for such the Qolour of her canvass, and the ex- 
traordinary rake of hier masts, with other minute cir- 
cnmstances, proclaimed the strange sail to be) was dis- 
oovered on the weather-beam, her courses dipped be;^ 
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Death the horizon. Almost immediately e&er brai^ 
discovered, she was observed to bear up in porsoit- 

Those who have experienced the first seasatLons. 
created by the sound of the drummer's " beat to qou^ 
ters." can easily imagine with what despatch the .^pil- 
fira bolted their breakfast. Busy preparations were 
making for battle in every part of the ship. 

Having previoosly served iu both frigate and battle- 
ship, no man was better aware than Staunch, or more 
impiessed with the disadvantages, under which an officer 
fighting a flush-decked vessel, such as the ^tfirt. mnat 
always labour, as compared with those in the command 
of the former classes. All ships are liable to the loss 
of their masts, and thereby becoming unmanageable. 
But though a three or two-decker, nay, even a H-igate, 
by the falling of a mast fore-and-a& or. in other words, 
in-board. may be so situated, as to have the whole of ^r 
upper-deck battery buried under the ruin of its wreck 
and rigging, still a spirited fire may be maintained fn 
her lower tier of guns. Not so with such a vessel 
our little favourite. A similar disaster would re 
aU hei artillery totally useless, and, if crippled by 
an accident when to leeward, prevent her having 
course to boarding. 

To counteract, in some measure, a disaster of 
sort, 'sulvagees.' and long ■ luff- tackles' had been 
upon deck, to supply the place of a shot-away shroiu 
spare spars, and lengths of junk,* were placed u] 
down, and woulded 'fish-fashion* round both '. 
masts, in order to render them less liable to dam; 
from the enemy's shot. In tliisstateofhis preparati< 
the whole attention of the commander appeared to ,, 
directed to the reparation of injury, and devising reiat^ 
dies for its consequences under every possible unfortu- 
nate occurrence — a caution which, if acted on by others^ 
may hereafter enable the naval historian to record its 
results in terms of tiiumph, instead of deploring the 
failure of enterprises, undertaken and executed iq^" 
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spirit of valour, which too generously disdains pni- 
dential motives. 

The enemy was now within long gun-shot range, 
when finding himself closing with his antagonist, faster 
than he could possibly complete his preparations for 
battle, he took in his studding sails, and came to the 
wind on a parallel line with the Spiijire, In this posi- 
tion, he remained for some minutes, until perfectly pre- 
pared to commence the mortal, and. as he seemed to 
anticipate, murderous conflict. 

His Mower yards* were already slung in chains — his 
small sails sent down from aloft — his tops barricadoed 
with the largest of his lashed up hammocks, which, 
while concealing his riflemen from the adversary's view, 
afforded them admirable shelter from the eflcct of 
musketry, 

•His deck presented a most warlike appearance, and 
in every way, all his preparations intimated that no 
possible precaution was wanting to ensure the triumph 
of his flag. Match tubs, rope grummets, or rings, en- 
circling piles of round two-and-thirty pound shot, were 
placed apart out of sweep of the carronade slides. 
Muskets, pikes, pistols, and tomahawks innumerable 
were laid athwart upon the deck — besides bar, star, 
double headed shot and boxes of grape and canister, 
several small barrels, and bags oPlangrage were conve- 
niently laid along his line of battery. 

As if to inspirit his men, appropriate names for each 
gun were painted in large letters above the ports : and 
here another instance was given of the boasted ** march 
of intellect' in the Western world, and a liberalized 
contempt for ancient lore. Disdaining all allusion to 
classical names* of renown, or the charms of allegory, 

* Notwithstanding the cry of the Liberals, with Mr. Cobbett at theii 
head, that classical leamiBg is not worth the pains of acquiring, and that 
Heatlien Mythology is only calculated to delude and corrupt the mind, 
we rather feel disposed here to congratulate our national tadtc, if not to 
ehockle with laughter at the contrast which the names of our vessels ot 
war present to tnose of the most highly talented nation of the New 
World. While their list contains only such names, as the Chenapeake^ 
United SteUet, CanatUutUm, PresiderU, fTup, Franklin, Uomtt, 
which convey only the most common place allusions : oarsj in adopting 
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which are go conspicuous in British naatlcal ixrawi*^ 
dature. the American tars had christened them bj J 
names or deeds, with which, it may be presumed, from 4 
practice, they were most familiar, so that in looking at I 
the upper part of their port-cells — the " Blazer." the'l 
" Sudden Death" the " WilfulMurder," " Old Nick.''f 
and " Bloody Ben." stared them full iu the face. 

Now thoroughly prepared to meet his opponent, he 
again bore up. steering straight for her quarter. At 
each mast head, a flag was seen flying, bearing a vaoBt- 
ing motto, and on his colours at tlie " peak' the pride of 
country displayed itself amid a profuse galaxy of glit- 
tcring stars. 

The Spitfire was standing on the stai'board taclc, 
keeping about a point off the wind, under topsails, top- . 
gallant sails, boom mainsail and jib. At her peak- OT 
gaff-end. the British blue ensign waved is the wii 
and from each of her lower and topmast stays, ' 
' Union jack' of England was proudly dtgplayecf. 

■|"he British were alieady at theii' quarters. wheV 
their ausiety to pour out their fire on the foe, i 
approaching, was betrayed by (lie dumb i^how. ei) 
cant gestures, and imploriug glances of the captai 
the guns, while catching the eye of their commandt 
as they looked alternately through the port-holee 
closing enemy, or aldtag the sights of their guns, 
could their cool gallantry fail to inspire him 
double confidence, when he observed some, ttcttu 
chalking the initials of their names on their tel 
shot, whose effect they appeared extremely impatit 
try on the enemy while barely within carronade r 
To this impatience, the only answer given consisteda 
a short roll of .the drum, to obtain attention; act 
panied by a wave of the commander's hand as he si 
on the poop. Aware of the purpoil of this jnvi 
the men deserted their guns for a moment, and e 
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crowded aft. Nothing could be more imposing, tham 
the fearless eye, the high bearing, and efficient state of 
' preparation of each, as he repaired to the quarter-deck, 
exhibiting in their weapons and light dress, from which 
every thing cumbersome had been discarded, a specimen 
of ai^ve force, which might well be contrasted with the 
heavily armed and hampered soldier in action. They 
had all been selected, as already mentioned, with that 
attention to height, muscular vigour and activity, which 
constitutes what in the service is termed * picked men.' 
And though there were minute points of attire, wherein 
sopae differed from the rest, they were all bare-necked, 
bare-armed, having tucked up their shirt-sleeves to their 
shoulders, to prevent being incommoded on duty, and 
without either jacket or waistcoat. Instead of the latter 
article of dress, each had substituted as a support, 
daring possibly long protracted exertion, a handkerchief 
tied extremely ti^ht round the waist. Above this, a 
black leathern belt was buckled, sustaining the cutlass 
or sword peculiar to the sailor; for, contrary to the 
general practice, Staunch had trained all his men to the 
broadsword, so as to enable them to act as boarders. 
Superadded to this belt, the captains of the guns wore 
another^ to which was affixed a small tube box, contain- 
ing about twenty or thirty little funnels formed of paper, 
charged with powder, and terminating in a quill, to bo 
inserted as priming in the touch-holes of the guns — • 
thus preventing those serious accidents, too common 
from the explosion of the powder-horns by the flashes 
of each other's guns. The black silk kerchief was trans- 
ferred from the neck, and now, bound round the head» 
restrained within its folds every straggling hair, not ex- 
cepting even those love-locks, or long curls depending 
from the temples, which most youthful sailors cherish 
with no little vanity, as ornaments the most becoming 
in the eyes of the fair. 

But here no place was left for the intrusion of the 
iofter passions, and the stem c^l of honour swallowed 
up all recollections of home, of family, of past endear- 
ments. The bright future alone attracted the eye of 
ralour : and Hope, the hero's ruling star, usurped the 
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sole dominion of the mind. Happy delusion of the 
brave! — Exquisite excitement of the ardent spirit! 
which, from its intensity, nor knows nor heeds the iron 
shower which shall sweep those proud decks, — the fell 
waste of destiny in its desolating course ! 

Their commander now hastened to address the ship's 
company, assembled on the quarter-deck. 

•* I perceive, my lads, your impatience to open your 
fire on the enemy — the effect of which, at such a dis- 
tance, is not only extremely uncertain, but little calcu- 
lated to impress our opponent with that opinion of our 
cool intrepidity, with which "t would be well to convince 
him. I have well weighed in my mind two ways in 
which he may probably attack us, and therefore, have 
oalled you together to apprize you of the mode I mean 
to meet cither — ^and now, my lads, to these two points 
I require your serious attention."* 

This intimation of his intention to his crew, was de- 
livered in so expressive a tone, and excited such silent 
attention, that the drop of a pin might have been almost 
heard on the deck. 

" Should the enemy attempt to run under our stem 
to rake us, we can easily, by wearing, avert his inten- 
tion, come on the same parallel with himself, or grapple 
with him as opportunity may offer. For this reason, 
your lar-board, and now lee-guns must be depressed no 
lower than to the turn number ten on the screw,t and 
letter C on the -eoitivt because, in the event of his 
choosing this mode of attack, we shall meet him on an 
even keel." 

Agreeably to these directions, and a particular order 
from Hasty, the captain of the after lee-carronade de- 
pressed this gun to the point required as a pattern, 
more fully to exemplify to the rest the commander's 
wish. 



* It is very nnasual in the service, for a commRiider to acf^aaint bis 
ship^s company of his plan of attack or defence. In one or ^vo instance^, 
however, it has been adopted, and its beneficial effects confirmed by (he 
result. 

t The elevating or depressing screw attached to carronadesi 

t A wedge ased to raise the breech of cannon. 
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** But should our wary opponent waive this advan- 
tage — wish to keep the weather ^age, and round to on 
•ur starboard quarter — you must on account of the 
ships leaning over to lee* ward) * double coin and de- 
press, and bring letters G and B to bear." 

He paused again to permit the captain of the after 
weather carronade to carry his directions into effect. 

•* Done. Sir, done," cried his favourite marksman, 
upon placing the coins as desired. 

"And now, my lads," resumed Staunch, " I must beg 
to draw your earnest attention to thi« important parti- 
ctilar. — for much depends upon your following up that 
line of fire f wish you to adopt should the enemy pursue 
the mode of attack I contemplate. In the first place, I 
must impress upon your mind, that I do not wish to re- 
serve our broadside till the enemy gets fairly abeam ; 
nor is it, in the next a broadside together, I desire. 
But as soon as the enemy rounds to, which will pro- 
bably be within short pistol shot on the weather quarter, 
and ranges up alongside, (and which, from the way we 
shall keep on the ship through the water, shall not be 
too rapid, I promise.) the captain of the after carronade 
will watch, with cool and deliberate aim, and fire right 
into the enemy's bowport, the moment it appears on 
with the * sight* of his gun. In the same manner the 
next after carronade is to be discharged into the enemy's 
third bow-port the moment it heaves in sight and so on 
in succession But, above all things, hurry not; — 
watch well the weather roll, and the heave of the sea : 
and bear this in mind, by thus firing your after-guns 
first, you don't intercept your view with your own 
smoke. 

^^ £ shall not say a word about throwing away shot in 
vain — You too well know their value, — and / 'm sure the 
Spitfire's^*'* here he laid a marked emphasis on the name 
«f his ship, " will never ^r« for sake o' the flask,** 

Jack^ who at all times detests and despises a speech at 
the gangway,* has no objection to an opening oration on 

* Preparatorj to pa&i>lineBt. 
Vol. n.---16 
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goin^ into action. To this cool, convincing, and unaf- 
fected address, conveyed in terms so well suited to the ca- 
pacity of the tar, the crew were about to respond with a 
hearty cheer, when they were stopped by the captain's 
uplifled hand — 

<^One word, tny lads— Do you all understand both 
modes of receiving the enemy ?" 

^^ All, Sir,^all," simultaneously resounded from the as- 
sembled crew. 

"Clearly?" added he. \ 

" Well, Sir — well," cried the excited tars. 

" Mark, then — ^suspend your cheers till the sticks begia 
to tumble, my lads, on one side or other I — \nd now, — 
success to his Majesty's arms. 1 'U do my duty — I know 
7/(Ni, to a man, will do yours." 

The crew, now dismissed, returned to their quarterif 
with renewed confidence. Gvery minute occupied by the 
enemy in approaching, appeared to the sailor an hour. — 
This interval is, of all, that of most intense anxiety ; sinco 
to many, the fleeting, awful interval between two worldi 
— the fond past, the dread present, intrude in rapid suc- 
cession unbidden on all ; the brave sailors, the not more 
brave, though mure ambitious and reflective superior. 
This intrusion is again and again chased away by the rude 
joke and bold boasts of a few reckless spirits, who seeoi 
to vie with each other in daring >laiiger, and braving the 
fdst gathering storm of fate. But once in the thick of 
action, adieu to thought : — Time itself is unmarked— evea 
fear resigns its umpire o'er the mind. Grim death con- 
ceals his treacherous approach behind the effulgent bright- 
ness of glory's golden wings, and shrouds securely his ter- 
rors in the shout of battle, and the cannon^s roar. 

As Staunch had partly conjectured, the movements of 
his adversary manifestly indicated an intention to maintain 
the weather-gage. He was within long musket shot, wheOji 
perceiving the enemy bracing up his after yards, prepara- 
tory to rounding to oa the same parallel with the Spit/ire^ 
he exclaimed, — '^ Come — that 's manly enough; I see he 
means, to fight us fairly, and not throw away his time in 



maooeuvring.'* 



<^ Ah, Sir," said Hastfi '^ there *3 nothing like trusting 
to the bull-dogs." 



/ ■ 
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^^ Right, Hasty, right,'' said the captaio, descending from 
the poop, and now for the last time, cautioning his men 
to be cool, and to adhere strictly to his directions, relative 
to discharging their guns in succession. 

The antttgonists were now about a long cable's length 
apart. A solemn and death like silence pervaded both 
. brigs ; nothing was beard save the murmuring surge, or 
wash of waters, breaking under the bow« of the advancing 
bark which fell upon the ear of the British, like the distant 
sound of a heavy surf. 

^^ Stand by abalV,*' said Staunch, in a purposely sup- 
pressed tone, lest the word of command should apprize 
the enemy of what they were to expect, as the latter now 
* lufied up' on his quarter. 

The words had hardly escaped his lips ere, as had been 
pre-concerted, the Spi^re's guns, beginning abaft, were 
coolly fired in succession, into the enemy's ports. The 
effect produced by this deliberate and deadly discbarge, 
appeared for some moments to paralyze the efibrts of the 
foe. Almost all the captains of his guns, anxiously wait* 
ing with the laniards* of tbeir gun-locks in their hands» 
lor the word to fire, were felled by these well directed 
shots. What would Staunch have now given, had his po- 
sition afforded him the opportunity to have followed up the 
blow with the sword. Haifa minute had nearly elapsed, 
ere the enemy returned a broadside, and which, as respect- 
ed the number slain and wounded, proVed partly inefiect- 
Qal, from having previously to ^ hauling to the wmd,' 
erroneously calculated on the ship's leaning more over to 
leeward, and c< nsequently not sufficiently depressing her 
guns. Ti)e Spitfire's sails and rigging suffered materially. 
They were literally riddled, and cut into shreds — for be- 
side a round-shot in each, the enemy had loaded his guns 
with old copper bolts, bits of broken bars, rusty nails^ and 
other destructive langrage. 

The injury thus sustained by the Spitfire's sails, occa- 
sioned her to drop to leeward and also astern, upon her 
t>pponent'8 quarter. The American attempted to cross 

* A line attached to tke look of a eaaiion, which answers the purpose 
of a trigger. 
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her ahead, and rake her, but the quick-sighted Staunch an- 
ticipating the movement, foiled the attempt by putting up 
his helm. 

The American captain now dearly saw there was little 
advantage to be reaped by any trial of tactical skill with 
his wary antagonist- On this subject, however, a differ- 
ence ol opinion appeared to subsist between him and hifi 
officers. The senior lieutenant and master thought othe^ 
wise ; but the advantages accruing from the posscssioD of 
the ' weather gage,' were too apparent, and too highly ap- 
preciated by their cautious superior, to risk its loss by spe^ 
culating on a perhaps fruitles^s maneeuvre. 

He knew, from experience, every thing depended upoH 
dismasting his oj'ponent. With this view, previously load- 
ing his guns with both round and double-headed shot, he 
threw his main- topsail aback, so as to permit his adversary 
drawing up abreast on hi^ beam. Receiving the tSpifJire^9 
fire, he reserved his own for a closer and deadlier stru^glei 
allowing her to pass on his bow. When now on her quar- 
ter, he edged away m a lateral direction, till again brought 
fairly abreast, within half pistol shot, and now, with the 
hope of feeling his adversary's masts, at which his whole 
lee-battery was directed, he discharged bis intended anni- 
hilating broadsit.e, which, by good fortuno^ only cut 
through a few of her fore and main shrouds, and shattered 
her boats on the booms. Though evidently annoyed by 
the discoDifiture of this well-meant attempt to cripple his 
enemy, whose masts, to his extreme mortification, were 
all seen standing and unhurt, his confidence was by no 
means abated. 

Both brigs, at a few fathoms apart, were running off the 
wind on a parallel line, maintaining, for some minutes, a 
galling fire in this dreadfully efiective position. Fast and 
fierce from the ck>se niizzJes of their guns burst the pale 
flashes of fire. The Spitfire was enveloped in a cloud of 
smoke— still her artiilerv was dealing out death and de« 
struction. Already two ports of her opponent were 
knocked into one, while, on the other hand, the American 
musquetry was sweeping her .derrks in every direction. 
A scene of mutual slaughter ensued ; indeed, on both 
^ide^i it seemed as if their courage increased with the 
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carnage. The mangled and mutilated bodies of the dead 
were now seen thrust through the port-holes^ staining^ with 
a crimson hue., the bosom of the dismal heep. as the} sunk 
for ever into the ready grave. Even the elements were 
lulled by the thunder of the cannon ; the sea went down, 
and the wind abated. This circumstance set^med to fa- 
cilitate their nearer approach. Both vessels, at the same 
moment, sheered closer together. They nearly came 
muzzle to muzzle. Each imagined the object of the other 
was to board. The American, perhaps, somewhat too 
prematurely, threw a division of his boarders on his fore- 
Castle to receive the assailants. Burton, who was not 
mor^ bodily than mentally active, took immediate advan- 
tage of their exposed position, and sent among them, en 
masse^ a shower of shattering ^ canister,' which half an- 
nihilated the panting group. 

A tremendous cheer, as stunning almost as the thunder 
of her own artillery, now resounded on the SpUfire'a 
deck. " Bravo, our side !" cried the boatswain — ^'' Keep 
up th^t sort o' fun, and you '11 soon have to take her in 
tow. Hurrah ! — Strike out abaft — start their trunnels — 
rip her up, boys — rip her up, — damn it, never say cite/" — 
an exclamation the more singular at this moment, as the 
dead and dying were dropping around him in every direc- 
tion. 

The effect of Burton's fire was forcibly felt by the ene- 
my. They however rfUlied again ; and now the riflemen 
alof^ retaliated for their loss below. The purser, captain's^ 
clerk, and two little midshipmen, were all picked ofif!, and 
fell in fast succession, by the murderous dexterity of the 
American marksmen. 

The bends* of both vessels were all but nibbing to- 
gether. A struggle of personal strength ensued at the 
very mouths of their cannon. The natural lancour uf the 
dusky native of Columbia now rose to a pitch of inde- 
scribable fury. With teeth gnashing, mouth foaming, anil 
eyes distorted, and almost starting from their sockets, they 
commenced another description of warfare through the 
port-holes ; endeavouring to snatch from the British their 

* The oater strong plankt on the lower part of « ehip^t tide. 

16* 
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sponges and rammers, fiercely lungeing in savage ambusli 
with the pike, or parrying avenging sabre cuts with the 
Indian tomahawk. 

The lee-lurch of one vessel, and the weather roll of the 
other, occasionally causing the outer arms of their respee* 
tive ^ spare ' and ^ sheet ' anchors to come in colUsioo, 
Burton and the boatswain endeavoured to lash them to* 
gether. This daring attempt attracted the immediate at« 
tention of the American marksmen alofl. Both ball amt 
buck-shot were levelled at ther heads, and fell fast around 
them. 

" Hilloa !" cried the boatswain, looking abaft, — ^* Scar- 
borough warning ! D ■■ their eyes^ they might have 
the manners too, to sing out stand from jmder."- 

A triple stream of blood dripping from the fingers of 
his left hand, gave the speaker the first intimation of his 
having received a deep fiesh wound in his arm. ^^ Here," 
said he, untying the handkerchief from about his loins^ 
and handing it to Burton — ^^^ Here, Sir, just please to paES 
a £ew riiling turns to stop the leak." 

The wound had hardly been bound by his gallant su- 
perior, ere the undaunted tar, placing himself in a mena- 
cing attitude, and shaking his fist, as he alternately looked 
up at both the American's tops ; loudly vociferated — ''/ '8 
sarve you out for this, you bush-fighting beggars — we *ll 
give it you presently." 

Staunch, who had been keenly watching, with eagle- 
eye, every movement of his adversary, noticing the threat- 
ening posture of Brace, exclaimed, in a tone of delight^ 
•' Look, Hasty, look ! — look at that fine intrepid fellow." 

" Ah, Sir, he ought to be boatswain, of a battle-ship." 

" Of a battle-ship ?" said Stowel, " d it, he ought 

to be boatswain of a dock-yard."* 

Five and thirty minutes had now elapsed, aince the ac- 
tion commenced At this period, when in the very act of 
extinguishing a fire, which broke out in the quarter-deck 
hammocks, the gallant Hasty received a grape-shot in the 
groin. 

^' Bear him below immediately," said the captain, who 

* For gentlemen of this class, the hishest possible promotion they can 
ohtuiOf is that of a boatswain of a dock-yanL 
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etidently sympathized deeply id this disaster, \yliile eoTer- 
ing from the observation of the searoeny the ^ritbirig and 
distorted features of this ill fated nuf^erer with his hand- 
kerchief. Fast bleeding from a deep and mortal wound, 
he was borne in agonising torture to the gun-room, by a 
couple of topmen, who had but just dischared the melan- 
choly office of committing to the deep the body of a mess- 
mate. In vain he cried for surgical aid. The Assistant 
was otherwise indispensably occupied ; and not two mi- 
nutcfs before the lieutenant had been wounded, the surgeon 
himself, in the very act of amputating the right arm of the 
sergeant of marines, had his head severed from his body, 
by the untimely entrance of a two-and-thirty pound shot^ 
between wind and water. For, alas! in small flush- 
decked vessels,* even these ministering angels of mercy 
are not exempt from the fatal consequences of a combat 
in' which they do not personally participate. 

As yet, no intention to board his antagonist had been 
contemplated by the American commander ; and since 
Burton's and the boatswain's intrepid attempt tolashbotb 
vessels together, he gradually luffed to the wind, or sheered 
wider apart from his eager opponent. This deviation from 
the line on which, for so many minutes, both brigs had 
been previously running, now altered the respective posi- 
tions of each ; for instead of being fairly abreast of her 
antagonist, the Spitfire became considerably abafl the 
enemy's beam, and found herself dropping, astern and to 
leeward. 

The position in which the two contending vessels were 
BOW placed, however, proved favourable to the immediate 
interest of both brigs, which for the present had ceased 
firing. The Americans were at a positive stand still for 
powder ; and not a gun could be brought to bear by the 
British. • Ir.deed, the greater part of the Spitfire's star- 
board guns had, for some time, been rendered totally use- 
less, by the injurious effect of their own recoil — these guns 
bad drawn the bolts by which they were fastened to the 
bulwarks, broken their ^ breechings,' split their slides, and 

^ There is no cock-pit in a flash-decked Tessel, and the gun-room 
dining-tabies are, in toeh TCiscli, appropriated to ampatation and other 
•urgiod operation!. 
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some of the after carronades had actually ' kicked' them- 
selves out oi their carriages, and lay dismounted in the 
middle of the eck. 

Staunch and Stowel were seen in close debate ; and 
from the manner in which the north-countryman was 
pointing with his finger to certain Hnes, illustrative of 4be 
positions of the two vessels, or tracing a diagram on the 
drum-head of the capstan, it was obvious he was endea- 
vouring to impress upon the - mind of his superior, the 
necessity of carrying into immediate efiiect some new 
manoeuvre. 

i4 'Twill never do," cried Staunch — ^^ we must clap sail 
on the brig, and heave her about." 

^^ Weel, Sir, you canH do beeter, as no doot he 'd rather 
come round on t'other tack wi' ourselves, than run the 
chance of a badgering abaft." 

It was too apparent to Staunch, there was nothing to be 
done with his starboard, or rather disabled battery. His 
leeward position deprived him of the power of closing with 
his antagonist sufficiently near to enable him to throw his 
boarders on the American's deck. But his larboard guns 
were all effective, and he had been revolving in his mind, 
while at the capstan with the master, how he could soonest 
bring them into play. 

Galling, therefore, Burton and the boatswain afl, lie 
apprised them both of the plan which had just struck him» 
to enable him to renew the struggle with eilect, and, if 
possible, gain some advantage over an enemy he now 
ascertained, to his cost, to be more than his equal in many 
respects, — he directed Brace to reeve temporary ^ tacks 
and sheets' for the courses, instead of those already shot 
away. For a few seconds he seemed lost in thought, 
when, observing the boatswain busied in these prepara- 
tions, he turned his dark, animated eye around to the men 
at their quarters, as if desirous that his wish should be 
anticipated, rather than his tongue should be compelled 
to issue an order he full well knew must be attended with 
great risk of hfe to any who obeyed it — '* And, Burton," 
said he, rubbing his hands, ^^if a few of our light-footed 
lads could but lay out on the taupsel yards, a))d let out a 
reeFj in the face — " he would have said, ^ of those infennal 
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riileniGi),' had he not been anticipated by seTeral of the 
lopmen simultaneously jumping on the hammocks to 
ilicend the ringing. 

** Face 'em l" — said one of those alluded to—" a sharp 
knife, and a clear conscience, can face the devil himself." 

** Keep down" — said the captain — "keep duwn, my 
lads — don't let the enemy observe our movements until aU 
is ready." 

The topsail-haliards had been led along the deck, and 
the " tacks and sheets" rove ready for hauling on board ; 
when four (for Staunch was obliged to repress their Eeal, 
and permit no more to expose themselves aloft) of the 
daring topmen, who had volunteered for this service, flew 
Dp the ratlings of the fore and main rigging. **Cut 
away," cried Staunch — "don't stand to untie," as the 
intrepid tars threw themselves out on the lofty yards. 
^^Cut away earings,* cringles, and alK if you like." 

Every eye on deck Huxiously followed their brave com* 
jianions in their flight aioft, who were no sooner discovered 
by the American marksmen than they opened their fire on 
the poor fellows, as. they hung on the giddy height of the 
yards, in a position sufficiently perilous without the super* 
added danger of thereby exposing their persons to the 
nearer aim of the expert enemy. The two men on the 
main- topsail-yard accomplished their task unhurt ; but just 
as the brave fellow on the weather end of the fore-topsaU* 
yard, which was nearest that top where the enemy's 
Oiarksmen were concealed, had eased down the earing of 
the sail, he was shot through the heart, and fell, ^ abaft all' 
4ead upon deck. 

Twenty men killed by a broadside could not have pro* 
4uced such an eflfect on the British as this solitary fall, or 
more efiectually kindled afresh their wrath. "Poor 
Boney,t — poor Boney^" for that was the nick-name by 
which he went in the ship, resounded fore-and-aft on her 
deck — " we '11 yet revenge your fall," 

* Earingg— small linet, by which the ngper eorners of thfe toptaili afe 
fiuttened to the yard-arni«. 

t Ou board most ships of war, the * Gaily Politieiani'— the * King'f- 
JBencheri,' aod the * Birds' who gather rnuiKi the grate a'nightto arguiy, 
tmitia termed, arc rare to be detigaated by a name of BOtohety appuca- 
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Torn and tattered as they were, the topsails were 
hoisted a . few feet higher, and both courses set in a 
second. 

"Ready about," said Staunch— " Sail trimmers in 
their stations — ancf let the captains of the lee-guns stand 
by to open on his surn when in stays." 

Hardly had the Spitfire felt the force of her additional 
canvass, er-e the Amencan, to frustrate Staunch's intentioo, 
had recourse to a ruse characteristic of his country. 
Though not a sincrle gun on his lee side was loaded, he 
bore round up, ae if prepared to pour a raking broadside 
into his adversaryV hows. To avoid encountering the 
desolating sweep which this evolution of his adversary 
threatened. Staunch put his helm up too. Both vessek 
now wearir)g round together on the opposite tack, brought 
their elective batteries, on the sides hitherto not engaged 
in the action, to bear upon each other. Though the 
American's artihce e^o tar defeated Staunches manoeuvre, 
as to discharging his lee-guns when in stays* on the 
enemy's qujtrter , still, hs it brought his larboard battery 
into play, it, in the end, contributed to effect his original 
design. 

Although the American still retained the < weather 
gage,' a point of the utmost importance ; the order of 
battle might be said to be reversed as far as respected 
their renewing the action on opposite tacks, and with 
guns which hitherto had not been uninjured in the ruinous 
conflict. The Englishman not being as close aboard, nor 
yet a8 nearly abreast of his adversary as he could wish, 
carried his courses in order to bring him along side, and 
kept a close lufl' : with the hope that some accidental cir* 

ble, as the Jacks think, to the necoliar jpreteiuioDS of these woold-be 
warriors and ctatehroc-ti. The leaders formeriy were eeneraUy niek- 
Bamfd * BenboWf' or * Bdly Pitt.^ A * CaptaiD of the Stoeeperv,' or a 
'C'iptaio of thf Hfud,' alias, the warden of the worshipful citmpiiBy of 
NighimeD on board, \\hi>84r pretenttions to si'ch distinctions happened tt 
be tiiistain^d by hi» talents for harangae, was invartHbly dabt>ed * Charley 
Fox."" Id latter da^K, these worthiei; have given place to more modera 
titles of eminence. Jack is a bizarre animal, and delights on all occa- 
aioni* to unite the V^iy and the ludicrous; and a stranger will often bt 
atartled, if at all a hciievtr in ghosts, at henrmc a sailor sing oat to 
•Bother on Xi.e *■ ^tween d«-cks'—** Pass the word tur'ard there for Somjf' 
party y We have never been on board any ship in which tben wat not 
OM of thesa emperors. 
* The operatioa of U^^on^, oi ^t^Vbiai^^ iSMraflu. 
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cumstance might placet him in a ^lituation to grapple with 
the enemy. 

••'Luff! Stowrel, luff!" said Staunch, "if you Iovq 
me, keep the main taupsle touchin^r '' 

" Luff it is, Sir — she 's lifting already." 

"That*8 your sort, IVIdster'* — ^aii Staunch, — "Hug 
the wmd as you would your wife. — Hurrah, level low, 
my lads, and she *s all your own !" 
^ Perceiving the admirable direction of their fire, Burtoa 
roared out with rapture — •■' That ''i yotf — Bravo, boys — 
k6ep peppering his ports, and spoil his paint." 

Here the boatswain, as he dt-^oharufed his carronade^ 
which struck his opponent between iviud and water — 
shouted, "Hurrah — >I()rth Corner* for ever — That^ll 
kndck the barnacles off her bottom." 

The reader will no doubt exclaim, ^ There must be a 
merry demon of mischief bent on these mortal errands 
to man,' when he perceives those whom life's breath can 
scarcely be said to be within their nostrils, thus sporting 
with Death as he grimly looks through the portals of life. 
Yet no less true is it, that this is but a faint picture of that 
reckless disregard of life, and irreverent approach to death, 
evinced oft by our sailors in the intervals between the 
roar of cannon and the heat of action. 

To prevent a recurrence of tho-^e accidents which had 
previously happened to his starboard guns. Staunch had 
taken the precaution to diminish, in a greater proportion 
than usual, the powder in his cartridges, which produced 
a result not at all contemplated by him, namely, rendering 
his shot more likely to splinter in striking his opponent's 
bulwarks. 

Finding the Spitfire was closing and weathering on 
him fast, the American hauled on board his fore and main 
tacks, as if determined not to permit his opponent to 
approach nearer, perceiving that his inusquetry was now 
acting with deadly effect on the British. Both vessels, 
therefore, for some minutes, maintained their respective 
positions. 

* SailoTi' jojs AO'i torrow^i, it irtll be perceived, are always laid ddirn 
in the chart of life bj the cardinal points. Perhaps the spot moit hal- 
lotred in asaijor's reminiscence, is * North Corner' at Pljiaoath Doclc, 
thtf name of frhieh suffioientlj indicate! its position. 
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The work of slaughter again recorameDced witk re* 
doubled fury ; and now Staunch perceived, with dismay, 
that his fire was heginning to slacken, in consequence of 
tfae fatal precision with which the nfleinen singled out for 
death the captains of his guns. This, added to the in- 
ereased effect of the enemy's cannonade, made dreadful 
havoc on his deck ; which, now rendered slippery by the 
blood and brains of the fallen, was again and again 
strewed with sand by his orders. 

At this period, the enemy's gaff fell upon deck, buryiof 
under the enormous folds of his boom mainsail, most of 
the men engaged at his afler carronades. Here was an 
opportunity for attempting to board the enemy, which 
Staunch was condemned to forego with indescribable 
regret, in consequence of his distance, and being to lee- 
ward. A very few seconds, however, elapsed, ere the fait 
•f the enemy's gaff was followed by the Spitfire's maintop- 
mast falling over to leeward, and thus luckily on the side 
disengaged. As is usual on such occasions, the Britisk 
received the unlucky omen with cheers. The motive 
of our tars in this instance might possibly appear to t 
novice quite unaccountable. Doubtless he would be sur- 
prised beyond measure at finding shouts of triumph suc- 
ceed to one of the most unfortunate mishaps that could 
possibly befall a vessel during an engagement. Indeed, 
it would- seem as if the spirit of the sailor revellod in 
ruin : or that, in his own words, he was never more de- 
lighted than when ^' the sticks begin to tumble about his 
h^ad." Certain, however, it is, whatever may be the 
motive, that this indomitable spirit tends eminently to 
support that state of excitement, which so often ensureaf 
to British valour hard-earned victory. 

The Spitfire^s people were now seen with knives an^^ 
hatchets in their hands, severing the ropes, and hewing 
away the rigging which attached the cumbrous wrock to 
the ship's side, and made her, despite of her helm, swerve 
ftom the course. ^^ Cut away, my fine fellows — cot 
away !" cried Staunch. " Don't let the wreck stop her 
way through the water." 

From being merely attired in a plain rpand jacket 
(sQch as any of his midshipmen might have worn,) witu 
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a steadiness of mien and coolness of purpose, watching 
every movement of the enemy, Staunch had not hitherto 
occupied the notice of the riflemen alofl ; but now, his 
activity rendering him conspicuous, he, while in the act 
of leaning over the lee-quarter-deck-hammocks, and giving 
directions for cutting away the wreck, was severely 
wounded in the right loin. Yet, even in this instance, 
liis cool courage prompted him to conceal his own dis- 
aster ; and he sustained himself while in the greatest pain, 
by holding on the hammock rails, until with difficulty he 
could be prevailed on to allow himself to be removed to 
the lee-side of the capstan, so as to shelter him from being 
again marked by the insidious foe. Just as Burton re- 
paired to the spot, the pain of his superior's wound, and 
the effusion of blood consequent thereon, had so far sub- 
dued his strength, and rendered him faint, that he was in 
the^act of swooning. The wounded hero had scarce time 
to grasp Burton by the hand, and point to the colours at 
the peak, faintly smiling in his face ; as much as to remind 
him of a duty which he felt confident would be performed ; 
when the lieutenant exclaimed — 

*^ Never fear, Sir : we may go down, but our colours 
fieeer shall." 

Staunch had hardly been borne to his cabin, when, as 
if the Fates had conspired against the Spitfire^ her bow- 
sprit, already crippled by a double-headed shot, fell 
athwart her fore-foot, taking with it her fore-topmast over 
her bows. 

^^ Up with the courses, Burton ! Up with 'em quickly,'' 
cried Stowel, '*or the foremast 'ill foUow." 

*^ No, no, no ! Don't start a stitch. You forget, man 
— tiie fore-runners are up," cried Burton, with that pronrp* 
titude and decision of character peculiar to himself. '^ Cut 
iHvay for'ard, and take the weight off the head of the 
foremast. Hurrah, abaft! Another round, and she 
strikes 1" 

While thus animating his men, and taking advantage 
of a partial cessation of smoke to point, with precision, 
hims^, a gun at his adversary's rudder, he imagined he 
perceived Uirough the port-bole the enemy's main-mast 
beginning to totter. He waited a few seconds at the 

Vol, II.— 17 
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breech of the gun to satisfy himself that no optical illusion 
had flattered Ms sight. ^^ Hurrah !" cried he, ^^ I thought 
I couldn't be deceived.'* He was not. The next lee- 
lurch brought the American's taunt and towering spar, 
with all its lower and lofly yards, wide-spread canvass, 
and heavy rigging, tumbling over the side into the water 
with a tremendous crash, and precipitating five of bis 
deadliest marksmen, uninvited, into the dread realms of 
Neptune. 

Deprived of his after sail, the enemy's vessel became 
now unmanageable, and fell on board the Spitfire^ hook- 
ing, with the flukes of his best-bower anchor, the weather 
fore-rigging of the British brig. This opportunity was 
not overlooked by Burton, who, seizing his sabre, which 
lay unsheathed on the capstan, brandished it aloft, shout- 
ing, in a tone which was heard distinctly along the Spit- 
fire's deck, while the fire of both ships slackened, ^^ Stand 
fast — stand fast your fire — follow me every man that can 
raise a cutlass!" 

Fast as he flew to gain a footing on the enemy's deck, 
he soon found himself not the foremost of about forty of 
the British ; who mounted the side, swung themselves, 
sword in hand, on the enemy's forecastle, and tumbled, 
pell mell, among the Americans, who now crowded for- 
ward to repel the invaders. The Spitfires had been so 
long engaged amid fire and smoke, that the latter had 
begrimed not only their faces, but naked bodies ; which 
were here and there palely seamed by streams of sweat, 
which ran fi-om their burning temples. The efifect of 
excessive excitement was, in more than one instance, 
contrasted by the sunken eye of exhaustion, which too 
visibly betrayed a frame deserted by nature; though a 
heart sustained by all enduring valour. From these 
appalling appearances, heightened by the clotted gore 
with which many had besmeared themselves, in heaving 
the mangled dead overboard, or the fresh blood gouts 
which streamed adown from their own green wounds, 
the assailants assumed, if not the aspect of fiends, cer- 
tainly the inost formidable resemblance to those wild 
warriors who hideously paint and tattoo their bodies pre- 
paratory to battle. 



.» i 
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The moment they reached the enemy's deck. Burton, 
leading on his men, was met b/ the master, a powerful, 
strong built, resolute looking man, armed with sword and 
pistol : the latter he levelled with keen eye at the British 
officer, which, happily for him, flashed in the pan. Foiled 
in his aim; he flung the treacherous weapon full at his 
adversary's head, carrying off the lieutenant's hat, and 
slightly scalping him. Burton now rushed on his huge 
antagonist, and they crossed swords, a ^weapon in the use 
of which he was peculiarly expert. A few seconds had 
hardly elapsed, ere the Columbian \jax lay stretched on 
deck. The victor strode over the body, and cheered on 
his men to the attack. Fierce and resolute was the con- 
test, where nothing but valour could compensate for the 
disparity of numbers. 

The roar of c:i/mon had now subsided, and was suc- 
ceeded by the clink and clatter of brittle blade?, which 
not anfrequently broke short in their handles, disappoint- 
ing meditated rovenge, and often occasioDiDg the loss of 
the assailant'i^ life for that of the assailed. The Ameri- 
caos were slowly dii^Iodged from off their forecastle, 
lighting foot by foot. 

Burton, elate with his success, eagerly sought the 
American captain, who, in consequence of the loss of both 
hii* lieutenants, wis compelled to lead on bis men alone ; 
whom be now succertsfnUy r«illiecl to u desperate charge, 
in which they beat down the Britii»h blades with the 
weight of their miisket*^ butt ends. Perceiving the iS/>t7- 
fires were beginning to jjive away. Burton shouted with 
energy — •' Hold on — hold on your own, my lad*."" At 
this moment the well known voice of the boatRwain, who 
led on a few fresh hands, was heard roaring in the rear — 
•' Make a lane there ! — I told the bu<ih-fighting beggars 
I'd sarve 'em out ! — Hurrah for Sallyport J^^ His furious 
haste into the thicke*«t part of the combat, kindled afresh 
the spirit of emulation. Burton thus supported, soon 
gained the quarter-deck, driving before him the enemy, 
who now tore down the tire screens, and tumbled down 
the hatchways in the utmost consternation. 

This opportunity, it may be supposed, was not lost on 
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some eager blades, for idflicting the broad R,'^ as they 
term it, on the heads of se vend, as they yanished below, 
without picking their steps. 

*^ Ship the gratings, and secute them below," cried 
Burton. 

*< May he Dan won't do that same," said an Irish 
waister, wha had spent four long years peeping through 
the bars of ji French prison — •* It 's myself, my joy, 
that likes to be lookin at the inimy on the right side 
o' the gratin'." 

The 'gratings were shipped,' and a marine sentinel 
placed over each. At this moment of complete triumph, 
an incident occurred, not without its parallel in the his- 
tory of the late war, however revolting to humanity. 
While the sentinel on the main-hatchway grating was 
o*- !^*, peaceably occupied in this duty, he was deliberately shot, 
v^r^'^ by a Cfiffiatdly ruflfian from below. The fury and savage 
hate ivhich this atrocity on the part of the vanquished 
excited in the British, was such that it required all Bur- 
ton's presence of mind and powers of persuasion, to re- 
press their appetite for revenge, and the infliction of 
summary and ample retribution on the offender. While 
some shouted aloud for the marines to fire on them below, 
others, headed by the boatswain, tore op the grating, 
and were with difficulty prevented by Burton^s prayers 
^nd menaces, from descending sword in hand among the 
prisoners : who now, alarmed at the consequence of their 
treachery, cried for quarter, and begged to be allowed 
to give up the offender. 

Over this unhappy man's fate it is perhaps best to draw 
the veil.' Aware of the certainty of his doom, he was 
handed struggling on deck. 

Wanton cruelty, under circumstances of such deadly 
exasperation, makes retaliation— -justice ; and it may be 
anticipated that in punishing a crime so atrocious, had 
the offender a *^ thousand lives, their full revenge had 
stomach for them all." 

Here a scene of the most extraordinary exhiliration, 
and extravagant joy ensued, surpassing all power of lan> 

* Arrow. 
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guage to describe. A thousand tongues appeared to be 
unloosened at once— -congrutulationR, gratitude to Heaven, 
and the effusions of affectionate friendship, embodied 
themselves in short sentences. *' Thank God!-^thank 
God !"— ** Well, Bill, my bo, I can swear you were first 
aboard.*' «* Hurrah for Old England." '« Didn't / tell 
you her mainmast 'ou'd go ? — I Ml bet a week's grog, 
there 's one o' my own chalking in it now." '' The slaugh- 
ter-house did the job." " D n their eyes, they 

fought hard for it, too! — Nothing like boanling after all !" 
Didn't I back you. Bob, like a trump ?" — ** My eyes 
and limbs, how the beggars tumbled below." '^ Bloody 
wars, how we sarvnd 'em out I" 

These strains of triumph ive re /however; at times, in- 
terrupted by a volley of imprecation!* and oaths, which, 
however unsuitable to the morality of our times, were, 
in Jiuc^'^ opinion, perfectly siiitaUle to the dignity of the 
occasion. The young men seeined nearly delirious with 
joy, at the result of their first encounter, shouting and 
flourishing -their cAtlMS^^es. and dr«ucing like madmen on 
the decks ; while their seniors fiunt; away their weapons, 
to grasp each other by the hand, and exchanged the most 
affectionate congratulations. 

The boats^wain swore to his mate, " D n his eyes, 

but he'd make him a bishop'* — hut again recollecting 
himself, as if he had yet a (iuty to accomplish, he sum- 
moned the Spitfires to celebrate their triumph in due 
form, shouting, like i\chillesof old— ''Come, boys,fre8hen 
your ni.p — rig your roarers, and stan«l by for three thun- 
dering cheers. All ready ? — Wait for the pipe — Now — 
now then." The welkin rung ^uth their 

«* Hurrah ! 
" Hurrah ! ! 
" Hurrah!!!" 
*» And one for coming op," cried Brace, accompanying 
each cheer with his 'call,' and terminating the fourth 
with his chirping pipe of belay. 

Had Homer, Ovid, or any bard of antiquity described 
the effects of these similar shouts of triumph, the fabled 
god of ocean would doubtless have been introduced gra- 
cing their victory with his presence, and vraving his tri- 

17* 
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deot over the brave tart as a tribute of admiration to their 
courage. We are not poets — the reader must therefore 
content himself with learniDg, — ^that, roused by the up- 
roaTi old Neptune raised his hoary head from the brioy 
deep, only to smile at the frolics of hit favourite tons. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

A ROWLAND FOR AN OLIVER. 

-~— Come j we liare no friend 
But resolution* 

SHAXaPSAEI. 

Althovoh the commodore had now been some time at 
that place pointed out by his medical laan as fittest for the 
recovery of his health, it very perceptibly began to decline. 
;S|qt much so, that the old gentleman himself foribed the 
|f>foject for returning home immediately with his family 
and placing himself under the care of his friend Senna 
who now, as a medical man, had risen as much in his ^ 
timation, as he had fallen in the good opinion of his sister 
in-law ; in consequence of the insult offered to her pride^ 
by that elaborately penned, but ill-judged, and ludicrous 
letter, containing his singular proposal of marriage. 

The honest simplicity of the commodore rendered it 
quite impossible, that amid all the plotting and cajolery 
practised on him by bis friend and his sister-in-law, he 
should perceive any cause for suspicion ; and he therefore, 
naturally enough, argued with himself, that the man who 
bad the sagacity to prophesy approaching iilnessy fi:om 
symptoms which he himself had cherished as indications 
of health, must be best able to deal with the subtleness of 
a disease, foreseen only by himself. The dislike, if not 
absohite horror, felt by the old gentleman, of again at- 
traotiof the impertinent eyes of the CheHenham public* 
after ibe discontaging jroception he and bis factotum bad 
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experienced in their outrd debut^ in ilie ^ well-walk/ by 
confining him to the house, aggravated those symptoms, 
which were originally the consequence of his ill-advised 
journey at this bleak season of the year. Added to which, 
although he had the waters daily brought to him, he com* 
mitted a capital error in consulting his palate rather than 
liis constitution ; and preferring, because it had no disa- 
greeable taste or flavour, the chalybeate to the saline. As 
the former was poison to a man labouring under affections 
like his, it is not to be wondered at that he hourly became 
worse and worse ; and also conscious that he had little to 
expect from any prolonged stay at this place. His in- 
creasing infirmities afforded his sister-in-law opportunities 
innumerable for carrying her ambitious projects into exe- 
cution. Under one pretext or other the mornings were 
spent in rambling about town on foot ; viiiiing, frequent- 
ing the auction-room ; or exploring, in Major Hervey's 
carriage, the beauty of the country round about Chelten- 
ham. The major himself was sure to be one of the party 
in all these excursions, and by his assiduities, succeeded 
but too well in rendering them unmindful of the poor in- 
valid ; who now began to feel himself comparatively ne- 
glected, and treated, by common consent, as though unfit 
to enjoy any society. Afler having remonstrated in vain 
with Mrs. Crank, on the subject of his being left for hours 
together to the care of menials, he at length determined 
to disclose his mind to his worthy cockswain, or, as he 
termed it, " call a council of i(?ar;" the primary object of 
which was to preserve peace. In the course of their de- 
liberation. Tiller remarked, *^ That though the coast was 
clear, for himself and his master to cut and run, whenever 
Uiey chose, yet he didn't think 't would be an easy matter 
to get the women under weigh. Indeed,'' added Thomas, 
^^ I think both the ladies are making tolerable head-way 
with their men — though, I must say — I think the misses 
is stronger on the gospel-shop-chap, than Miss Emily's 
on the soger." 

The captain, although mortified by an intimation of a 
danger he nev^r before apprehended, and which seemed 
to portend little short of open mutiny, had some reason to 

tliink Tiller's suspiiaon was not destitute gi fouiidfitioQ> 
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He was, however, determined, shattered as he was, to sup- 
port the dignity of ^lis cloth at all hazards ; and when the 
ladies returned to dinner, which, in this instance, they did 
alone, he embraced the earliest opportunity to sound their 
sentiments. The first allusion that was made to hb state 
of health by Emily, was sufficient for his purpose^ • 

" Why, child,*' said he, so far from getting any better, 
I only get worse every-day — and if that isn't a warning to 
be off, 1 don't know what is !" 

" Off 1" said Emily, Vfiih surprise. 

" Q^/" repeated Mrs. Crank, in a higher key. 

" Yes, o^," re-echoed the deep bass of the veteran ; 
"' and the sooner the better — for if we stay any longer, 1 
shall have no strength left to bear the fatigue of travel- 
ling." 

*' That, certainly," replied his niece, " would be very 
unfortunate. But, cannot you, my dear uncle, place your- 
self under some eminent physician here ? Besides, you "ve 
hardly given the waters a fair trial." 

'* Trial ! — what ! d'ye want to drench me to death ? 
It 'fl no use talking of trials, my dear — the last of aU u 
not very far off." 

" Don't speak so, uncle," said his favourite, " it makes 
rae quite melancholy." 

*' Well, well, I '11 not say a word more — I wou'dn't 
fret so good a girl for the world ; but I know I never was 
so bad in my Hfe — 1 see I 've nothing else for 't but to re- 
turn home — Senna shall have another chance to clap me 
again on my pins. So, sister," continued he, addressing 
Mrs. Crank, ^^ you must make arrangements so as to en- 
able us to start the day after to morrow." 

" That would be altogether impossible — nor can Taee 
the legist necessity for any such haste as respects yourself 
— but if you are resolved on it, I hope you will not ex- 
pect us to relinquish- Cheltenham, the moment it begins 
to be agreeable, and we have formed some desirable ac* 
quaintances ?" 

'^ Why, as we started together, I think we ought all to 
return together," said the old invalid, evidently piqued at 
this mdmerence ; ^^ besides, — a brace of singlethvoqnen 
AU^ht have found themselves all the safer under conrov.'* 
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^^ Thanks to Providence, it would appear as if it were 
80 disposed that we should not want a protector : for it so 
happens that our worthy exemplary friend, Doctor Styles, 
will, about' the period when we eould leave this conve- 
niently, be called into our part of the country on a mis- 
sionary nai.eeting— he is a zealous servant of bis Master — 
a man of great unction in preaching — and I trust that my 
dear child will not lose that opportunity of increasing her 
intimacy with so pious — *' 

^' Stand fast there, Katharine ! I hope the girl *s more 
sense than -to become intimate with any such fellow. 
What can she want with a journeyman carftenter ?'' 

" A what ?" said Emily quickly : ** you are not 
ous, uncle ?" 

" Never .more so, my love I — and now, sister, on 
all, I will say it 's a disgrace, that a woman of your read- 
ing and all that, should listen to such a scamp in a pulpit 
—what can ke know about divinity ?-^about as much as 
ff<yu do of turning-in a dead-eye." 

y^ I feel," said his sister, kindling with zeal for the doc- 
tor's character, <^ I feel shame on your account. Sir.*' 

^^ Say on your own," interrupted the captain. 

** No, Sir, I hare nothing to reproach myself with in 
this instance — I would fain preserve my daughter's prin- 
ciples, which it seems to be the object of your sinful 
mockery of religion to overturn, and render her as great 
an unbeliever as yourself.*' 

" There you are again : when you 're in the wrong box, 
you always try to throw the blame on me. Now I 'm as 
stout a believer as you, though no. chopper of wood chap 
shall chalk-out a creed for me — I 'd as soon trust a ma- 
rine at the weather- wheel, or a stage- coachman with a 
collier up Swinn. No, no, give me a regular branch 
pilot from the Trinity-house, — ^and why not ? Were ever 
these chaps brought up to the service ?" 

" You really are," said this pattern of piety, reddening 
with rage, ^^ a perfect heathen, Mister Crank, to revile in 
this blasphemous manner, a person of Doctor Style's ex- 
traordinary gifts and unction in preaching, as well as 
sanctity of life ; attested as they are, by the daily increas- 
ing congregation which flocks around him to feed on the 
piarnia of the word. I begin to think it really dangerous 
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to be under the same roof with one, who makes as the 
Proverbs say, a * mockery of sin.' *' 

^^ It shan't be for long then, I can tell you; Forte* 
morrow," said the veteran, resolutely, ^^ I '11 top my 
boom." 

" Don't, dear uncle— don't be angry — do stop a few 
days longer, and we '11 return home together," said Emily, 
entreatingly. 

*' No, dear, I '11 not stop— it would be the death of me," 
said Crank. " As for you," continued he, impressively, 
'* I don't blame you, or if I do — I forgive you ; because 
*re young, and led astray by your mother^ — but since 
been here, I 've seen nothing but courting, and 
HHk nothing but canting — and ill and crippled as 1 am, 
hav^ardly been treated by you Hke a Christi^p." 

** I most devoutedly wish you were one," ejaculated the 
matron, with admirable composure — *^ Our great Teacher 
assures us, all things are possible with Him, otherwise I 
should despair of you ; and pronounce your conversion 
as improbable, as that a camel should go through the eye 
of a needle." 

" Ball-off that yarn !" said thyp person whose probable 
future doom was the subject t?f this charitable descant — 
" it 's quite long enough ! — I 've done, and am deter- 
mined ! — Do as you like — night brings home all stragglers 
— and when you 've had your fling, you '11 of course bear 
up for Camperdowri " 

*^ But you '11 send us the carriage back, won't you^ 
uncle ?" said his niece. 

*' Perh»ips, my dear," said her mother, rather more un- 
guardedly than was her wont — ^' circumstances may ren- 
der it unnecessary to give your uncle that trouble." 

^' Hang the trouble !" said the old gentleman, whose 
resentment had not sufficiently subsided, to permit him to 
see the evident import of the expression which had es- 
caped her lips ; " I intend," continued he, *' to do more, 
and leave you the carriage altogether.' Thomas must 
be my nurse, and he and I will post it to-morrow fore- 
noon." 

The conversation, which had hitherto been too animated 
to last long, ceased \ and the meal was concluded in that 
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sort of silent reserve, which is not unfreqnent where par- 
ties find themselves committed or perplexed by unexpect- 
ed occurrences, or untoward disclosures. 

The veteran was, however, as good as his promise — 
and before noon next day, had performed the first stage 
of his journey. On the following evening 'he arrived at 
home ; an event so gratifying to the feelings of the old 
cockswain, that had he not been too much occupied in 
contributing all in his power to the invalid's comfort on 
his arrival, he would not have failed to hoist the colours, 
despite of its being dark ; or, perhaps, have fired a royal 
salute in honour of the auspicious occasion. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

A CLEAR STAGE. 



play one scene 



or excellent dissembjiing ; and let it look 
Like perfect honour. 

Sharspeare. 

The truth must not be concealed. Although she had 
affected to treat his determination to return home as ab- 
rupt and ill-timed, Mrs. Crank had for some time felt the 
old gentleman's departure necessary. Her schemes, 
while he remained, were hourly in danger of being defeated 
by his artless manner, and thorough disdain of every thing 
like disguise. The former was, perhaps, acquired in his 
profession, while the latter might (but for the immortal 
Locke's interdiction) almost be said to be an innate prin- 
ciple of his soul. These, and not his impiety in reviling 
the sect to which she belonged, were the real reasons 
which in an unguarded moment, had induced her. to assert 
her conviction, that it was dangerous to be under the same 
roof with him. Nor was she mistaken. The presence 
of such dangerous materials as these rendered it very im- 
probable she could carry on her plans with a fair chance 
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of success. Ati explosion was possible, nay, probable, 
every minute. His prejudices were eron stronger than 
his predilections ; and he could hardly conceal his antipa- 
thy to some of his sister-in-law's visiters, with whom she 
was more than ordinarily solicitous to be on terms of inti- 
macy and friendship. The unmitigated contempt he felt 
for every man not regularly brought up to those particular 
professions of which they affect^ to be members, could 
not fail to display itself tn a cynical sneer, or sour sarcasm, 
whenever he considered himself bearded in his own bouse 
by the dogmatizing assumption, or pert preaching, of those 
^m disarU divines, ivho formed, at times, part of the eve- 
^Kg circle at Clarence Lodge. For the major, who, he 
|«^pived, was rapidly becoming a favourite, he had no 
such ground of disHke. He was a gentleman, easy and 
affable in his manners, and liberal in disposition ; but it 
was impossible not to perceive that Crank thought bis 
coat was of the ^' wrong colour,'' and, to the terror of 
Mrs. Crank, he had been overheard, by the major himself, 
on one occasion, inquiring of his confidant Tiller, ^' if 
that soger was gone yet ?" 

The mere removal of the veteran from Cheltenham^ t» 
bring him to which place slfe had been obliged to resort 
to so much artifice, was, for these reasons, an object of 
the utmost importance ; and the moment he was gone, 
she felt relieved from half the difficulties that interposed 
between her and the accomplishment of her wishes. 
Liberated now from all apprehensions, she resumed the 
field with renewed energy and confidence of success. It 
had been always a subject of considerable apprehension, 
during Crank's residence at Clarence Lodge, that he 
might, with his usual bluntness, allude, in a way that could 
not escape the observation of his visiters, (for be always 
spoke so as to be understood) to his friend Burton ; and 
the claims which that individual had on the gratitude, if 
not esteem of the whole family. Had she even presumed 
to mention the subject to him, as one on which he ought 
to preserve silepce, she well knew his hatred of disguise 
would have prompted him openly to profess bis acknow- 
ledgments to Burton the first opportunity that occurred. 
Indeed, she thought it very lik^y that such an intimation 
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frbm her would lead him to suspect the hitherto undetected 
influence she had exerted over her daughter's mind and 
wishes ; and, what would be still worse, prompt, in him, 
E desire to counteract that influence, or induce him to ex- 
iiort Emily to consult her own understanding, as well as 
preference, in a case of so much importance to herself and 
iier future happiness. Armed as the matron felt him to be 
so long as he made no absolute disposition of his property, 
she knew it was her interest to'keep him in ignorancu 
of the control she exerted over her daughter's feelings^ 
Her admonition, as to the necessity of secrecy on the sub- 
ject of Burton's attachment, was, therefore, confined^ 
Emily alone ; and that was expressed in language more 
emphatical, and a solicitude the more marked, as she per 
ceiyed that Major Harvey's attentions were become so 
unequivocal, and his preference so openly displayed, that 
nothing short of the offer of his hand in marriage could be 
€Uiticipated, or the total interruption of that extreme ii^t' 
macy which at present existed^ 

While matters, therefore, continued in this state, stie 
felt it peculiarly incumbent on her to warn her daughter 
of the extreme impropriety, and, indeed, indelicacy, there 
would be in admitting to her present admirer, or even to a 
female confidante^ that her affections had ever been, in the 
slightest degree, engaged by another. Her experience ol 
the sex having given her abundant proof that there wa« 
nothing of which men were more particularly tenatJious. 
than of an undivided preference on the part of those to 
whom they paid their addresses ; and that possibly nothini,' 
could more enhance the value of a young female in ih(.' 
jealous eye of most suitors, than the reflection, that slu* 
had never been exposed even to the attentions of any mor- 
tal but themselves. To all these remonstrances Emily 
lent an attentive ear, through a conviction that it was her 
duty to listen to every thing which came fron^her parent 
with a respect proportioned to that anxiety e ^^^ for her 
child's interest. Unpractised as she was in mSl^y poii> 
tics, she felt no objection arise in her mind wfllle acqui- 
escing in the course of conduct enjoined. To that coufi^e 
she was solely prompted by a duteous compliance with a 
mother's wishes, without imagining it possible^ that whil^ 
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hmocentlj performiDg one duty, she might justly be 
charged with having coraproBused another — Sincerity. 

Further, it would be unsafe perhaps, under these cir- 
cumstances, to push conjectures as to the state of her 
feelings. That fierce and indomitable passion which, in 
man, delights to dare, and struggles to surmount all ob- 
stacles ; is, in woman, a deep consciousness, — a keen 
sensibility, which, in its desire to elude observation and 
bafHe discovery, feeds on the contemplation of its object 
in secret ; and instinctively shrinks from detection. 

Such are the widely different characteristics of the Mas- 
Igr Passion of our youth, as exemplified in the opposite 
s^es. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

WILL-MAKING. 

To this complexion most we come at last. 
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However complimentary the alarming illness of the 
captain might have been to the sagacity of his medical 
man, it failed not to excite in him a surprise, only to be 
surpassed by that arising from tbe unaccountable circum- 
stance of the old man being the bearer of no communica- 
tion, written or verbal, from that lady, to whom he had so 
explicitly tendered his heart and hand. Ten days had elapsed 
during which his anxiety had increased, in the same pro- 
portion as he became hopeless of the veteran's recovery. 
The lajlfif^ircumstance, awakened a train of thought, in 
whicU|^K/isual with him, — self predominated. What 
thosi riymifttions were, may be easily conjectured, from 
the coiiKe he adopted, with respect to his patient, whom 
he BOW failed not to apprize of the extreme danger, to be 
apprehended fi'om recent symptoms of his disorder ; add- 
itig, ^ that he disinterestedly advised him to lose no time 
ill cailing in a solicitor, to do whtt toas rigkt in his fife- 
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time, and not lea¥aAe di4j|M||Bl of his property, in case 

of accident, open taW8pulr.ii4Ji^^^<>i ^cr^<^^'"" 

Though always averfe^l^fiMikiiig his will, cedBidering 
it synonymous to signing his own death- warrant|Crank at 
length yielded to Senna's suggestion. Th^ attorney, 
however, was merely employed to draw up a form ; blanks 
being lell for the sums, and names, of those whom the 
veteran had secretly predetermined should partake of his 
property. 

Having so far complied with his friend's unpalatable ad« 
vice, and made up his mind to die ; he, to Senna's no 
small mortilication, seemed still resolved, that as long^s 
the breath was in his body, the secret of the final dispo- 
sition of his f»r<»perty, should be confided to no one living 
but his faithful domestic. Senna failed not, at his next 
vi^it, to throw his eye, as if purely by accident, over the 
will, and was startled to perceive nothing definitively ar- 
ranged. He hnd hardly left his patient, whose hypochon- 
driac deprc^ssion of spirit was considerably increased, by 
not having received, for some time, any tidirigs fi'om those 
who were now uppermost in his thoughts, than Tiller was 
summoned by the old man to his cot-side. 

He was lyin^r in bed, feeble, and suffering severely from 
pain. His right hand was wrapt in a roll of flannel, 
which prevented the possibility of inditing any thing him- 
self. There was an air of mystery about the old gentle- 
man, which, a:) it was perfectly unusual. Tiller was not 
prepared to expect. He was not destine<l to be long in 
the dark ; for the commodore looking in his face, with a 
firm though feeble tone of voice, thus addressed the man 
who had served him with fidelity, in almost every capacity, 
but in that in which he was about to be employed. 

*' Can you keep — keep a secret, Thomas ?" 

" Could the Boyne keep her wind, Sjj: ?'' replied 
Thomas, in a tone which bespoke more tMM||i fidelity 
than ever was yet evinced by the oath of V^ttV^* 

^^ Ah, Thomas — she was a frne old shi[nMU^uld do 
any thing but speak — But those days are ali^^ne by — we 
shall never — never be in bine water, again !" 

^' I doesn't know that, Sir. Who knows, bat if so 
be, you get over this bout, but the Lords of the Admhrah 



--i* 



*• 



fO^ WILL-MAXHC9. 

i^'lity may take it into their heads to gi^^ou command oi 
a flying squadron ?^' -^ 

^' Mp flying days nrp a]ie|er now, Thomas — though nu 
one, thank God, can ever say, I fled from an enemy — But 
I must'rfSW prepare for another flight." 

" I hope not, Sir : you may depend you 're better at 
home." 

Crank here muttered somettiing indistinctly, about his 
long home^ as he proceeded — 

"• Yes, yes, I feel it fast coming on — coming up with 
me, hand over hand. But I 'm not afraid, Thomas — I can 
meet it hke a man — we must all, in our turn, be put out 
o7 commission — No, no, there *s no use in mincing the 
'fna''Her — we must at once prepare for paying off — so go. 
and make out a good pen for yourself, and see if you can't 
fill up the blanks in that parchment,'' added the feeble old 
man, pointing to the will, which lay on the table by the 
side of his cot. 

Thomas, who, we before observed, had so high a 
veneration for his master, that, without permission from 
head-quarters, he had, during their sojourn at Chelten- 
ham, raised him to the envied rank of admiral, now might 
have felt himself proportionably flattered by his own pro- 
motion to the post of admiral's secretary ; hatl he not felt 
a misgiving in his mind as to his competency to fulfil, 
under that character, the superadded duty of proctor. He 
stood in a posture i>et<»kening thoughtful ness and hesita- 
tion. His shoulders were shrugged up nearly to his ears, 
and his eye wistfully explored the relaxed sallow features 
of the sick man, as if to ascertain whether he was in 
eariif'st. He was soon convinced of the steadiness of the 
old gentleman's resolve, who, with an air of impatience, 
again commanded hmi to take his pen and comply with 
his injunctions. In compliance with the mandate of a 
man \^A|^^thority he rarely dared to dispute, however 
didid^^^^Bs as to (he result, he drew a chair, and re- 
luctani^^^HDwn to work. 

The ^Unng and flllmg up the blank spaces in the will 

were attended with some discussion : a business which 

might be denominated mere plain-sailing compared with 

ihe difficulties they jointly experienced in concocting the 
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To sare repetition, we shall not trouble the reader, but 
present to his eye, in the Italics which follow, the actoal 
autograph of the intelli&rent scribe's polished pen. 

" Now, Thomas," said Crank, ** you must first write at 
ibe bottom — * 1 hereby add this codicil.' " 

" This what. Sir ?" interrogated Tiller. 

" Co-di-cil," said Crank, syllabically. 

^^ I axes your pardon, Sir — I doesn't think f can come 
that ere ; — for you see it 's unpossible to spell properly 
when a body 's a bad pen." 

" Oh, never mind, Thomas. — It 's no time to be nice 
HOW. — Come as near the mark as you can."^ 

Consoled at this hint^ the secretary took fresh courage, 
and proceeded to itulite as bis master thus slowly dictated. 

*' To Thomas Tiller my old coxon and faithful servant, 
who lost an i — "(eye) 

" Must that be m. Sir ?"^ asked Tiller. 

" Why, yes, Thomas,—! don't see we can well leave it 
out. It would spoil what I have in my head," said Cranki 
endeavouring to remove Tiller's reluctance to have his 
misfortune recorded in a document of this nature. 

" Very well. Sir, as you please — " 

^^ Lost an i in his Magistees sarvis, and a master in won 
of his most devout officers — " 
• Here Thomas gave indisputable indications of feelings, 
which, however highly honourable to himself^ excessively 
surprised his master, who exclaimed — 

" Why, Thomas ! — what. — are you blubbering ? We 
must all come to this ! — Come, come, man, swab the spray 
off your bows." 

'* Natur 's natur, Sir," said Thomas, wiping with the 
lapel of his jacket the trickling tear from his weather- 
beaten cheek ; " tho' I 'm sartin the death o' the old 
woman herself would never a brought me to this. But 
never mind. Sir — here 's strike out again — I *il do my duty 
— tho* I'd rather almost swallow a roarlinspike nor fiendle 
a pen in the bisness." 

^^ Let 's see, what were the last words you got down T* 
said the veteran, endeavouring to raise himself up in hifi^ 
eot to look over his amanuensis. 
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•* Devout officers, Sir." 

<*No, no — de-vo-ted — not decowf^ Thomas,— .1 never 
was a psalm-singer, thank God ! But go on — " 

^ De-vo'ted ojicers T leave ali my shirts J* 

^^ 1 'II not have *em. Sir," said Tiller, bursting out in an 
ebullition of affectionate feeling. '* I never could abide 
to look on 'em, much more put 'em on my back." 

" Go on, 1 tell you," said Crank, authoritatively. 

^Stockings and partickkir aUmy long West-lngeewhtte-^ 
duck trousers^ laid up in omry in drawr nummer 3.' 

" I know, Sir—" 

"Don't interrupt me, man !" 

* Thomas haviu a seaman's jection to ware short hreeks^ 
or bend long togs,^ 

'* 1 '11 put ihat down willinly. Sir — ^but what's to be 
done with the Boyne?^^ 

" Why, Thomas, f 've made up my mind at last — so 
write" — said Crank slowly dictating. 

' I wish the Boyne to be dismantled — her ma^ts^ yards, 
and riggin dis fried, and her hull berried with mine,'' 

Here Tiller gave a groan, which startled the afflicted, 
testator. 

' Not wishin her to outlive her oner or fall in the hands 
of lubbers. 

' In token of my gratude for past sarvessus — / bequitk 
to Sammual Senna — my shore-going surgent^ the gold 
mounted glass which kivered the Boyne^ and which he 
has mi^purmisshon to convart into akasefor inclosin and 
presarvin putrefied spesmens. 

* Havin lived and fought under the Union- Jack of old 
England^ I dissire the harth-rug^ rather than it should run 
the risk of been ever trampled under foot^ may be berried 
with my body.^^ 

" Sewed up hammock-fashion, I suppose, Sir ?" — said 
Tiller, with awkward sympathy. 

" Exactly so, Thomas — and a very good thought." 

" Well^ now^^ — Already these words, prefatory to 
Crank's thought, were committed to paper, and were 
actually embodied in the codicil. 

^ To LeafienaMt Burton I leve-^my quadroon-^sexton 
—hrometer — and all my day~and night glasses — signal 



fitg^-^Cmon-Jacky huniiny 4^., for his awn prwate use 
— and the goad of the sarvis. 

< In a-dishon to the new teas above menshoned — / lece 
to Katfin Crank — aU the traps and rigging of her bed- 
room»-^ji^<A the stuffed crockadile-^for which she always 
eggsprest such a prifference — and which mp poor EmUy 
— so much dislikes — and^ moreooer^ I hereby order ai^ 
direct^ the moment I slip my wind < 

" I hope I *ll never see that day," ejaculated the af- 
flicted scribe. 

" Hold your tongue — aro on " 

^^ My kind — and faithful coxon — shaU haul the kullers 
hi^'mast down — and then with his own hands bum the 
signal book on the spot^ to prevent itfallin in the posseshun 
of the enemy. ^ 

'• And now, Thonnias," added he, "sign your name as a 
witness — That ib off nvr mind I" 

At this moment the bell rang, and Tiller had hardly time 
to conceal, according to Crank's order, this important 
document, ere the doctor appeared with, a letter in his 
hand, for the receipt of which, he had been perhaps as 
anxious as the veteran, though through a different motive^ 

^^ I hope, my dear friend," said this sympathizing spirit 
— " that letter, which bears the Cheltenham post-mark^ 
will tend to compose your anxiety." 

*• Well ! — come, break the seal, and read out — for, yoa 
know, I hav'n't now the use of either hands or eyes." 

No invitation was requisite, for being permitted himselF 
to read the letter, the doctor's most sanguine expectations- 
bad been more than realized — He commenced slowly and 
emphatically thus — - 

<< * Clarence Lodge, Chelteaham. 

*** Dear Brother, 
" * I trust you will, notwithstanding your indisposition, 
sympathize with us in the feelings inspired, by the gra- 
tifying nature of the intelligence we have to communi- 
cate. Your usual candour has not suffered me to remain: 
unacquainted with your prejudices^ respecting an indi- 
Tidud, whose conduct is as exemplary, and unimpeach- 
able as^ his usefulness under Providence is generallyv 
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tdaiilted, by tbe Uttle flock of tXttt aDcTpreciOus souTs*, 
committed to his charge — ' 

*^ Amiable woman t" «ighe<i the enfimoi>red reader. 

^* * For most of yonr prejodices, ongioating, as I was 
aware, in^ ookiodiy feeling to me or miae, I have, 
where ver^ojpacieftce was concerned, preserved a re- 
spect, perhaps calpable, in one so tboroaghiy acquainted 
with the utter worthlessness of every thing, but that 
saving grace, which can alone iltamine earthly and sensual 
mind^.' 

" Eloquently expressed!" ejaculated Senna. 

^' Never mind the eloquence, go on, my dear Senna," 
said Crank, rather impHtieatfy. 

" * In the present instance, however, I should hare 
done a violence to my own feelings, and been deaf to tbe 
still whisperings of that enlightening spirit within, had I 
hesitated to pursue the course, which, I ^tn convinced, is 
sanctioned by the purity of its motive-^A mHtrimonial 
propoital has been made me — ' 

" What, for Emily, 1 suppose ?" muttered Crank. 

A deeper hue of scarlet Fuffused the rubicund features 
of the doctor, who was already satisfied in his mind, thiii^ 
allusion was made to her own probable change of con- 
dition. Annoyed, however, that his secret should be 
thus confided to a third party, without his consent, he was 
heard to mutter— 

*' Strange! — my letter was private^ and altogether con- 
fidential — but I suppose she means to sound him iirst on 
the subject." 

" ' Desirable in m»nny respects ; and I hope in the so- 
ciety of a man blessed like tbe doctor, in amiableness of 
manners and gracious gifts — * 

" Felicitously expressed — amiable creature!" 

*' ' To pass in peace the evening of a life-, sufficiently 
chequered with misery at its outset, in consequence of 
an earlier, and unhappy choice.' 

"What! — Does she mean to insult my brother's 
memory? — Oh, I smell a^ rat !— All this palaver 's about 
herself—- unhappy choice indeed ! — the luckiest hour oi 
her life ! — what else woold she have been," said the 
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angry inyalid — ^^but a country school-mistresSi or broken- 
down governess ? — but go on. '' 

Senna was too well satisfied to entertain any doubts — 
so fearlessly proceeded. 

*^ ^ The preference of so excellent and exemplary a 
man ; and a preacher so generally esteemed and admired 
for gifts and eloquence in the pulpit,'' (Senna gasped for 
breath) ^' is truly manna to my grateful, humble heart.' 

Here the words " pride," " hypocrisy," from the doc- 
tor's mouth, seemed very impertinently, as it were by a 
species of cross reading, to form part of the letter. 

'' Can't you proceed ?" cried Crank, whose debility 
gradually gave way to powerful excitement. — ** You look 
thunderstruck, man — What 's the matter ?" 

Senna slowly complied, and read 

'^ ^ Within a few days, I trust, our hands, as already 
are.our hearts, will be united. — The scruples of our dear 
child, i have reanoD to believe, have, by my patient and 
persevering admonitions, and the unwearied and affec- 
tionate assiduities of Major Harvey, I trust, been so far 
overcome as to render her disinclined to recall to mind a 
preference you ho unfortunately cherished in her young 
breast towards that pennyless pauper, who is so utterly 
unworthy of her.' 

** Ungrateful woman I" cried Crank. 

** Ungrateful woman !" echoed Senna. 

" Cant and hypocrisy !" rejoined the veteran, 

** Treachery and perfidy I" rebutted the man of me- 
dicine, flinging a««ide the letter with fury. 

*^ It 's bad enough !" said the old man, '^ but — I see na 
treachery." 

^' Oh, Sir," said the Esculapian, *' I am paralyzed ! — 
I'm palsied with horror at her complicated treachery — 
you know it not, — hut I am the depository of her secret. 
— She is the whole and sole cause of all your illness. — 
It was to defeat your wishes, and to forward her intrigues 
you were removed to Cheltenham. — Your health, al- 
ready renovated, was thus sacrifired.— *-And as I see no 
hope, my dear friend, of your ever rising from that bed^ 
I — I — and it heartily grieves me to say it — I — I — pro- 
nounce her — accessory to jour premature deaths." 
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la rapid acceots, and with an iodiscretion which can 
only be accounted for by rage, and a want of presence of 
mind, arising from total incapacity to reflect on its con- 
sequences, he proceeded to corroborate these siogalar 
Assertions by a yet more incautious detail of the artifices 
which had been resorted to by both Mrs. Crank and 
himself, in order to withdraw him from his home. — 
Crank, mate with astonishment, listened to the tale, to 
him, fraught with terror. He felt his life had been the 
sacrifice of their mutual duplicity. — But as the greater 
and more powerful feeling iibfiorbs the lesser, his indig- 
nation against Senna was as dust in the balance, compared 
with the weight of resentment he felt towards the un- 
grateful woman who had so coolly planned his destruction. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

FINALE. 



-Yoa are rery near my 



Brother in hi* love. 

Sbakspeark. 

Burton, on arriving in port with his prizes, found at 
least one objection to his prospects of happiness obviated. 
His sliare in the captured merchantman, alone, was cal- 
culated at three thousand pounds ; and he had not been 
four days in harbour, ere the only remaining obstacle, to 
the absorbing wish of his heart, was removed by an official 
accounrof his promotion to the rank of Commander. 

Those words, *^ When you can pay your mess," (that 
is, become a man of independence) "^ and ship the other 
swab, you shall hare my consent, if you have the girPs," 
which had so painfully haunted him by day in the midst of 
dnty, and mingled by night in his dreams ; as tfaoogh they 
portended the indefinite postponement of promised felicity, 
he, for the first time, recalled to his recollection, with an 
JnteDse fbeling of delight, which none can appreciate, who 
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have not been similarly circumstanced. He now remem- 
bered, with satisfaction, the terms of that contract, which, 
at the time, appeared to him so discouragingly severe ; 
and whose fulfilment was so problematical. He perceived 
that every condition had been complied with : and it is 
not difficult to imagine that, with a young man of Burton's 
complexional character, and under the influence of a pas- 
sion he had so long been compelled to control ; that he 
calculated on the prompt fulfilment of the contract, with 
all the sanguine enthusiasm of an ardent lover. Armed, 
therefore, with those credentials, which he had every rea- 
son to believe would be unquestionable in the court of 
Cupid, his resolve was instantly formed ; and ere two days 
had elapsed, subsequent to Senna's penitential confession, 
as to the arts which had been so fatally practised on the 
unhappy invalid. Burton himself stood at the veteran's bed- 
side to claim his niece's hand. IVIutual explanations suc- 
ceeded to cordial greeting — the story of the old nian's sor- 
rows, and of the young man's joys were rapidly inter- 
changed. As the young commander concluded the nar- 
rative of his recent triumph, the enthusiastic old ofl^cer, 
for the last time in this life, was seen to flourish his 
withered arm over his aged head ; while Burton's heart 
was too kind not to mingle the tributary tear with the too 
visible anguish of his old friend. 

By a rapid transition, natural under such circumstances, 
the conversation turned on the all-engrossing subject of 
his attachment. He repeated the old gentleman's pro- 
mise — dwelt on his own minute compliance with every 
condition, — and threw himself upon Crank's generosity 
for its fulfilment. 

'* Ah, my dear fellow ! — I'm satisfied you deserve the 
girl, and 1 wish her hand was still at my disposal — you '11 
see what cause I have to fear it 's too late, if you read that 
letter, which, F am grieved to say, has been two days in 
my possession," said the veteran, as he pulled the ominous 
document from under his pillow. 

Burton's alarm was indescribable; he snatched the 
paper, and in looking for the signature, discovered that 
paragraph, which acquainted him with the whole extent 
of his misfortune — His usual promptitude forsook him — he 
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stood mute and motionless ; while unconsciously, he drop- 
ped the letter on the floor. 

Happily his old friend's presence of mind came to his 
aid ; with an energy surprising, in his enfeebled situation, 
he thrust his purse into his hand, vehemently exclaiming — 

'* There *s money — fly — save her from the soger — four 
horses — crack-on every thing — your only chance!" 

"I feel it!" said Burton, recovering from his stupor.; 
" but without your written consent, expedition would be 
fruitless : for you well know her mother's hostility to the 
cloth." 

" That you shall have," said the Commodore, furiously 
tearing ofl* the bandages from his right hand ; and with the 
ready aid of Tiller, accomplishing a task, which, an hour 
Ibefore, both would have imagined impossible. 

^^ There !" said he, in a tone which indicated, that tbe 
efibrt he had made was too much for him, *^ Pve told her 
my mind — cancel my will — cut her off* with a shilling— 
the day's your own ; if you 're in time — listen to no delay : 
but clinch the concern for fear of accidents ;" added he, 
handing Burton the important document, and falling back 
on his pillow, completely exhausted. 

It was evening ere the young commander started for his 
destination. A long winter's night succeeded, and the 
lingering dawn of a chill December's morning still found 
him inwardly chiding the willing post-boys, and panting 
steeds, which whirled him precipitately along to the des- 
tined scene of happiness or misery. 

On his arrival at tbe ' Flough^^ he, without waiting to 
make any alteration in his attire, betook himself (o Cla- 
rence Lodge, which bore all the appearance of being de- 
serted. Judge for yourselves ! ye sympathizing souls of 
either sex, what was his surprise and astonishment, at 
hearing, from the only menial lefl behind, that her mi^;- 
tress, and several friends, had but a few minutes before, 
set out in two carriages, to accompany Miss Emily to 
church. 

He heard no moie — as he rushed furiously along the 
avenue, to the church-yard, his anxious, haggard appear- 
ance, attracted every eye. Absorbed in gloomy fore- 
boding — his mind, brooded in moody melancholy on his 
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now almost assured misery, and irreparable loss. In anger 
with the world— with himself^— with everything — at mo- 
ments his heart played the rebel against his love, and 
wounded pride directed his indiscriminating resentment 
against tho object of his idolatry. 

Little knew or recked he, the subtle art, the delicate 
address used in order to beguile her innocent footsteps 
into a path, for her thickly planted with thorns ; and in- 
duce her to make a surrender of her feelings — her heart's 
preference, — through a duteous compliance with the wishes 
and importunities of an affectionate, though proud-minded, 
ambitious parent. 

How many mysterious conjectures, insinuations, sup- 
pressions, conceahnents, are often placed in the way of::|L 
young girl, in the hope of biassing her judgment in that 
critical choice, which is certain to ^x irrevocably the co- 
lour of her future life ! How many a kind and gentle 
spirit, is thus cajoled i&to odious, though indissoluble 
chains ! How many a cruel, though well-meant artifice, 
is devised by maternal solicitude, to deceive the almost 
instinctive judgment of a young female ; and induce her 
to yield, even though shuddering with reluctance^ her 
guileless heart, an unblest offering on the golden altar of 
sordid Interest ! — How laughs t^ £>emon as ke marks 
the sacrifice, which so fatally lays the foundation of a wo- 
man's misery ; so frequently that of her headlong fall from 
virtue \ 

He reached the ehurch-<-the wedding train had entered 
— he heard an indistinct murmur — a name pronounced, 
which thrilled to his heart. BHnded with sorrow, passion, 
frenzy, he staggered up the great aisle. The amazed, 
alarmed bridegroom read half her story in the shriek of 
his alnK>8t affianced bride ; and Burton had barely time to 
sever those whom another moment would have united for 
ever. With one arm he extended the letter which author- 
ized this interruption of the ceremony ; while, with the 
other jt he encircled aU that was dear to him on earth. 

^^ Oh, Burton ! — how happy ought I to be^^how grate- 
ful to Heaven !'' exclaimed Emily, as she sought to hide 
bef bhishes on his neck. 

<^Burtoa T' repeated the astoni^shed Hervey, ^^ is it non- 
fiWe ? Good God J 'tw Frederic I'* 
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But what was tb^ lover*s surprise, when now for the fint 
iime, glancing an indignant look on liis unknown rifal, 
Burton found the stranger had grasped him afiocf ionately 
by the hand, and recognised in him his only brother ! 

Twelve years had passed since their young hearts were 
severed. — Engaged in the service of their country in differ- 
ent hemispheres, and different professions, they were each 
ignorant of those details with which the reader is acquaint- 
^, all which were now rapidly explained* Could Hervey 
(hen hesitate to relinquish his pretensions to a hand — to 
him valueless ; since the heart, which should have accom- 
panied it, was — his brother's ? 

Although the ceremony was postponed, they were soon 
after united ; and Ilervey insisted on contributing half of 
his splendid fortune as Emily's marriage portion ; deter- 
mining to return again to the Indies, in hopes to dissipate 
amidst the bustle of professional life, regrets which he 
foreboded were too deep ever to be obliterated ; and re- 
solving, for her sake, to die a bachelor. 



The letter of the commodore having obtained publicity, 
Doctor Styles prudently declined the preference Mrs. Crank 
had given his addresses ; while her medical suitor openly 
congratulated himself on being released, by her ingratitude, 
from his plight to one, whom the now deceased veteran's 
will had lefl a mere dependant on the bounty of a son-in- 
law she hated, and had so reiteratedly injured and insulted. 

Defeated in all her manceuyres, the saintly dame appeal- 
ed at first to her pride for support under these multiplied 
mortifications. With this class of Protestant sectarians, 
however, Auricular Confession is almost as religiously and 
strictly observed, as among Roman Catholic devotees; 
and, in thus communing with a Band-Brother, she has since 
admitted ^' all these humiliations were a just punishment 
for her indulgence in creature-love^ and that she could 
clearly trace the finger of Providence through them all." 

Possibly so will the Reader. 

7HE END. 
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